~ State of California
Office of Administrative Law

In re: NOTICE OF APPROVAL OF REGULATORY
State Water Resources Control Board ACTION

Regulatory Action:
Government Code Section 11353
Title 23, California Code of Regulations

Adopt sections:  3959.9 OAL Matter Number: 2020-0122-01
Amend sections: ”
Repeal sections:

OAL Matter Type: Regular (S)

This action by the State Water Resources Control Board amends the Water Quality
Control Plan (Basin Plan) for the Lahontan Region by modifying the beneficial uses for
the Mojave River and its tributaries and makes other revisions to the Basin Plan. The

- State Water Resources Control Board approved the amendment under Resolution No.
2019-0053 on October 3, 2019.

OAL approves this regulatory action pursuant to section 11353 of the Government

Date: March 3, 2020

Kevin D. Hull '
Senior Attorney

For:  Kenneth J. Pogue
Director

Original: Eileen Sobeck, Executive
Director
Copy:  Daniel Sussman
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Concise Summary of Regulator Provisions

TITLE 23. Waters
Division 4. Regional Water Control Boards
Chapter 1. Water Quality Control Plans, Policies, and Guidelines
Article 6. Lahontan Region

The following section 3959.9 is to be added to Title 23 of the California Code of
Regulations: .

Section 3959.9 — Modify Beneficial Uses for the Mojave River and its Tributaries and
Other Minor Revisions

On June 12, 2019, the Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board (Lahontan
Water Board) adopted Resolution No. R6T-2019-0246, amending the Water Quality
Control Plan for the Lahontan Region (Basin Plan). The State Water Resources Control
Board approved the amendment under Resolution No. 2019-0053 on October 3, 2019.

Resolution No. R6T-2019-0246 modifies the beneficial uses for the Mojave River and its
tributaries and makes other minor revisions to the Basin Plan. The Basin Plan
amendment adds the Preservation of Biological Habitats of Special Significance (BIOL)
and the Rare, Threatened, or Endangered Species (RARE) beneficial use designations
to specific reaches of the Mojave River and its tributaries. It also removes the Cold
Freshwater Habitat (COLD) beneficial use designation for a portion of the Mojave River.
Additionally, the Basin Plan amendment updates language regarding federal Wild and
Scenic Rivers in the Lahontan Region, adds language to highlight the protection of
desert riparian habitat when planning off-highway vehicle routes, and makes a small
number of technical revisions to improve clarity.





