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The City of Los Angeles (City) intends to prepare an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the proposed 
1201 Grand Project (Project). In accordance with Section 15082 of the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) Guidelines, the City has prepared this Notice of Preparation to provide the public, nearby residents 
and property owners, responsible agencies, and other interested parties with information regarding the Project 
and its potential environmental effects. The EIR will be prepared by outside consultants under the supervision 
of the City of Los Angeles, Department of City Planning. 
The City requests your written comments as to the scope and contents of the EIR, including mitigation 
measures or project alternatives to reduce potential environmental impacts from the Project. Comments must 
be submitted in writing according to directions below. If you represent a public agency, the City seeks written 
comments as to the scope and content of the environmental information in the EIR that are germane to your 
agency’s statutory responsibilities in connection with the Project. Your agency may need to use the EIR 
prepared by the City when considering your permit or other approval for the Project.  

PROJECT LOCATION AND EXISTING ON-SITE USES:  
The Project Site is located at 1201-1215 S. Grand Avenue and 410 W. 12th Street in the Central City 
Community Plan area of the City of Los Angeles (City). The Site is bounded by Grand Avenue on the east, 
12th Street on the north, and an alley on the west. Existing on-site uses include an approximately 44,769 
square-foot office building (of which approximately 8,000 square feet is occupied) and an adjacent surface 
parking lot. (See attached Project Location Map.) 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:  
The Project consists of the removal of an existing three-story office building, the “Felix Chevrolet Building”, 
identified as a potentially eligible historic resource, and surface parking lot, for the construction of a new 40-
story high-rise mixed-use building with up to 312 residential units (approximately 323,529 square feet of 
residential floor area), approximately 7,100 square feet of retail/restaurant uses, a ground-floor public plaza, 
residential open space amenities, and three subterranean and six podium levels above the ground floor of 
parking, on a 25,433 square foot lot. The Project would excavate to a maximum depth of 40 feet below the 
existing ground surface, and result in the export of approximately 48,000 cubic yards of soil. All vehicular 
access would be provided via two driveways along an adjacent north-south alley located mid-block between 
Hope Street and Grand Avenue, on the west side of the Project Site. The Project would have a maximum 
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height of up to 461 feet, and the proposed floor area ratio (FAR) would be approximately 13:1. The Project’s 
total floor area would be approximately 330,629 square feet. Table 1 identifies the existing uses on the Project 
Site and Table 2 identifies the proposed uses for the Project. (See attached Site Plan.) 

Table 1: Existing Project Site Uses 
Existing Uses Floor Area (sf) 

Existing Uses to be Removed 

Office 44,769 sf* 

*While the existing building is 44,769 square feet, only 8,000 square 
feet of the building is currently occupied. 

 

Table 2: Proposed Uses 
Proposed Uses Floor Area (sf) 

Commercial Land Uses 

Retail/Restaurant 7,100 sf 

Total Commercial 7,100 sf 
 

Residential Land Uses 

Residential Units  312 units 

Total Residental 323,529 sf 

Total Project Floor Area 330,629 sf 
 

Residential Open Space 

Total Residential Open Space 32,837 sf 
 
 
REQUESTED ACTIONS:  
 

1. Transfer of Floor Area (TFAR) pursuant to Los Angeles Municipal Code (LAMC) Section 14.5.6, a 
transfer of greater than 50,000 square feet of floor area, to allow for the transfer of up to 178,031 
square feet of floor area, from the City of Los Angeles Convention Center (Donor Site), located at 
1201 South Figueroa Street, to the Project Site (Receiver Site), thereby permitting a maximum of 
330,629 square feet or a 13:1 FAR in lieu of the otherwise permitted 6:1 FAR; 

2. Site Plan Review (SPR) pursuant to LAMC Section 16.05 for the addition of 50 or more residential 
units;  

3. Director’s Decision pursuant to LAMC Section 12.21 G.3 for an up to 10% reduction in the total 
required open space; 

4. Vesting Tentative Tract Map (VTT) pursuant to LAMC Sections 17.06 and 17.15 for a merger and 
resubdivision of two lots into one master ground lot and 10 air space lots; 

5. Haul route for approximately 48,000 cubic yards of export; and 
6. Other discretionary and ministerial permits and approvals that may be deemed necessary, including, 

but not limited to, temporary street closure permits, grading permits, excavation permits, foundation 
permits, building permits, and sign permits. 
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