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	Print Form Button: 
	Text Field: 2020100234
	Project Title: Stagecoach Solar Project 
	Lead Agency: California State Lands Commission (CSLC)
	Contact Name: Sarah Mongano
	Email: sarah.mongano@slc.ca.gov
	Phone Number: 916-574-1889
	Project Location: Apple Valley, San Bernardino
	Project Description: The Applicant, Aurora Solar, LLC, subsidiary of Avangrid Renewables, has applied to the CSLC for lease of lands managed by the CSLC on which to construct and operate a solar generation project. The proposed Project would produce up to 200 megawatts (MW) of solar energy using photovoltaic (PV) technology. The proposed Project area encompasses approximately 3,000 acres, with PV modules and associated infrastructure to be constructed on approximately 1,950 acres. The proposed Project also includes construction of a 9.1-mile-long 220 kV generation intertie (gen-tie) transmission line to carry the electricity generated by the solar facility to the regional transmission system interconnection at the proposed 7-acre Southern California Edison Calcite Facilities, including the substation.
	Project's Effects: The Draft EIR discusses the potential for  significant impacts on the environment in 18 subject areas: Aesthetics/Light and Glare, Air Quality, Biological Resources, Cultural Resources, Tribal Cultural Resources, Energy, Geology and Soils, Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Hazards and Hazardous Materials, Hydrology and Water Quality, Land Use and Planning, Noise and Vibration, Paleontological Resources, Population and Housing, Public Services, Utilities, and Service Systems, Recreation, Traffic and Transportation, and Wildfire. 

Table ES 1. List of Recommended Mitigation Measures
MM # MM Title
MM ALG 5 Minimize Night Lighting at Project Facilities
MM ALG 6 Surface Treatment and Design of Project Structures and Buildings
MM AQ 1a Fugitive Dust Control
MM AQ 1b Control On-Site Off-Road Equipment Emissions
MM BIO 1a Implement Biological Monitoring
MM BIO 1b Implement Worker Environmental Awareness Training
MM BIO 1c Minimize Impact and Protect Identified Vegetation and Habitat
MM BIO 1d Weed Management
MM BIO 1e Revegetation
MM BIO 1f Protect Important Plants
MM BIO 1g Compensate for Loss of Natural Habitat
MM BIO 3a Protect Wildlife Resources
MM BIO 3b Relocate Special-status Wildlife Species
MM BIO 3c Protect Desert Tortoise
MM BIO 3d Protect Desert Kit Fox and American Badger
MM BIO 3e Avoid Effects on Burrowing Owl
MM BIO 3f Bird and Bat Protection
MM BIO 3g Implement Protective Designs for Collector Line and Gen-tie Lines
MM CUL 1a Retain a Cultural Resources Specialist
MM CUL 1b Prepare and Implement a Cultural Resources Monitoring Plan
MM CUL 1c Develop and Implement Cultural Resources Environmental Awareness Training
MM CUL 1d Archaeological Monitoring
MM CUL 1e Unanticipated Discoveries
MM CUL 1f Monitoring Report
MM CUL 1g Avoidance of Environmentally Sensitive Area
MM CUL 3 Treatment of Human Remains
MM TCR 1a Tribal Monitoring
MM TCR 1b Treatment of Cultural Resources
MM GEO 5 Prepare Desert Pavement Assessment
MM GEO 7 Assess Unsuitable Soils
MM HAZ 1 Hazardous Materials Training and Management Plan
MM HAZ 2 Unexploded Ordnance (UXO) Identification, Training, and Reporting Plan
MM HAZ 3a Aerially Deposited Lead Testing Program
MM HAZ 3b Soil and Groundwater Management Plan
MM HAZ 5a Limit the Conductor Surface Gradient
MM HAZ 5b Document and Resolve Electronic Interference Complaints
MM HAZ 5c Implement Grounding Measures
MM HWQ 2 Prepare & Implement Groundwater Monitoring and Reporting Plan (Mitigation for cumulative impact)
MM HWQ 3 Drainage Plan Development
MM NOI 1a Construction Restrictions
MM NOI 1b Public Notification Process
MM NOI 1c Noise Complaint Process
MM NOI 1d Operational Noise Performance Standard
MM PAL 1a Paleontological Worker Environmental Awareness Program
MM PAL 1b Unanticipated Fossil Discovery
MM TRA 1 Construction Traffic Control Plan
MM TRA 3a Repair Roadways Damaged by Construction Activities 
MM TRA 3b Gen-tie Access Road Design Approval
MM WIL 1 Expand Fire Management and Prevention Plan
SCE Applicant Proposed Measures (APMs) for SCE Calcite Facilities Only
(All have been superseded by Biological Resources mitigation measures listed above)
BIO-GEN 1 Pre-construction biological clearance surveys and monitoring
ENV-GEN 1 Worker’s Environmental Awareness Training Program
BIO-AVI 1 Avian-Safe Design
BIO-HERP 1 Desert Tortoise
BIO-MAM 1 Mohave Ground Squirrel

	Areas of Controversy: State CEQA Guidelines section 15123, subdivision (b)(2) requires EIRs to contain a brief summary of areas of known controversy including issues raised by agencies and the public. The public has expressed a wide range of concerns about the proposed Stagecoach Facilities and the SCE Calcite Facilities. During public scoping for the Proposed Project, Agencies and the public defined the following major concerns:
• San Bernardino County’s Renewable Energy and Conservation Element of the General Plan (2020 County Policy Plan) would not permit this solar project if it were on private land
• The Proposed Project would impact desert tortoise (Gopherus agassizii) and other sensitive species. The undeveloped site is in a natural condition and occupied with desert tortoise and other sensitive species. The Proposed Project would result in loss of habitat and potentially death or injury to sensitive wildlife due to construction and operation vehicles.
• The Proposed Project may block wildlife movement corridors. The Proposed Project would block a portion of defined movement corridors for desert tortoise and other wildlife.
• Construction of the SCE Calcite Facilities could induce other growth in the area. The construction of the SCE Calcite Facilities could facilitate other future projects because the cost of the substation itself would have been paid by the Stagecoach developers.
• The Proposed Project would impact scenic views along SR 247, a State-Eligible Scenic Highway and County-Designated Scenic Highway
• Environmental justice is a concern in this lower income community, so it should be analyzed in detail
• The Apple Valley Multi-Species Habitat Conservation Plan is being prepared and the Proposed Project would conflict with its goals
• Ground disturbance would result in windblown dust and soil erosion. Uncontrolled dust could expose people to Valley Fever spores.
• Availability of groundwater is constrained, and the Proposed Project would require a large amount of water for dust control
• Greenhouse gas emissions from the Proposed Project could result from conversion of land from open space and vehicle emissions
Appendix C, Index to Public Scoping Comments, identifies concerns raised during the EIR scoping period, which include potential effects to the desert environment, effects on biological resources, and impacts related to environmental justice, noise, and dust.

	List of Agencies: California Public Utilities Commission
California Department of Fish and Wildlife


