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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
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	Project Title: Initial Study for 92,000 sf Cannabis Cultivation on Mitchell and Lindbergh Boulevards
	Lead Agency: City of California City
	Contact Name: Shawn Monk, Community Development Director
	Email: planning@californiacity-ca.gov
	Phone Number: (760) 373-7141
	Project Location: Easterly of Mitchell Blvd. and southerly of Lindbergh Blvd., California City, Kern County
	Project Description: The Project proposes approximately 92,000 square feet (sf) of commercial cannabis cultivation that is contained within a maximum of ten (10) pre-fabricated metal industrial buildings, eight (8) of which consists of approximately 10,000 SF each, and two (2) buildings consisting of approximately 6,000 SF. The Project also incorporates one (1), 500 SF office and guard structure. The Project site plan also incorporates one (1) retention basin that encompass approximately 3,800 sf (approximately 2%) of the Project site. The Project will be developed in one phase, which will include the frontage improvements and the construction of a commercial driveway approach along Mitchell Blvd. The Project proponent shall also provide all-weather site access for emergency/fire/police access within an internal driveway that provides circulation around the entire site plan. The Project also incorporates 18 parking spaces (including those available for persons with disabilities), storage facilities, and associated ancillary cannabis manufacturing facilities. The Project encompasses approximately 5-acres of vacant land. More specifically, the property is located adjacent to, and easterly of Mitchell Blvd. and southerly of Willow Ave., which is generally considered the central-westerly portion of the City. 
	Project's Effects: A Biological Assessment was conducted in September of 2020 and as part of this assessment, the lead biologist prepared a line transect survey to inventory biological resources potentially available on-site. The proposed project area was characteristic of a highly impacted desert field. A total of twenty-three (23) plant species and fifteen (15) wildlife species or their sign were observed during the line transect survey. However, in regard to particular species of concern that are currently established as threatened or endangered species on identified at either the federal or state level. The Project anticipates the use of Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems (OWTS), which are regulated by the Regional Water Quality Control Board – Lahontan Region #6. According to Figure 4, of the City’s Local Agency Management Plan (LAMP), the Project is not located within a Sewer Density Zone but is located between zones 68 and 58. As such, sewer facilities are anticipated in the future; however, the timing of which is undetermined. Therefore, approval of an OWTS is required prior to the issuance of a building permit. The Project anticipates being served through the use of on-site generators which are CARB certified and will operate continuously until the extension of transmission infrastructure is available to the City by the current electricity provider, Southern California Edison (SCE). 
	Areas of Controversy: No controversies, or concerns from either Responsible or Trustee Agencies and/or from Interested Parties have been raised. No known controversies are under review by the Lead Agency.
	List of Agencies: California Department of Fish & Wildlife (CDFW): Region #4


