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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
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	Text Field: 2020100145
	Project Title: Milburn Pond Isolation Project, Final EIR
	Lead Agency: California Department of Water Resources
	Contact Name: Karen Dulik
	Email: Karen.Dulik@water.ca.gov
	Phone Number: 559-230-3361
	Project Location: Fresno, Fresno County
	Project Description: The project site is bounded by the San Joaquin River to the north and the City of Fresno to the south. The project would isolate the abandoned gravel pit known as Milburn Pond from the San Joaquin River channel to increase native fish survival by reducing movement of non-native warmwater fish species from the pond to the river and movement of native salmonids from the river to the pond. This would be accomplished by modifying the existing berm to fill existing breaches, strengthen weaker berm sections, and raise elevations of low-berm sections to minimize the potential for future breaches. Other improvements would include constructing an equalization saddle with modified French drain within the berm to equalize Milburn Pond with the river during flow fluctuations and creating a high-flow side channel. In addition, rock slope protection and biotechnical erosion protection would be installed to minimize erosion, and an existing access route along the southern and eastern boundary of Milburn Pond would be improved. North Milburn Avenue adjacent to the site may need to be raised approximately 1 foot in low areas to avoid premature overtopping during flood releases from Friant Dam.
	Project's Effects: The proposed project would have significant or potentially significant impacts on air quality; biological resources; cultural resources and Tribal cultural resources; geology, soils and paleontology; hazards and hazardous materials; hydrology and water quality; recreation; and wildfire. Mitigation measures are proposed to avoid or reduce these effects. Mitigation measures would be implemented to reduce nitrogen oxide emissions and fugitive dust; avoid and minimize impacts on special-status plants, fish, and wildlife by conducting worker awareness training and preconstruction surveys and implementing protective buffers; minimize and compensate for unavoidable removal of riparian vegetation; avoid and minimize potential impacts on undiscovered archaeological resources, Native American burials, and Tribal cultural resources by conducting awareness training, immediately stopping work if resources are discovered, evaluating discovered resources and potential effects, and developing measures to avoid or minimize effects; avoid and minimize erosion and potential effects on water quality by developing and implementing a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan;  prevent and control accidental hazardous materials spills by implementing a Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasures Plan; and minimize wildfire risk by implementing an Emergency Fire Plan. Implementing the proposed mitigation measures would reduce effects to less-than-significant levels for all resources areas except recreation. No feasible mitigation measures are available to reduce the significant impact on water-based recreation opportunities associated with Milburn Pond. Therefore, this impact would be significant and unavoidable. 
	Areas of Controversy: One area of controversy related to the project has been raised by the public: closing off boat access to Milburn Pond. After project construction, non-motorized boats will no longer be able to pass from the river to the pond for fishing. An additional potential issue of controversy is restricting access to the golf course adjacent to the project site, if the access road must be raised and work cannot be completed without temporarily closing the road.
	List of Agencies: Responsible agencies include: California Department of Fish and WildlifeSan Joaquin River ConservancyWildlife Conservation BoardCalifornia State Lands CommissionCentral Valley Flood Protection BoardCentral Valley Regional Water Quality Control BoardSan Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control DistrictNative American Heritage CommissionState Office of Historic PreservationTrustee Agencies:California Department of Fish and Wildlife California State Lands Commission


