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Attn: Todd Smith
 
Dear Mr. Smith:
 
The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) received a Notice of Intent to
Adopt a Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) from Sacramento County (the County)
for the South Sacramento Properties Boat, Recreational Vehicle and Commercial
Storage (Project) pursuant the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and
CEQA Guidelines.[1]
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments and recommendations regarding
those activities involved in the Project that may affect California fish and wildlife.
Likewise, we appreciate the opportunity to provide comments regarding those
aspects of the Project that CDFW, by law, may be required to carry out or approve
through the exercise of its own regulatory authority under the Fish and Game Code.
 
CDFW ROLE 
 
CDFW is California’s Trustee Agency for fish and wildlife resources and holds those
resources in trust by statute for all the people of the State. (Fish & G. Code, §§ 711.7,
subd. (a) & 1802; Pub. Resources Code, § 21070; CEQA Guidelines § 15386, subd.
(a).) CDFW, in its trustee capacity, has jurisdiction over the conservation, protection,
and management of fish, wildlife, native plants, and habitat necessary for biologically
sustainable populations of those species. (Id., § 1802.) Similarly, for purposes of
CEQA, CDFW is charged by law to provide, as available, biological expertise during
public agency environmental review efforts, focusing specifically on projects and
related activities that have the potential to adversely affect fish and wildlife resources.
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION SUMMARY
 
The project site is approximately 13 acres and includes outdoor storage space for
operable boats, recreational vehicles and vehicles, and an approximately 6,800
square-foot building for an office space and shop service area consisting of three (3)
vehicle service bays for minor service to vehicles. The west side of the property
(adjacent to residential) will be reserved for boat and RV parking which accounts for
60% of the total area of the property. The portion of the property facing Wilbur Way
(adjacent to industrial) will be utilized for long-term truck parking. According to the
submitted Site Plan, the site is proposing 301 (10.5’ x 60’) truck parking spaces, 6 (9’
x 20’) car parking spaces and one (1) van accessible parking space.
 

mailto:Dylan.A.Wood@wildlife.ca.gov
mailto:ceqa@saccounty.net
mailto:R2CEQA@wildlife.ca.gov
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A B C D E F G H


Bloom Common Name Scientific Name Life Cycle Height WUCOL Sun Notes


Early Western Redbud Cercis occidentalis P 10'-20' L S/PS Drought-tolerant; also tolerates semi-riparian conditions
Red Willow Salix laevigata P 30'-50' H FS Wetland-semi riparian; tolerates clay soils; fast grower, semi-deciduous
Arroyo Willow Salix lasiolepis P 7'-35' H FS Likes marshes/wet areas; spreads by root runners; deciduous
Sandbar Willow Salix exigua P 10'-23' H FS Constant moisture; spreads by basal shoots to any moisture
Valley Oak Quercus lobata P 60'-100' L FS Fast growing (20' in 5 years); drought tolerant
Scrub Oak Quercus berberidifolia P 15'-20' L FS/PS Smaller, drought tolerant, likes medium fast drainage
Buck Brush Ceanothus cuneatus P 5'-12' VL FS Needs fast drainage; fast to moderate growth, evergreen
California Everlasting Psuedognaphalium californicum P 3' VL/L FS Semi deciduous, may like some afternoon shade in summer
California Blackberry Rubus ursinus P 6' M/H FS/PS/S Requires substantial moisture, wide spreading
Dutchmans Pipe Aristolochia californica P 20' L/M S/PS Deciduous vine, grows in moist woods along streams
Baby Blue Eyes Nemophila menziesii A .25' L FS/PS Annual herb
Chinese Houses Collinsia heterophylla A .5' M S/PS Annual purple flowering herb, good in containers
Lacy Phacelia Phacelia tanacetifolia A 3' VL/L FS Tolerates clay soils; good plant for biological pest control
Miners Lettuce Claytonia perfoliata A 1.3' L/M PS Edible spreading annual herb; in the valley, does best in part shade


Early-


Mid Blue Elderberry Sambucus nigra var. cerulea P 20'-30' M FS
Easy to grow, fast growing deciduous shrub/tree; host plant for endangered Valley 


Elderberry Longhorn Beetle
Interior Live Oak Quercus wislizenii P 15'-50' VL S/PS Medium to large evergreen, moderate grower
Blue Oak Quercus douglasii P 16'-82' VL FS/PS Slow grower deciduous, supports many species
Toyon Heteromeles arbutifolia P 12' L FS/PS Evergreen shrub easy to grow, white flowers early summer, red berries in fall
Shining Willow Salix lasiandra P 3'-30' M/H FS/PS Winter deciduous riparian plant, good for restoration projects
Mountain Mahogany Cercocarpus betuloides P 8'-20' VL/L FS/PS In the valley this plant will do better with PM shade
Hollyleaf Redberry Rhamnus ilicifolia P 9' L PS PM shade in the valley, siting is critical for success
California Broom/DeerweedAcmispon glaber P 3' VL FS Not too showy subshrub with high habitat value
Skunkbush, Fragrant SumacRhus aromatica P 8' L FS/PS Winter deciduous shrub, may like PM shade in valley
Chaparral Honeysuckle Lonicera interrupta (hispidula) P VL/L FS/PS Hardy, woody chaparral shrub/vine, summer flowering, edible/bitter berries
Silver Bush Lupine Lupinus albifrons P 3' L FS/PS Requires good drainage, PM shade in valley
Foothill Penstemon Penstemon heterophyllus P 5' L FS/PS Perennial evergreen herb. May need pm shade in valley
Sonoma Sage Salvia sonomensis P 1.3' VL PS Moderately drought tolerant if given part shade
Purple Needlegrass Stipa pulchra P 3' VL/L FS CA state grass, perennial with deep roots
California Poppy Eschscholzia californica A .5' VL/L FS CA State flower, tolerates clay soil, readily reseeds
Elegant Clarkia Clarkia unguiculata A .5' L FS/PS Showy pink flowers, reseeds readily
Globe Gillia Gillia capitata A 1' L/M FS Showy pink to lavender flowers
Miniature Lupine Lupinus bicolor A 1.3' L FS Showy purple and white flowers, plant with CA poppies
Sky Lupine Lupinus nanus A 2' L FS Chaparral annual herb
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https://calscape.org/Cercis-occidentalis-(Western-Redbud)?srchcr=sc5d9b6c0461747

https://calscape.org/Salix-laevigata-(Red-Willow)

https://calscape.org/Salix-lasiolepis-(Arroyo-Willow)?srchcr=sc5d9b6c6550d1b

https://calscape.org/Salix-exigua-(Sandbar-Willow)?srchcr=sc5d9b6ccc900db

https://calscape.org/Quercus-lobata-(Valley-Oak)?srchcr=sc5d9b6d58a511d

https://calscape.org/Quercus-berberidifolia-(Scrub-Oak)?srchcr=sc5d9b6d84d7125

https://calscape.org/Ceanothus-cuneatus-(Buck-Brush)?srchcr=sc5d9b6db23d4a5

https://calscape.org/Pseudognaphalium-californicum-(California-Cudweed)?srchcr=sc562846ded4c79

https://calscape.org/Rubus-ursinus-(Pacific-Blackberry)?srchcr=sc5da539b0ab416

https://calscape.org/Aristolochia-californica-(Dutchmans-Pipe)?srchcr=sc5da538d4b1904

https://calscape.org/Nemophila-menziesii-(Baby-Blue-Eyes)

https://calscape.org/Collinsia-heterophylla-(Purple-Chinese-Houses)?srchcr=sc5d9a53eba4175

https://calscape.org/Phacelia-tanacetifolia-(Lacy-Phacelia)?srchcr=sc5d9a7577522a5

https://calscape.org/Claytonia-perfoliata-(Miner's-Lettuce)?srchcr=sc5d9a571db7875

https://calscape.org/Sambucus-nigra-ssp.-caerulea-(Blue-Elderberry)?srchcr=sc5d9a587caf27c

ttps://calscape.org/Quercus-wislizeni-(Interior-Live-Oak)?srchcr=sc5d9a597e11753

https://calscape.org/Quercus-douglasii-(Blue-Oak)?srchcr=sc5d9a5a95bfd5e

https://calscape.org/Heteromeles-arbutifolia-(Toyon)?srchcr=sc5d9a5b252448d

https://calscape.org/Salix-lasiandra-(Shining-Willow)?srchcr=sc5d9a5cacef2ad

https://calscape.org/Cercocarpus-betuloides-(Mountain-Mahogany)?srchcr=sc5d9a5d893bcb0

https://calscape.org/Rhamnus-ilicifolia-(Hollyleaf-Redberry)?srchcr=sc5d9a5e5090e1f

https://calscape.org/Acmispon-glaber-(Deerweed)?srchcr=sc5d9a5f47a7d41

https://calscape.org/Rhus-aromatica-(Fragrant-Sumac)?srchcr=sc5d9a601a83b20

https://calscape.org/Lonicera-interrupta-(Chaparral-Honeysuckle)?srchcr=sc5d9a610779e11

https://calscape.org/Lupinus-albifrons-(Silver-Lupine)?srchcr=sc5d9a6200633d8

https://calscape.org/Penstemon-heterophyllus-(Foothill-Penstemon)?srchcr=sc5d9a62f56b6b6

https://calscape.org/Salvia-sonomensis-(Sonoma-Sage)?srchcr=sc5d9a63ed6e883

https://calscape.org/Stipa-pulchra-(Purple-Needlegrass)?srchcr=sc5d9a64986adae

https://calscape.org/Eschscholzia-californica-(California-Poppy)?srchcr=sc5d9a659b632e8

https://calscape.org/Clarkia-unguiculata-(Elegant-Clarkia)?srchcr=sc5d9a664c2decd

https://calscape.org/Gilia-capitata-(Blue-Field-Gilia)?srchcr=sc5d9a67293ed38

https://calscape.org/Lupinus-bicolor-(Miniature-Lupine)?srchcr=sc5d9a68f979913

https://calscape.org/Lupinus-nanus-(Sky-Lupine)?srchcr=sc5d9a69f9e2ec3
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Bloom Common Name Scientific Name Life Cycle Height WUCOL Sun Notes


Mid California Buckwheat Eriogonum fasciculatum P 2.5' VL/L FS Tough, easy to grow, prefer good drainage
Hoary Coffeberry Frangula californica var tomentellaP 20' L FS/PS May prefer PM shade in valley
California Wildrose Rosa californica P 8' M FS/PS Tolerates clay soils; drought-tolerant; spreads through underground runners
California Wild Grape Vitis californica P 10'-40' L/M FS/PS Common along rivers and streams, winter deciduous
Common Yarrow Achillea millefolium P 3' L-H FS/PS Looks best with regular water; semi deciduous in drier conditions; can be aggressive
Coyote Mint Monardella villosa P 2' L PS/S Requires good drainage, needs PM shade in the valley
Showy Milkweed Asclepias speciosa P 5' L/M FS Tolerates clay soils; spreads through underground rhizomes
Imbricate Phacelia Phacelia imbricata P 1' L FS/PS Perennial herb; tolerates clay soil; can re-seed
Woolly Sunflower Eriophyllum lanatum P 2' L FS/PS Summer semi-deciduous; can be extremely drought-tolerant
Nude Buckwheat Eriogonum nudum P 6' L FS Summer semi-deciduous; leafless stems
Blue Wild Rye Elymus glaucus P 5' L FS/PS Popular accent grass for gardens; summer semi-deciduous
Deergrass Muhlenbergia rigens P 5' L FS Attractive bunch grass; easy to grow; grows in most soils
Fleabane Daisy Erigeron foliosus P 3.3' L PS
Lippia Phyla nodiflora P 6'' L FS/PS Flowering ground cover; spreads rapidly
Spider Lupine Lupinus benthamii A 2.3' VL FS
Seep Monkeyflower Erythranthe guttata A 5' M/H FS/PS Aquatic annual plant; good in ponds or rain gardens


Mid-Late Narrowleaf Milkweed Asclepias fasicularis P 1.5' M FS Not showy; tolerates clay; host to Monarchs
Virgin's Bower Clematis ligusticifolia P 30' L/M PS/SH vine; showy white flowers; summer deciduous; part shade to shade
Hooker's Evening PrimroseOenothera elata P 5' M-H FS/PS Wetland-riparian  but still drought tolerant; reseeds aggressively
California Fuchsia Epilobium canum P 3' L FS Hummingbird favorite; spreads; cut back in winter
Gumplant Grindelia camporum P 4' L FS Tolerates most soils; can be cut back in winter
Snowberry Symphoricarpos albus P 6' L PS/SH Moist shady areas; winter deciduous; spreads by rhizomes
Slender Woolly BuckwheatEriogonum gracile A 5' EL/VL FS/PS Small annual; tolerates most soils; winter semi-deciduous
Common Madia Madia elegans A 7' L FS/PS Annual herb; showy yellow flowers; tolerates many soils
Common Sunflower Helianthus annuus A 5' M FS Tolerates most soils; can get very large


Late California Aster Symphyotrichum chilense P 5' VL/L FS/PS Tolerates clay soil; winter deciduous; cut back in winter; aggressive spreader
California Goldenrod Solidago californica P 3' VL/M FS/PS/S Easy to grow; for late color plant with Epilobium canum; spreader
Sulphur Buckwheat Eriogonum umbellulatum P 7' VL/M FS Showy yellow flowers; variable plant; evergreen
Bee Plant Scrophularia californica P 4' L PS Strong bee attractant; tolerates most soils; needs good drainage
Coyote Brush Baccharis pilularis P 10' VL/L FS/PS Tour easy to grow shrub; variable forms; blooms into winter
Rubber Rubberbrush Ericameria nauseosa P 9' L FS Needs good drainage; summer/fall bloom
Vinegarweed Trichostema lanceolatum A 1' L FS Does not do well in seed mixes; sow individually; tolerates dry clay soils
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https://calscape.org/Eriogonum-fasciculatum-(California-Buckwheat)?srchcr=sc5d9a6a87acf86

https://calscape.org/Frangula-californica-ssp.-tomentella-(Hoary-Coffeeberry)?srchcr=sc5d9a6bd88e4a7

https://calscape.org/Rosa-californica-(California-Wildrose)?srchcr=sc5d9a6d5eec083

https://calscape.org/Vitis-californica-(California-Grape)?srchcr=sc5d9a6e20aa6c0

https://calscape.org/Achillea-millefolium-(Common-Yarrow)?srchcr=sc5d9a6f8528e4c

https://calscape.org/Monardella-sheltonii-(Coyote-Mint)?srchcr=sc5d9a711cb4a77

https://calscape.org/Asclepias-speciosa-(Showy-Milkweed)?srchcr=sc5d9a741930b4d

https://calscape.org/Phacelia-imbricata-(Imbricate-Phacelia)?srchcr=sc5d9a9cdd827f2.

https://calscape.org/Eriophyllum-lanatum-(Common-Woolly-Sunflower)?srchcr=sc5d9a9e9177fee

https://calscape.org/Eriogonum-nudum-(Nude-Buckwheat)?srchcr=sc5d9a9f496af11

https://calscape.org/Elymus-glaucus-(Blue-Wildrye)?srchcr=sc5d9aa005dcd4a

https://calscape.org/Muhlenbergia-rigens-(Deergrass)?srchcr=sc5d9aa0f0d5aa1

https://calscape.org/Erigeron-foliosus-(Leafy-Fleabane)?srchcr=sc5d9aa1e62af71

https://calscape.org/Phyla-nodiflora-(Common-Lippia)?srchcr=sc5d9aa60669fd4

https://calscape.org/Lupinus-benthamii-(Spider-Lupine)?srchcr=sc5d9aa6cd2aad4

https://calscape.org/Erythranthe-guttata-(Seep-Monkey-Flower)?srchcr=sc5d9aa767ac263

https://calscape.org/Asclepias-fascicularis-(Narrow-Leaf-Milkweed)?srchcr=sc5d9b587a04592

https://calscape.org/Clematis-ligusticifolia-(Virgin's-Bower)?srchcr=sc5d9b59ec6edcc

https://calscape.org/Oenothera-elata-(Hooker's-Evening-Primrose)?srchcr=sc5d9b5b7d4bcd8

https://calscape.org/Epilobium-canum-(California-Fuchsia)?srchcr=sc5d9b5c534efa2

https://calscape.org/Grindelia-camporum-(Great-Valley-Gumweed)?srchcr=sc5d9b5d5332cb7

https://calscape.org/Symphoricarpos-albus-(Common-Snowberry)?srchcr=sc5d9b5fc72bb23

https://calscape.org/Eriogonum-gracile-(Slender-Woolly-Buckwheat)?srchcr=sc5d9b613df12b6

https://calscape.org/Madia-elegans-(Spring-Madia)?srchcr=sc5d9b61fe23bd3

https://calscape.org/Helianthus-annuus-(Sunflower)?srchcr=sc5d9b62a031db6

https://calscape.org/Symphyotrichum-chilense-(California-Aster)?srchcr=sc5d9b63fc480e5

https://calscape.org/Solidago-velutina-ssp.-californica-(California-Goldenrod)?srchcr=sc5d9b65575f34b

https://calscape.org/Eriogonum-umbellatum-(Sulphur-Buckwheat)?srchcr=sc5d9b6667a3b3e

https://calscape.org/Scrophularia-californica-(Bee-Plant)?srchcr=sc5d9b6752157b3

https://calscape.org/Baccharis-pilularis-(Coyote-Bush)?srchcr=sc5d9b67ef89607

https://calscape.org/Ericameria-nauseosa-(Rubber-Rubberbrush)?srchcr=sc5d9b68e97a388

https://calscape.org/Trichostema-lanceolatum-(Vinegarweed)?srchcr=sc5d9b69b50e0cd
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COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
 
CDFW offers the comments and recommendations below to assist the County in
adequately identifying and/or mitigating the Project’s significant, or potentially
significant, direct and indirect impacts on fish and wildlife (biological) resources.
Editorial comments or other suggestions may also be included to improve the
document or facilitate an effective environmental review process.
 
Comment 1: Mitigation measures are needed to reduce impacts to nesting
raptors and other migratory birds to less-than-significant.
 
As the MND identifies potential impacts to migratory birds protected under Section
3503 of the Fish and Game Code, take of potentially present nesting birds would
constitute a significant impact as identified in the MND. While the MND identifies that
project impacts to special-status birds will be reduced to a less than significant level
by participating in the South Sacramento Habitat Conservation Plan (SSHCP), other
migratory birds, not covered by the SSHCP, may still be impacted by project
activities. CDFW has identified that no mitigation measures are disclosed in the MND,
so the document should be revised to reduce impacts to a level of less than
significant and comply with the Fish and Game Code.
 
To address this comment, CDFW recommends revising the MND with the following
language:
 
If construction activity (which includes clearing, grubbing, or grading) is to commence
within 250 feet of suitable nesting habitat, as determined by a qualified biologist,
between February 1 and August 31, a survey for bird nests shall be conducted by a
qualified biologist. The survey shall cover all potential nesting habitat on-site and off-
site up to a distance of 250 feet from the project boundary. The survey shall occur
within 15 days of the date that construction will encroach within 250 feet of suitable
habitat. The biologist shall supply a brief written report (including date, time of survey,
survey method, name of surveyor and survey results) to the County prior to ground
disturbing activity. If no active nests are found during the survey, no further mitigation
will be required. If any active nests are found, a qualified biologist shall be retained to
prepare a site-specific take avoidance plan that proposes measures to comply with
the Fish and Game Code. Measures may include but are not limited to nest-specific
no disturbance buffers, biological monitoring, rescheduling project activities around
sensitive periods for the species (e.g. nest establishment), or implementation of
construction best practices such as staging equipment out of the species’ line of sight
from the nest tree.  The avoidance/protective measures shall be implemented prior to
the commencement of construction within 250 feet of an identified nest. If it is
determined during surveys or project implementation that project activities may
impact a fully protected raptor (such as white-tailed kite), project personnel shall fully
avoid any impacts that may result in take of fully protected birds species if any are
observed to be utilizing the project area or adjacent area.
 
Comment 2: Recommendation to enhance Project landscaping.
 



CDFW has noted that landscaping improvements will be implemented in the Project.
CDFW recommends consideration of the Homegrown Habitat Plant List (Sacramento
Valley Chapter, California Native Plant Society) (Attachment 1) when developing the
final planting palette. The Homegrown Habitat Plant List (HHPL) is the result of a
coordinated effort of regional stakeholders with the intent of improving landscape
plantings for the benefit of property owners and the ecosystem. Including plants from
the HHPL is intended to produce the following outcomes for landscaping:

Increased drought tolerance
Decreased water use
Decreased maintenance and replacement planting costs
Increased functionality for local pollinators and wildlife
Increase in overall biodiversity and ecosystem health
Increased carbon sequestration and climate change resilience

 
ENVIRONMENTAL DATA
 
CEQA requires that information developed in environmental documents be
incorporated into a database which may be used to make subsequent or
supplemental environmental determinations. (Pub. Resources Code, § 21003, subd.
(e).) Accordingly, please report any special-status species and natural communities
detected during Project surveys to the California Natural Diversity Database
(CNDDB). The types of information reported to CNDDB can be found at the following
link: https://wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Plants-and-Animals. The completed form can
be sent electronically to CNDDB at the following email address:
CNDDB@wildlife.ca.gov.
 
FILING FEES
 
The Project, as proposed, would have an impact on fish and/or wildlife, and
assessment of filing fees is necessary. Fees are payable upon filing of the Notice of
Determination by the Lead Agency and serve to help defray the cost of environmental
review by CDFW. Payment of the fee is required in order for the underlying project
approval to be operative, vested, and final. (Cal. Code Regs, tit. 14, § 753.5; Fish &
G. Code, § 711.4; Pub. Resources Code, § 21089.)
 
CONCLUSION
 
CDFW appreciates the opportunity to comment on the MND to assist the County in
identifying and mitigating Project impacts on biological resources.
 
Questions regarding this email or further coordination should be directed to Dylan
Wood, Environmental Scientist at 916-358-2384 or dylan.a.wood@wildlife.ca.gov.
 
Sincerely,
Dylan Wood
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
Environmental Scientist
(916) 358-2384

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Plants-and-Animals
mailto:cnddb@dfg.ca.gov
mailto:dylan.a.wood@wildlife.ca.gov


 
References:
[1] CEQA is codified in the California Public Resources Code in section 21000 et seq.
The “CEQA Guidelines” are found in Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations,
commencing with section 15000
 

[1] CEQA is codified in the California Public Resources Code in section 21000 et seq. The “CEQA
Guidelines” are found in Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations, commencing with section 15000.

http://www.dfg.ca.gov/

