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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
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	Text Field: 2021020362
	Project Title: Tiscornia Marsh Habitat Restoration and Sea Level Rise Adaptation Project
	Lead Agency: City of San Rafael
	Contact Name: Theo Sanchez
	Email: Theo.Sanchez@cityofsanrafael.org
	Phone Number: (415)458-5326
	Project Location: San Rafael, Marin County
	Project Description: Tiscornia Marsh would be restored to its former extents by beneficially reusing dredged material from local sources. A coarse beach would be constructed along the bayward edge of the restored marsh to resist future erosion. Tidal action would also be restored to the City-owned diked marsh at the north end of Pickleweed Park. Altogether, the project would reconstruct approximately four acres of eroded tidal marsh, preserve, and protect the approximately eight remaining acres of Tiscornia Marsh, and restore approximately five acres of diked marsh (City-owned area north of the Pickleweed Park playfields) by reconnecting it to tidal inundation. The project also proposes to construct a new 600-foot setback levee and improve approximately 1,100 feet of shoreline levee to achieve greater flood protection, public access, and habitat benefits. In sum, the major project elements include the: development of a coarse beach; reconstruction of the eroded tidal marsh; restoring tidal action to the diked marsh; and shoreline levee improvements, including ecotone slopes.
	Project's Effects: Potentially significant impacts were identified for the following resource areas: Air Quality, Biological Resources, Cultural Resources, Transportation, Tribal Cultural Resources. The following proposed mitigation measures would reduce or avoid these potential impacts. 

Air Quality Mitigation Measures 3.3-1 and 3.3-2 require BAAQMD basic construction measures be followed and that EPA Tier 4 engines be used. Biolgical Mitigation Measures 3.4-1 through 3.4-7 require general construction-related species protection measures, species-specific avoidance and minimization measures for special-status plant and wildlife species that may be present on the site, and tree protection measures as described in the City's tree ordinances. Cultural and Tribal Cultural Resource Mitigation Measures CUL-1 and CUL-2 require cultural resource awareness training and protocols in such instances that inadvertent discovery of archaeological or tribal cultural resources or human remains occurs. Transportation Mitigation Measure TRAN-1 requires a construction traffic control plan. 
	Areas of Controversy: During the planning process, inquiries to the City included Project alternatives, maintenance of the marsh, public access to the marsh, the levee’s effectiveness over time, and widening of the Project’s scope to include other area levees. In addressing these inquiries, the City has clarified that the marsh and coarse beach would not be available to public access; and the scope and Project area will not be expanded beyond the boundaries of the site because adding other levee areas to the Project would not meet the overall objectives of the Project. Further, the City has clarified that 2050 is the defined Project timeline. There are no other issues to be resolved or areas of controversy other than the choice among alternatives and choice of mitigation measures.
	List of Agencies: California Department of Fish and Wildlife - Region 3
Native American Heritage Commission
Regional Water Quality Control Board - Region 2
San Francisco Bay Conservation & Development Commission
State Lands Commission
State Water Resources Control Board


