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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
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	Project Title: Newman Community Conservation Area Master Plan
	Lead Agency: City of Newman
	Contact Name: Kathryn Reyes, Director of Public Works
	Email: kreyes@cityofnewman.com
	Phone Number: 209.862.4448
	Project Location: immediately outside Newman city limits                                                    Merced
	Project Description: The Newman Community Conservation Area (NCCA) Master Plan envisions four separate but complementary projects: (1) the Newman Environmental Wetland System (NEWS) project, an approximately 21-acre constructed stormwater treatment wetland that will treat the City's currently untreated stormwater prior to discharge into the Newman Wasteway for delivery to the San Joaquin River; (2) an 11-acre DFW-funded wetland restoration project for GHG sequestration; (3) the Miller Ditch Treatment Wetland (MDTW) project (collaborative with UC Merced's Environmental Systems Graduate Group) to treat agricultural supply and tailwater from the adjacent Miller Ditch; and (4) the Newman Nature Park, which is being planned with community input and will provide facilities for public passive recreation and nature education, including an unpaved trail network and interpretive signage extending throughout the larger site parcel. The NCCA projects will incorporate extensive AMMs to protect environmental values during construction and O&M. They include a requirement for worker awareness training, measures for water quality and wetlands, special-status plants, and special-status wildlife, and an adaptive provision for routine resurvey and AMM updates as habitat at the site evolves.
	Project's Effects: The NCCA projects would have the potential for Significant impacts related to aesthetics; biological, cultural, and paleontological resources; topsoil; hazardous materials; noise; and transportation. There would also be some potential for Cumulatively Considerable contributions to downstream impairments for mercury and pesticides. The following mitigation measures are identified in the IS: Construction Site Housekeeping and Visual Screening, Visual Disturbance Coordinator, Use of Non-Glare Finishes, Standards for Nighttime Security Lighting, Protection and Recovery of Parry’s Rough Tarplant at NCCA Site, Long-Term Protection and Restoration of Coastal and Valley Freshwater Marsh and Other Sensitive Habitats, Protection of Old Santa Fe Grade, Retention of On-Call Archaeologist, Worker Awareness Training for Cultural Resources, Evaluation and Treatment of Unanticipated Archaeological Discoveries, Procedures for Discovery of Human Remains, Topsoil Protection, Final Design Evaluation and PRMP Development, PRMP Implementation, Worker Awareness Training for Paleontological Resources, Paleontological Consultation for Ground-Disturbing O&M Activities, Testing and Appropriate Disposal of Forebay Sediment, Hazardous Materials Response, Reduced Construction Hours in Vicinity of Residences, Noise Disturbance Coordinator, Limits on Use of Impact and Vibratory Equipment Near Residences, NCCA Usage Monitoring, Reservations System and Usage Management, and Overflow Parking Improvements on Inyo Avenue and Brazo Road, as well as measures at the cumulative level (Pre- and Post-Construction Soil Testing for Mercury, Aqueous Mercury Monitoring and Management, and Integrated Pest Management and Limited Use of Chemical Pesticides).
	Areas of Controversy: There are no known issues of controversy.Mitigation measures to address potential contributions to identified impairments for mercury in downstream receiving waters were developed in consultation with RWQCB staff.
	List of Agencies: Responsible agencies: California Department of Fish and Wildlife, Regional Water Quality Control Board (Region 5), Stanislaus County LAFCo, Merced County LAFCo, County of MercedTrustee agencies: California Department of Fish and Wildlife


