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	Project Title: City of Garden Grove Focused General Plan Update and Zoning Amendments 
	Lead Agency: City of Garden Grove Planning Department 
	Contact Name: Chris Chung
	Email: chrisc@ggcity.org
	Phone Number: 714-741-5314
	Project Location: Garden Grove                                                    County of Orange 
	Project Description: The City of Garden Grove is proposing to amend the Housing, Land Use, and Safety Element to the Garden Grove General Plan as well as preparing an Environmental Justice Element to the General Plan. The is also proposing multiple amendments to Title 9 (Land Use) of the Garden Grove Municipal Code to bring the Municipal Code in compliance with the Amended General Plan. 

	Project's Effects: Implementation of the proposed Project (General Plan Update and Zoning Code Amendment) would result in air quality, greenhouse gas, utility and transportation impacts. Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas mitigation measures would require a project-level construction air quality assessment for new discretionary projects, require a project-level operational air quality assessment for new discretionary developments projects, and the incorporation of Transportation Demand Management measures for residential and non-residential projects to meet vehicle trip generation rates that are twenty percent lower than the standard rates as established in the most recent Institute of Transportation Engineers trip generation manual. 

Mitigation measures for the Transportation criteria would consist of a project level Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) analysis to determine the potential impact of future development projects implemented through the amended Municipal Code and General Plan Update and establish criteria zones for the type of development proposed. The criteria zones (identified through the VMT analysis) would identify the level of impact caused on a project-to-project basis and recommend mitigation measures as part of the VMT analysis. The City would also evaluate the feasibility of a local or regional VMT bank or exchange program. 

The Utility mitigation measures would require that new development projects will not be approved if the project would increase water use or wastewater in excess of that is identified for supply in 2040 under the recent UWMP.

	Areas of Controversy: Several areas of controversy have arisen during preparation of the City's General Plan. These include higher residential densities, increased housing and VMT, water availability, and local workforce, as outlined below:

Higher Residential Densities. Concerns have been expressed from the public about increasing housing densities which has resulted from the City trying to meet its RHNA. A number of residents made specific comments during the NOP period about increasing densities of multi-family housing and the addition of higher density multi-family housing near their single family neighborhoods. 

Increased Housing and VMT. One issue that developed during the EIR process is the inherent conflict between the increased housing goals of the state, as demonstrated by the City's increased RHNA housing allocation, and the state/regional goal to reduce vehicle miles traveled (VMT) as outlined in SCAG's Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS, otherwise known as “Connect SoCal”). 

Water Availability. It is unclear if or how local water-serving agencies can provide sufficient supplies of groundwater to support the anticipated growth in housing and non-residential uses under the FGPUZA.

Local Workforce. During the NOP period an attorney for a carpenter's union encouraged the General Plan to promote hiring of a local skilled and trained workforce (i.e., union workers) to reduce environmental impacts by shortening the length of vendor trips, reducing greenhouse gas and air pollutant emissions, and providing localized economic benefits.

	List of Agencies: Native American Heritage Commission 

CalTrans 

Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board 

SCAG (IGR) - Plus the COG/Mini-COG

South Coast Air Quality Management District  




