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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
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	Project Title: State Route 183 Castroville Improvement
	Lead Agency: California Department of Transportation (Caltrans)
	Contact Name: Matt Fowler
	Email: matt.c.fowler@dot.ca.gov
	Phone Number: 805-542-4603
	Project Location: Community of Castroville, Monterey County
	Project Description: The California Department of Transportation (known as Caltrans) proposes to address structural deficiencies and improve multimodal travel along State Route 183 (locally known as Merritt Street) through the community of Castroville in Monterey County from post mile R8.8 to 9.97. The project would rehabilitate the pavement; address essential bridge maintenance needs; improve multimodal features including transit stops, sidewalks, driveways and curb ramps; install new Intelligent Transportation System features; and improve aesthetics, bicycle network continuity, and pedestrian safety.
	Project's Effects: An Initial Study has been prepared by the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), District 5.On the basis of this study, it is determined that the proposed action with the incorporation of the identified mitigation measures will not have a significant effect on the environment. Incorporation of mitigation measures would ensure that the proposed project would have: less than significant impacts on aesthetics, less than significant impacts on cultural resources, and less than significant impacts on sensitive noise receptors.As part of the scoping and environmental analysis done for the project, the following environmental issues were considered, but no adverse impacts were identified. So, there is no further discussion of these issues in this document: coastal zone, existing and future land use, consistency with existing plans and programs, parks and recreational facilities, farmland/timberland, growth, environmental justice, wild and scenic rivers, paleontology, energy, natural communities, wetlands and other waters, and invasive species. 
	Areas of Controversy: A virtual town hall meeting was held for the project on Thursday August 26, 2020. During the virtual town hall meeting, the project was presented and input from the public was requested. The public expressed concern about excessive speed and congestion in the downtown area. They also expressed concerns with traffic coming from State Route 1 and not slowing when entering the downtown area.  As a result of public input the project will add traffic calming measures at select locations in the downtown area that would help reduce vehicle travel speeds and raise driver awareness of pedestrians entering the roadway.Caltrans has worked in partnership with the Transportation Agency for Monterey County, Monterey-Salinas Transit, Monterey County, and the Castroville Community Services District to coordinate and develop the scope of this project.
	List of Agencies: CA Transportation CommissionCA Department of Fish and WildlifeRegional Water Quality Control BoardU.S. Fish and Wildlife ServiceU.S. Army Corps of EngineersNational Marine Fisheries Service


