
This notice was posted on 03/19/2021 
and will remain posted for a period of thirty days 
through 04/19/2021 

Doc No.49-03192021-105 NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 
Sonoma County Permit and Resource Management Department 

2550 Ventura Avenue, Santa Rosa, CA 95403 
(707) 565-1900 Fax (707) 565-1103 

Sonoma County proposes to carry out the following project. Pursuant to Section 23A-11 of the Sonoma County 
Code, it has been determined that this project is exempt from the requirements of the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA): 

Project Title: Minor and Technical Revisions to the County Code Provisions Governing New Vineyard and 
Orchard Development, Vineyard and Orchard Replanting, Agricultural and Construction Grading and Drainage to 
Establish a Registration Process for Low-Impact Vineyard Replanting and to Clarify or Strengthen Requirements, 
Procedures, and Definitions. 
Project Number: N/A 
Lead Agency/ County Agency of FIiing: Sonoma County 
Project Proponent (Applicant): Department of Agriculture/Weights & Measures and Permit and Resource 
Management Department (Permit Sonoma) 
Applicant Addresses: 133 Aviation Blvd, Suite 110 (
Santa Rosa CA 95403 
Project Location: Countywide 
Date of Approval: March 16th, 2021 
Exemption Filed With: Sonoma County Clerk 

Agriculture) and 2550 Ventura Avenue (Permit Sonoma), 

Deva Marie Proto, County Clerk 
BY:{1[/Jt. 

Betsy Penn, Deputy Clerk 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The Sonoma County Code is being amended to make minor and technical revisions to 
Chapter 36 (New Vineyard and Orchard Development, Vineyard and Orchard Replanting, and Agricultural 
Grading and Drainage) and Chapter 11 (Construction Grading and Drainage) to establish a registration process 
for low-impact vineyard replanting and to clarify or strengthen requirements, procedures, and definitions. 

The revisions to Chapter 36 include establishing a definition of low-impact vineyard replanting; establishing an 
exemption from vineyard and orchard replanting permit requirements for low-impact vineyard replanting where 
authorized by a valid low-impact vineyard replanting registration; establishing a registration requirement for 
low-impact vineyard replanting; establishing registration procedures and approval criteria for low-impact 
vineyard replanting; establishing a one-year term for low-impact vineyard replanting registrations; establishing a 
final inspection requirement for work performed under a low-impact vineyard replanting registration; and 
making miscellaneous changes to clarify or strengthen requirements, procedures, and definitions. 

The revisions to Chapter 11 include miscellaneous changes to clarify or strengthen requirements, procedures, 
and definitions to maintain consistency with Chapter 36. 

REASON WHY THIS PROJECT IS EXEMPT: 
The proposed project is categorically exempt from CEQA under Sections 15307 and 15308 of the State CEQA 
Guidelines (Actions by Regulatory Agencies for Protection of Natural Resources and the Environment). These 
exemptions cover actions taken by regulatory agencies as authorized by state law or local ordinance to assure 
the maintenance, restoration, or enhancement of natural resources or the environment where the regulatory 
process involves procedures for the protection of the environment. Construction activities and relaxation of 
standards allowing environmental degradation are not included in these exemptions. The proposed project is 
also exempt from CEQA under Section 15061(b)(3) of the State CEQA Guidelines because it can be seen with 
certainty that the project (ordinance) will have no significant impact on the environment. The basis for these 
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determinations is that the proposed project only makes changes to Chapter 36 of the County Code to establish a 
registration process for low-impact vineyard replanting and to clarify or strengthen requirements, procedures, 
and definitions, only makes changes to Chapter 11 of the County Code to clarify or strengthen requirements, 
procedures, and definitions to maintain consistency with Chapter 36 of the County Code, and does not involve 
construction or any other activity that could physically change the environment. 

This Notice of Exemption is filed pursuant to the provisions of Section 15062 of the State CEQA Guidelines. 

Contact Person: 

John J, Mack 
Natural Resource Manager 
Permit and Resource 
Permit and Resource 
Management Department 
Planning Division 
707-565-1233 
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Project Proponent: 

Atertarar 
Alex Rosas (Mar 15, 202120:31 PDT) 

Alex Rosas 
Engineering Division Manager 
Permit and Resource 
Permit and Resource 
Management Department 
Storm Water and Grading Divison 
707-565-3507 

Project Proponent: 

~~,;~ 
Andrew Smith 
Agricultural Commissioner 
Department of Agriculture/ 
Weights & Measures 
707-565-2970 



' 
RECEIPT NUMBER: 
49-03192021-105 

STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NUMBER (If appllcab/e) 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE. TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY. 
LEAD AGENCY LEADAGENCY EMAIL DATE 
S/C PERMIT & RESOURCE MGT. 03/19/2021 

CQUNTY/STATE AGENCY OF FILING DOCUMENT NUMBER 
SONOMA 21-0319-01 

PROJECT TITLE 

MINOR AND TECHNICAL REVISIONS TO THE COUNTY CODE PROVISIONS GOVERNING NEW VINEYARD AND 

PROJECT APPLICANT NAME PROJECT APPLICANT EMAIL PHONE NUMBER 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE/WEIGHTS & (707) 565-1900 

PROJECT APPLICANT ADDRESS CITY STATE :ZIP CODE 
2550 VENTURA AVE SANTA ROSA CA 95403 

PROJECT APPLICANT (Check appropriate box) 

~ Local Public Agency O School District D Other Special District D State Agency 0 Private Entity 

CHECK APPLICABLE FEES: 
$ _______ _...... __ O Environmental Impact Report (EIR) $3,445.25 

0 Mitigated/Negative Declaratlon (MND)(ND) $2,480.25 $ ----------,--
_ _ 

-
0 $ ________

Certified Regulatory Program (CRP) document - payment due directly to CDFW $1,171.25 

Qg Exempt frdm fee 

IZI Notice of Exemption (attach) 

0 CDFW No Effect Determination (attach) 

0 Fee previously. paid (attach previously Issued cash receipt copy) 

0 Water Right Applicatlon or Petition Fee (State Water Resources Control Board only) $850,00 $ 

[Ll $50.00 County documentary handling fee $ 

0 Other $ 
PAYMENT METHOD: 

$50.00 0 Cash O Credit 0 Check ~ Other TOT AL RECEIVED $ 

AGENCY OF FILING PRINTED NAME AND TITLE 

Betsy Penn, Deputy County Clerk-Recorder 

State of Cal.lfornla - Dep. artment of Fish and Wildlife 
2021 ENVIRONMENTAL FILING FEE CASH RECEIPT 
DFW 753.5a (REV. 01/01/21) Previously DFG 753.5a 

ORIGINAL-PROJECT APPLICANT COPY• COFW/ASB COPY· LEAD AGENCY COPY • COUNTY CLERK OFW 753,5a (Rev, 06012020) 


