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Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
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	Project Title: Palm Avenue Building Site Approval
	Lead Agency: Santa Clara County
	Contact Name: Lara Tran
	Email: lara.tran@pln.sccgov.org
	Phone Number: (408) 299-5759
	Project Location: Palm Avenue, Morgan Hill                                                               Santa Clara
	Project Description: The project is a Building Site Approval application to construct an approximately 4,374 square foot, two-story single-family residence located at Palm Avenue, Morgan Hill (APN: 712-21-008). The subject property is 9.6 acres in size and is characterized as a rectangular shaped lot at the western end of Palm Avenue. To the west of the parcel is the Coyote Valley Open Space Preserve owned by the Santa Clara Valley Open Space Authority (OSA). To the north, east, and south of the parcel are agricultural fields, single-family homes, and a commercial stable (Coyote Canyon Ranch), which are all within unincorporated Santa Clara County. The property has General Plan designation of Agriculture – Large Scale, and is within an Exclusive Agriculture zoning district, consisting of prime farmland soil.


	Project's Effects: The Biological Resources Evaluation Report prepared by Brian Mori of Biological Consulting Services in April 2021 found evidence of burrows along the project site’s western property line but there was no presence (or signs of presence) of the American badger at the burrows . Although no badger dens were observed on the property, potential habitat is present with a 2018 record of an American badger was recorded from the adjacent Coyote Valley Open Space Preserve. Therefore, in order to avoid potential impacts to the American Badger during construction, precautionary mitigation measures shall be incorporated in the conditions of approval including a pre-construction survey conducted by a qualified biologist prior to commencement of any construction activities (BIO-MIT2), a potential buffer zone and notification to California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) if an a active badger den is found (BIO-MIT3), and installation of a fence around the perimeter of the construction area to exclude possible badger occurrence onto the property during construction activities ((BIO-MIT4) shall be in place. Prior to commencement of the project, the construction team shall have an environmental training to ensure proper environmental procedures and protections will be follow before, during, and after the project construction (BIO-MIT1). Adherence to the mitigation measures will reduce any potentially significant impacts to the American Badger to a less than significant level.
	Areas of Controversy: N/A
	List of Agencies: California Department of Fish and Wildlife.


