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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
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	Text Field: 
	Project Title: Eastside Water Bank Expansion Project
	Lead Agency: Antelope Valley-East Kern Water Agency 
	Contact Name: Dwayne Chisam
	Email: dchisam@avek.org
	Phone Number: 661-943-3201
	Project Location: Unincorporated Los Angeles County
	Project Description: AVEK is proposing to expand the existing Eastside Water Bank facility to include three recharge basins east of the existing recharge ponds, three 18-inch turnout pipes, and a single 24-inch delivery pipeline. The three recharge basins would encompass 74 acres and would be located on a 160-acre parcel east of the existing recharge ponds. Operation of the project would involve the storing of surplus State Water Project raw water, which would be recharged into the local groundwater basin. Recharge is estimated to occur at a rate of 8,900 acre feet in 8 months. Excavations would be required to create the basins; excavated material would be used as fill material to construct the berms. The 24-inch delivery pipeline would accommodate gravity flow to the new basins. The new 24-inch delivery pipeline would connect to the existing 24-inch pipeline at the existing operation and control building located south of the existing recharge ponds and would exit the building in the south and traverse eastward towards the new recharge basins. Individual inlets to each of the three recharge basins would be through 18-inch pipes that connect to the 24-inch delivery pipeline. Access to the new facilities would be provided from East Avenue U via a 20-foot wide road that would encircle the recharge basins. 
	Project's Effects: The project may result in potentially significant effects to a candidate, sensitive, or special status species and federally protected wetlands. Such impacts would be mitigated through the preparation of a relocation plan approved by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) and receive CDFW authorization for removal of Joshua trees. A certified arborist shall be retained to transplant sensitive plants. Additionally, a burrowing owl survey shall be prepared within 14 days of ground-disturbing activities, and any observed burrowing owls shall be avoided if feasible, or relocated with a relocation plan. A nesting bird survey shall be conducted by a qualified biologist prior to clearing activities that occur between March 1 and August 31. A nesting raptor survey shall occur prior to ground- or vegetation-disturbing activities between January 1 and August 31. If nesting birds or raptors are present, an appropriate buffer shall be established by the biologist and vegetation removal/construction within the buffer shall be delayed until the nesting cycle is completed. The project may also result in potentially significant effects to archaeological resources during ground-disturbing construction activities. Such impacts would be mitigated through Native American monitoring and by halting construction in the event of encountering an archaeological resource. If significant resources are discovered and avoidance cannot be ensured, an archaeologist shall develop an Archaeological Treatment Plan. The Lead Agency shall also consult with the FTBMI on the treatment of any Tribal Cultural Resources encountered during construction. 
	Areas of Controversy: None. 
	List of Agencies: Antelope Valley Air Quality Management DistrictCalifornia Air Resources Board


