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SUBJECT: EIR #2021-001, Ward Lake Pit Expansion 

The County of Lassen will be the Lead Agency and will prepare a Draft Subsequent Environmental 
Impact Report (DSEIR) for the proposed Ward Lake Pit Expansion project. This Notice of Preparation 
(NOP) has been prepared to solicit comments from interested agencies as to the scope and content of 
the environmental information that is germane to your agency's statutory responsibilities in connection 
with the proposed project. When (and if) approved, your agency may need to use this SEIR when 
considering permits or other approvals for the project. 

VESTA Resources, Inc. has prepared a Preliminary DSEIR, which includes a detailed project 
description, location map, and discussion of probable environmental impacts (attached). Additional 
documents, including the full Use Permit and Reclamation applications, are available upon request. 

Due to the time limits mandated by State law, responses to this NOP must be sent at the earliest 
possible date, but no later than 30 days after receipt of this notice. Please send written responses to 
Cortney Flather, Natural Resources Technician, Lassen County Department of Planning and Building 
Services, at the above address or via email to cflather@co.lassen.ca.us. Please provide a contact person 
for your agency in the written response. 

This Notice of Preparation, attachments, and the project file are available for review at the Lassen 
County Department of Planning and Building Services, located at 707 Nevada Street, Susanville, CA 
96130. The department is open from 7 a.m. to 12 p.m. and 1 p.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday, 
excepting holidays. These documents are also available on our website at www.lassencounty.org. 

1.0 PROJECT LOCATION 

The Ward Lake Quarry is located in Litchfield in Lassen County, California. The site lies on the
southwest side of Shaffer Mountain. It is located approximately three miles east of Ward Lake and 13 
miles east of Susanville, CA off of Ward Lake Road A.P.N.: 109-100-059-000 and 109-100-060-000. 
Access is by way of paved Ward Lake Road and paved Wells Drive, off Center Road (A-27). 
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There are no existing streams or bodies of water within the boundaries of the project site, and the site is 
not within the 100-year floodplain. Several permitted settling ponds are located at the north end of the 
project site, which drain into intermittent channels. The project site is located within the Honey Lake 
Valley Groundwater Basin, which has been identified as a "low priority basin" by the Department of 
Water Resources, signifying that it is not currently at risk for overdraft. The area surrounding the site is 
primarily used for agriculture and open space. The nearest residence is approximately 470 feet from 
the west property line of the existing quarry and is also the closest residence to the expansion area 
being 4,600 feet to the south. 

4.0 POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 

VESTRA Resources, Inc. was hired by TLT Enterprises to oversee the Use Permit and CEQA process. 
VESTRA Inc. elected to forgo the Initial Study process, and instead prepared a Preliminary DSEIR, 
which was submitted with the Use Permit and Reclamation Plan Amendments. Pursuant to 15060 (d) 
of the CEQA Guidelines, Lassen County concurs that an EIR is clearly required for this project and 
will begin work directly on the EIR process. The Preliminary DSEIR prepared by VESTRA Resources 
Inc. identifies potentially significant impacts in the following categories: 

• Air Quality

• Biological Resources

• Cultural and Tribal Cultural Resources

• Geology and Soils

• Land Use and Planning

Mitigation measures have been proposed that may reduce some impacts to a less than significant level. 
However, Biological Resources could have significant and unavoidable impacts that cannot be 
mitigated to a level of less than significant (see the attached Preliminary DSEIR for more information). 

This project poses potentially significant environmental effects, primarily due to the size of the 
expansion. Mitigation measures that have been identified to reduce these effects include covering 
trucks, filtering and containment of dust, dust suppression, good housekeeping, setting land aside from 
future development, buffer zones for sensitive flora/fauna, habitat enhancement, avoidance of cultural 
and tribal resources, avoidance of paleontological resources, consulting with 
archeologists/paleontologists if there are any unanticipated discoveries, and all operating conditions of 
approval for Use Permit #2018-003. A review of the Preliminary DSEIR is necessary to determine if 
the proposed mitigations are sufficient to reduce any of the above-mentioned impacts to a less than 
significant level. 
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