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MEMORANDUM
DATE: August 21, 2023
TO: Stephanie Eyestone-Jones, Eyestone Environmental
FROM: Michael Klausman, Television City
RE: Historical Use and Operations of Existing Helipad at Television City
Purpose

The purpose of this memorandum is to document the historical use and operations of the existing
helipad located at Television City. This information has been provided by Jeff Mapes, Vice
President of Facilities Operations, and Michael Klausman, President of Television City, who has
worked at the Television City studios since 1971.

Background

Michael Klausman was first appointed Senior Vice President, West Coast Operations,
Operations and Engineering, CBS Television in 2001. Since 2001, Mr. Klausman has and
continues to oversee the day-to-day operations at Television City including technical operations,
engineering, facilities, stage operations and program production services. Today, Mr. Klausman
remains in charge of marketing and operations at Television City and is also responsible for
negotiating contracts with production companies for the use of the facilities.

Existing Physical Conditions

The existing physical conditions of the helipad are shown in the drawings and photos depicted in
Attachment 1 to this memorandum. They include the location of the existing helipad, approved
flight path and various perspective views.

The existing helipad is located on the roof level of the Service Building located at 7800 Beverly
Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA, 90036. The helipad consists of a 50°-0” X 48°-4” helipad defined



by a 4’ high concrete curb at its perimeter. The building is currently occupied, and the level
below the helipad is used for Television City’s prop construction shop. The steel roof framing is
encased in plaster.

Helipad Permit History

The helipad permit history was documented and confirmed by Ricarda Bennett, Heliport
Consultants, in a February 17, 2017 Memorandum included as Attachment 2.

The existing helipad was legally permitted in October 17, 1950 (ZA Case N0.11412) when a
“blanket” Conditional Use Permit (CUP) and zone variance approval was issued for all
improvements on the property.

As described in ZA Case No. 11412, the use of the land was granted to CBS or its current and/or
future affiliates. ZA 11412 states that “...the use of said property and buildings and structures for
such motion picture production and allied and associated developments and operations in
addition to all uses thereof otherwise permitted in the present applicable zones, including all
uses incident, necessary or appurtenant to any of the above described activities, together with
accessory buildings and offstreet parking facilities, is hereby authorized...”. Condition #1
required that for each project ““...Complete plans of all proposed buildings and structures
including a detailed plot plan showing the exterior boundaries of the property...” be submitted
for approval by the Zoning Administrator prior to issuance of building permits.

As further described in Attachment 2, CBS submitted two applications to the Los Angeles
Department of Building and Safety (LADBS) for two additions to the Service Building including
Unit “A” (Jan. 9, 1969, 01275 LA 80777) and Unit “B” (Jul. 7, 1969, 34806 LA 91405). Unit B
is the location of the helipad building and the Certificate of Occupancy for this building was
granted by LADBS on April 22, 1971. On March 13, 1970, the State Division of Aeronautics
(DOA) issued the helipad permit. One of the conditions of the permit stated that the helistop
should be maintained in accordance with the FAA Heliport Design guide (Nov., 1969, AC-1A).

Historical Use of Helipad

In the early 1970s, news was recorded via video tape at Television City and then transferred to
16mm film for distribution to the many affiliated stations CBS owned and managed, including in
Alaska and Hawaii. The processed film would immediately be taken to the helipad where it was
picked up and taken to the airport for first flights out to stations who did not have video tape or
satellite capabilities. These operations occurred multiple times every day until around the end of
the 1970s.

For the next 40 to 50 years, the helipad was more commonly used approximately five (5) times
per year primarily for the transportation of industry VIP executives and talent in and out the
studio, for special events, news and media related flights, as well as policing activities by the Los



Angeles Police Department and emergencies. The hours of operations would occur primarily
between the hours of 9:00 AM to 9:00 PM and the helicopters would use the flight path shown in
Sheet 3 of Attachment 1. To date, the helipad operations has remained in this location and at this
approximate use level.

An October 14, 1987 DOA inspection report based on an October 1, 1987 site visit by DOA
Safety Officer Betsy Eskridge modified the original flight path and registered it in the DOA
database. Attachment 3, a 12/29/1993 copy of the DOA database, shows the 8 to 1 flight path as
180 deg. approach and 360 deg. departure. The most recent confirmation of this final DOA
designated flight path is shown on the 4/13/2000 copy of the database which indicates the same
flight path as recorded in 1987, also included as part of Attachment 3. These flight paths remain
today as stated in the DOA database.

Continued Use of Helipad as part of Proposed Project

With the Project, the helipad would remain in the same general location at a higher altitude, and
future operation of the helipad would be similar to existing conditions, including the number of
flights and flight path, subject to potential minor modifications that may be required by the DOA
in the future.

Attachments
Attachment 1: Existing Physical Conditions
Attachment 2: Heliport Consultants Memorandum, 2017

Attachment 3: California Division of Aeronautics Heliport Inventory

Sincerely,

Jhihe pffarsomo—

Michael Klausman
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HELIPORT CONSULTANTS
148 GAZANIA COURT
THOUSAND OAKS, CA 91362
TEL: (805) 496-0986
FAX: (805) 494-5151
E-Mail: rbennett@bennettgroup.biz

MEMORANDUM

TO: Jeff Mapes, CBS Director of Facilities
FROM: Ricarda Bennett
DATE: February 17, 2017

SUBJECT.: CBS Television City - Helistop City Approval Status - Addendum

City Cases:

The City helistop approval documents were not found on the initial online research. The next
step was to go to the City archives downtown. From the preliminary research, we were able to
find a reoccurring case dating back to 1950 (ZA-11412, Oct. 17, 1950) that was a “blanket”
CUP approval process for almost all future improvements on the property. This CUP variance
approval by the Zoning Administrator contemplated that the buildings on the CBS property
would be developed over several years. Thus, the CUP with conditions provided the means by
which the various building plans would be expedite through the Zoning Administrator’s office.

Looking at the historical records, we found a document entitled “Exh. A - Original Zoning
Administrator’'s Approval and Plot Plan Approved in 1951" based upon case number ZA-11412.
This document also contained an “Analysis of the original conditional use permit approved by
the Zoning Administrator in 1950" (Exhibit A, F & G of the document attached).

The original CUP document (ZA-11412) indicated that the Zoning Administrator (ZA)
understood that the television industry was a new business and that no one could conceive at
that time how popular it would become nor what type of buildings or accessory uses would be
needed in the future to make a successful studio. Therefore, the ZA created a combination
document that set forth a list of conditions and a variance provision that would define the type
of activities and buildings that could be approved on what was then a 25 acre site.

The use of the land was granted to CBS or its current and/or future affiliates (Zoning
Administrator’s Conditions of Approval Oct. 17, 1950, ZA 11412):

“... in addition to all uses thereof otherwise permitted in the present applicable zones (C2 & C3),
including all uses incident, necessary or appurtenant to any of the above described activities...”

151CBS/021717 1 Heliport Consultants



CBS Helistop - City Approval Review/Analysis

“...for the production of motion pictures and other allied or associated developments and
operations in connection therewith, or in connection with automatically permitted use of the
property for television and radio broadcasting studios together with accessory buildings...”,

There was no condition allowing a helistop because helicopters were just coming on the civilian
scene. Condition #1 required that for each project “...Complete plans of all proposed buildings
and structures including a detailed plot plan showing the exterior boundaries of the property...”
be submitted for approval by the Zoning Administrator prior to issuance of building permits.
Subsequently, all the buildings and additions to buildings developed on the property probably
went through the ZA ministerial approval.

We searched for an application to the City hoping to find approved helipad plans from the
Division of Aeronautics. We looked in the case files starting from the date of the plans CBS
provided us up to the date of the Division of Aeronautics (DOA) permit (March 13, 1970). The
attached two applications to the City for Unit “A” (Jan. 9, 1969, 01275 LA 80777) and Unit “B”
(Jul. 7, 1969, 34806 LA 91405) are for two additions to the Service Building. A vicinity map
attached to Unit “A” application identified the location of Unit “B”. The application for Unit “B”
unfortunately did not have a plan included in the file but provided directions to “see Application
for “Unit A” for the plot plan” of Unit “B”. Further, the “size of the addition” (73' x 213'-7 %")
written on the Unit “B” application matches the measurements taken from the building plans
CBS provided (dated 10/14/1968). The CBS plans also indicated the helipad building as “Unit
B” as referenced in the application. These structural engineering plans (dated 10/14/1968)
show the helipad design and were approved by Building and Safety.

DOA and CEQA

The Division of Aeronautics issued the helipad permit March 13, 1970. There were no size
specifications on the permit pages. One of the conditions of the permit stated that the helistop
should be maintained in accordance with the FAA Heliport Design guide (Nov., 1969, AC-1A).
The DOA did not have a set of plans in their file around the date of the permit. The file did
contain a small hand sketch (1976) of the helipad defined with the curbs at 49 x49 ft.
(attached). It is important to note that subsequent information on the helipad describe the
FATO size as 60 x 60 ft. This information was found in the DOA’s computer data base archive.

Additionally, there was no evidence that an environmental review had been performed. The
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) did not come into being until 1970. So it is highly
probable that no helicopter noise tests were performed. Should the helistop FATO be
increased to 65 x 65 ft., the DOA will probably require that an environmental analysis (Mitigated
Negative Declaration MND) be performed.

Conclusions

If this open ended CUP ZA Case No.11412 is still viable, and the decision was made by CBS to
enlarge the FATO to be able to accommodate the charter size helicopters, then being able to
use an established protocol to navigate the discretionary approval system would be extremely
beneficial.

151CBS/021717 2 Heliport Consultants



CBS Helistop - City Approval Review/Analysis

Ricarda Bennett (signed)
Ricarda L. Bennett, Esq.

RLB: TN

Attachments-

1. City Records - CUP ZA-11412.pdf/ 43 pgs

2. Unit A - Application Doc. 1969-01275-LA80777.pdf/ with plan
3. Unit B - Application - Doc. Helipad 1969-34806-LA91405.pdf/
4. CBS Helipad Plan Sketch 052076.pdf
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““This permit is on application for inspection, the issuance of which is not an approval or an author-
ization of the work specified herein. This permit does not authorize or permit, nor shall it be construed
as cuthorizing or pernutting the violation or failure to comply with aony applicable low. Neither the City -
of Loz Angeles, nor any board, department, officer or employee thereof make any warranty or shall be

responsible far the performﬂnr;e ar results of any work described herein, or the condition of the propesty
or soil upon which such work is performed.” (See Sec. 91.0202 L.A.M.C.)

“
Si nedw 4O FBY A
S {Owner o¢ Agen Name Dote

Sureou of Engieer ADDRESS APPROVED t——w--
eau ngineerin
ur g 3 SENERS AVAILABLE \ m S >

bbb

DRIVEWAY APPROVED

HIGHWAY DEDICATION REQUIRED

FTeviers OMPLETED

v
Koo | /e/2048
FLWD CLEARANCE APPROVED

] AP?RBVED FOR ISSUE
Conservation FILE 3¢
) PRIVATE SEWAGE DISPDSAL
Plumbing SYSTEM APPROVED

‘ APPROVED UNDER
Planning ~_ CASE #

CASHIER'S USE ON

R

‘ APPROVED (TIILE 19) W’mx
Fll'e (L A:M.C.-S700) 4 A 4 “ /] ..*"AM
APPROVED FOR

Traffic
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Address of

Building 7800 Beverly Blvd.
CITY OF LOS ANGELES

CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY

NOTE: Any change of use or occupancy must be approved by the Department of Building and Safety.

This certifies that, so far as asceriained by or made known to the undersigned, the buriding at the above address complies with the applicable
requirements of the Mumicipal Code, as follows: Ch. 1, as to permitted uses, Ch. 9, Arts 1, 3, 4, and 5; and with applicable requirements
of State Housing Law—for following occupancies

Issued 4_22_71 Permit No. and Year TA 91}_’_05/69

ITwo story type I, 73" X 213" office and garage

addition to existing broadcasting bulilding=-unit
B. D57 required parking spaces provided. G-1,

F-1 Occupancy.

owner COlumbla Broadcasting System, Inc.

owrere 1800 Beverly Blvd, |
Address L.OS Angeles, California 90036

Form B-95b—6M Sets—8-70 (IR I 2 2 1 2R G HB W 1 34 8y Bb—MIEEER e
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Attachment 3: California Division of Aeronautics Heliport Inventory



LTI L 1] CALIFORNIA DIVISION OF AERONAUTICS CLTT T T T T 12/29/93
eRd fEeaaNaddeRKEuddsene  HELIPORT INVENTORY  rdeodfioh o ded & doan o dedesls Ve 0 ooy e s oo e

-

CFFICIAL NAME: CBS TELEVISION CITY DIST: 07 €Oz LA (19) AREA: IV

PO HROSERSSEOENNGOBSOEAeedE  HELIPORT DATA SS000d000080asatdaiotahdds

REMARKS:

24

¢
@

: ELEVATION (MSL): 00200 ELEVATED HEIGHT (AGL): 0030 ON ROOFTOP: YES WEIGHT LIMITATION: 004,000
@

_ TAKEOFF AND LANDING AREA —--- SIZE: 060 X 060 SURFACE MATERIAL: CONCRETE/OTHER CONDITION: GOOD
® HELIPAD AREA —--- SIZE: 049 X 049 SURFACE MATERIAL: CONCRETE CONDITION: GOOD
s ] ——e—e———JYPE_HELIPORT LIGHIS

CONTROLLED ACCESS: YES FUNCTIONING WIND INDICATOR: YES PERIMETER STAKE 3 YES FLOOD =
@

PERIMETER FENCING: NO NIGHT OPERATIONS: YES PERIMETER FLUSH : LEAD-IN:

@ FENCING CONDITIONZ APPROVED MARKINGS: NO VISUAL GLIDE SLOPE: HELIPAD?

PARKING AVAILABLE: NO FIRE EXTINGUISHERS: YES OBSTRUCTION 2 BEACON =
hd UNICOM: WIND CONE : YES OTHER =
®

80 =100 = _100LL = JET - OTHER
D FUEL TYPES AVAILABLE: - - - -
) REMARKS:
B : AYVOBAYSABEUONGS  APPROACH AND DEPARTURE INFORMATION domsdddreddidsadbed
® PRIMARY SECONDARY
APPROACH DEPARTURE APPROACH DEPARTURE

® MAG BEARING 2 270 090 180 360
® CLEAR 8:1 : YES YES YES YES

CBSTRUCTIONS =
@

- TRANSITIONAL-

SURFACE CLEAR: YES YES ND NO
®
L)
O

" e @ @ e

|



YNGR O AN pPd
CHGCONISANNAANHBN A AN ATOON

OFFICTAL NAME:

LATITUDE: 34 04 29

VEANRRRNORP A ON RAR

CWNERSHIP: PRIVATE

USEZ PRIVATE

CBS TELEVISION CITY

OPERATED BY:

DIVISION OF AERONAUTICS
ChLIFGRNlaELipURT INVENTORY 000806 06asndeodassbaasdntas

LONGITUDE: 118 21 30

CATEGORY OF USE: CORPORATE

——--HELIPORT LOCATION _______ OWNER

NAME 2 TIVEEILRTLPLTTALLIIIILLIIELIEY
TITLE: FIIFIIETITI LT 0070000 ELTIEEY

PHCNE: F1171401011117
FAX #: L1171 irererres

ADDRESS: T780C BEVERLY BLVD

CITY: LOS ANGELES
ZIP: -

REMARKS?

SUXRHORABOSOHA 12/29/93

DIST: O7 co: LA (19) AREA: IV

FAA SITE NUMBER: C1817.944H

OWNERSHIP AND CONTACT INFORMATION adaddGEddoddnddaduad

CBS TELEVISION NETWORK

CONTACT

( ) .

7800 BEVERLY BLVD

LOS ANGELES
90036~

BUGOY FhetSGh AR SdGGE ¥omgd  PERMIT INFORMATION

FAA 5010 DATE:z N/A

PERMIT NUMBER: LA -0T0(H)

~ STATUTORY EXEMPTION: NO

VARIANCES GRANTED?

INSPECTION DATE: 10/01/87

DOA INSPECTOR: EDE

REMARKS:

INSPECTING AGENCY:
ORIG PERMIT DATE: 03/13/70
LETTER GF EXEMPTIONZ NO

CBS TELEVISION NETWORK
LIPELITIIIILLIIINILLEELLIEENT Y
(213) B52-2345

GREG VALENZUELA

MNGRy GUEST RELATIONS/SECURITY
EXT= (213) B852-2446 EXT:

( ) -

7800 BEVERLY BLVD

LOS ANGELES

90036~

RSN PGEENID NG HPFEUSADNG

YEAR HELIPORT ESTABLISHED: 1968
CURRENT PERMIT DATE: 03/13/70
DATE OF LETTER: N/A

25
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@ e o e

L EZ3 2222 230 CALIFORNIA DIVISION OF AERONAUTICS EXEEEKEXHRKKE XK 04713700
HEXXXEXXXXEXKR XA N RN XXX XXX HELIPORT INVENTORY  HE%HHHAXXXXAXXAXXKEEXE XX XK
::..J_ " DFFICIAL NAME: CBS TELEVISION CITY i DIST: 07 CO: LA (19) AREA: IV i)
; folh : | : ; : £
._’ AKHRKRXKRIRKUNRL IR R X KRR XXE XX HEL LPORT DATA 56565 5 %555 5 53 83025 102 % ¥ o T
ol ELEVATION (MSL): 00200 ELEVATED HEIGHT (AGL): 0030 " ON ROOFTGP: YES ~  WEIGHT LIMITATION: 004,000 i
. - s 3 5 ¢ 7 Lt 12
..‘:P, TAKEOFF AND LANDING AREA ---- SI1ZE: 060 X 060 SURFACE MATERIAL: CONCRETE/OTHER CONDITION: GOOD ;
"
2 HELIPAD AREA ---- SIZE: 049 X 049 SURFACE MATERIAL: CONCRETE i CONDITION: GOOD
= e e _TYPE HELIPORT LIGHTS
L]
| 20 CONTROLLED ACCESS: YES FUNCTIONING WIND INDICATOR: YES PERIMETER STAKE  : YES FLooD
18]
oL PERIMETER FENCING: ND i NIGHT OPERATIONS: YES PERIMETER FLUSH s “TLEAD-1IN:
¢! FENCING CONDITION: __APPROVED MARKINGS: NO VISUAL GLIDE SLOPE: HELIPAD: : i
2% s o oy
1 0= PARKING AVAILABLE: NO FIRE EXTINGUISHERS: YES OBSTRUCTION : BEACON :
24
0 - UNICOM: i WIND CONE i YES OTHER ¢
26
=
7 - =
(8
0 FUEL TYPES AVAILABLE: - - = - _
B REMARKS ' ) : © SN I
ek _
= L EEAAEARAKAKXXNXX  APPROACH AND DEPARTURE INFORMATION %% 35 5% 55 % 5 % 3 3 % %
: RMA : b o
(e | . _
] P_B_INARY SECONDARY 2 e Bl Y
a0 - i 7
: ¢ L APPROACH DEPARTURE APPROACH DEPARTURE
, [ MAG BEARING : 270 R 050 180 S T
ol C CLEAR 8:1.7 & L YES Cih vEs - YES Lk YES _
£ | OBSTRUCTIONS &
sl TRANSITIONAL- e , — T : T e
¢ lm SURFACE CLEAR: YES YES NO NO 1=
2| e s = e o e — N R . e A e e e e i &)
£ fs REMARKS : i
o B 26 2
55 TR T m e e A e e & o - il it = R B T s 173
f [ 0
o8




KA KKK KKK KAHK K CALIFORNIA

FRXXNXNNE XK ERRX X NNXXKXRN

HELIPDRT INVENTORY

DIVISIDN OF AERONAUTICS FHEXXEXEXXH X RX
XXX RHAN AN EEXAAA XXX

04/13/00

TOFFICIAL NAME: En_s"iEI'E'ﬁ%’i’ﬁh”’t’iﬂ_"’*"’ . “TpisT: 67 CO: LA (193 B
LATITUDE: 34 04 29 LONGI..I.@Ei,,l..léj,l,,ﬁ.q'___f,,,,,,  FAA SITE NUMBER: C1817.944H _ V
i XXXRXAXXXHK XXX XK%%X%x  OWNERSHIP AND CONTACT INFORMATION 39355 % 3 3 X X R H XX KX K i
o S . g s 8
_'{ OWNERSHIP: PRIVATE OPERATED BY: CBS TELEVISION NETWORK =
E” “USE: PRIVATE CATEGORY OF USE: CORPORATE . I - o T
] HELIPORT LOCATION OWNER - _CONTACT L o _
1ol MAME: JISIIAIIIELLILLILLIILLILLLLLLL CBS TELEVISION NETWORK . GREG VALENZUELA o
@ TITLE: SIIIILELTIILES LIS IS LIEL I LY PIILIILLILLELELL LIS I LIPS MNGR, GUEST RELATIONS/SECURITY
®
B FHONE: /7777707077747 o T (313) BB2-2345  EXT: B TRy BBESEAGE ERTET L L . ]
W FAX #: JIII11L100 8000 B ¢ i) F e e ( e
— ADDRESS: 7800 BEVERLY BLVD 7800 BEVERLY BLVD 7800 BEVERLY BLVD
CITY: LOS ANGELES T T T s ANGELES T T LDS ANBELES it T ?
o z1ps - o etk bt b el BOOSEE. 0 i N
|
% REMARKS: B S O — - ,J
i
= : : |
] R Y S S EEXRHNHHAXXXX AKX XX XXX 2NN PERMIT INFORMATION  %MXEXXXAAMEEEXXRXNXRKXXX T e gl i)
B FAA 5010 DATE: N/A INSPECTING AGENCY: _ YEAR HELIPORT ESTABLISHED: 1968 B
—i PERMIT NUMBER: LA -070(H) ORIG PERMIT DATE: 03/13/70 CURRENT PERMIT DATE: 03/13/70
_g STATUTORg‘ EXEMPTION: NO LETTER OF EXEMPTION: NO __mﬁ"ATlE OF LETTER: N/A T N T
(42] VARIANCES GRANTED: o s _— —— —
-

INSPECTION DATE: 10/01/87 D T L et I S
Ol DOA INSPECTOR: EDE
2 : —— : S P EaN e —
3 REMARKS:
27
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