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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.


	Print Form Button: 
	Text Field: 
	Project Title: Sonora Junction Shoulders
	Lead Agency: California Department of Transportation District 9
	Contact Name: Angela Calloway
	Email: angie.calloway@dot.ca.gov
	Phone Number: 760-872-2424
	Project Location: Intersection of U.S. 395 and S.R. 108                                                 Mono
	Project Description: The California Department of Transportation (CALTRANS) District 9 is proposing the Sonora Junction Shoulders project, located west of Bridgeport near Sonora Junction in Mono County. This project proposes to widen the existing paved shoulders on U.S. 395 from Burcham Flat Road to the south side of the US 395/SR 108 intersection (postmiles 91.6-93.4). It also proposes to install shoulder rumble strips, upgrade existing guardrails, and correct the super-elevations of three substandard curves. There are three “build” alternatives considered for this project. All three alternatives will also require realigning Hot Creek at postmile 92.35 to prevent the creek from undermining the highway. An option to install wildlife crossing structures under the highway and exclusionary fencing is also proposed. Right of way will need be acquired from the Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest as well as temporary construction easements.
	Project's Effects: As proposed, all three Build Alternatives (Alternatives 1, 2, and 3) and the optional wildlife crossing features, would temporarily impact wetlands and permanently impact riparian habitats and streams (Hot Creek). Diverting Hot Creek will result in permanent impacts to riparian habitat and water resources as the creek is diverted during construction and established into a new course. Impacts to Hot Creek and wetlands will require CDFW 1600, Army Corps of Engineers 404, and State Water Quality Control Board 401 permits. These permit applications will be submitted after an alternative is chosen and precise impact areas are calculated, and often include specific avoidance, minimization and/or mitigation measures. Until the specific mitigations are known, the following mitigation measure is proposed for all Build alternatives to mitigate for permanent impacts to aquatic resources.
- BIO-5: Mitigation for permanent impacts to waters and riparian vegetation within the project impact area will be in    the form of purchasing credits from a mitigation bank or by paying into an in-lieu fee (ILF) program. Final credit amounts and ratios will be determined through coordination with regulatory agencies during the permit application process.

Thus, with the proposed mitigation measure (BIO-5) applied, the project would have a less than significant effect to biological aquatic resources.
	Areas of Controversy: 
	List of Agencies: Responsible Agencies: U.S.D.A Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest, California Transportation Commission, California Department of Fish and Wildlife, Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board




