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INITIAL STUDY AIVD MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

1812 East Main Street[l0 West Olympia Drive - Olympia Drive Hotel Development Review and
Use Permit

In accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section 15063
(hritial Study), the City of Grass Valley has prepared this Initial Study to assess the potential
environmental impacts of a proposed two-story, 74 room hotel project (West Olympia Hotel)
located at1812 E Main Street/110 West Olympia Drive. On the basis of the hritial Study, the City
finds that the proposed project will not have a significant adverse effect on the environment and
will not require the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report. Therefore, this Mitigated
Negative Declaration has been prepared as the appropriate level of environmental review in
accordance with CEQA and the CEQA Guidelines Sections 15053 and 15070 et. seq.

Public and Agenry Review:

This Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration will be circulated for a 30-day public and agenry
review commencing Novembet 6, 2020 and ending close of business on December 7, 2020. The
Initial Study rnay be viewed at the City of Grass Valley Community Development Deparhnent at
the following link https:/ /www.cityofsrassvalley.com/document-central/initial-studies-
proposed-ne gative-declarations

Written comments on this Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration may also be addressed as
noted below:

Project title: 1812 E Main Street/ll} West Olympia Drive - Olympia Drive Hotel Development
Review and Use Permit (18PLN-16)

Lead agency n.rme and address:

City of Grass Valley Community Development Department
125F,. Main Street
Grass Valley, CA 95945

Contact person, phone number, and e-mail:

Lance E. Lowe, AICP, Principal Planner
125F.. Main Street
Grass Valley, CA95945
53U274-4772
Iancel@citvof grassvalley.com

Proiect Location and Site Description:

The project is located at the northwest comer of East Main Street and West Olympia Drive at 181.2

East Main Street/110 Olympia Drive (APNs:03S300-20 E 21). The project site contains t2.5 acres
consisting of 2legal parcels. The project site is in Section 23, Township 15N, Range 8E of the City of
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Grass Valley 7.S-minute USA quadrangle M.D.B. & M. (Exftibit A - Vicinity Map and Exhibit B -
Aerial Photograph). Approximate coordinates of the center of the site are 3y 23' 6/' north and -121o

03'95" west.

Parcel APN: 035-300-020 contains four (4) single family homes. Parcel APN: 035-300-021. contains
seven (7) small cabins/cottages. The parcel slopes range from 5% to 457o towards East Main Street
and West Olympia Drive, generally from the north and northwest side of the properties. Both
properties have large pine, black oak, cedar, and other trees scattered throughout. The surrounding
area is primarily commercial with low density residential homes to the north and west. East Main
Street is a two-lane roadway with shoulders on both sides of the street with curb, gutter and
sidewalk on the south side. The East Main Street/Nevada City Highway, Brunswick Road/West
Olympia Street intersection is a four-way signal-controlled intersection. West Olympia Drive is a
two-lane roadway with approximate 12.5-foot travel lanes. The travel lanes are marked at the
intersection of West Olympia Drive and Brunswick Road. The remainder of the roadway is
unmarked.

Surrounding Land Uses:

The property is surrounded by development primarily low-density residential to the north and
west with high intensity commercial uses consisting of fueling stations and fast food restaurants
located to the south and east (Exhibit B - Aeial Photograph\.

Proiect Obiective:

The 74-room hotel project is anticipated to serve havelers visiting the Grass Valley area. The project
contributes to the relatively low transient occupanry accommodations in the Grass Valley area,
particularly when large numbers of visitation occurs due to regional events (i.e. County fair,
concerts, etc.).

Proiect sponsor's name and address:

Hilbers M&M Limited Partnership
770 N Walton Avenue, Suite 100
Yuba City, CA 95993

Genesis Engineering
960 McCourbrey Road, Suite C
Grass Valley, CA95949
Athr: Sean M. O'NeiIl

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Two entitlements are required for the project including a Development Review Permit and Use
Permit:

Development Review Permit - The project is in the Office Profession (OP) Zone. The Office
Professional (OP) Zone permits Hotels contingent upon approval of a Development Review Permit
(i.e. Design Review) for site plan and architectural building design in accordance with the City's
Design Guidelines, Development Code Standards and Municipal Code.
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Use Permit - In the OP Zone, a Use Permit is required for Hotels per Table 2 - 10 subject to the
design standards contained in Section 17.72.060 of the City's Development Code.

The project plans dated December 23,2019, include the following details:

Site Plan €+ Setbacks - The two-story, 74 room hotel is located in the center of the site with parking
located in the rear and west side. The building is setback approximately t49 feet from the east
property line fronting West Olympia Drive and t49 to +66 feet from the front property line fronting
East Main Street. To the west, the building sits t5L to 172 feet from the property line. In the rear,
setbacks are 198 to 1131 feet from the north property line. The project complies with the City's
setbacks for the OP Zone, which are 15 feet in the fronU 10 feet on an interior side; 15 feet on a street
side yard; and,10 feet in the rear abutting a residential zone.

Access €+ Circulation - Access to the property is proposed at two locations each containing
decorative paving. One access is located on East Main Street and includes a 28-foot driveway. The
second driveway is located on West Olympia Drive and includes a 25-foot wide driveway. All the
intemal roads are24-25-foot-wide, which provide two-way traffic.

Full road improvements will be required along the property frontages, including East Main Street,
West Olympia Drive, and Arurex Avenue. The proposed improvements also include curb, gutter,
and paving on the eastem side of West Olympia Drive up to Annex Avenue.

Parking - A total of 76 on-site parking spaces are provided, including 4 ADA accessible parking
spaces; 2 Electric Vehicle spaces; 9 van pool spaces; and,4 motorcycle spaces. The parking space
dimensions are 9 feet by 18 feet with backing distances ol 24-25 feet in compliance with City
Parking Standards.

Table 3-3 of the City's Development Code requires 1 space for each unit, plus 2 spaces for the
numager or owner for the hotel requiring a total of 76 parking spaces.

Iandscaping - Landscapi.g it provided around the perimeter of the site. Total landscaped area of
the 12.6-acre (11'1,4,727 square foot) site represents 11.3 acres (157,924 square feet) or 50% of the
total site. The landscaping includes existing trees to be preserved along Brunswick Road and along
the north and west property lines, ground cover, decorative entryway shrubs, low shrubs, and
decorative trees.

Hotel Architectural Design - L:r addition to the T4lodging rooms, the hotel includes registration,
breakfast, fitress center, pool, and laundry area facilities. The total square footage of the building is
139,520 square feet with t19,760 square foot on each floor. The building has similar architectural
design and material elements as other buildings in the Brunswick Basin, including:

o "Allura" pre.stained fiber-cement Lap Siding-7" exposure/Cedar color on waII and gable ends;
o Re-sawn Plywood siding with wood batts on walls;
o Corrugated Steel with Charcoal Gray Kynar finish on pop-outs and recessed walls;
o Combination of 7 / 72 gable with 4/12 shed roofs;
o Corrugated metal eyebrow roofs over windows facing East Main StreeU
o Standing seam, steel roof and corrugated metal accent roofs all with galvalume finish;
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o Cantilevered walls, varying wall planes and drive-through Porte Cochere;
. Wood accent features consisting of a trellis, shed roofs with outlookers; and,
o Gooseneck wall lighting.

Building Heights - The finished floor of the buildingis+2,563 above Mean Sea Level (MSL). Building
heights are t34 feet above finished grade to the ridge at the west end of the site and t30 feet above
finished grade to the ridge at the east end of the site at the comer of W Olympia Drive/Brunswick
Road. The tower element located at the front of the building is t42 feet in height above finished
grade.

Maximum building heights in the OP Zone are 2 stories and 35 feet. Section 17.030.050 allows
architecfural features such as a spire, theater scenery loft or tower to exceed the height in the zone
by 25 feet or a total of 60 foot in height.

Lighting - Lighting for the project site includes parking lot pole lighting, pedestrian bollard fixtures
and gooseneck wall pack fixtures on the building. The parking lot lights are less than L8 feet in
height. Bollard fixtures are located along the pedestrian paths. Exterior wall lighting fixtures are
located at building entryways along the north and east elevations. The photometric plan is
generally consistent with the City's lighting requirements with respect to light intensity and
spillover onto adjoining properties. All lighting fixtures contain shields to direct lighting
downward.

FencingVrlalls - A six-foot masonry wall is proposed to be installed along the north and west
property lines separating the single-family dwellings from the hotel and related facilities.

Grading and Retaining Walls - The project site slopes from north to south approximately 46.5 feet
(t45 percent grade). To comply with Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements, the site
must be graded relatively flat with slopes less than 5% gradient. Accordingly, t15,325 cubic yards
of cut are required with 14.865 cubic yards of fill resulting in an export of 110,450 cubic yards of
soil.

To accommodate the slopes, the project includes rockery walls along the north and south sides of
the properg. The southem rockery wall along East Main Street shows a height of t6 feet. The
rockery wall doubles as a monument sign. The retaining wall shores up 2:L slopes below and above
the retaining wall resulting in the finished floor of the hotel approximately 17 - 23 feet above the
sidewalk at the southwest and southeasterly ends of the property respectively fronting East Main
Street.

The rockery walls along the north end of the property show a 4 to Gfoot-high wall at the north
eastern end of the property. As noted above, 2:1 slopes are proposed atop of the retaining wall with
the finished grade at the northem end of the property t8 to t16 feet above the retaining walls.

Tree Remoaal - An Arborist Report and Supplemental Arborist Report ruas prepared by Nicole Harrison,
Certifred Arboist dated April 12, 2017 and February 6, 2020 respectively. According to the reports, the
property contains 84 tress that are subject to the City of Grass Valley's Tree Ordinance. Of the &t
trees, 57 trees are considered significant of which 39 or 68"/o will be removed. Overa1l, a total of 58
trees or 69"/" of the trees will be removed for the project. A Tree Preservation Plan is included for
the project plans with recommendations to preserve the remaining trees on-site. Most of the trees to
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be preserved are located along East Main Street property frontage and along the north and west
property lines.

Drainage - A preliminary drainage study has been prepared for the project by Genesis Engineeing
dated March 5, 20'19. The preliminary hydrologic design includes detention and post construction
stormwater quality design due to the increase in runoff from post development construction. The
existing site primarily runs from north to south and ends up on the street frontage gutter pan and
exits through the storm drain inlet at the intersection of Brunswick Road and East Main Street. The
L0 year and L00-year storms were analyzed to determine peak flows.

For the post developed site, Contech CDS Separator or similar for treatment and Stormtech SC-740
Clumbers for storage for most of the site will be utilized. For a small portion of the eastem side of
the site, a bio retention basin will be used. The Stormtech chambers will be placed on a bed of rock
to allow percolation into the soil which creates enough storage to handle both the L0 year and 100-

year storm events. The site is broken into 3 areas identified as Drainage Management Areas (DMA)
described below. Runoff and final drainage ouffall offsite is the same as the pre-developed site.

DMA 1 - Northeast portion of the site consisting of t17,201 sq. ft. with t4,131 sq. ft. of impervious
surface. This DMA will drain into a small bio-retention basin for infilhation into the soil and will
allow release into the storm drain system downsheam.

DMA 2 - Will serve most of the site consisting of the hotel, landscaping and the majority of the
parking lot. This drainage area consists of t70,204 sq. ft. with t42330 sq. fr of impervious surfaces.
This DMA will drain to a Contech CDS separator or similar facility before entering into Stormtech

SC-740 underground storage pipes to allow infiltration and to meet hydromodification
requirements.

DMA 3 - This is the southerly landscape/natural ground area that contains zero impervious area
and!23,948 sq. ft. of pervious ground. This area will be considered a self-treating area as it receives
no impervious runoff and will just sheet flow towards Brunswick Road where it will enter the street
gutter along Brunswick Road before entering the City's municipal storm drainage system.

The underground Stormtech chambers will also be connected to a drainage field inlet for
emergency release. The outlet within the drainage field inlets will be raised to allow for the
detention and infiltration into the soil and will provide the release on larger storm events.

As shown with a L00-year storm event, the pre-developed site has a total of L.16 cubic feet per
second (c.f.s.) release offsite and the proposed design will have 1.10 c.f.s. release meeting the
City's requirements of not releasing more than the current pre-developed site.

Utilities - Water Supply: The subject property will be connected to Nevada Irrigation District
(NID) water lines that will be extended to serve the site. The nearest water lines are located
along both East Main Street at the center of the site. Comments from NID indicate that the
applicant has received an updated fire flow letter. Additionally, NID has water lines within East
Main Street and West Olympia Drive to serve the project.

Sanitary Sewen The City of Grass Valley provides sanitary sewer. The nearest sanitary sewer
connection is located along East Main Street, which will be extended to serve the project site.
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Dry Utilities: Dry utilities (i.e., natural gas, electrical supply, telephone, cable) are located along
both West Main Street and West Olympia Drive. The proposed project will be connected to
existing utilities from these locations.

General Plan Land Use Designation

The project area has a land use designation of Office Professional (OP), according to the City of
Grass Valley 2020 C,eneral Plan. The OP classification provides for concentrations of free-standing
offices and large office complexes. The designation is intended to facilitate both offices and
supporting activities and land uses.

The West Olympia Drive Hotel property was evaluated in the City's 2020 General Plan and
Qrtified Enaironmental lmpact Report (SCH#98082023) prepared for the City of Grass Valley 2020

C,enerul Plan. With adoption of the City's 2020 General Plan, the City concurrently adopted a

Statement of Overriding Considerations in accordance with Section 15093 of the CEQA
Guidelines for Air Quality, Light and Glare, Traffic and Open Space. Accordingly, the
environmental analysis provided herein for the West Olympia Drive Hotel Project is Iimited to
the site'specific effects on the environment which are peculiar to the property in accordance
with Section 21083.3 of Califomia Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Section 21083.3 (b) limits
the CEQA analysis of the proiect as follows:

"If a development project is consistent with the general plan of a local agency and an
environmental impact report was certified with respect to that general plan, the application of
CEQA to the approval of that development project shall be limited to effects on the
environment which are peculiar to the parcel or to the project and which were not addressed
as significant effects in the prior environmental impact report, or which substantial new
information show will be more significant than described in the prior environmental impact
report."

Zoning Designation

The property is within the Office Professional (OP) Zone District. The OP Zone is applied to
areas of the City that are intended to serve the office and institutional needs of the community
that cannot be accommodated within the downtown. The OP Zone implements and is
consistent with the Office and Professional land use designation of the General Plan. Per Table
2-10, a hotel requires approval of a Use Permit subject to the Findings in Section 17.72.060 of the
City's Development Code.

Offsite Improvements

No offsite improvements are proposed or anticipated as part of the proposed West Olympia
Hotel profect.
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EXHIBIT B - AERIAT PHOTOGRAPH
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EXHIBIT C - STTE PHOTOGRAPHS
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EXHIBIT D - SITE AND LANDSCAPE PLAN
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HHIBIT E - EAST MAIN STREEI ELEVATION
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Regulatory Setting and Required Agency Approvals

City of Grass Valley Department of Public Works - Improvement Plan, Grading Plan,
Encroachment Permit and Tree Permit approvals.

a

. City of Grass Valley Community Development Department - Site Plan and Building Plan
Approvals and Conditions of Approval/Mitigation Measure compliance verification.

o City of Grass Valley Building Department - Building, Plumbing, Mechanical, and Electrical
Permits in accordance with the Califomia Codes.

. City of Grass Valley Fire Deparhnent - Site Plan, Improvement Plan, Building Plan
Approvals and annual compliance inspections.

o Regtonal Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) - A Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan
(SWPPP) shall be approved by the RWQCB in accordance with the Clean Water Act.

o Northern Sierra Air Quality Management District (NSAQMD) - A Dust Mitigation Plan shall
be approved by NSAQMD.

o Califomia Deparhnent of Forestry and Fire Protection (CADFFD- A Timber Harvest Permit
Exemption (for less than 3-acre conversion) from (CADFFD).

o Nevada County Environmental Health - Improvement Plan, Building Plan Approvals, Major
Food Facility Plan reviews and annual health department inspections.

o Department of Toxic Substance Controls - Soit sampling 6d disposal of Aerially Deposited
Lead (ADL) along the properly frontage of East Main Street, if applicable.

1812 E Main Street/110 Olympia Dr. - West Olympia Hotel
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Evaluation of Environmental Impacts:

1) A brief explanation is required for all answers except "NO Impacf' answers that are
adequately supported by the information sources a lead agency cites in the
parentheses following each question. A "No Impacf' answer is adequately
supported if the referenced information sources show that the impact simply does
not apply to a project like the one involved (e.g. the project falls outside a fault
rupture zone). A "NO Impact'' answer should be explained where it is based on
project-specific factors as well as general standards (e.g. the project will not expose
sensitive receptors to pollutants, based on a project-specific screening analysis).

2) All answers must take account of the whole action involved, including off-site as
well as on-site, cumulative as well as project-level, indirect as well as direct, and
construction as well as operational impacts.

3) "Potentially Significant Impact" is appropriate if there is substantial evidence that
an effect is significant. If there are one or more "Potentially Significant Impact''
entries when the determination is made, an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) is
required.

4) "Potentially Significant Unless Mitigation Incorporated" applies where the
incorporation of mitigation measures has reduced an effect from "Potentially
Significant Impact" to a "Less than Significant Impact." The lead agency must
describe the mitigation measures, and briefly explain how they reduce the effect to
a less than significant level.

5) "Less-Than-significant Impach" Any impact that is expected to occur with
implementation of the project, but to a less than significant level because it would
not violate existing standards.

6) "No Impact" The project would not have an impact to the environment

n Earlier analyses may be used where, pursuant to Tiering, Program EIR, or other CEQA
process, an effect has been adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR or Negative Declaration.

8) Lead agencies are encouraged to incorporate into the checklist reference to
information sources for potential impacts (e.g. general plans, zoning ordinances).
Reference to a previously prepared or outside document should, where
appropriate, include a reference to the page or pages where the statement is
substantiated.

1812 E Main Sheet/110 Olympia Dr. - West Olympia Hotel
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ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED:

The environmental factors checked below would be
least one impact that is a "Potentially Significant
following pages.

! Aesthetics f] Agriculture & Forestry Resources X ait Quality

I niotogi.al Resources [l Cultural Resources I Energy

I Ceology/Soils ! Creenhouse Gases Emissions fi Hazards& Hazardous Mat.

I Hydrology/Water Quality ! t and Use/Planning E Mineral Resources

I Noire ! Population/Housing ! rrUt Services

l-l Recreauon ! transportation tr Utilities/Service Systems

E Witafire E Mandatory Findings of Significanc"! Norl"

DETERMINATION: (To be completed by the Lead Agency) On the basis of this initial evaluation:

! t fina that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and
a NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

E I fina that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment,
there will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made by
or agreed to by the project proponent. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be
prepared.

I t fina that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environmen! and an
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.

f] I fina that the proposed project MAY have a "potentially significant impact" or "potentially
significant unless mitigated" impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1.) has been
adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has been
addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis as described on attached sheets. An
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the effects that remain
to be addressed.

! t ma that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environmen!
because all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or
NEG TION pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or

that earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or
t are imposed upon the proposed project nothing further is required.

to

tl
Principal Planner

potentially affected by this project, involving at
Impact" as indicated by the checklist on the

tha

Date
M A?n
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EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS:

Potentially
Significant

lmpact

Less Than
Significant

Wtfi
Mitigation

lncorporation

Less
Than

Significant
lmpacl No lmpactI. AESTHETICS -

Would the project:

a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?

b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but
not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and historic
buildings within a state scenic highway?

c) Substantially degrade the existing visual character or
quality of the site and its surroundings?

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare which
would adversely affect day or nighftime views in the
area?

Sernxc

The aesthetic value of an area is a measure of its visual character and quality, combined with the
viewer response to the area (Federal Higluuay Administrntion, 1983). The visual quality component
can best be described as the overall impression that an individual viewer retains from residirg -,
driving through, walking through, or flying over an area. Viewer response is a combination of
viewer exposure and viewer sensitivity. Viewer exposure is a function of the number of viewers,
the number of views seerL the distance of the viewers, and the viewing duration. Viewer sensitivity
relates to the extent of the public's concern for a particular view shed (U.5. Bureau of land
Management, 1.980).

T\e City of Grass Valley 2020 General Plan notes that the City does not contain any designed scenic
vistas or highways, but generally acknowledges the City and its surroundings as having a wide
range of landscapes, scenic vistas and visual resources.

The two parcels contain 11 single family homes/cottages that will be demolished to accommodate
the hotel. The project site and area are visually characterized by development, primarily low-
density residential uses to the north and west with commercial uses adjoining the project site to the
south and east.

The project site has 1400 feet of frontage along East Main Street and 1200 feet on West Olympia
Drive. According to the project plans, an estimated 57 trees are proposed to be removed with
development of the project. No other scenic resources, including, but not limited to trees, rock
outcroppings, and historic buildings are located on the subject t2.6-acre project site.

Sources of existing light in the project area are streetlights, residential lighting, parking lot Iighting
and signage. Other sources of light and glare include vehicles traveling along East Main and West
Olympia Drive.

xtr
tr

tr
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a)&b) From its low-density residential use, the development of a two-story 74-room hotel and
related improvements would alter public views from both East Main Street and West
Olympia Drive.

A project would normally have a substantial adverse aesthetic effect with removal of natural
features or addition of man-made features or structures which substantially degrade the
visual intacbress and unity of the scenic vista or highway. Considering scenic vistas or
scenic highways are not within the project vicinity, the project will not substantially damage
scenic resources, including, but not limited to: trees, rock outcroppings, and historic
buildings within a state scenic highway. No impact wiII occur.

c) Distinguishing between public and private views is important when evaluating changes to
visual character or quality. Private views are views seen from privately-owned land and are
typically associated with individual viewers. Public views are experienced by the collective
public and include views of significant landscape features and along scenic roads.
According to CEQA (Pub. Resources Code, S 21000 et seq.) case law, only public views, not
private views, are protected. For example, in Association for Protcction etc. Values a. Ci$ of
Ukiah (1991) 2 Cal.App.4th 720 [3 Cal. Rptr.2d 488], the court determined that "we must
differentiate between adverse impacts upon particular persons and adverse impacts upon
the environment of persons in general. As recognizedby the court inTopanga Beach Renters

Assn. a. Departmcnt of C,eneral Seraices ('1976) 58 Cal.App.3d 188 [129 Cal.Rptr. 739]: '[A]ll
goverrunent activity has some direct or indirect adverse effect on some persons. The issue is
not whether [the project] will adversely affect particular persons but whether [the project]
will adversely affect the environment of persons in general."' Therefore, the focus in this
section is on potential impacts to public views. Sensitive public viewers in the surrounding
area would primarily consist of motorists, pedestrians, and biryclists travelling on East
Main Street. Exhibit E provides a photo illustration of the site plan and views of the project
site from East Main Skeet.

The proposed project would alter the visual character and quality of the site from very low-
density single-family dwellings within a forested site. For motorists, bicyclists, and
pedestrians travelling on East Main Street, the proposed project would alter views to the
north. However, the project proposes to retain many of the pine and other trees fronting
East Main Street. Moreover, additional landscaping is proposed to be planted to reduce
potential aesthetic impacts.

In the project vicinity, East Main Street, has a predominately a high intensity commercial
appearance with offices, fast food restaurants and similar type uses. To the north and west
are low density residential uses that border the parking lot and have views of the hotel
building. The hotel building itself is approximately 2,594 feet above mean sea level (amsl) in
height adjoining the north and west properties respectively. Annex Avenue at the east end
of the site is 2,598 amsl and 2,606 amsl at the west end of the site or 4 to 72 feet above the
ridge of the hotel. Accordingly, the views from the private residences on Annex Avenue are
approximately 10 to 18 feet above the hotel building.
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Generally, new development, if not carefully designed, can result in adverse impacts on
sites visible to public view. The property has been designated for urban development in the
City's General Plan for office and related uses. Hotels are permitted uses in the Office
Professional Zone pending approval of a Use Permit. Additionally, policies of the City's
General Plan Community Design Element (Chapter L0 of the 2020 General Plan) aim to
preserve the desirable physical and design features in Grass Valley and carry them over into
new development so that old and new development appear compatible. The City's
Community Design element states that new infill development within established areas

should be consistent in terms of scale, design, and materials. To this end, the Office
ProfessionalZone contains building setback, height and lot coverage requfuements to ensure
that buildings do not impinge upon adjoining land uses.

The architectural detailing of commercial facilities in the area includes natural materials of
the Gold Rush Genre. Specifically, Burger King and Arco AM/PM were recently renovated
with exterior architectural detailing consistent with the City's Design Guidelines. The
architectural design for the West Olympia Drive Hotel project includes materials and
architectural detailing consistent and compatible with the neighboring architecture of these

commercial facilities in the neighborhood as outlined in the Project Description. As such, the
proposed inlill hotel project is not anticipated to substantially degrade the existing visual
character or quality of the site and its surroundings.

Of the t84 trees identified in the Arborist Report, the project is anticipated to remove 1.57 or
67% of the trees from the site. The City's Community Design Guidelines suggests a20o/o free
retention for development projects in the City. This project proposes to retain 33% of the
trees onsite primarily along East Main Street, which exceeds the City's Design Guidelines
goal of preserving 20o/". According to the preliminary landscape plans, the developer is
proposing to plant an additional fifty (50) trees around the perimeter of the site.
Additionally, shrubs and ground cover are to be planted along the street frontages and
north and west property lines thereby further reducing visual impacts. At maturity, the
trees (i.e. London Platu, Sour Gum, Crape Wrtle, Pink Flozoing Dogtuood, Straufurry Tree, Red

We nnd Red Japanex Maple) will be 20 to 100 feet in height thereby further shielding the
public views from adjoining properties.

Although the replanting will not make up for the trees removed, the additional trees and
landscaping will soften the appearance of the hotel development on neighboring properties,
passing motorists and pedestrians alike. These impacts are considered less than significant.

A photometric plan has been prepared by Lighting Systems for the project showing the
lumens and fixture type and location. Lights to be installed on the hotel project site include
parking lot lighting, bollard pedestrian lighting and building lighting. The lighting fixtures
contain down shields thereby directing light downward. Accordingly, light spillover is not
anticipated to cause a significant impact to neighboring properties. Additionally, vehicles
entering the driveway on West Olympia Drive will create additional nighttime lighting.
However, considering the elevation difference between the hotel and adjoining residences,
the lights are not directly impacting adjoining uses. These potential lighting impacts are less

than simificant.
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II. AGRICULTURE RESOURCES & FOREST
RESOURCES-

Would the project:

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland
of Statewide lmportance (Farmland), as shown on the
maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and
Monitoring Program of the California Resources Agency,
to non-agricultural use?

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a
Williamson Act contract?

c) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of,
forest land (as defined in Public Resources Code Section
12220lg), timberland (as defined by Public Resources
Code Section 4526), or timberland zoned Timberland
Production (as defined by Government Code Section
s1104(g)?

Potentially
Significant

lmpact

Less Than
Significant

wrh
Mitigation

lncorporation

Less Than
Significant
lmpact No lmpact

n

tr

tr

d) Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest
land to non-forest uses?

e) lnvolve other changes in the existing environment which,
due to their location or nature, could result in conversion
of Farmland, to non-agricultural use or conversion of
forest land to non-forest use?

SemHc

The project is situated in an area that has been designated and zoned for office professional use by
the City of Grass Valby 2020 C,eneral Plan and Deaelopment Code respectively. With the exception of
the project site, the project area has been largely built out in accordance with the City's General
Plan land use designations. The site has historically been used for low density residential use since
1939 and no current agricultural operations or forestry lands exist on the project site as defined
according to the U.S. Departmcnt of Agriculture. Although, the property contains 84 trees, the project
site does not fall under the definition of forest lands as defined by Public Resources Code Section
1.2220(il.

lmplcrs

a)&b) The site is an infill site designated as "Urban and Built-up Innil' as defined according to the
U.S. Department of Agriculture. As defined, "IJrban and Built-up Land is used for residential,
industrial, commercial, construction, instifutional, and public administrative purposes.
Highways and other transportation facilities are also mapped as a part of Urban and Built-
up Land if they are a part of the surrounding urban areas."

The California Resources Agency farmland mapping program does not identify the project
site or vicinity as having Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide

!tr
trtr
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Importance. The proposed project site has been zoned for office professional uses and is
surrounded by similar developed commercial and residential uses. Considering no
farmland as defined by CEQA exists within the project area, the proposed project will not
involve conversion of farmland or zoning for agricultural use, includirrg any farmlands
under Williamson Act Contract. No impact will occur.

c)-e) As noted in the project setting above, the project will not conllict with existing zoning or
cause the rezoning of forest land (as defined in Public Resources Code Section lrlrQ(g),
timberland (as defined by Public Resources Code Section 4526), or timberland zoned
timberland Production (as defined by Govemment Code Section 5ff0+(g)).

Although, the project is slated to remove t57 trees from the site, the project will not result in
the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to non-forest uses as defined. Standard
conditions of approval require the applicant to obtain an exemption (for less than 3-acre
conversion) of a Timber Harvest Permit from the Cnlifornia Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection.

Additionally, the applicant will be required to obtain a Tree Removal Permit from the City
in accordance with Chnpter 12.36 of the City's Municipal Codc.In compliance with the City's
Tree Ordinance, the applicant shall be required to mitigate for the loss of trees by either
replanting on site or with the payment of an in-lieu fee or combination thereof. No impact
will occur.

Less Than
Signifcant

Potentially
Significant

lmpact

with
Mitigation

lncorporation

Less Than
Significant
lmpact No lmpact!II. AIR QUALITY.

Where available, the significance criteria established by the
applicable air quality management or air pollution control
district may be relied upon to make the following
determinations.

Would the project:

a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable
air quality plan?

b) Violate any air quality standard or contribute substantially
to an existing or projected air quality violation?

c) Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any
criteria pollutant for which the project region is non-
attainment under an applicable federal or state ambient
air quality standard (including releasing emissions which
exceed quantitative thresholds for ozone precursors)?

d) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant
concentrations?

e) Create objectionable odors affecting a substantial
number of people?

tr

n

tr

tr

tr

tr

tr

x

tr

trtr
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Sernxe

The project is located within the Northern Sierra Air Quality Management District's (NSAQMD)
area. The overall air quality in Nevada County is good but two known air quality problems exist
Ozone and Suspended Particulate Matter (PM-10). Nevada County is a "non-attainmenfl' for both
pollutants. PM-10 in Grass Valley meets federal ambient ozone standards but exceeds the more
stringent State standards in the winter, primarily due to smoke created from wood stoves and
fireplaces. Violations in the suruner months have been noted during forest fires or periods of open
buming. PM-10 is usually associated with dust generated during construction. Westem Nevada
County is a non-attainment area for the federal S-hour ozone standard and the entire county is non-
attainment for the state one-hour ozone standard.

The project will require excavation and grading work to accommodate the new project. Dust
generated by grading and construction activities could have a potential to create short-term air
quality impacts.

The NSAQMD has adopted standard regulations and mitigation measures for projects that exceed
certain air quality threshold levels to address and mitigate both short-and long-term emissions. The
Northern Sierra Air Quality Management District (NSAQMD) has established thresholds of
significance for PM-10 and the precursors to ozotte, which are reactive organic gases (ROG) and
nitrogen oxides (NOx) as shown on Table L below. The NSAQMD has developed a tiered approach
to significance levels: A project with emissions meeting Level A thresholds will require the most
basic mitigations; projects with projected emissions in the level B range will require more extensive
mitigations; and those projects which exceed Level C thresholds, will require an Environmental
Impact Report to be prepared, which may result in even more extensive mitigations.

IMPACTS

The project has been slated for urban development according to the City General Plan and
Zoning. The project will not conllict with or obshuct implementation of an air quality plan
prepared by NSAQMD. No impact will occur.

b)&d) Construction-related air pollutant emissions would originate from mobile and stationary
sources including but not limited to construction equipment exhaust, dust resulting from
earth-disturbance, painting, asphalt andf or concrete paving. Construction-related emissions
vary substantially depending on the level of construction activity,length of the construction
period, specific construction operations, types of equipment, number of personnel, wind
and precipitation conditions as well as soil moisture content. In its developed condition as a
hotel project, air pollutant emissions would be generated by, but not limited to, gas
appliances, gas-powered landscaping equipment, and vehicle exhaust.

To quantify project emissions, tlrc California Emission Estimator Model (CalEEMod) Version
20L6.3.2, emissions modeling program was used to estimate air pollutant emissions
associated with the project.

According to CalEEMod modeling results, air quality impacts for both construction and

a)
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operational (occupancy) phases would be less than significant for all regulated air
pollutants. Except for Reactive Organic Gases/Volatile Organic Compounds (ROG/VOC),
the daily emissions are below the Level A thresholds indicating the project requires
standard air quality mitigations relating to grading. For VOC/ROG emissions, which are at
Level B thresholds, the project would require a specific mitigation requiring the use of Low
VOC coatings and paints. The sole reason for the ROG/VOC emissions exceeding Level A
thresholds is from the application of architectural coating and paints. For example, the total
daily ROG /VX emissions are estimated at 93.93 lbs/ day. Of this total, 93.7 lbs/ day or
99.7Y, are attributed to architectural coatings and paints. The remaining emissions are from
off-road construction equipment which is negligible. Table 1 quantifies air quality impacts
resulting from the project.

Table 1- Air Quality Impacts
ect Congtruction and Emiseions Estimates

Based on CalEEMod modeling outputs for the proposed project, long-term operational
emissions would not exceed NSAQMD Level A significance thresholds.

Although construction and operation of the proposed project would not exceed NSAQMD
significance thresholds, NSAQMD's standard mitigation measures for projects with Level A
impacts would be imposed thereby minimizing project emissions. A specific mitigation is
also applied to Level B architectural coatings and paints requiring low VOC paintings and
coatings. Such conditions are considered appropriate to apply to the proposed project to
promote maintenance of air quality in the region. The standard mitigation measures
reconunended are consistent with goals of State Implementation Plans for the District.

Since operational emissions would be in accordance with accepted thresholds and
construction-related emissions would be short-term, it is expected that implementation of
NSAQMD's standard mitigation measures, as noted below during project construction and
operation, would ensure that impacts associated with the project would remain less than
significant.
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RoG (lbs/day) NOx (lbs/day) PMro (lbs/day) CO (lbs/day

Project Corutruction Impacts 93.93 17.U 5.63 74.34

Project Operational Impacts 2.75 7.8 2.50 13.65

Level A Thresholds

RoG (lbs/day) NOx (lbs/day) PMro (lbs/day)NSAQMD- Significance
Thresholds <24lbs/day <24lbs/day <79lbs/day

N/A

Level B Thresholds

RoG (lbs/day) NOx (lbs/day) PMro (lbs/day)
Maximum Proiect Emissions

2L1,36lbs/day 24/1%lbs/day 79-7%lbs/day
N/A

Level C Thresholds

RoG (lbslday) NOx (lbs/day) PMro (lbs/day)
Maximum Project Emissions

>'l,36lbs/day >136 lbs/day >'l,36lbs/day
N/A
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AQ 1 - Mitigation Measure:
Adaer* itnpacts to air quality resulting from tlrc propo*d project ruould remain less tlun signiftcant
ruith the folloruing mitigation measures.

1,. The project slull be required to ux Lottr VOC paintings and coatings.
2. The arylicant slull submit n Dust Mitigation Plan for reuiew anil approaalby tlu Northern

Siena Air Quality Mnnagemcnt District and City Engineer. Dust mitigation measures slullbe
implemented in accordance with tlrc approaed Dust Mitigation Plan. Tlu Dust Mitigation Plnn
slull include tlu following:
a. Tlu applicant slull fu responsible for ensuring tlut all ailequate dust control mcasures are

implementeil in a timely manner duing all phaxs of project detrelopment and construction.
b. All material excaaated, stockpiled, or graded slull be suficiently ruatered, treated, or coaered

to preaent dust from leaaing the property bounilaries and causing a public nuisance or a
aiolation of an ambient air stand.ard. Watering slnuld occur at least htrice ilaily, tuith
complete sitc coaerage.

c. All land cleaing, grading, earth moaing, or excauation actiaities on tlu project shnll be

suspended as necessary to preoent excessiae utindblotpn dust uhen utinds are expected to
exceed 20 mph.

d. All inactiue portions of tle detelopment site slull be coaered, xedcd, or uratcred until a

suitable cooer is establislrcd. Alternatioely, tlu applicant slull be responsible for applying
City approoed non-toxic soil stabilircrs (accoriling to mnnufictures specifcations) to all
inactiue construction areas (prettiously graded areas ulich remain inactiae for 96lnurs) in
accordance ruith tlrc local grading ordinance.

e, All areas with aeldclc traffic slull be wntered or hnae dust palliatizre applied as necessary for
regular stabilization of dust emissions.

f. All material transportud off-site slull be eitlur suficiently utatered or *curely coaered to
preaent public nuisnce.

8. Paued streets adjacent to tlrc project slull be szoept nt tlu end of each day, or as required to
remoue excessioe accumulations of silt and/or mud ruhich may luae resulted from actiaities at
tlu project site.

h. No burning of wastc mateial or aegetation slull talce place on-site. Altcrnntioes to burning
include clipping, mulching or conoerting to biomass.

With implementation of NSAQMD's recommended mitigation measures, the proposed
project's emissions are not anticipated to conflict with or obstruct implementation of an air
quality plan, violate air quality standards or contribute substantially to an existing or
projected air quality violation. Therefore, impacts are anticipated to remain less than
significant with implementation of standard NSAQMD's mitigation measures for Level A &
B projects.

The proposed project is not anticipated to produce any objectionable odors in its finished
condition that would affect a substantial number of people.

Initially, construction activities associated with the proposed projecf such as paving and
painting, are likely to temporarily generate objectionable odors. However, these odor-
generating construction activities are temporary, and are only likely to be detected by a
small number of residents nearest the project site. Therefore, impacts from temporary
project-related odors are considered less than significant.
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Potentially
Significant

lmpact

Less Than
Significant

wth
Mitigation

lncorporation

Less Than
Significant
lmpact No lmpactIV. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES .

Would the project

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or
through habitat modifications, on any species identified
as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in
local or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the
California Department of Fish and Game or U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service?

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat
or other sensitive natural community identified in local or
regional plans, policies, regulations or by the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service?

tr tr tr

c) Have a substantial adverse effect on federally protected
wetlands as defined by Section 4O4 of the Clean Water
Act (including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal pool,
coastial, etc.) through direct removal, filling, hydrological
interruption, or other means?

d) lnterfere substantially with the movement of any native
resident or migratory fish or wildllfe species or with
established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors,
or impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites?

e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting
biological resources, such as a tree preservation policy or
ordinance?

f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat
Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation
Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat
conservation plan?

Sernrc

The biological communities identified on the project site are broadly classified, whenever possible,
into alliances and associations as described in A Manual of Cnlifornia Vegetation (Saruyer et a1.,2009).
Five land cover types exist on the project site. The majority of the site is comprised of McNab
cypress woodland with smaller portions consisting of ponderosa pine forest, Fremont Cottonwood
woodland, and ruderal/developed lands.

The project site contains 11 single family dwellings and related uses. With exception of the trees
noted above, the site is predominately developed and therefore, grasslands, vegetation and other
habitat types have been significantly disturbed /altercd.

x

x

tr

xtr
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The Grass Valley area is host to many wildlife species. Documented rodent species include the deer
mouse, westem harvest mouse, California meadow vole, Botta's pocket gopher and beaver. These
populations provide a constant food source for predatory species such as the coyote, bobcat, and
gray fox, as well as for several raptors. In addition, the Grass Valley area also supports limited
potential winter habitat for the bald eagle in the form of riparian habitats.

The Federal Endangered Species Act and Califomia Endanger Species Act provide legal protection
for plant and animal species in danger of becoming extinct. T"l'rc California Department of Fish nnd
Wildlife analyzes projects for possible impacts to species as well as their habitats. Thre California
Natitte Plnnt Society helps to determine which plant species and habitats should be listed as special
status species under the California Endangered Species Act.

IMPACTS

a) The CDFG Natural DittersiU Datn Bav revealed six sensitive potentially located within the Grass
Valley area including: Stebbin s Morning Glory, Pine Hill Flannelbush, Red-anthered Rush,
Follett s Monardella, Scadeen Flat Checkerbloom, Califomia Horned Lizard, Blacktail Deer and
Wetlands.

Considering the site is an urban infill site currently developed with eleven (11) residential
dwellings, roads and accessory uses, the site is not suitable habitat for the above noted species.

However, the existing trees, shrubs, and grasslands within the project area contain suitable
habitat for nesting raptors and Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) and California Department of
Fish andWildlife (CDW protected nesting bird species. The breeding season for most protected
birds in the vicinity of the project area is generally from March L to August 30. Vegetation
clearing or tree removal outside of the breeding season for such bird species would not require
the implementation of any avoidance, minimization, or mitigation measures. However,
construction or development activities during the breeding season could disturb or remove
occupied nests of migratory birds or raptors and would require the implementation of a pre-
construction survey within 250 feet of the disturbance area within the project area for nesting
migratory birds and raptors prior to development.

With respect to the potential of protected birds identified above, the applicant has indicated that
gtading activates will likely corunence during the breeding season (March 1. through August
30). Should the applicant decide to perform tree and land disturbance activities during the
breeding season, the following mitigation measure will assure that impacts to migratory birds
are reduced to a less than significant level:

BIO 1 - Mitigation Measure:
lf construction or deaelopnunt actiaities occur during tle nesting yason (March 1, through August 30) a
pre-construction nesting bird suroey slull be completed by a qualified biologist, tuithin 250 of any
potential nesting migratory birds and rnptors lubitat. lf nesting raptors or migratory birds are identified
during sunteys, actiue nests slnuld be aooidcil, and a no disturbance or destruction area slull be

established until after the nesting sason or a wildlife biologist determines tlut tlu young luae flcdged.
The extent of tlux buffers urould be iletermineil by a ruildltfe biologist and ruould depend on tlu specinl-
status species prexnt, tlu bael of noix or construction disturbance, line of sight behpeen the nest and tle
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disturbance, ambient leaels of noi* and otlur disturbances, and other topographical or artificial barriers
Tlu* factors shoulilfu analyzed to make an appropiate decision onbufer distanccs.

Vegetation clearing or tree removal outside of the breeding season for such bird species would
not require the implementation of avoidance, minimizatiory or additional conditions.

b)-c)Riparian and aquatic communities are represented by several creeks in the Grass Valley area,
namely, the lower portion of Wolf Creek, Squirrel Creek and South Fork Wolf Creek. The
project site does not contain wetland riparian habitat. The project will not have an impact on
riparian habitat or other sensitive communities or federally protected wetlands. No impact will
occur.

d) Known migratory deer ranges outlined in the Nertada C-ounty C*neral Plan were reviewed for
deer migration corridors, critical range, and critical fawning areas. The project area is not
located i. *y know major deer corridors, known deer holding areas, or critical deer fawning
areas. Per the Migratory Deer Ranges Neaada County C,eneral Phtn map, the project is in an area of
potential Deer Winter Range. The field survey did not record any observations of deer. The
project area does not contain any known major deer migration corridors, known deer holding
areas, nor critical deer fawning areas. No impact will occur.

e) Prior to removing the 57 trees from the proper$, the applicant shall be required to obtain a Tree
Permit in accordance with Clupter 1,2.36 of tlu City Municipal Codc. The Tree Permit shall be
approved by the City of Grass Valley Public Works Department prior to or concurrently with
approval of improvement plans for the project. No tree removal or grading shall occur until
such time a tree permit has been approved and mitigation for migratory raptors has been
satisfied. Mitigation for the removal of trees shall be completed in accordance with Clupter
1.2.36.085 of tlrc City's Deaelopment Cnde. Trees to be preserved on-site shall also be shown on the
improvement plans and protective fencing shall be installed prior to any grading activities. The
fencing shall be in accordance with Section 1,2.36.200 of the Ci$'s Deaelopment Code. As a result
of the City's tree permitting and tree protection requirements, this impact is considered less
than significant.

0 The property is slated for urban development according to the Ci$ of Grass Valley C,eneral Plan
and Dnelopment Code. The project will not conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat
Conservation Plan, Nafural Community Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional,
or state habitat conservation plan. No impact will occur.

Potentially
Significant

lmpact

Less Than
Significant

wth
Mitigation

lncorporation

Less Than
Significant
lmpact No lmpactV. GULTURAL RESOURCES -

Would the project:

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance
of a historical resource as defined in $15064.5?

n
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b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance
of an archaeological resource pursuant to $15064.5?

c) Disturb any human remains, including those interred
outside of formal cemeteries?

trtr

tr

x
tr

tr

tr

TRIBAL CULTURAL RESOURCES .

Would the project:

Would the project c€ruse a substantial adverse change in the
significance of a tribal cultural resource, defined in Public
Resources Code section 21074 as either a site, feature,
place, cultural landscape that is geographically defined in
terms of the size and scope of the landscape, sacred place,
or object with cultural value to a California Native American
tribe, and that is: ?

d) Listed or eligible for listing in the California Register of
Historical Resources, or in a local register of historical
resources as defined in Public Resources Code section
5020,1(k)?

e) A resource determined by the lead agency, in its discretion
and supported by substantial evidence, to be significant
pursuant to criteria set for the in subdivision (c) of Public
Resources Code Section 5024.1, the lead agency shall
consider the significance of the resource to a California
Native American Tribe.

tr

x trtr

SernHc

Nevada County is part of the Sierra Nevada Range, a geologic block approximately 400 miles long
and 80 miles wide which extends in a north-south bank along the eastem portion of Califomia. Two
features of the Sierra Nevada distinctly characterize the terrain of Nevada County. The westem
third of the county is comprised of rolling foothills which form a transition between the low-lying
Sacramento Valley and the mountains to the east. The area extending from the Yuba County line to
just northeast of the Grass Valley/Nevada City area is generally comprised of metavolcanics and
granitic formations.

Prehistoric use and occupation focused on major surface water sources and other natural resource
areas, with emphasis given to stream confluences and to ecotones created at the interface of
foothill/valley lands, elements of which are located within and/ or near the present study area.

Generally, environmental conditions within the region have remained stable throughout the past 8-
10,000 years, although minor fluctuations in overall precipitation and temperature regime have
been documented and may have influenced prehistoric patterns of land use and settlement.

All the Area of Potential Effect (APE) was subjected to intensive pedestrian survey by means of
walking parallel transects, spaced at 10-meter intervals. In searching for cultural resources, the
surveyor considered the results of background research and was alert for any unusual contours,
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soils changes, distinctive vegetation pattems, exotic materials, artifacts, feature or feafure remnants
and other possible markers of cultural sites.

Disturbance to the ground surface is generally moderate throughout the APE. Corutruction of
several buildings, graded access, landscaping and buried utilities, have all contributed to both
surface and subsurface disturbances within the APE.

IMPACTS

a)&b) According to the Cultural Renurces lnttentor! Suruey preparedby Sean Micluel lenxn dated Apnl
18, 2020, there is no evidence that the su$ect property was developed prior to 1939. Aerial
photographs depict a residence within the northeastern portion of the APE as early as 1.939,

while later aerial images and topographic maps depict 12 buildings within the APE as early
as 1950. Further, tifle searches indicate that the property has been subject to placement of
both water lines and sanitary sewer lines, with water line easements created in1932,1947,
1959 and1971, and sewer line easements created in 1959 and1977.

As noted, the site consists of eleven (11) single family homes. Overall, the site occupies the
majority of the APE and is further distinguished by graded access roads, electrical power
lines and abandoned garages/shed foundations. The eleven (11) residential buildings are
further described and evaluated below as buildings 11.0, 120, 130,150 and L, 2,5, 6,7, 8 and 9
in the Cultural Resource lnuentory Suntey prepared for the project (See Aftachment 2 - Histoic
Property Inaentory Data Sluets).

Building 110: Situated near the intersection of East Main Street and West Olympia Drive, this
building consists of a single-family residence, generally square in plan, and extending
approximately 32 feet in length and26 feet in width. Situated on a post and pier foundatioru
the building is covered with 6-inch tongue and groove horizontal siding and plywood
skirting wraps covering the lower portion of the building's supports. A small "carriage"
garage, or basement access is situated on the south end of the east wall and is covered with
two swinging doors. Rafters are hidden behind a closed soffit, and the roof exhibits a quasi-
hipped element near the ridge ends. The roof itseU is covered with contemporary asphalt
composition shingles. A covered porch has been added to the building's north side and a

brick chimney is visible near the center of the building. The front door is situated in a small
notched front porch on the buildings southeast end, and a rear door is situated on the north
side. Window frames are contemporary vinyl varieties.

Building 120: Sits approximately 65 feet north of 110, and immediately south of 130, this
building consists of a single-family residence generally square in plan and extending
approximately 30 feet in both length and width. Situated on a combination of concrete stem
wall and post and pier foundation, the building is covered with 4-inch tongue and groove
horizontal siding, and plywood skirting wraps. The roof is covered with contemporary
asphalt composition shingles and is supported by 2 inch by 4inch exposed rafters. A covered
porch is situated on the west side and a metal chimney is visible near the center of the
building. Window frames are contemporary vinyl and aluminum varieties.
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Building 130: Situated immediately north of 120, this building consists of a single-family
residence generally rectangular in plan and extending approximately 35 feet in length and24
feet in width. Situated on a combination of concrete stem wall and post and pier foundation,
the building is covered with 3.5-inch ship-lapped horizontal siding. The roof is covered with
contemporary asphalt composition shingles supportedby 2 inch by 4inch exposed rafters,
with gable ends at the east and west. Window frames are contemporary vinyl varieties.

Building 150: Situated approximately 30 feet northeast of 130 this building consists of a

single-family residence generally rectangular in plan and extending approximately 30 feet in
length and 24 feet in width. Situated on a post and pier foundatiory the building is covered
with 4-inch tongue and groove horizontal siding and plywood skirting wraps. The roof is
covered with contemporary asphalt shingles and is supported by 2-inch by 4-inch exposed
rafters with gable ends at the east and west. Window frames are contemporary vinyl
varieties.

Building 1: Situated near the southwest comer of the APE 30, this building consists of a
small, single family residence, generally rectangular in plan and extending approximately 30
feet in length artd 22 feet in width. Situated on a combination foundation of concrete slab,
stem wall, and post and pier, the building is covered with horizontal faux log siding. The
roof is covered with contemporary asphalt composition shingles and a covered porch is
situated at the entrance on the north wall. A small deck is located on the building's south
side. Window frames are contemporary vinyl varieties.

Building 2: Situated a short distance northeast of Building L this building consists of a small
single-family residence generally rectangular in plan and extending approximately 26 feet in
length and22 feet in width. Situated on a stem wall slab foundation, the building is covered
with contemporary plywood siding. The roof is covered with contemporary asphalt
composition shingles and a covered porch is situated at the entrance on the west wall. A
small deck is located on the building's south side. Window frames are contemporary vinyl
varieties.

Building 5: Situated a short distance east of Building 2 this building consists of a small single'
family residence generally square in plan and extending approximately 22 feet on each side.
Situated on a concrete stem wall foundation, the building is covered with contemporary
plywood siding. The roof is covered with contemporary asphalt composition shingles and a
covered porch is situated at the entrance on the north wall. A small deck is located on the
buildings south side. Window frames are contemporary aluminum varieties.

Building 6: Situated a short distance east of Building 5, this building consists of a small
single-family residence generally rectangular in plan and extending approximately 24 feet in
length and 20 feet in width. Situated on a concrete stem wall foundation the building is
covered with 3.5-inch ship-lapped horizontal siding with contemporary plywood skirting
along the lower portion of the building's perimeter. The roof is covered with contemporary
asphalt composition shingles and supported by 2 inch by 4-inch exposed rafters. A covered
and enclosed porch is situated at the entrance on the north wall. A small deck is located on
the building's south side. Window frames are contemporary aluminum varieties.
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Building 7: Situated a short distance east of Building 5 this building consists of a small,
single family residence generally square in plan and extending approximately 24 feet on
each side. Situated on a concrete stem wall foundation, the building is covered with
contemporary plywood siding. The roof is covered with contemporary asphalt composition
shingles and supported by 2-inch by 4-inch exposed rafters. A covered porch is situated at
the entrance on the north wall. A small deck is located on the buildings' south side. Window
frames are contemporary vinyl varieties and brick chimney is visible in the center portion of
the building.

Building 8: Situated approximately 60 feet north-northwest of Buildings 5 and Z this
building consists of a single-family residence extending approximately 36 feet in length and
24 feet in width. The building consists of a square building with a rectangular addition on
the north side. Situated on a combination concrete slab, stem wall and post and pier
foundatiory the building is covered with 3.5-inch shipJapped horizontal siding. The roof is
covered with contemporary asphalt composition shingles and supported by 2-inch by &inch
exposed rafters. A covered porch and deck are situated at the entrance on the south wall.
Window frames are contemporary vinyl varieties.

Building 9: Situated approximately 25 feet northwest of Building 3, this building consists of
a small, single family residence generally square in plan and extending approximately 34

feet on each side. Situated on a concrete stem wall foundation, the building is covered with
contemporary Hardi-board siding. The roof is covered with contemporary asphalt
composition shingles and supported by 2-inch by 4-inch exposed rafters. The building
entrance is situated on the north wall. Window frames are contemporary vinyl varieties.

Based upon the above building descriptions, specific application of the criteria to historic
sites results in the following conclusions:

1) The site is not associated with events that have made significant contributions to the
broad pattems of local or regional history or the cultural heritage of Califomia or the
United States. While residential and commercial activities where undertaken on the
property, there is no evidence that any of these buildings ever made broader
contributions to history.

2) This site is not associated with the lives of persons important to local California or
national history. Examination of existing property ownership documentation and
records confirms that there is no evidence that any individuals that owned the property
constructed the existing buildings or resided at this site have made significant
contributions to state or local history.

3) Aerial images from 1939 show that by that date a residence is located a short distance
west of West Olympia Drive and north of East Main Street generally conforming to the
location of Building 110. Future aerial images depict additional buildings within the
APE. However, these seven buildings do not appear on the 1939 aerial images and thus
likely post-date the photo. Regardless, there generally appears to be four distinct
buildings types present within the APE. Building 110 displays various structural
differences from its closest neighboring buildings (120,130, and 150). Building 8 appears
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older and distinct from its closest neighboring buildings (1.,2,5, 6,7 and 9). In short,
there appears to be a temporal and design discoru:ect among the various buildings.
Based on existing inventory data maintained by the Norfh Central Information Ctnter,
numerous examples of residential strucfures of these various architecfural styles exist in
the City, County, regiorl and state. Clearly, this site is not at all rare in the Califomia
inventory nor does this site represent a distinctive type or a distinguishable entity whose
components may lack individllal disfinction.

For these reasons, this site is recommended not eligible per Califoruia Register of Historic
Resources (CRHR) Criteria 3 and this site would not appear to be potentially significant
per the CEQA criteria under Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 5024.1,. Criteria 3
embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method of
construction, or represents the work of an important creative individual, or possesses
high artistic values.

4) Data recovery work involving this site could not be expected to provide unique or
unusual additional information over and above that which exists in the existing site
record prepared. There are no subsurface accumulations for which further evaluation or
recordation might be considered appropriate. Under these circumstances, further
research in the form of data recovery or additional detailed recording would not likely
further the understanding of the site.

For these reasons, this site is recommended not eligible per CRHR Criterion 4 and this
site would not appear to be potentially significant per the CEQA criteria under PRC
5024J,. Criteria 4 means the site or structures have yielded, or may be likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

While the site would not appear to be under the evaluation criteria, the issue of site integrity
must be addressed. The site represents a mid-20tt century eclectic complex of small
residences. Consequently, the various episodes of construction, along with other
contemporary modifications over the past several decades have rendered this site not
eligible for inclusion in the CRHR.

Existing records of the North Centrnl lnformntion Center (NCIQ document that all the present
APE had been subject to previous archaeological investigation, and that no prehistoric or
historic-era sites had been documented within the APE. As well, the present effort included
an intensive-level pedestrian survey conducted by Sean Micluel Jensen, M.A. The pedestrian
survey failed to identify any prehistoric or historic-era sites within the APE. Additionally,
no evidence of historic use or occupation was observed within the APE.

Based on the specific findings detailed in the Cultural Resources Survey and Cultural
Inventory, no significant historical resources, or unique archaeological resources are located
in the APE.

c)-e) No evidence of prehistoric use or occupation was observed within the APE. The absence of
such materials might best be explained by more suitable habitation settings at nearby
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locales, as well as the signfficant degree of disturbance to which the entire property has been
subjected.

Consultation was undertaken with the Natiae American Heitage Commission (NAHC)
regarding sacred land listing for the property, including an information request letter dated
October 28,2019. The NAHC responded indicating that a search of their Sacred Lands files
refurned negative results.

Consultation was also conducted with the Unitcil Auburn lndian Community (UAIC) n
accordance with AB 52. Considering the existing developed site coupled with the findings
of the Cultural Resources Inventory Survey prepared for the project, AB 52 Consultation
was not requested for the project.

Although much of the area has been disturbed with past construction activities, evidence of
human burial or scatted human remains related to prehistoric occupation of the area could
be inadvertently encountered anywhere within the project area during future corutruction
activity or other actions involving disturbance to the ground surface and subsurface
components. In the event of such an inadvertent discovery, the County Coroner would have
to be informed and consulted, per State law. Ultimately, the goal of consultation is to
establish EIn agreement between the most Iikely lineal descendant designated by the Natioe
Aneican Heitage Commission and the project proponent(s) regarding a plan for treatment
and disposition of any human remains and artifacts which might be found in association.
Such treahnents and disposition may require reburial and any identified human
remains/burials with a "preserve" or other designed portion of the development property
not subject to ground disturbing impacts.

Despite negative findings of the Cultural Resource Inventory Survey, the following
mitigation measure will be required for the project in the case of inadvertent discovery:

CUL 7 - Mitigation Measare:
lnadaertent Divoaeries - lf potcntial tribal cultural resources OCRs), archaeological resources, otlur
cultural resources, are discoaered, ruork shall cea* within 100 feet of the find (based on tlu apparent
distribution of culturnl resources) and n qualifud cultural resources specialist and UAIC
repre*ntntiae ruill assess tlrc significance of tlu find and malce recommendntions for furtlrcr
eaaluation and treatruent as necessary. Culturully appropriate treatment may include, but is not
limited to, processing mateials for reburial, minimizing handling of cultural objects, leaaing objects
in place witlin tlu landrcnpe, returning objects to n locntion ruithin tlrc project nrea wlure they will
not be subject to future impacts. The Tribe does not consider curation of Tribal Cultural Renurces
(fCR's) to be appropiate or resryctful and requests mnterials not be permanently curated, unbss
requestedby tlrc Tribe.

lf adaerx impacts to tribal culturnl resources, unique archaeology, or otler cultural resources occurs,
tlen consultation ruith UAIC and otlur traditionally and culturally affiliated Natiue American
Trifus regarding mitigation contained in Public Renurccs Codc sections 21084.3(a) and (b) and
CEQA Guidelines *ction 15370 should occur.
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CUL 2 - Mitigation Measure:
lnadaertent Dircoaeries - ln tlu euent of dixoaery or recognition of any luman remains in any
location otlur tlun a dedicated cemetery, tlere slull be no furtlur excauation or disturbance of tlu site
or any nearby flrea reafinably suspected to ouerlie ailjacent remnins until the Neoada County
Coroner lus determined, in accordance zoith Clupter 10 (commencing utith Section 27460) of Part 3

of Diaision 2 of Title 3 of tlu Goaernment Code, that the remnins are not subject to tlrc proaisions of
Section 27491. of tlu Gooernment Code or any other relatcd prottisions of laru concerning
inaestigation of tlw circumstances, manner and cause of any dcath, and the recommendntions
concerning tlrc treatment and disposition of tlu ltuman remains lwae been made to tlu person
responsibb for the excaaation, or to lis or lur authoired repre*ntatiae, in tlu manner proaidcil in
Section 5097.98 of tlu Public Resources Code. Tlu coroner slull malce his or her determination within
htto ruorking days from tlrc time the person responsfule for the excautation, or his or her authoirud
reprcxntatiae, notifes tlrc coroner of tlrc discoaery or recognition of tle lrumnn remains.

If tlu coroner determines tlut tlrc remains are not subject to his or lur autlnity and if tlrc coroner
recognizes the luman remains tobe tlrc* of a Natiae Ameican, or lus rcason tobelieue tlut tley are
tln* of a Natiue Ameican, lrc or slu slwll contact by teleplnne utithin 24 hours, tle Natiae
Ameicnn Heitage Commission in accordance uith Section 5097.98 of tlv Public Resources Code.

Potentially
Significant

lmpact

Less Than
Significant

with
Mitigation

lncorporation

Less Than
Significant
lmpact No lmpactVI. ENERGY -

Would the project:

a) Result in potentially significant environmental impact due
to wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary consumption of
energy resources, during project construction or
operation?

xn
b) Conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan for renewable

energy or energy efficiency.

Semruc

Electricity and natural gas are the two primary forms of energy used in the City and are provided
by Pacrfic Gas anil Electric @GeD. Grass Valley has already implemented programs that have
resulted in or will lead to benefits in the form of energy efficiency, renewable energy, and water
efficiency.

Energy conservation standards for new residential and commercial buildings were originally
adopted by the California Energy Resources Conseroation and Deaelopment Commission in June 1977
and have been updated periodically since (Title 24, Part 6 of the Califomia Code of Regulations). In
general, Title 24 requires the design of building shells and building components to be energy
efficient. The standards are updated periodically to allow for consideration and possible
incorporation of new energy efficiency technologies and methods.

In July 2008, the California Building Standnrds C-ommission adopted the nation s first green building
standards. The California Green Building Standards Code (Pafi II, Title 24) was adopted as part of the
Califomia Building Standards Code (Title 24, California Code of Regulations). Part 11 establishes
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voluntary standards on planning and design for sustainable site development energy efficiency (in
excess of California Energy Code requirements), water conservation, material conservation, and
intemal air contaminants.

IMPACTS

a)&b) The project is subject to compliance with Title 24 energy efficiency standards and Green
Building Codes adopted by the City. Approved building plans shall be in accordance with
Title 24 and Green Building Standards for energy efficiency standards.

The project will not conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan for renewable energy or
energy efficienry. Due to the Green Building recycling and Title 24 energy provisions, these
impacts are considered less than significant.

Less Than
Significant

wthPotentially
Significant

lmpact

n

Mitigation
lncorporation

Less Than
Significant

lmpact No lmpactVII. GEOLOGY AND SOILS -
Would the project:

a) Expose people or structures to potential substantial
adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury, or death
involving:

i) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated
on the most recent Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault
Zoning Map issued by the State Geologist for the
area or based on other substantial evidence of a
known fault? Refer to Division of Mines and Geology
Special Publication 42.

ii) Strong seismic ground shaking?

iii) Seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction?

iv) Landslides?

b) Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil?

c) Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or
that would become unstable as a result of the project,
and potentially result in on- or off-site landslide, lateral
spreading, subsidence, liquefaction or collapse?

d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined in the Building
Code, creating substantial risks to life or property?

e) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of
septic tanks or alternative wastewater disposal systems
where sewers are not available for the disposal of waste
water?

tr

xtr

tr
tr
tr

tr
x
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f) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological
resource or site or unique geologic feature.

Semxe
Nevada County is part of the Sierra Nevada Range, a geologic block approximately 400 miles long
and 80 miles wide which extends in a north-south direction along the eastem portion of Califomia.
The terrain of Nevada County is distinctly characterized by two features of the Sierra Nevada. The
western third of the County is comprised of rolling foothills which form a transition between the
low-lying Sacramento Valley and the mountains to the east.

The Glenbrook area has gabbro and diabase, while Miocine-Pliocene volcanic rocks are found at the
northwest area along Deadman Flat Road and at the east end of the Plaruring area around the
Nevada County Air Park.

Grass Valley is not within an Alquist-Priolo zone. However, ground movement can be felt in Grass
Valley from earthquakes at intermediate distances and f16p distant earthquakes.

There are several mapped faults within a fifty-mile radius of the City of Grass Val1ey. A fault is
defined as "a planar or gently curving fracfure in the earth's crust across which there has been
relative displacement". When movement occurs along a fault, the energy generated is released as
waves, which causes ground shaking. Ground shaking intensity varies with the magnitude of the
earthquake, the distance from the epicenter and type of rock or sediment through which seismic
waves move.

Based on the 20'1.0 Fault Actiaity Mnp of California prepared by the California C,eological Suruey, the
nearest faults within a 50 mile radius of the subject property with historic ruptures or those
mapped surface displacements of Holocene age or younger (i.e. younger than 1-l..,700 years before
present) are the Cleveland Hill Fault (26 miles northwest) the Mohawk Valley Fault (45.5 miles
northeast), the Polaris Fault (46 miles east-northwest) and the West Tahoe Fault (49.5 miles
southeast).

The nearest faults with mapped surface displacements dated between Late Pleistocene and
Holocene time (i.e. between 17,700 and 700,000 years before present), are the Wolf Creek Fault (11

miles south-southwest), the Giant Gap Fault (12.5 miles east), the Spenceville-Deadman Fault (14
miles southwest), the Swan Ravine Fault (23 miles northwest), the Bear Mountains Fault Zone (26
miles south) and the Dogwood Peak Fault (34.5 miles north-northeast).

In summary, the Grass Valley area is rated as a low-intensity earthquake zone. A low-intensity zone
is defined by the United States &ological SurueA as an area that is likely to experience an earthquake
measuring 5.0 to 5.9 on the Richter scale and a maximum intensity of VI or VII on the Modified
Mercalli scale.

IMPACTS

a) According to the 2008 Ground Motion lnterpolator prepared by the Ctrlifornia Geologic Suntey, the
earthquake peak ground acceleration that has 2 percent probability of being exceeded in 50
years for the property is 0.3049, and the earthquake peak ground acceleration that has L0
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percent probability of being exceeded in 50 years for the property is 0.1669. This is a relatively
low level of ground shaking for California.

Construction within the City of Grass Valley is required to conform to the current edition of
the California Building Code (CBC) which is based on the lnternational Building Code. The CBC
incorporates numerous more detailed and/or more stringent regulations to reflect conditions
specffic to the seismic and other conditions specific to Califomia. The CBC includes specific
measures for excavation, foundations, and retaining walls and regulates grading activities,
including drainage and erosion control and construction on expansive soils. Due to Building
Code requirements, this impact is less than significant.

b) Although the project site has a slope of approximately 5 to 45 percent, once graded, the site is
required to be seeded as soon as possible to allow vegetation to become established prior to
and during the rainy season. In addition, grading that results in greater than one acre of soil
disfurbance or in sensitive areas requires the preparation of a site-specific storm water
pollution prevention plan to be approved by the State Regional Water Quality Control Board.
As part of the pollution prevention plan, Best Management Practices (BMPs) are implemented
to ensure that erosion does not occur. This impact is less than significant.

c)-d) Aiken-Cohasset association soils are present on the project site. Aiken{ohasset association
soils exhibit gently sloping to steep well-drained loams and cobbly loams formed over
andesitic conglomerate and metabasic rock. SoiI depths in this association are about 42-60
inches or more. Aiken-Cohasset association soils have permeabilities in the range of 0.2 to 0.5
inches per hour (moderately slow permeabilities).

The project is also located in an area of Low Risk for landslides. To date, a site.specific
Geotechnical Report has not been prepared for the project. However, the soils of the property
are not anticipated to present unstable soil conditions due to development of the site and area.
Prior to grading activities, a Geotechnical Report shall be prepared concurrently with
improvement plans for approval by the City of Grass Valley Engineering Division. Provided
the recommendations of the Geotechnical report are followed, impacts resulting from geologic
and soil conditions are less than significant. As such, the following mitigation measure will
reduce this potential impact to a less than significant level:

GEO 7 - MitigationMeasure:
Tlu applicnnt slull submit to tlv City Engircer for reoieut and acceptnnce hoo copics of n detailed Soils
Engineeing Report and Engineering Geology Report certifiedby n Ciail Engineer registered in tlu State
of Cnlifornin. ln nddition to tlrc Califurnia Building Coile requirements, the report slull specifu tlu
pnaement structurnl *ctions for the propo*d roadtotrys in relation to tlu propoxil trafic indexes.'l'lte
improztements and grading plans slull incorporate the recommendations of tlu approued Soils
Engineeing Report nnd Engineering Geology Report. Tlrc project deueloper slull retain a ciail engineer,
soils engineer, and engineering geologist to prottide professional inspection of tlu grading operations. lf
ruork is ob*raed ss not being in compliance with tlu California Building Code and tlu approaed
improuements and grading plans, tlu discrepnncies slull W reported immediately in ruiting to tlrc
permittee, tlu Building Oficial, and the Engineeing Diaision.
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e) The project will be connected to Nevada Irrigation District (NID) and City of Grass Valley
utilities for both water and sewer. Therefore, this potential impact is not applicable. No impact
will occur.

0 The project will not directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or site or
unique geologic feature as paleontological resources are not at the site. No impact will occur.

Potentially
Significant

lmpact

Less Than
Significant

wth
Mitigation

lncorporation

Less Than
Significant
lmpact No lmpactVI!I. GREENHOUSE GASES -

Would the project:

a) Generate Greenhouse emissions, either directly or
indirectly, that may have a significant impact on the
environment.

b) Conflict with any applicable plan, policy or regulation of
any agency adopted for the purpose of reducing the
emissions of greenhouse gases.

SETTING

The City of Grass Valley has not conducted a greenhouse gas emissions inventory or adopted a
Climate Action Plan, performance standards, or a GHG efficienry metric. However, the City of
Grass Valley has adopted an Energy Action Plan au,.rd the 2020 General Plan includes numerous
goals, policies, and programs which, if implemented, will reduce Grass Valley's impacts on global
climate change and reduce the threats associated with global climate change to the City.

CEQA Guidelines Section 15M4.4 provides direction to lead agencies in determining the
significance of impacts from GHG emissions. Section 150€A.a@) calls on lead agencies to make a
good faith effort, based upon available information, to describe, calculate or estimate the amount of
GHG emissions resulting from a project. The lead agency has the discretion to determine, in the
context of a particular project how to quantify GHG emissions.

Greenhouse gasses (GHG) include gases that can affect the earth's surface temperature. The natural
Process through which heat is retained in the troposphere is called the greenhouse effect. The
greenhouse effect traps heat in the troposphere through a process of absorbing different levels of
radiation. GHG are effective in absorbing radiation which would otherwise escape back into space.
Therefore, the greater the amount of radiation absorbed, the greater the warming potential of the
atmosphere. GHG are created through a nafural process and/or industrial processes. These gases
include water vapor (H2O), carbon dioxide (CO2), methane (CH4), nitrous oxide (NzO),
hydrfluorocarbons (HFCs), Perfluorocarbons (PFCs) and sulfur hexalluoride (SF6).

trx

trtr

tr
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The United States Enaironmental Protection Agency (EPA) identifies the following four primary
constituents that represent the greenhouse gas emissions of most importance:

L. Carbon Dioxide (CO2): CO2 is primarily generated by the buming of fossil fuels. Other sources
including burning of solid waste and wood products.

2. Methane (CHa): CH4 is emitted from incomplete combustion of forest fires, landfills, livestock
and animal land uses, and leaks in nafural gas lines.

3. Nitrous Oxide (N20): N20 is produced by agricultural and industrial activities.
4. Fluorinated Gases (HFCs and PFCs): These gases are emitted from industrial activities and

refrigerants uses in both stationary refrigeration and mobile air conditioning.

The US EPA estimates nearly 85"/" of the nationis GHG emissions are comprised of carbon dioxide.
For most non-industrial developed projects, motor vehicles make up the bulk of GHC emissions.
According to the Califomia Air Resources Board, the primary GHG emitted by vehicles are CO2,
CH4, H2O, and HCFs.

Since 2005, the Califomia legislature adopted several bills, and the Governor signed several
Executive Orders, in response to the impacts related to global warming. Assembly Bill 32 states
global warming poses a serious threat to Califomia and directs the Air Resources Board to develop
and adopt regulations that reduce GHG emissions to 1990 levels by the year 202O. Senate BlJ.l 97
requires an assessment of projects GHG emissions as part of the CEQA process. SB 97 also required
the Offce of Planning and Rexarcft to develop guidelines to analyze GHG emissions.

The NSAQMD has not adopted thresholds of significance for GHG emissions. Additionally,
California Air Resources Board (CARB) has not yet adopted *y tools to measure the impact of a
specific project on global warming. Due to the nature of global climate change, it is not anticipated
that a single project would have a substantial impact on global climate change. Although it is
possible to estimate a projects CO2 emission, it is not possible to determine whether or how an
individual project's relatively small incremental contribution might banslate into physical effects
on the environment.

IMPACTS

a)&b) Calculating the Greenhouse Impacts on an individual project is difficult to qualify or
quantify. The GHG emissions from the proposed project would not individually generate
GHG emissions enough to measurably influence global climate change. However, ongoing
occuPancy and operation would result in a net increase of CO2 and other greenhouse gas
emissions due to increases in vehicle miles traveled, energy use, and solid waste disposal.
According to the CalEEMod program conducted for the project, the following air quality
impacts are anticipated with the proposed West Olympia Hotel project.

Table 1- Air Quality Impacts
Project Construction and Operational Emissions Estimates

ROG (lbs/day) NOx (lbs/day) PM16 (lbs/day) CO (lbs/day

Project Construction Impacts 93.93 17.M 6.63 14.v
Project Operational Impacts 2.75 7.8 2.50 13.65
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Level A Thresholds

NSAQMD- Significance Thresholds <24lbs/day <24lbs/day <79lbs/ day N/A
Ievel B Thresholds

Maximum Project Emissions 2*136lbs/ day 24/736lbs/day 79-136lbs/day N/A

l,evel C Thresholds

Maximum Project Emissions >135 lbs/day >136 lbs/day >136lbs/ day N/A

Paec40orM

As noted in the Air Quality Section of this Initial Study, the above impacts are within the
acceptable level of impacts as adopted by NSAQMD. In addition, the following project
components and California Green Building requirements apply to the proposed project:

r Commercial projects with an aggegate landscape area equal to or greater than 500
square feet shall comply with either a local water efficient landscape ordinance or the
current Califomia Department of Water Resources' Model Water Efficient Landscape
Ordinance (MWELO), whichever is more stringent.

o Toilets, showers and facets shall be low flow.
o Construction waste mana8ement forms shall be completed including recycling and/or

reuse of a minimum of 65 percent of nonhazardous constmction and demolition waste.
. All exterior lighting shall be high efficacy and be controlled by a manual on/ off switch.
. A11 high efficacy light fixtures shall be certified as "high-elficacy" light fixtures by the

California Energy Commission.
o The project shall be constructed in accordance with Title 24 Energy efficiency standards.
o Solar readiness shall be required for the building.
o As an infill project in proximity to services and highway access, it is anticipated that

reduced vehicle trips will result than otherwise would have occurred from a project
located more remotely.

The above CA Green Building Code requirements coupled with the analysis and conditions
of approval in the Air Quality Section of this Initial Study, assure that Greenhouse Gas
impacts remain less than significant.

Potentially
Significant

lmpact

tr

Less Than
Significant

wth
Mitigation

lncorporation

Less Than
Significant
lmpact No lmpact!X. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS -

Would the project:

a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment through the routine transport, use, or
disposal of hazardous materials?

b) Create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment through reasonably foreseeable upset and
accident conditions involving the release of hazardous
materials into the environment?

trx
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c) Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or
acutely hazardous materials, substances, or waste within
one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed school?

tr

d) Be located on a site which is included on a list of
hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant to
Government Code Section 65962,5 and, as a result,
would it create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment?

e) For a project located within an airport land use plan or,
where such a plan has not been adopted, within two
miles of a public airport or public use airport, would the
project result in a safety hazard for people residing or
working in the project area?

f) lmpair implementation of or physically interfere with a
adopted emergency response plan or emergency
evacuation plan?

g) Expose people or structures, either directly or indirectly,
to a significant risk of loss, injury, or death involving
wildland fires?

Sernno
Based upon a search of the Neaadn County's Enaironmental Health Department's website, the
proposed project site is not listed in any database of hazardous materials sites. Hazardous materials
stored and used onsite and on surrounding properties would be associated with corunon
construction and household chemicals used. However, these chemicals are purchased legally and
do not constitute a public health hazard.

The Grass Valley City Fire Department responds to all calls for emergency services within City
limits that include, but are not limited to fires, emergency medical incidents, hazardous materials
incidents, public assists, traffic and vehicle accidents and other situations. The City's closest fire
station is located on Sierra College Drive, which is staffed 24 hours a day. This station is located just
over 10.5 miles from the project site.

In the Grass Valley area, industrial and commercial facilities that use, store, or dispose of hazardous
materials present the greatest potential hazards. A search of available environmental records
conducted indicates that the project site is not listed as a hazardous materials site and no listed sites
occur within an ASTM standard distance radius.

IMPACTS

a) The project will not create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through the
routine hansport use, or disposal of hazardous materials. No impact will occur.

b) According to the Plux I Enairunmental Site Asyssment prepared for the proiect East Main
Street was historically Highway 49 before the current section of the highway through Grass
Vallev was built orior to 1973. As such. Aeriallv Denosited Lead (ADL) from the combustion of
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leaded gasoline used in automobiles prior to 1986 may have impacted the adjacent surface soil
that parallels East Main Street. Soils adjacent to East Main Street may contain high
concentrations of ADL. Disturbance of these soils could expose people in the area to airbome
inorganic lead. Soil samples of the area have not been taken but could potentially contain lead
concentrations that would be considered higher than acceptable levels. This is considered a
potentially significant impact. However, the potential impact will be reduced to a less than
significant level with the following mitigation measure:

HAZ 7 - Mitigation Measure:
Soil sampling shall be conducted for Aeially Deposited Lead (ADL) along tlu property frontage of East
Main Street (Old Highoay 49). Any soils to be excattated shall fu Inndled in accordance zoith all federal,
state andlocal regulations. At a minimum, tlu folloruing slullbe implemented:

1. Stockpile the excauated nil in tlrc areas identifud as containing eleaated concentrations of lead.
Obtain one four-point composite soil sample for each 155 cubic meters of excaaated soil and luae tlu
snmples analyztd for Total Threshold Limit Concentrations (ITLC) and Soluble Tlresholil Limit
Concentrations (STLC) lead;

2. lf the soil nnnlysis inilicates tlrc srlil is considered haznrdous uaste and it is to be reuyd at the project
site, the soil will be lundled in nccordance ruith tlrc California Department of Toxic Substance
Control requirements tlut include at a minimum placing the lead-containing soil at least 5 feet abooe
tlu maximum ruater table eleaation and couered ruith at least 1 foot of non-hnzardous soil. Tlu
contrnctor slull prepare nnd submit to tlu Ci$ for approual a project-specific bnd Compliance Plan
to preaent or minimize ruorlrer exposure to leail wlile lnnilling nuteial containing Aerially
Deposited bad. Tle kad Compliance Plan slull contain the elements listed in Title 8, C^alifurnin
Code of Regulations, Section 1532.1(e)(2)(B).The kad Compliance Plan slull include peimeter air
monitoing incorporating upwind and downurind locations as shorun on tlu plnns or as approued by
thc project geotechnical engineer, Monitoing slull be by personnl air samplers using National
lnstitute of SoftU and Health Metlnd 7082. Sampling slull achieae a detection limit of 0.05 ph/m3 of
air per day. Daily monitoing slull talce place uhilc tlrc contrnctor clcars and grubs and performs
earthttrork operations. A singlc reprexntatioe dnily sample slull be analyzed for lcad. Results slnll be

analyztd and proaiiled to tlu geoteclmical engineer ruitlin 24 lnurs. Aoerage lead concentrntions
slull not exceed L.5 pg/m3 of air per day. lf concentrations exceed this buel, the contractor shall stop
urork and modifu the utork to prettent release of lead. Monitoing slull be done under tlu direction of
and tlu dnta slnllfu reaieruedby and signedby, a certifred industial lrygienist.

3. lf tlu nil analysis indicates tlu soil is considered.luzardous wasfc and it is to be dispo*d, the soil
slull be trnnsported to and dispoxd of at a Class I Disposal Site. Tlu Contractor slull prepare and
submit to tlu City for approaal an Excaaation and Transportation Plan, rulich establislus tlrc
procedures tlu contractor uill use to comply ruith requirements for excaaating, stockpiling,
transportation, and placing (or disposing) of mntcial containing Aerially Deposited bad. The plan
slull conform to tlu regulations of tlu DTSC and Cu\-OSHA, including tlrc Health and Safety Code,
ditrision 20, Clupter 6.5 (California Hazardaus Waste Control Act); Title 22, California Code of
Regulations, dioision 4.5 (Enrtironnrental Health Standnrds for tlu Management of Hazardaus
Wastu); and Title 8, California Code of Regulations. Matcrial excaaatud from tlrcx areas slull be
transported by a luzardous uraste transporter registered uith tlu DTSC using tlu required
procedures for creating a manifest lor tlrc mnterial, The oehiclcs uyd to transport tlu lnzardaus
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material slull conform to tlu curent certifications of complinnce of tlu DTSC. The contractor slull
proaide to tlrc City copies of the mnnifests.

With incorporation of the above noted mitigation measures, these potential impacts are less
than significant.

c)&d) The proposed project does not involve an activity that will emit hazardous emissions or
handle hazardous or acutely hazardous materials, substances, or waste within onequarter
mile of an existing or proposed school.

The Plu* I Enaironmental Sitc Asvssment identifies the location of potentially hazardous
sites within 1 mile and l/e mile radius from the subject property. There are 0 sites on the
su$ect property,33 sites within a 1/8-mile radius of the subject property,43 sites between a
1/8 and l/tmile radius of the subject property. 13 sites between aYe andl/zmile radius of the
subject property, 6 sites between a L/z arrd l-mile radius of the subject property, and 5
additional Orphan Summary Sites. Although there are sites in the vicinity of the project, the
project site itself is not located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous materials
sites. Therefore, this potential impact is less than significant.

e)&0 The project site is located approximately t1 mile (as the crow flies) from the Nevada County
Airport. As required by the Public Utilities Code, the Airport Land Use Commission
adopted the Neoada County Airport land U* Compatibility Plan. The compatibility plan's
function is to promote compatibility between the airport and surrounding land uses with
respect to height (e.g. height of structures), safety (e.g. number of persons per acre), and
noise (e.g. noise sensitive land uses). According to the Neaada County Airport Land Lly
Compatibility Plan, the project site is located immediately outside of the area of influence. As
a project located just outside of the Area of lnfluence of the Nevada County Airport Land
Use Compatibility Plan, the Compatibility Plan does not apply.

The project will not impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted
emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan. These impacts are less than
significant.

The Grass Valley region has a generally high potential for wildland fires of devasting
intensity. This is due to the presence, particularly in less urban settings, of heavier timber,
woodland and brush, the occurrence of steep slopes, dry weather conditions and human
activity. Generally vegetative areas over 8% slope are considered as fire hazardous (Coun$
of Neaaila 1995).

Existing City standards for development provide adequate access, fire flows, and other
facilities to maintain an appropriate level of fire protection. Specifically, the project is
required to comply with the Califomia Building Code and Califomia Fire Code. Based upon
these standards, the project is not anticipated to expose people or structures, either direcfly
or indirectl!, to a significant risk of loss, injury, or death involving wildland fire. This
impact is less than significant.

s)
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Potentially
Significant

lmpact

Less Than
Significant

with
Mitigation

lncorporation

Less Than
Significant

lmpact No lmpactX. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY -
Would the project:

a) Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge
requirements or otherwise substantially degrade surface
or ground water quality?

b) Substantially decrease groundwater supplies or interfere
substantially with groundwater recharge such that the
p@ect may impede sustainable groundwater
management of the basin?

c) Substantially alter the existing drainage paftern of the site
or area, including through the alteration of the course of a
stream or river or through the addition of impervious
surfaces, in a manner which would:

i) Result in substantial erosion or siltation on or off site;

ii)Substantially increase the rate or amount of surface
runoff in a manner which would result in flooding on or
off site;

iii) Create or contribute runoff water which would exceed
the capacity of existing or planned stormwater
drainage systems or provide substantial additional
sources of polluted runoff; or,

iv) lmpede or redirect flood flows?

d) ln flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones, risk release of
pollutants due to protect inundation?

trx

x

trtr

n

tr

tr

x
n

e) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of a water quality
control plan or sustainable groundwater management
plan?

Sernruc

The City of Grass Valley is located within the Wolf Creek drainage basin in the Bear River
Watershed. The Bear River Watershed covers an area of 300 square miles; situated between two
larger watersheds, the Yuba to the north and the American to the south. The Bear River watershed
is a part of the larger Sacramento River Hydrologic Region and the City also falls within the
Mountain Counties Hydrologic region overlay zone.

The south fork of Wolf Creek and Little Wolf Creek drain the eastem and southern portion of the
City and discharge into WoIf Creek in the central Grass Valley area. Wolf Creek tributaries located
within the City include French Ravine, Rhode Island Ravine, Slide Ravine, Murphy Hill, Mabon

xtr
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Creek, South Fork Wolf Creek, Little Wolf Creek, Unnamed Ravine, Woodpecker Ravine and
Olympia Creek.

IMPACTS

a) According to the project plans, a total of t15,325 cubic yards of soil are anticipated to be
excavated with fill accounting for 14,865 cubic yards resulting in an export of t1.0,460 cubic
yards.

The proposed project will require a grading permit to be issued by the City of Grass Valley,
Public Works Division pursuant to the City's Grading Ordinance. The City's Grading
Ordinance requires specific measures to address erosion and the introduction of construction
materials into surface waters. In addition, Section a02(p) of the Clean Watur Act requires
National Pollutant Disclurge Eliruination System (NPDES) storm water permitting to be approved
by the Regional Watcr Quality Control Board (RWQCB) for projects disturbing over L acre.
Standard mitigation measures requiring a NPDES permit from the RWQCB will effectively
reduce potential impacts to a less than significant impact.

HDRO 7 - Mitigation Measures:
1. Prior to the issuance of a grading permit, the applicant slwll submit a Storm Water Pollution

Preaention Plan (SINPPP) to tlu City for acceptance; file a Notice of lntent ruith the CaliforniaWater
Quality Control Board and comply zpith all proaisions of tlu Clean Water Act. T'lu applicant slull
submit tluWaste Discharge Identification (VWID) number, isstudW tlu Statc, to tlu City of Grass
V alley En gine ein g D ia ision.

2. Pior to tlrc issuance of a grading permit, a detailcd grading, pernunent erosion control and
landscaping plnn shall be submitted for reaieu and approaal by tlu Engineeing Diaision prior to
commencing grading. Erosion control ntcasurcs slull be impbmented in accordance with tlu
approaed plans. Any expenxs made W tln A$ b enforce tlu required erosion control measures ruill
be paidW tlre deposit.

b) The proposed project will be connected to the Nevada Irrigation District (NID) municipal water
supply. Correspondence from NID representatives have indicated that the applicant has
received an updated fire flow letter and that NID has waterlines within East Main Street and
West Olympia Drive that are available for service.

According to NID, the water connection of the 74-room hotel is not anticipated to deplete
groundwater supplies or interfere substantially with groundwater recharge. This impact is less
than significant.

c) A preliminary drainage report has been prepared and the project has been designed to comply
with the City of Grass Valley Design Standards for regulated projects (all projects that create
and/ or replace 5,000 square feet or more of impervious surface). Runoff from impervious
surfaces will be directed into underground and above ground drainage systems that are sized
to capture the 2&hour storm event throughout the site.
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Water quality treahnent methods include storm water drainage to be collected and routed
through gutters in the street that will direct runoff to the bioretention treatment areas, which
are sized according to City standards.

As noted above, the City's Grading Ordinance requires specific measures to address erosion
and the introduction of construction materials into surface waters. In additioru Section a02@)
of the Clean Water Act requires National Pollutant Discharge Elimination Systcm (NPDES) storm
water permitting to be approved by the Regional Water Qualig Control Board for projecb
disfurbing over L acre. As a result, the project is not anticipated to result in substantial erosion,
increase the amount of surface runoff or create runoff that would exceed the capacity of
existing infrastructure. These impacts are less than significant.

d) The subject property is not within an area of the 100-year flood plain according to FEMA Map
panel number 06057C0631E dated February 3,201"0.

The Grass Valley region is not subject to tsunami or seiche zones and the risk of release of
pollutants due to protected inundation is not present. No impact will occur.

e) The project site has been slated for office and related type development according to the City of
Grass Valley General Plan.The project is subject to the water conservation measures of the City's
adopted water conservation in landscaping standards and low flow fixtures in the Uniform
Plumbing and Green Building Code standards. The project will not conllict with or obstruct
implementation of a water quality control plan or sustainable groundwater m.rnagement plan.
No impact will occur.
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lmpact No lmpactXI. LAND USE AND PLANNING _

Would the project:

a) Physically divide an established community?

b) Cause a significant environmental impact due to a
conflict with any land use plan, policy, regulation adopted
for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an
environmental effect?

tr n
tr tr

Sernno
The 12.5-acre site is an infill office professional parcel surrounded by development, primarily low-
density residential to the north and west with high intensity commercial uses consisting of fueling
stations and fast food restaurants located to the south and east.
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IMPACTS

a) The project site is surrounded by urban development on all sides and is therefore considered
in-fill development with commercial designs consistent with the neighborhood. The project
will not physically divide an established communig. No impact will occur.

b) Multiple 2020 General Plan policies, goals and o$ectives support both in-fill development
economic development and preservation of existing neighborhoods which include, but are not
limited to:

z-LUG
3-LUO
4-LUO
4-LUG
9-LUO
1O-LUO
6.LUG

Promote infill as an altemative to peripheral expansion where feasible.
Reduction in the amount of land necessary to accommodate future growth.
Reduction in environmental impacts associated with peripheral growth.
Protect and enhance the character of established single-family neighborhoods.
Preservation of existing neighborhoods.
Protection of present quality of life.
Promote jobs/housing balance within the Grass Valley region in order to facilitate
pleasant convenient and enjoyable working conditions for residents, including
opportunities for short home to work joumeys.
Reduction in the number of vehicle miles driven.
An improved quality of life for those working in Grass Valley Planning Area.
Create a healthy economic base for the community, including increasing
employment opportunities through attraction of new and compatible industry and
corunerce and through retention, promotion and expansion of existing businesses.
Maintain zoning that promotes protection of existing single-family residential areas
from inappropriate encroachments.
Assure that new development is sensitive to and strengthens the existing built and
natural environment.
Infill development that is consistent with historic development pattems in terms of
scale, design and material.
High quality streetscape and building design in all new development.

1s-LUO
15-LUO
7-LUG

16.LUP

3-CDG

11-CDO

13-CDO

Development of the property *ill not divide an established community or conflict with any
applicable land use plan, policy or regulation. The project is in accordance with the City's Office
Professional Zontng designation. No impact will occur.

Potentially
Significant
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Less Than
Significant
lmpact No lmpactXI!. MINERAL RESOURCES -

Would the project:

a) Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral
resource that would be of value to the region and the
residents of the state?

b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally important
mineral resource recovery site delineated on a local

xtr
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lmpact No lmpactXI!. MINERAL RESOURCES -

Would the project:

general plan, specific plan or other land use plan?

Sernue

The City of Grass Valley adopted a General Plan Mineral Management Element (MME) on August 24,
1993. The MME contains four resource areas defined as: MRZ - 1 though MRZ - 4. The
designations are described as follows:

MRZ - L: Areas where adequate information indicates that no signfficant mineral deposits are
present.

MRZ - 2: Areas where adequate information indicates that significant mineral deposits are present
or where it is judged that there is a high likelihood for their presence.

MRZ - 3: Areas containing mineral deposits; the significance of which cannot be evaluated from
available data.

MRZ - 4: Areas where available information is inadequate for assignment to any other MRZ zone

IMPACTS

a)&b) The C*neral Plan Mineral Management Element does not show the site as being near an area
classified as having significant mineral deposits. The subject property is not located near one
of the two areas identified in the Mineral Management Element (MME) as being targeted for
mining conservation. Should mining activities be proposed in the area, the MME includes a
poliry statement that requires a proposed mine project to address potential impacts on the
urban uses based upon the nature of the mining activities. According to the MME, the
proposed project is not anticipated to result in the loss of availability of a known mineral
resource or locally known minimal resource. No impact will occur.

Less Than
Significant

with
Mitigation

lncorporation

Less Than
Significant
lmpact No lmpactxil. NotsE-

Would the project:

a) Generation of a substantial temporary or permanent
increase in ambient noise levels in the vicinity of the
project in excess of standards established in the local
general plan or noise ordinance, or applicable standards
of other agencies?

trtr
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b) Generation of excessive ground borne vibration or

ground borne noise levels?

c) For a project located within the vicinity of a pravate airstrip
or an airport land use plan or, where such a plan has not
been adopted, within two miles of a public airport or
public use airport, would the project expose people
residing or working in the project area to excessive noise
levels?

SemHc

Noise is generally defined as loud, unpleasant, unexpected, or undesired sound that disrupts or
interferes with normal human activities. Although exposure to high noise levels over an extended
period has been demonstrated to cause hearing loss, the principal response to noise is annoyance.

Sound intensity is measured in decibels (dB) using a logarithmic scale. For example, a sound level
of 0 dB is approximately the threshold of human hearing, while normal speech has a sound level of
approximately 50 dB. Sound levels of approximately 120 dB become uncomfortable sounds.

Two composite noise descriptors are in corunon use today: Lan and CNEL. The Lan (Day-Night
Average Level) is based upon the average hourly noise level over a 24hour day, with a +lGdecibel
weighting applied to nighftime (10:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m.) noise values. The nighttime penalty is
based upon the assumption that people react to nighttime noise exposures as though they were
subjectively twice as loud as daytime exposures.

The CNEL (Community Noise Equivalent Level), like I.an, is based upon the weighted average
hourly noise over a 2Lhour day, except that an additional +4.77 decibel penalty is applied to
evening (7:00 p.m. to L0:00 p.m.) hours. The CNEL was developed for the California Airport Noi*
Regulations and is normally applied to airport/aircraft noise assessments. The La" descriptor is a
simplification of the CNEL concept, but the two will usually agree, for a given situation, within
1dB. Like the noise levels, these descriptors are also averaged and tend to disguise short-term
variations in the noise environment. Because they presume increased evening or nighttime
sensitivity, these descriptors are best applied as criterial for land uses where nighttime noise
exposures are critical to the acceptability of the noise environment, such as residential
developments.

Potential noise in and around the area consists of vehicular traffic along East Main Street, noise
from customers using the fueling stations, fast food drive-thru teller noise, overhead airplane noise
and common noises associated with residential uses.

n

1812 E Main Street/110 Olympia Dr. - West Olympia Hotel
Initial Study/ Mitigated Negative Declaration

City of Grass Valley
November 6,2020



PAGE 50 oF 64

IMPACTS

a) The project includes earthwork construction and hotel construction that will generate
additional noise in the commercial and residential neighborhood. Earthwork construction is
anticipated to be completed in one phase. Likewise, hotel construction will also occur in one
phase. During the initial construction phase, noise from construction activities (dozers,
graders, etc.), will occur. Activities involved in construction will generate noise levels,
generally rangmg from 70 to 90 dB at a distance of 50 feet. These can generally be reduced
approximately 5 dB at distances of 100 feet.

The nearest sensitive receptors are the residential uses located adjoining the project to the
north and west approximately 50 feet from where the parking lot and related improvements
will be constructed.

Equipment used for the project and the dBA at 50 feet for each type of equipment includes the
following:

EquipmentType dBA at 50 feet
Backhoe 84 dBA
Excavator 81 dBA

Generator 81 dBA

Jackhammer 89 dBA

Paver 77 dBA
Pickup Truck 75 dBA
Pneumatic Tools 85 dBA

density residential uses considering that any building impacted would be of normal
conventional construction without any special noise insulation requirements. As noted,
acceptable noise levels are determined using the Community Noise Equivalent Level (CNEL)
over a 24-hour period. Although, the type of equipment used may intermittently exceed t65
dB, during the working hours from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., the evening hours will not be
impacted by the project. Based upon the temporary and fluctuating nature of construction
noise and the following mitigation measure, construction noise would be reduced to a less than
significant level.

NOISE 7 - Mitigation Measure:
Pior to tlu issuancc of grading and/or building permits, tlu project grading and building plans shall
identify locations for all stntionary noix-generating construction equiprnent, such as air comprcssors
and other construction equipment, tlut nre locnted as far as pructical from nearby lnnus. Wen such
equipment must fu located near adjacent residences to tlrc north and ruest, project grading and
improaement plans slull include proaisions to proaiile acoustical slielding of such equipment. Shield,ing
shall be to tlu sntisfaction of the City Engineer.

b) The project includes the use of equipment capable of producing ground bome vibration or
ground bome noise levels such as dozers, graders and backhoes. However, construction of the
project is expected to employ the most significant vibration-reducing construction equipment.
The most significant equipment relative to generation of vibration includes dozers,loaded

In accordance with the City's Municipal Code, construction
activities will be temporary in nature and will be restricted
to occur between normal working hours of 7:00 a.m. to 6:00
p.m. Monday through Friday and not at all on Sunday and
legal holidays.

According to the State's General Plan GuideLines and City
General Plan Noise Element, noises which are generally less
than t65 dB CNEL are normally acceptable for outdoor low-
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trucks, etc. The nearest residential land use is approximately t50 feet where grading cuts and
fills are proposed. As noted, the project includes 15,325 cubic yards of cut and 4,865 cubic
yards of fill.

According to the Federal Trnnsit Authoity assessment of construction projects, use of heavy
equipment generates vibration levels ranging from 0.003 to 0.089 inches per second at a

distance of 25 feet.

For purposes of this analysis, 0.2 inches per second
applies to engineered timber construction similar to
the existing residential buildings in the area. The
nearest single-family dwelling is t60 feet away. At
t60 feet, the residential vibration from construction
equipment with the highest vibration potential
anticipated is 0.00123 to 0.03649 or 0.19877 to 0.16351.
This is below the damage criteria of 0.2 for
engineered timber construction. Therefore, this potential impact is considered a less than
significant impact.

c) As the crow files, the project is located approximately 1 mile from the City of Grass Valley
Municipal Airport. The project is located immediately outside of the Neuada County Airport
Area of lnJluence. Due to the distance from the Nevada County Airport, noise impacts
associated with the airport are considered less than significant.

is used as a criterion since it

Less Than
Significant
lmpact No lmpact

Potentially
Significant

lmpact

Less Than
Significant

with
Mitigation

lncoporationXV. POPULATION AND HOUSING -
Would the project:

a) lnduce substantial population growth in an area, either
directly (for example, by proposing new homes and
businesses) or indirectly (for example, through extension
of roads or other infrastructure)?

b) Displace substantial numbers of existing people or
housing, necessitating the construction of replacement
housing elsewhere?

tr tr tr tr

tr tr tr tr

SernHe

The proposed project is located in an area of low-density residential and commercial use. The land
use designation for the project site is Office Professional (OP) according to the City of Grass Valley
C*neral Plan. The zoning designation is similarly Office Professional (OP). Such land uses are not
generally growth inducing.

1812 E Main Street,/110 Olympia Dr. - West Olympia Hotel
Initial Study/ Mitigated Negative Declaration

City of Grass Valley
November 6,2020

Equipment
PPV at 25 feet

(Inches Per Second)

0.089Large bulldozer
Loaded Trucks 0.076

fackhammer 0.035
Small bulldozer 0.003
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The project site is an infill site slated for Office Professional Use according to the General Plan. As
such, the population growth anticipated with development of the site has been anticipated and
accounted for in the Certified City of Grass Valley General Plan EIR.

IMPACTS

a) The project is anticipated to employ an estimated t20 persons. Moreover, at full occupancy
(which may ocfir on rare occasion) of the 74-roorn hotel, the project would have an estimated
occupancy of 1200 transient persons. The addition of 20 employees and 200 transient persons is
not anticipated to induce substantial population growth in an area, either directly or indirectly.
This impact is less than significant.

b) The CEQA Threshold of Significance questions whether the project will displace a substantial
number of people or housing, necessitating the construction of replacement housing
elsewhere? By definition according to Webster's Dictionary, "substantial" - mems large in
number or yield.

In order to develop the site, the project will require demolition of eleven (11) single family
residences. According to the City's adopted 2019 -2027 Housing Element, the City has an
estimated 5,595 housing units consisting of.2,981. single family dwellings, 233 single attached
units, 3,043 multiple family dwellings, and 439 mobile homes. The demolition of eleven homes
represents 0.001,6427 percent of the City's housing stock.

The average household size in the City of Grass Valley is 2.08 persons. The demolition of L1

single family homes is therefore anticipated to displace an estimated t23 persons. Based upon
these figures, the project will not displace substantial numbers of existing people and housing
necessitating the construction of replacement housing or people elsewhere. This potential
impact is less than significant.

Potentially
Signifcant

lmpact

Less Than
Significant

wth
Mitigation

lncorporation

Less Than
Significant
lmpacl No lmpactXV. PUBLIC SERVICES _

Would the project:

a) Would the project result in substantial adverse physical
impacts associated with the provision of new or
physically altered governmental facilities, need for new or
physically altered governmental facilities, the construction
of which could cause significant environmental impacts,
in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response
times or other performance objectives for any of the
public services:

Fire protection?

Police protection?

x
tr

tr
tr

tr
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Potentially
Significant

lmpact

Less Than
Significant

with
Mitigation

lncorporation

Less Than
Significant
lmpact No lmpactXV. PUBLIC SERVICES -

Schools?

Parks?

Other public facilities?

SernNc

The proposed project area is within the City of Grass Valley; served by the following public
services:

c Fire Protection: The City of Grass Valley Fire Deparhnent provides fire protection and emergency
medical services within the City. The Ophir Hill Fire Protection District serves lands east of the
City limits, and the Nevada County Consolidated Fire District (NCCFD) serves the area
generally north, west, and south of the City limits. The Fire Department is part of the tri-agenry
Joint Operating Agreement that includes the Nevada City Fire Department and NCCFD. The
Fire Department has three locations: Fire Station #1 (474 Brighton Street), Fire Station #2 (273
Sierra College Drive), and administrative offices at City Hall (125 East Main Street). Equipment
includes three front line engines, one reserve engine, one Office of Emergency Services (OES)

engine, a ladder truck, one air support unit, and five staff vehicles.

o Police Protection: The Department currently employs 24FTE swom members and 3 FTE civilian
staff. Based upon Grass Valley's population of 12,860 the departrnent's ratio of police officers per
1,000 residents is 1..9.

o Sclnols: Throughout Grass Valley, the Grass Valley School Diskict serves K-5 students and the
Nevada |oint Union School District serves students in grades 9 - 12. In addition, through inter-
district contracts (which can be retracted), 467 students from Grass Valley currently attend
schools in other school districts.

o Parks: The Grass Valley public parks and recreation system is comprised of approximately L08

acres of City park lands, including seven developed parks (Dow Alexander, Elizabeth Daniels,
Glenn Joes, Milnnie, Memorial, DeVere, Mautino, and Condon and one underdeveloped park
Morgan Ranch)within the City Limits.

IMPACTS

a) The project is not anticipated to have substantial adverse physical impacts associated with
the provision of new or physically altered goveffunental facilities; a need for new or
physically altered govemmental facilities; the construction of which could cause significant
environmental impacts in order to maintain acceptable service ratios; response times or
other perforrurnce objectives for any of the public services.

tr
tr

tr
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The applicant will be required to pay the City's impact fees for commercial development,
including fees for police, fire and Quimby Act (park) fees. The fees collected by the City are
used to augment fire, police, parks and other public facilities. Accordingly, impacts to fire
protectiory police protection, schools, parks, or other public facilities will have a less than
significant impact on the City's public services.

Potentially
Significant

lmpact

Less Than
Significant

wth
Mitigation

lncorporation

Less Than
Significant

lmpact No lmpactXVI. RECREATION -
Would the project:

a) Would the project increase the use of existing
neighborhood and regional parks or other recreational
facilities such that substantial physical deterioration of the
facility would occur or be accelerated?

b) Does the project include recreational facilities or require
the construction or expansion of recreational facilities
which might, have an adverse physical effect on the
environment?

tr tr

n tr x n

Sernxc
The City owns and maintains eight park/recreation facilities. These include two parks currently
classified as "community parks": Condon Park and Memorial Park. Two of the eight parks, Morgan
Ranch and Matino Park, are in the process of being developed. In addition, the City contracts with
Nevada County Historical Society to operate the Pelton Wheel Mining Museum/Glen Jones Park.
An inventory of City owned/operated parks and recreation facilities includes: Memorial Park, 8.4
acres; Condon Park, 80 acres; Pelton Wheel Mining Museum/Glen Jones Park,1..7 acres; Brighton
Street Park (Minnie Street), 1.5 acres; Elizabeth Daniels Park, 0.3 acres; Dow Alexander Park, 0.5
acres; Morgan Ranch Park,4.08 acres; and Matino Park, 12.5 acres.

Additional park/recreational facilities within the City of Grass Valley but owned and maintained
by entities other than the City are: Nevada County Country Club,58 acres; Sierra College Park,7.95
acres; Hennessy School,3 acres.

IMPACTS

a)&b) The West Olympia Hotel project is anticipated to employ t20 persons. Moreover, at full
occupancy the project is anticipated to generate an estimated t200 persons. As noted, the
project will be subject to City of Grass Valley development fees including Quimby Act fees
(Park fees); however, the project is not anticipated to increase the use of existing
neighborhood and regional parks, recreational facilities or require the construction or
expansion of recreational facilities, which might have an adverse physical effect on the
environment. The proposed project will not generate the need for additional park facilities.
This impact is less than significant.
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Less Than
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Less Than
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lmpac{ No lmpactXVII. TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC -

Would the project:

a) Conflict with a program, plan, ordinance or policy
addressing the circulation system, including transit,
roadway, bicycle and pedestrian facilities?

tr

b) Conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines Section
1 5064.3, subdivision (b)?

c) Substantially increase hazards due to a geometric design
features (e.9. sharp curves or dangerous intersections) or
incompatible uses (e.9. farm equipment)?

d) Result in inadequate emergency access? x tr
Semruc

The project site is an infill property that has been slated for development according to the City's
General Plan, General Plan EIR and Development Code. The project site is bound by East Main
Street to the south and West Olympia Drive to the east. Brunswick Road intersects with East Main
Street to the east corurecting with State Route 49/20located approximately 650 feet to the east and
intersects with Brunswick Road.

East Main Street - East Main Street is an east/west arterial roadway from Downtown Grass Valley
connecting with Nevada City. Fronting the project site, East Main Street consists of one merge lane
traveling easU two east/west travel lanes; a left turn lane onto West Olympia Drive; and, a right
tum lane to Brunswick Road and State Route 49/20. The improvements are within an approximate
75-foot right-of-way. The speed limit is posted at 35 mph.

West Olympin Diae - West Olympia Drive is a local residential street consisting of two 12.5-foot
lanes within a 35-foot right-of-way. Both sides of West Olympia Drive are without curb, gutter and
sidewalk. No parking is permitted on either side of the roadway.The speed limit is not posted near
the project site.

Brunsoick Road - Brunswick Road is an east/west arterial roadway connecting wittr State Route 174
to the south. Fronting the project site, Brunswick Road consists of five travel lanes; 3 northbound
consisting of a right turn lane, through lane onto West Olympia Drive and a left turn lane onto East
Main StreeU and, two southbound lanes towards State Route 49/20. The improvements are within
an approximate TFfoot right-of-way. The speed limit is posted at 35 mph.

State Routc 492.0 - State Route 49/20 is a freeway under the jurisdiction of the State Department of
Transportation (C-al-trans); designed to Caltrans standards. Improvements to these facilities are
planned and implemented through a cooperative effort of Caltrans, the Nevada County
Transportation Commission, Nevada County, The City of Grass Valley and Nevada City.

tr

tr
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As of July 'I-., 2020, Senate Bill 743 went into effect. SB 743 is now the appropriate metric for
assessing transportation impacts. SB 743 was codified in Public Resources Code Section 21099 and
required changes to the CEQA Guidelines. Pursuant to Section 21099, the criteria for determining
the significance of transportation impacts must promote the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions,
the development of multimodal transportation networks, and a diversity of land uses. To that end,
the Ofice of Plnnning and Research (OPR) proposed, and the California Natural Renurce Agency
certified and adopted, changes in the CEQA Guidelines that identify Vehicle Miles Traveled (Vkil)
as the most appropriate metric to evaluate a project's transportation impacts. Consequently, the
past practice of automobile delay, as measured by "Level of Service" and other similar metrics,
generally no longer constitutes a significant environmental effect under CEQA.

lmplcrs

a) The project would generate temporary construction traffic initially. However, this would be
temporary and would not materially alter the haffic volumes along East Main Street,
Brunswick Road or surrounding roadways.

From a General Plan perspective, based upon trip generation rates identified in the 10tn Edition
of tlu Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) transportation generation rates manual, trip
generation rates for hotels have an average of 8.17 average trips per day per room; 0.60 hips in
the a.m. peak hour per room; and, 0.53 trips in the p.m. peak hour per room inclusive of
employees. Accordingly, the following trips are calculated for the West Olympia Hotel project:
605 average daily trips, M a.m. peak hour trips, and 39 p.m. peak hour trips.

The above p.m. peak trips are below the threshold of 53 p.m. peak hour trips that require a
traffic study by the City of Grass Va1ley. Considering that the project site was included in the
traffic analysis provided by the General Plan and General Plan EIR, these vehicle trips have
already been anticipated in the cumulative impact totals of the City's General Plan buildout
and accounted for in the Levels of Service analysis on East Main Street, Brunswick Road,
Olympia Drive and nearby roadways and intersections.

However, the General Plan notes that increased traffic at build out of the General Plan citywide
is a significant and avoidable cumulative impact and a Statement of Overriding Considerations
was adopted concurrently with the 2020 General Plan and General Plan EIR. The fundamental
reason that the EIR states that significan! adverse effects will occur even with the most feasible
attempts at mitigation is that a substantial amount of traffic which impacts Grass Valley
initiates or is generated outside of the City limits in unincorporated Nevada County. That is,
Grass Valley accommodates outside traffic, but has little practical control over key variables
related to extemal traffic generatiory namely land uses and land use densities/intensities in the
unincorporated Nevada County.

As noted in the City's 2020 General Plan, the City intends to mitigate any roadway deficiencies
through the collection of local and regional impact fees to finance its Capitnl lmprouenrcnt
Progrnm (ClP). The City of Grass Valley collects development impact fees prior to building
permit issuance to fund their Capital Improvement Program. The mitigation fee programs
ensure tlrat future development will pay their fair share of tr#fic impact fees to partially fund
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the construction of planned transportation improvements identified in the City's Capital
lmprovement Program.

The applicant will be subject to the payment of AB 1600 tralfic mitigation fees, (i.e. City of
Grass Valley and regional traffic impact fees) which is the acceptable form of traffic mitigation
for this type of infill project.

The project would not generate the need for intersection or roadway improvements above and
beyond those identified in the adopted Grass Valley Traffc lmpact Fee and Capital lmprouement
Plan (CIP) Prograurs. No additional mitigation measures are necessary at the intersections
noted above as a result of the traffic generated by the project. This impact is less than
significant.

b) Initial comments dated July 27,2018, received from Caltrans on a larger 99-room hotel note
that the hotel is likely to create a significant impact to traffic. The Brunswick Road Interchange
is a very busy place. The traffic study for the Dorsey Marketplace shows LOS D for the existing
condition, so future growth in the area is expected to degrade that LOS. This development
should consider the interconnected signalized intersections along Brunswick Road: 1) East
Main Street/Nevada City Highway; 2) Westbound Ramps/Maltman Drive; 3) Eastbound
Ramps; and, 4) Sutton Way. No freeway segment is required.

Hotels draw from out-of-the-area travelers, not nearby neighborhood, so it is expected to see
heavy use of the eastbound off-ramp in the trip distribution. There are limited options for
improvements to most of the interchange - as it is mostly built out - but there are two available
improvements that are moderate in cost that should be considered at this off-ramp:

1. Widen the off-ramp to provide a greater length of separate left-tum and right-tum lanes.
This will shorten the length of the queue, which will in turn improve operations at the
signal, and for the interchange overall.

2. Widen to provide a second left-tum lane. Duel left-tum lanes would also improve
intersection operations and the new #L lane left-fum would accommodate visitors to the
hotel.

Although East Main Street is outside of the Caltrans right-of-way, Caltrans recoilunends that
the City of Grass Valley consider requiring some widening of East Main Street. There are two
lanes southwest of the Brunswick Road intersection to receive the duel left-tum lanes. The
shorter merge length available will likely be inadequate to meet future demand and should be
extended. Ideally, the widening of East Main Street would be along the entire frontage, ending
with a right tum lane into the hotel.

More recent Caltrans comments dated March 18, 2020, on the reduced 74-urut hotel project
note that in addition to the previous comments provided luly 27,20L8, Caltrans also has the
following recorunendations. The counts are not currently at the level to require the dual left
turn improvements noted above, but are very close and this project may create the additional
counts in the very near future. Accordingly, the City of Grass Valley may want to consider the
f ollowing improvements:
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1. Widening of East Main Street to receive the dual turn lanes from Brunswick Road; and,
2. To reduce Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT), please consider adding a transit stop nearby and

providing shuttle service for hotel pakons.

To these ends, widening is proposed along East Main Street and four transit stops are in the
project vicinity.

Section 150@.3 of the CEQA Guidelines, explains that a "lead agency may use models to
estimate a project's vehicle miles traveled. CEQA generally defers to lead agencies on the
choice of methodology to analyze impacts. Specifically, Section 15064.3, subdivision (a), states,
"For the purposes of this sectiory "vehicle miles traveled" refers to the amount and distance of
automobile travel attributable to a projecf'. Here the term "automobile" refers to on-road
passenger vehicles, specifically cars and light trucks.

To assist in the determination of significance, lead agencies rely on "thresholds of
significance". The CEQA Guidelines define a "threshold of significance" to mean "an
identifiable quantitative, qualitative, or performance level of a particular environmental effect,
non-compliance with which means the effect normally will be determined to be significant by
the agency and compliance with which means the effect normally will be determined to be less

than significanfl'. Lead agencies have the description to develop and adopt their own or rely on
thresholds recoilunended by other agencies "provided the decision of the lead agency to adopt
such thresholds is supported by substantial evidence". To date, the City of Grass Valley has
not adopted thresholds of significance for VMT.

In rural areas of non-MPO counties (i.e. areas not near established or incorporated cities or
towns), fewer options may be available for reducing VMT, and significance thresholds may be
best determined on a case-by-case basis.

CEQA Section 15054.3 establishes a Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) threshold for land use
projects. Section 15064.3 notes that generally, projects within one-half mile of either an existing
major transit stop or a stop along an existing highquatity transit corridor should be presumed
to cause a less than significant transportation impact according to the CEQA Guidelines.

Moreover, projects that decrease vehicle miles traveled in the project area compared to existing
conditions should also be presumed to have a less than significant transportation impact.

The project is an infill site located in proximity to transit stops. Specifically, there are four
transit stops on East Main Street two located in front of the Fowler Shopping Center
approximately 1,000 feet to the east and two located west of the project site at the junction of
Glenbrook Drive and East Main Street approximately 500 feet from the project site. The project
is therefore consistent with CEQA Section 15064.3 for Vehicle Miles Traveled.

Additionally, from a CEQA perspective, VMT can be measured in a variety of ways depending
on whether the intent is to capture the amount of vehicle travel generated by a project (i.e.

number of vehicle trips multiped by their corresponding trip lengths) or a project's effect on
VMT within a defined study area. Project effect information is more meaningful for VMT
analysis because land use projects and land use plans often influence the vehicle travel
associated with neighboring land uses. VMT is a preferred metric for environmental effects
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because it captures how a project influences the environment related to fuel consumption and
emissions while also serving as an indicator of potential impacts to pedestrians, bicyclists,
transit riders, and havel safety.

The OPR Teclmical Adoinry on Eoaluating Transportntion lmpacts in CEQA recognizes that areas
outside of metropolitan planning areas, especially rural counties, have fewer options for
reducing VMT. Analysis of proiects can be undertaken using a screening process. If a project
meets any of the following criteria, it may be presumed to cause a less than significant VMT
impact without further study:

o The project generates less than 630 VMT per day and is consistent with the general plan.
o The project is a work-related land use, located tn aTAZ with similar land uses and travel

demand characteristics, and the TAZ VMT per service population is equal to or less than
14.3 below the subarea mean.

To support the screening process, a screening tool was developed for western Nevada County.
The tool uses data from the Neaaila County Trauel Demand Model to compare the VMT per
service population for the Travel Analysis Zone (TAZ) in which a study parcel is located to the
VMT for the subarea in which the parcel is located. Thus, a project can be evaluated for
screening without additional runs of the travel demand model.

The West Olympia Hotel project was evaluated through the screening process provided by the
Neoada Coun$ Transportation Commission (NCTC). The following results were verified, based
upon project specific screening:

o The project is in Travel Analysis Zone (TAZ) 153. (The number of the travel analysis zone
from Nevada County Travel Demand Model in which the parcel is located)

o TAZ 153 VMT is 7.4 miles per vehicle (The metric average for the entire TAZ)
o Subarea VMT is 27.2miles per vehicle (the VMT metric average for the entire subarea)
o o/o Drtf.erence is -72.8% (compares TAZ results to subarea results; positive values indicate

TAZ results are greater than the subarea; 0o/o indicates TAZ md subarea results are equal;
and, negative values indicate TAZ results are less than the subarea)

Total VMT per Service Population
o Threshold 23.3 (the maximum VMT metric to pass screening)
o Within a low VMT Yes (The project passes VMT screening)

Using the VMT screening method, the project passes the VMT thresholds established by NCTC
and is therefore determined to have a less than significant impact.

Furthermore, the project would provide new sidewalks along the project frontage. In addition,
pedestrian walkways would be provided throughout the project site. Thus, the proposed
project would improve the pedestrian network on-site and in the project area.

The project will not cause an increase in traffic which is substantial in relation to the existing
traffic load and capacity of the street system. This impact is considered less than significant.

1812 E Main Sheet/110 Olympia Dr. - West Olympia Hotel
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration

City of Grass Valley
November 6, 2020



P,4,er60 or 64

c) The eastem ingress/egress connecting with West Olympia Drive is located tL50 feet from the
intersection of East Main Street and West Olympia Drive on a 30 percent grade. However, the
connection complies with City standards with respect to distance from the intersection and
grade access considering the new connection to West Olympia Drive will not exceed ADA
slope requirements of 5% grade.

The project will not substantially increase hazards due to a geometric deign feature (e.g. sharp
curves or dangerous intersections or incompatible uses (e.g. farm equipment). This impact is
less than signfficant.

d) The project will be constructed in accordance with City of Grass Valley Fire Department
Standards in accordance with the latest edition of the Uniform Fire Code. Compliance with
minimum fire code standards will ensure that adequate emergency access is maintained. This
impact is less than significant.

Potentially
Significant

lmpact

tr

Less Than
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Less Than
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lmpact No lmpactXVIII. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS -

Would the project:

a) Require or result in the relocation or construction of new
or expanded water, wastewater treatment or storm water
drainage, electric power, natural gas, or
telecommunications facilities, the construction or
relocation of which could cause significant environmental
effects?

b) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the
project and reasonably foreseeable future development
during normal, dry and multiple dry years?

c) Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment
provider which serves or may serve the project that it has
adequate capacity to serve the project's protected
demand in addition to the provider's existing
commitments?

d) Generate solid waste in excess of State or local
standards, or in excess of the capacity of local
infrastructure, or othenrise impair the attainment of solid
waste reduction goals?

e) Comply with federal, state and local management and
reduction statutes and regulations related to solid waste?

trtr

x

tr tr

SemNc

Drainage from and around the project site includes natural swales, ditches and storm water
infrastructure. Historical drainage from the project site followed natural topography and flowed
south toward East Main Street.
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Solid waste within the project area is collected by Waste Management, a licensed private disposal
comPany. Solid waste is transported to the company's transfer station located on McCourtrey
Road.

Domestic water service to the proposed development is provided by the Nevada Irrigation District
(NID) via existing water lines that were installed following development in the project area.
According to the General PIan EIR and comments provided by NID, water supplies are adequate to
supply growth anticipated in the General Plan, which included the project site.

Sewage collection is provided by the City of Grass Valley via existing sewer lines along East Main
Street and West Olympia Drive. According to the General Plan EIR, sewage collection facitties are
enough to supply growth anticipated in the General Plan, which included the project site.

IMPACTS

a) The project will be served by existing utilities fronting the project site. The project will not
require or result in the relocation or construction of new or expanded water, wastewater
treahnent or storm water drainage, electric power, nafural gas, or telecommunication facilities,
the construction or relocation of which could cause significant environmental effects. All new
infrastructure shall be placed underground per City standards. These impacts are less than
significant.

b) As noted in the Hydrology and Water Q"ality Section of this Initial studp NID water supplies
are adequate to serve the proposed development. The applicant shall pay the requisite
connection fees and install the water lines in accordance with NID standards. This impact is
considered less than significant.

c) New sewer connections are proposed with the project and will be served via the extension of
existing utilities on the property along East Main Street and West Olympia Drive.

Sewer Connection Fees are collected with the issuance of a building permit or at a request to
connect to the City's sewer system. Sewer service connection fees for new development are
currenfly due at the time of building permit issuance. This potential impact is less than
significant.

d)&e) The proposed project will be served by a landfitl with enough permitted capacity to
accommodate the project's solid waste disposal needs. The proposed project will comply with
federal, state, and local statutes and regulations related to solid waste. This impact is
considered less than significant.
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lmpact No lmpactxtx. wtLDFtRE -

Would the project:

a) Substantially impair an adopted emergency response
plan or emergency evacuation plan?

xtr
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b) Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors,
exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby expose project
occupants to, pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or
the uncontrolled spread of a wildfire?

c) Require the installation or maintenance of associated
infrastructure (such as roads, fuel breaks, emergency
water sources, power lines, or other utilities) that may
exacerbate fire risk or that may result in temporary or
ongoing impacts to the environment?

d) Expose people or structures to significant risks, including
downslope or downstream flooding or landslides, as a
result of runoff post-fire slope instability, or drainage
changes?

xtr n

tr

Sernnc

The Grass Valley region has a generally high potential for wildland fires of devasting intensity. This
is due to the presence, particularly in less urban settings, of heavier timber, woodland and brush,
the occurrence of steep slopes, dry weather conditions, and human activity. Generally, vegetative
areas of over 20o/o slope are considered as fire hazardous areas. The City limits have a distinct
urban/wildland interface area. The greatest threat for wildfire hazards is from those that may
originate outside the City. Historical data on wildfires in or near Grass Valley is kept on the
Firehouse Reporting Data System. Because of the extended urban/wildland interface area, the City
has participated in regional efforts to reduce wildfire risks to the City. These efforts include
participation in Neaada County's Local Hazard Mitigation Plan and the Fire Safe Council of Neuailn
County Community Wildfire Protection Plan. Nevada County OES and the Fire Safe Council also
maintain historical fire records.

IMPACTS

a) The project will not substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or emergency
evacuation plan. No impact will occur.

b)-c)The project will be constructed in accordance with the current edition of the Califomia Building
Code and Uniform Fire Code. The project will not exacerbate wildfire risks and thereby expose
project occupants to pollution concentrations from a wildfire or the uncontrolled spread of a
wildfire.

The project will not require the installation or maintenance of associated infrastructure (such as
roads, fuel breaks, emergency water sources, power lines or other utilities) that may exacerbate
fire risk or that may result in temporary or on-going impacts to the environment. All utilities
serving the site shall be installed underground in accordance with City of Grass Valley
Development Standards. These impacts are considered less than significant.
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November 6,2020
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d) The project will not expose people or structures to significant risks, including downslope or

downstream flooding or landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage
changes. This impact is considered less than significant.

Potentially
Significant

lmpact

tr

Less Than
Significant

with
Mitigation

lncorporation

Less Than
Significant
lmpact No lmpactXX. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE -

Would the project:

a) Does the project have the potential to degrade the quality
of the environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a
fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife population
to drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate
a plant or animal community, reduce the number or
restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or animal
or eliminate important examples of the major periods of
California history or prehistory?

b) Does the project have impacts that are individually
limited, but cumulatively considerable? ("Cumulatively
considerable" means that the incremental effects of a
project are considerable when viewed in connection with
the effects of past projects, the effects of other current
projects, and the effects of probable future projects)?

c) Does the project have environmental effects which will
cause substantial adverse effects on human beings,
either directly or indirectly?

tr

tr

tr

a)-c) This environmental analysis provides evaluation of the potential environmental effects of the
proposed project, including project effects on the quality of the environment, fish and wildlife
habitat (including special status species), and cultural resources. These potential impacts are
considered less than significant.

REFERENCES The following references used in preparing this report have not been attached to
this report. The reference material listed below is available for review upon request of the Grass
Valley Community Development Department, 145 East Main Street, Grass Valley, CA 95945.

City of Grass Valley 2020 General Plan and General Plan EIR
City of Grass Valley Community Design Element
City of Grass Valley Development Code
U.S. Department of Agriculture
City of Grass Valley Municipal Code
Northem Sierra Air Quality Management District
California Emission Estimator Model (CalEEMod) Version 2016.3.2
Endangered Species Act (ESA)
Cqlifnmir F-.lo- (npnioc Anf /CFQA\

a

a

o

a

o

a

a

a

a
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Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA)
Califomia Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW)
Nevada County General Plan
California Building Code
Uniform Fire Code
United States Environmental Protection Agency
Nevada County Airport Land Use Compatibitty Plan
California Air Resources Board
Mineral Management Element of the City's General Plan, dated August VL,1993
Community Noise Equivalent Level
10th Edition of the Institute of Transportation Engineers Transportation Rates

Caltrans Design Manual
Background Report, City of Grass Valley General Plan Update, November 1998
Soil Survey of Nevada County, United States Departnnent of Agriculture, Soil Conservation
Service
Flood Insurance Rate Map 06057C0631E dated February 3,2010
Online soil survey maps and data from USDA -http:/ /websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov
Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Prepared by Gularte dated March 12,2020
Cultural Resources Survey Prepared by Sean Michael Jensen dated April 18,2020
Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Impacts Analysis Prepared by the City of Grass Valley
Community Development Department dated March 18,2020
City of Grass Valley Capital lmprovement Program
Preliminary Drainage Study Prepared by Genesis Engineering dated March 5,2079
Office of Planning and Research (OPR)

EXHIBITS
ExhibitA- VicinityMap
Exhibit B - Aerial Photograph
Exhibit C - Site Photographs
Exhibit D - West Olympia Hotel Site Plan/Landscape Plan
Exhibit E - West Olympia Hotel Elevation

TABLE
Table 1- Atu Quatty Impacts

ATTACHMENT
Attachment 1- WestOlympia Hotel Project Plans dated December 23,2019
Attachment 2 - Hotel Property Inventory Data Sheets

a

a

a
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