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Dear Robert Keatinge,  

 

Thank you for including the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) in the 

environmental review process for the above referenced project. The proposed Project would 

construct a new 12-story, 176,580-square foot Eldercare Facility containing up to 53 Senior 

Independent Housing dwelling units, 77 Assisted Living Care Housing guest rooms, 46 

Alzheimer’s/Dementia Care Housing guest rooms, and associated residential amenity and service 

areas within a single building located at 10822 Wilshire Boulevard. In addition, the Eldercare 

Facility would provide a new 2,520-square foot Fellowship Hall on the ground level fronting 

Wilshire Boulevard for use by the Church, and 2,923 square feet of shared space. The Project 

would also construct a new two-story, 19,703-square foot Childcare Facility containing 10,238 

square feet of classroom, administrative office space, and multipurpose/group space and 1,845 

square feet of church-related administrative offices within a single building located at 10812 

Ashton Avenue. A minimum of 184 parking spaces would be provided on the ground floor level 

adjacent to the Childcare Facility and within a three-level subterranean parking garage. The 

Project would also provide up to 27 short-term and 43 long-term bicycle parking spaces. To allow 

for construction of the Project, the Church’s existing preschool, Fellowship Hall, administrative 

offices, and surface parking lot located at 10822 Wilshire Boulevard, and a Church-owned single-

family residence located at 10812 Ashton Avenue would be demolished. The Church’s existing 

Sanctuary located on the northern portion of the Project Site fronting Wilshire Boulevard would 

remain. 

 

The nearest State facility to the proposed project is I-405. After reviewing the SCEA, Caltrans has 

the following comments: 
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Caltrans acknowledges and supports mixed-use, infill development that prioritizes nearby transit 

service, like the proposed Project aims to facilitate. However, due to the amount of car parking, 

the Belmont Village Senior Living Westwood II Project is still designed in a way that induces 

demand for additional vehicle trips. This demand should be addressed with appropriate design 

and management principles. Caltrans supports reducing the amount of parking whenever 

possible. Research looking at the relationship between land-use, parking, and transportation 

indicates that car parking prioritizes driving above all other travel modes and undermines a 

community’s ability to choose public transit and active modes of transportation. For any 

community or city to better support all modes of transportation and reduce vehicle miles traveled, 

we recommend the implementation of Transportation Demand Management (TDM) measures as 

an alternative to requiring car parking. If the underground parking must be built, it should be 

designed in a way that is conducive to adaptive reuse. They should contain flat floors with ramps 

on the exterior edge, so that they can be more easily converted to more beneficial uses in the 

future. 

 
Additionally, any transportation of heavy construction equipment and/or materials which requires 
use of oversized-transport vehicles on State highways will require a Caltrans transportation 
permit. Any work that would affect the freeways and its facilities, Caltrans has the jurisdiction for 
review and approval. We recommend large size truck trips be limited to off-peak commute 
periods.  

 

If you have any questions, please contact project coordinator Anthony Higgins, at 

anthony.higgins@dot.ca.gov and refer to GTS# 07-LA-2020-03420. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

MIYA EDMONSON 

IGR/CEQA Branch Chief 

cc:      Scott Morgan, State Clearinghouse 


