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CITY OF LOS ANGELES
INTER-DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE

4141 N. Whitsett Avenue
DOT Case No. SFV20-109676
DOT Project ID No. 49868

Date: June 11, 2021

To: Susan Jimenez, Administrative Clerk
Department of City Planning

From: Vicente Cordero, Transportation Engineer
Department of Transportation

Subject: TRANSPORTATION ASSESSMENT FOR THE HARVARD-WESTLAKE RIVER PARK PROJECT
LOCATED AT 4141 NORTH WHITSETT AVENUE (CPC-2020-1511-VCU-SPR-WDI/ENV-2020-

7765-CE)

The Department of Transportation (LADOT) has reviewed the transportation assessment prepared by Fehr & Peers
dated April 2021, for the proposed Harvard-Westlake River Park Project located at 4141 North Whitsett Avenue in
the Sherman Oaks-Studio City-Toluca Lake-Cahuenga Pass Community Planning Area of the City of Los Angeles. On
July 30, 2019, pursuant to Senate Bill (SB) 743 and the recent changes to Section 15064.3 of the State’s California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines, the City of Los Angeles adopted vehicle miles traveled (VMT) as the
criteria by which to determine transportation impacts under CEQA. Based on the VMT thresholds established in
LADOT's Transportation Assessment Guidelines (TAG), the proposed project would not result in a significant
transportation impact on VMT as described below.

DISCUSSION AND FINDINGS

A. Project Description
The proposed project consists of the development of two athletic fields with bleacher seating and field lights, an
80,249 square-foot multi-purpose gymnasium, a 52-meter swimming pool with seating, and eight tennis courts
with seating. The project would also include ancillary field buildings, a pool house, and small security kiosk. The
existing golf and tennis facilities will be demolished, however the on-site putting green and clubhouse with café
would be retained and rehabilitated. The project would also provide approximately 5.4 acres of publicly
accessible open space and landscaped trails connecting to the adjacent Zev Yaroslavsky Los Angeles River
Greenway (Zev Greenway) and on-site landscaped areas, water features, and recreational amenities. A total of
503 vehicular parking spaces would be provided within a single-level underground parking structure. A small
surface parking area for 29 additional vehicular parking spaces would also be provided. Vehicular access will be
provided via two driveways, one directly along Whitsett Avenue (northern driveway) and one as an extension of
the Valleyheart Drive stub located south of LAFD Station 78 (southern driveway). The project is expected to be

completed by the year 2025.
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B. Freeway Safety Analysis
Per the Interim Guidance for Freeway Safety Analysis memorandum issued by DOT May 1, 2020 to address

Caltrans safety concerns on freeways, the study addresses the project’s effects on vehicle queuing on freeway
ramps. Such an evaluation measures the project’s potential to lengthen a forecasted ramp queue and create
speed differentials between vehicles exiting the freeway ramps and vehicles operating on the freeway mainline.
The evaluation included in the assessment identified the number of project trips expected to be added to
nearby freeway ramps serving the project site. It was determined that the Project would add 25 or more peak
hour trips to the following freeway off-ramp:

¢ US-101 Southbound Off-ramp & Coldwater Canyon Avenue (3-4 PM peak hour)

Analysis of the US-101 Southbound off-ramp to Coldwater Canyon Avenue was conducted using Synchro
software and HCM 2016. It was determined by the analysis that the queue length on this ramp is not projected
to exceed ramp capacity in the Future Base or Future plus Project scenarios during the 3-4PM peak hour.
Assuming an average queue storage length of 25 feet per car, the project is projected to add one car length to
the queue in the 3-4 PM peak hour. The addition is not projected to exceed the ramp storage and therefore is
not projected to have a significant safety impact for the US-101 Southbound off-ramp to Coldwater Canyon
Avenue and no further analysis is required for this off-ramp. The off-ramp queuing analysis is shown in

Attachment A.

C. CEQA Screening Threshold
A trip generation analysis was conducted to determine if the project would exceed the net 250 daily vehicle trips

(DVT) screening threshold set forward by the TAG. The assessment concluded that implementation of the
project would not result in a significant transportation impact. The traffic analysis included further discussion on
the screening of the following CEQA transportation thresholds:

1. Threshold T-1: Conflicting with Plans, Programs, Ordinances, or Policies
The transportation assessment evaluated the proposed project for conformance with the adopted City’s

transportation plans and policies for all travel modes. It was determined by the analysis that the project
does not obstruct or conflict with the City’s development policies and standards for the transportation

system.

2. Threshold T-2.1: Causing Substantial Vehicle Miles Traveled
The assessment projected that the project would generate a net increase in 770 daily vehicle trips on a

typical school day during the academic year and an estimated net decrease of 2,098 daily VMT. The
analysis concluded that the project would not result in a significant VMT impact as discussed below
under Section C, CEQA Transportation Analysis.

3. Threshold T-3: Substantially Increasing Hazards Due To a Geometric Design Feature or Incompatible

Use
The project does not involve any design features that are unusual for the area or any incompatible use.

D. CEQA Transportation Analysis
The new LADOT Transportation Assessment Guidelines (TAG) provide instructions on preparing

transportation assessments for land use proposals and defines the significant impact thresholds. The
project is classified under two different uses. First, it would be classified as an education facility since it
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will be owned and operated by Harvard-Westlake School, and will be utilized by their students,

employees, and associated programs in conjunction with their operation as a private high school. Second,
the community use component of the project would be classified as a community-serving recreational
facility and is therefore exempt from the VMT analysis.

The total net daily VMT for all trips to and from the project site on an average day were estimated to
assess the VMT impact of the project. The project’s total daily VMT was calculated by multiplying the
estimated average number of daily trips by an average trip length for each group of users of the site. The
different populations that will make trips to and from the project site include Harvard-Westlake students,
visiting teams, spectators, and employees. Trips generated by potential Harvard-Westlake Special Events
were averaged across the academic year. The net total VMT takes credit for existing VMT associated with
the existing Weddington Golf & Tennis course. The project is projected to generate an estimated net
decrease of 2,098 daily VMT. The analysis concluded that the project would result in less than significant
impacts on VMT and VMT in cumulative conditions. A copy of the VMT estimates are provided in

Attachment B.

E. Access and Circulation
The access and circulation analysis included a delay study of the following intersections using the Highway

Capacity Manual {(HCM) methodology which calculates the amount of delay per vehicle based upon the
intersection traffic volumes, lane configurations, and signal timing:

e Whitsett Avenue & Moorpark Avenue
e Whitsett Avenue & Valley Spring Lane
Whitsett Avenue & Ventura Boulevard
Coldwater Canyon Avenue & Moorpark Avenue
e Coldwater Canyon Avenue & Ventura Boulevard

Existing and Cumulative Traffic Conditions

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, counts could not be collected at these intersections in 2020 since they would
not reflect typical conditions. Weekday PM peak period turning movement counts were collected in April 2019
at the three study intersections along Whitsett Avenue. Historical LADOT counts from 2017 were used for two
intersections along Coldwater Canyon Avenue, and an ambient growth factor of 0.6% per year was applied to
adjust the traffic volumes to reflect the baseline year 2020. To evaluate the potential impacts of the project on
opening year (2025), estimates of future traffic conditions were developed for the study area to forecast future
conditions. An ambient growth factor of 0.6% per year was applied to adjust the baseline year (2020) traffic
volumes to reflect the effect of ambient growth by the year 2025.

Under the HCM methodology, level of service (LOS) at signalized and unsignalized intersections is defined based
on the delay experienced per vehicle. The results for the Year 2020 Baseline, Opening (2025) No Project, and
Opening (2025) Plus Project Conditions delay and LOS for the study intersections are shown in Attachment C.

Residential Street Cut-Through Analysis

The objective of the residential street cut-through analysis is to determine potential increases in average daily
traffic volumes on designated Local Streets, as classified in the City’s General Plan that can be identified as cut-
through trips generated by the project. The analysis was conducted on the following four local residential street

segments near the project site:
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Valley Spring Lane Between Babcock Ave and Whitsett Ave
Valley Spring Lane Between Whitsett Ave and Wilkinson Ave
Woodbridge Street Between Babcock Ave and Whitsett Ave
Woodbridge Street Between Whitsett Ave and Wilkinson Ave

PWNPR

The traffic study indicated that the project is not projected to create an excessive burden on any of the street
segments in neither the Non-Event Scenario nor the Special Event Scenario. The projected increase in weekday
two-way daily volumes as a result of the project is below the impact threshold of 120 trips as shown in

Attachment D.

DOT finds that the transportation assessment adequately evaluated potential project-related delays and level of
service at the studied intersections.

PROJECT REQUIREMENTS

A.

CEQA-Related Mitigation
There are no CEQA related requirements required for this project.

Non-CEQA-Related Reguirements and Considerations
To comply with transportation and mobility goals and provisions of adopted City plans and ordinances, the

applicant should be required to implement the following:

1. Construction Impacts
DOT recommends that a construction worksite traffic control plan be submitted to DOT’s Citywide

Temporary Traffic Control Section for review and approval prior to the start of any construction work.
Refer to https://ladot.lacity.org/businesses/temporary-traffic-control-plans to determine which section
to coordinate review of the worksite traffic control plan. The plan should show the location of any
roadway or sidewalk closures, traffic detours, haul routes, hours of operation, protective devices,
warning signs and access to abutting properties. DOT also recommends that construction related traffic

be restricted to off-peak hours to the extent possible.

2. Highway Dedication and Street Widening Requirements
The project does include additions or new construction along Whitsett Avenue, designated as an Avenue

11, but it is on a property with more restrictive zoning than R2. The land use designation is A1-1XL-RIO
(River Improvement Overlay District). Therefore, the project is not subject to dedication requirements.

The applicant should check with the Bureau of Engineering’s Land Development Group to determine if
there are any other applicable highway dedication, street widening, and/or sidewalk requirements for

this project.

3. Parking Reguirements
The traffic study indicated that a total of 532 vehicle parking spaces will be provided, including 503
spaces in a subterranean parking garage and 29 surface parking spaces. Additionally, a total of 100
bicycle parking spaces are proposed at various locations within the project site, including 72 spaces at
grade and 28 spaces below grade. The applicant should check with the Department of Building and
Safety on the number of Code-required parking spaces needed for the project.
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4. Driveway Access and Circulation

Vehicular access would be provided to the project site via two driveways, one northern driveway
directly along Whitsett Avenue and one southern driveway as an extension of the Valleyheart Drive stub
located south of LAFD Station 78. Both driveways would provide access to the subterranean parking
structure with 503 parking spaces. Access for passenger loading would be provided via the southern
driveway, which would lead to a turnaround designed to accommodate buses, shuttles, and
automobiles, as well as the surface lot with 29 parking stalls. There will be no driveway access from
Valley Spring Lane or from Bellaire Avenue. The proposed driveway access and circulation are illustrated

in Attachment E.

Several pedestrian entry gates would be provided along Whitsett Avenue and Valley Spring Lane to
provide access for pedestrians and bicyclists (although only the pedestrian entrances along Whitsett
Avenue would provide access to the interior of the Project Site). Off-site from the Project Site, the
Project would also provide improvements to the segment of Valleyheart Drive south of LAFD Station 78
and to portions of the Zev Greenway adjacent to the Project Site and would install ADA accessible
pedestrian ramps leading to the Zev Greenway at Coldwater Canyon Avenue and connecting the Project
Site to the Zev Greenway.

The review of this study does not constitute approval of the existing driveway dimensions, access, and
circulation scheme with regard to this project. Those elements require separate review and approval
and should be coordinated with LADOT’s Valley Planning Coordination Section (6262 Van Nuys
Boulevard, Room 320, @ 818-374-4699). To minimize and prevent last-minute design changes, the
applicant should contact LADOT before the commencement of building or parking layout design efforts,
for driveway width and internal circulation requirements. New driveways should be Case-2, designed
with a recommended width of 30 feet for two-way operations, or 16 feet for one-way operations, or to
the satisfaction of LADOT.

Development Review Fees
Section 19.15 of the LAMC identifies specific fees for traffic study review, condition clearance, and

permit issuance. The applicant shall comply with any applicable fees per this ordinance.

If you have any questions, please contact Sheila Ahoraian of my staff at (818) 374-4690.

Attachments

J:\Projects\SFV\49868-4141 Whitsett-RiverPark

cc:

Jessica Fugate, Council District 2

Claudia Rodriguez, DCP Valley Planning

Steve Rostam, DOT East Valley District

Ali Nahass, BOE Valley District

Quyen Phan, BOE Land Development Group

Ribeka Toda, Fehr & Peers Transportation Consultants
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TABLE S
HARVARD-WESTLAKE RIVER PARK PROJECT
FREEWAY OFF-RAMP QUEUEING ANALYSIS
FUTURE BASE (2025) AND PLUS PROJECT SCENARIOS

W Future Base Conditions Future plus Project Conditions
Ramp Capacity by Movement at Off-| Ramp Potential
Ramp Cross Street Racp Ramp Terminus Intersection Terminus LARM 2 Queve S48 95t Queue Length Safety
Length Percentile Queue | Exceeds | Percentile Queue | |ncrease (car
) Control lssue? [c]
Lane| Movement |Length [a] Queue (ft) | Max () | 21297 [ Queve (ft) | Max (7t) | 'engths) [b]
Left 270 177 177
Us-101 58 Colawater 800 I | Left/Th Right 800 Signal 75 177 N 83 177 3 No
Off-Ramp | Canyon Avenue - HaivRg 'gna ©
Right 270 58 78

point.

[b] Assumes an average storage length per car of 25 feet

[a] Ramp lengths determined based on scaled distances from on-line aerial photographs. Per LADOT guidance, max length is measured from the terminal intersection to the gore

[c] If a proposed project adds two or more car lengths to a ramp queue that extends to the freway maineline, then the location must be tested for safety issues.
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Attachment B
VMT Results

TABLE 10
HARVARD-WESTLAKE RIVER PARK PROJECT
TRIP GENERATION ESTIMATE

Daily 3Pt 4 PM Peak Howr Trips T PRL. 6 PM Peak Hour Trips
{Non-Event Non-Event Scenario Speacial Event Scenario

Land Uses Day)® tnbound Outbound Total Inbound Qutbound Total Inbound Outbound Total

HW Athietic Use' 446 108 19 127 48 107 155 [ ] 0
HW Special Events 0 0 o 0 0 0 o 50 500 550
Community Use® 1248 17 17 34 17 17 3 17 17 34
Employees 88 & s 10 5 2% 2% 5 20 25
‘Eubtotal 1792 130 41 171 70 122 214 72 537 509
insn‘ng Use Adjustment* 1,022 -55 -48 -103 -54 -71 -5 B -71 -125
Net New Trips 770 75 7 68 16 73 89 18 466 484

I The new tripz associated with HW Athletics is shown in Appendix H.

2 The new mips associated with HW Special Events is shown in Appendix H.
3. The trip estimates fior the community uses are based on rates in the (TE Trip Generation Manual, 10th Edition. The peak hour trips are estimates basea on the Tennis Couris land use {LY) 450) because only the

tennis courts will be open to the public during the pazk howr periods when Harvard-Westlake is using the other facilities The daily wips are estimated based on the Recreational Community Center land use (LU
AR5}, subtracting the portion of the daily trips that oocur between 3-8 PM, when the site will ot be open to the public, based on the time-of-day distrbution data in Appendix A of the Recreation chapter of the

manal

4. The existing use at the site ks Weddington Golf and Tennis. The wips were counted at the site on Tuesday, February 12, 2019
& The daily trips represent the average daily trips on a typical school day during the academic year,

Table 4: Net Total Daily VMT Estimate

Average Daily Trip

Population Group Generation A"‘-‘:’::g?}:"?r;z\:::, Trip Daily VMT
Preject
HW Shuttles 58 1.8 87
HW Private Yehicles! 43 {nbound) 1.5 {inbound) 65
HW Other 132 128 1,703
Empiloyees 58 133 1,303
HvY Special Events 807 129 774
Totat Daily VT 3832
Existing Use Credit
T 1,022 50 6030
Existing YMT Credit £,030
Neat Total Daily VMT
2,098

et Total Daily VMT

Mote: Additional information regarding the methodology used to estimate wip generation for each of the populations, and the

resultant estimated inips, is provided in Chapter 42,
' Only the inbound trips are included in the WYMT astimate for the S private vehicles because the outbound trip lengihs were found

1o be the same 25 the existing Qutbound trip kength for student vehicles leaving the Upper School 12 return b ome
* Annug Special Bvent brips averaged across academic year weekdays.
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Attachment C
Summary of Delay and Levels of Service (LOS)

TABLE 9
HARVARD-WESTLAKE RIVER PARK PROJECT
YEAR 2020 BASELINE CONDITIONS INTERSECTION LEVELS OF SERVICE

June 11, 2021

Baseline (2020)

NO. Intersection Peak Hour
Delay {sec/veh) - LOS
1 Whitsett Avenue & Moorpark Ave e 338 o
5-6 PM 33.5 C
. . 3-4PM 21.0 @
2 Whitsett Avenue & Valley Spring Lane 5-6 PM 228 c
3 Whitsett Avenue & Ventura Boulevard b A2 <
5-6 PM 31.8 C
3-4 PM A4 C
4 Coldwater Canyon Avenue & Moorpark Ave AP -

5-6 PM 389 D
3-4 PM 1. E

5 Coldwater Canyon Avenue & Ventura Boulevard 233
l 5-6 PM 53.3 D
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Attachment C (cont’d)
Summary of Delay and Levels of Service (LOS)

June 11, 2021

TASBLE 11A
HARVARD-WESTLAKE RIVER PARK PROJECT
STUDY INTERSECTION LEVEL OF SERVICE AND QUEUES - NON-EVENT SCENARIO

g Tom 052 Mprps P e Ery— L
Opening Yes (2023
P apep—— Intateaction LO%  Dirpctional LGS oo Cueciions LOS $anrage Ovm&q;-- ees) “ﬁ:g?vn’ni ) u::::..l.
(34T 56 e et i s Specisl Brent Scanaris
e Laru LR i P T4 b i 1-47M 4P 4P P
E 0 E 2] EBL 150 1285 il 125 125 - -
& D E ] £8T 2.525 700 €25 675 £00 - "
< C C C EBR 50 75 50 75 50 ¢
F F F F WEBL 100 150 15 150 125 >
4 [ (4 C WEBT 950 425 425 425 433
Whitseit Ave & £ & B B WER 50 % b 75 £
! Moorpark St bio € c b/b C C NBL LE 125 175 125 18 -
£ < C C 22l 1,250 275 350 275 350 -
£ i C C NER [ 0 1] 0 4 -
C D C 2] SBL 75 100 150 100 150
B 2 ) B SBT 225 200 200 200 200 -
& B 8 B SBR 4 i & 0 i
; F F F EBL 100 25 25 2. 25 =
F F F £ Ly 100 25 25 25 25 i
B B e B B 25 25 25 25
F 3 i F 100 25 25 25 25 =
F 7 ¥ F 450 P 25 25 25
g Wh‘rtsm A]ve & Valley e B c o [ C 50 23 25 28 25
Spring L A A A A 1000 25 25 25 25
A A A A 1000 he
- ‘|m B
bl e K £00 a5 e 25 2% -
A A A A Sixi - R
5 50
¥ ¥ F F EBL 100 s 225 250 225 . ‘
C C C £ E5Y 25 400 428 400 400 =
(= C € C EBR 50 100 100 ¥l 100
2] D D £ WBL 75 50 75 S0 &
3] £ D F WBT i 550 &25 550 625
3 Whitsett Ave & Ventura 5 8 s 2 B WBR £0 175 200 200 2 -
Bivd oo D D e D D NBL % 125 128 125 125
A & A A NBT 175 20k 200 200 225
D © i o HBR [ 0 2 0 a
D D D 0 SBL 350 125 ] 150 .
C & C C $81 350 128 125 125
2 & & 8 5BR 50 125 125 125
D 2] o D EBL 12§ 14 100 125
¢ C C < £87 925 475 475 475 - ¢
B 2 8 B £BR 100 25 50 25 &
D [x] 2] 3 WAL 15 100 100 100 -
C € C C WET 2525 500 A75 475 «
5 (Coldwater Canyon Ave & /D C C DE C C WER 1'&] :.?Sn e 78 -
Moorpark St D D D E NBL Vi 150 150 <
€ £ D F NBY 1,850 525 528 580 <
D G i F NBR a ] ] 0
¥ F F F SBL 75 175 250
D D D =] 587 275 425 425
i je) D D 82 & o 1] 0
F i F F iBL 150 A7% 375 475
¥ P F 3 £BY 700 b143 575 575
£ & A A EBR 26 75 75 % ’
£ F E F WEL 200 100 125 125 15 i
D i D F WBT 2650 426 425 425 425
Coldwater Canyon Ave &t [ C C 5} WEBR 100 100 ¥ 100 125
2 Ventura Bivd e E f FIE E E NEL 100 37 400 375 315 -
£ C C C NBT 378 325 375 350 400
C C [4 4 NBR 325 150 128 50 128
F F F f SeL 350 250 250 250 24
D D D D SBT 1,850 328 325 32§ 325
D ] ] [2] S8R 0 0 0 0 ] - -
1, E8L= Eastbound lek. £BT = Eastbound through. EBR = d nght, WL = tefr, WET = d through, WBR = Westbound right, NBL = Northbeund lefr. NBT = Nonhbound theough NBR = Norhbound night, S81 =
Southbound isft. SBT = Southbound through, SBR = Southbound right.
2, Unacreptable queuing defined by the TAG as turning quewes that exiend oul of the storage bay o1 @ through queue that blocks 2 side street o aliey along an Avenue or Boulevard & a signabized intersection,
3. Swudy intersection £2 is an unsignalizad intersection.
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Attachment C (cont’d)

Summary of Delay and Levels of Service (LOS)

June 11, 2021

TABLE 11B
HARVARD-WESTLAKE RIVER PARK PROJECT
INTERSECTION LEVEL OF SERVICE AND QUEUES - SPECIAL EVENT SCENARIO

D E 8L 150 100 125
D D IET 2525 625 525
A c a2 50 50 50
F ¥ 3L 100 150 150
€ C WBT Ky 425 A%
B B WS 50 5 £
1 ‘Whitsett Ave & Moorpark St 1} = D > NBL ] e 300 -
C C HET 1,250 350 350
C € NBR 0 0 0
D D SBL 75 150
8 B SBT 225 200
B B SER [ 0
¥ F_| s 100 ®
i 3 EBT 100 25
B ¥ EBR 0 25
F ¥ WBL 100 25
F F WBT 100 25
2 |wnitsert Ave & Valley Spring Ln’ o = £ < Ll - =
& & NBL 1000 25
& A NBT 1000 &
NBR 1000
3 8 SBL 600 25 25
X B SBT 600
~ SBR 50
! B EBL 228 225
€ D EBY 425 400
C [ EBR 100 100
D o WBL 50 50
D ¥ WBT &25 625
& 8 WER 200 200
3 Whitsett Ave & Ventura Bivd 1} = E t NBL 125 25
A A #SE1 200 225
D D HOR 0 0 0
D D SBL 350 125 175
8 B i1 3% 123 125
8 C 5BR 50 125 A
[+] D EBL 125 100 100
C C £RT 825 475 500
B 8 EBR 100 =0 50
D £ WBL 150 100 00
C C WBT 2,525 475 475
[ c WBR 100 75 75
4 Coidwater Canyon Ave & Moorpark St o > F 3 NBL = %0 300
< F NBT 1,850 525 75
€ F NBR & [ 0
F F SBL 75 275
D D SBT 7% 475
D [5) SEX 0 0
¢ F 53 150 375
F F EBY 700 575
A EBR 50 75
£ ¥ WBL 2% 125
D F WBT 2650 450
” C D WBR 100 275
5 Coldwater Canyon Ave & Veniura Bhvd £ s E T AL ) 35
[ [= NBT 375 400
C C NBR 325 128 125
£ ¥ SBL 350 250 250
D D SBT 1,850 325 328
D D SBR 0 -:. 2
1. EBL= Eastbound leht. EBT = Eactbound thwough, £8R < E right WEBL = Wi d leh, WBT = through W2R = Westbound right, NBL = (¢orhbouns 2% NBT = Northbound through, NER =
right. SBL = Southbound ieh, SBT = Southbound through, S8R = Southbound night
2 Unacceptable gueuing defined by the TAG as turning quewes that extend out of the storage bay or & thvough queue that blocks 2 side strest or alley along an Avenue or ne d
3 Study i ion #2 i an unsig N
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Attachment D
Residential Street Cut-Through Analysis

TABLE 14
HARVARD-WESTLAKE RIVER PARK PROJECT
NEIGHBORMOOD STREET IMPACT ANALYSIS - OPENING YEAR PLUS PROJECT ANALYSIS

Weekday Two-Way Wih Projert - tion. Event Stenanio With Project - Specisl Event Scenario
Openin Opening Opanir, o
Street Segment Basatine " n:s. Projae gy Project % Evabuation Excesshvely [Project y“p : "’5) Project %  Evalustion Excessively
rips " Increase " Buedened? " Increase riteris’  Burdened?
2020) No Project Plus Project ' Cifteris Trips Pius Project c
Valiey Spring Lar o 5
ey pring tane _ 16 935 15 353 160%  120Taps MO 2 51 260%  120Trps WO
ween Babtock Ave and Whitsett Ave
Vall ing Lane
e o g . : 10 120 Trips NG 30 120 Trips ND
Botween Whittelt Ave and Wiltkinson Ave
Woodbridge Street :
124 T & 120 Tops NO
Between Babcock Ave and Whitsett Ave” = R ne 2 i
pre>
) ) . 1 120 Trips NO 10 120 Trips NO
Betweern Whitsett Ave and Wilkinson Ave®
1 Uzes City of Los Angeles ion criteria jor residential straet seg:

2. Baseline counts were not available at these Jocations due 1o COVID-19. Therelors. the most it ion tritena of adding 120 projact ips 1o the segment] was usad for these locations.
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Attachment E
Project Site Plan
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1. Introduction

This Transportation Assessment (TA) documents the assumptions, methodologies, and findings of a study
conducted by Fehr & Peers to evaluate the potential transportation impacts of the proposed project (the
Project). The area proposed for the Project consists of a 16.1-acre (701,428 square foot) parcel, owned by
the School (the Property), and located at 4141 Whitsett Avenue, and a 1.1-acre (47,916 square foot) parcel
the School leases from Los Angeles County (Leased Property) (portion of Assessor Parcel Number [APN]
2375-018-903), which collectively comprise the 17.2-acre (749,344 square foot) project site (Project Site).

This TA was conducted to support the analysis of transportation within an Environmental Impact Report
(EIR) being prepared for the Project, and to otherwise meet Los Angeles Department of Transportation
(LADOT) requirements in accordance with LADOT's Transportation Assessment Guidelines (TAG).

1.1 Project Description

The Project would occupy the majority of the block (except Los Angeles Fire Department [LAFD] Fire
Station 78 located in the southeast corner of the block and portions of areas adjacent to the Los Angeles
River) bounded by Valley Spring Lane to the north, Whitsett Avenue to the east, the Los Angeles River to
the south, and Bellaire Avenue to the west. The Project Site is located within the Sherman Oaks-Studio
City-Toluca Lake-Cahuenga Pass Community Plan area of the City of Los Angeles (City). The adjacent land
uses are residential land uses to the west, north, and east, and the Los Angeles River to the south. Figure
1 shows the location of the Project Site in the context of the surrounding street system. Regional access to
the Project Site is provided by the Ventura Freeway (US-101), with interchanges approximately 1.2 miles to
the northeast (Laurel Canyon Boulevard) and 1.3 miles to the northwest (Coldwater Canyon Avenue).

The Project as analyzed in this TA involves the redevelopment of the approximately 17.2-acre Project Site
for use as an athletic and recreational facility for Harvard-Westlake School (also referred to as the School)
and for shared use with community members. The majority of the Project Site, 16.1 acres, is currently
occupied by Weddington Golf & Tennis, a nine-hole, 27-par golf course and tennis facility and associated
surface parking of 89 stalls. The Project includes the development of two athletic fields with bleacher
seating and field lights, an 80,249-square-foot multi-purpose gymnasium, a 52-meter swimming pool with
seating, and eight tennis courts with seating. The Project would also include ancillary field buildings, a
pool house, and small security kiosk. These facilities would also be available for community use when not
in use by the School. The existing on-site putting green and clubhouse with café would be retained and
rehabilitated and would be open to the community. The Project would also provide approximately 5.4
acres of publicly accessible open space and landscaped trails connecting to the adjacent Zev Yaroslavsky
Los Angeles River Greenway (Zev Greenway) and on-site landscaped areas, water features, and
recreational amenities.

T LADOT, Transportation Assessment Guidelines, July 2020.
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The Project would include 503 vehicular parking spaces within a single-level underground parking
structure. A small surface parking area for 29 additional vehicular parking spaces would also be provided.
Bike parking will also be provided, including 72 spaces at grade and 28 spaces below grade (100 spaces
total) at various locations within the Project Site.

The Project’s Site Plan is presented in Figure 2. Vehicular access would be provided to the Project Site via
two driveways, one directly along Whitsett Avenue (north driveway) and one as an extension of the
Valleyheart Drive stub located south of LAFD Station 78 (south driveway). Both driveways would provide
access to the subterranean parking structure with 503 parking spaces. Access for passenger loading would
be provided via the south driveway, which would lead to a turnaround designed to accommodate buses,
shuttles, and automobiles, as well as to a surface lot with 29 parking stalls. There will be no driveway
access from Valley Spring Lane or from Bellaire Avenue. Several pedestrian entry gates would be provided
along Whitsett Avenue and Valley Spring Lane to provide access for pedestrians and bicyclists (although
only the pedestrian entrances along Whitsett Avenue would provide access to the interior of the Project
Site).

Off-site from the Project Site, the Project would also provide improvements to the segment of Valleyheart
Drive south of LAFD Station 78 and to portions of the Zev Greenway adjacent to the Project Site and
would install ADA accessible pedestrian ramps leading to the Zev Greenway at Coldwater Canyon Avenue
and connecting the Project Site to the Zev Greenway.
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1.2 Transportation Assessment Scope

The scope of work for this TA was determined in consultation with the LADOT and is in accordance with
the City's CEQA transportation thresholds of significance adopted in July 2019 and LADOT's TAG updated
in July 2020. The base assumptions and technical methodologies were discussed with LADOT as part of
the TA approach and agreed to in a transportation assessment memorandum of understanding (MOU)
dated November 18, 2020. The MOU is included in Appendix A to this document.

The TAG establishes an updated set of guidelines, methods, and impact criteria for CEQA considerations
that focus on vehicle miles traveled (VMT), geometric hazards, and policy conflicts. The TAG also
establishes a framework for various non-CEQA analyses including a pedestrian, bicycle, and transit access
assessment, a project access, safety, and circulation assessment, project construction, and residential
street cut-through analysis. Each area of analysis is described in the TAG with a discussion of screening
criteria, the methodology for analysis, impact criteria, and potential mitigation options. Based on the
screening criteria set forth in the TAG, the following issue areas in Table 1 — as described in the TAG - are
evaluated in this TA (the screening analysis is available in Appendix B):

Table 1: TAG Screening Criteria Issue Areas

TAG Issue Area Analysis Required?
CEQA Analyses:
Conflicts with Plans, Programs, Ordinances, and Policies Yes
Causing Substantial Additional Vehicle Miles Traveled Yes
Substantially Inducing Additional Automobile Travel N/A?
Geometric Design Features Yes

Non-CEQA Analyses:

Pedestrian, Bicycle, and Transit Access Yes
Project Access, Safety, and Circulation Yes
Project Construction Yes
Residential Street Cut-Through No3

2 This TAG issue area is specific to transportation projects that increase vehicular capacity, and thus, is not applicable
to this Project.

3 While the Project is not required to analyze residential cut-through streets per the screening, this analysis was still
conducted due to the location of the Project adjacent to a residential area and to address to community concerns
that the routes to and from the Project may go through the residential area.

e
. 3
7413727551



) Project Site

D 0.5 Mile Radius

;i Project Study Area

Figure 1




_ Bellaire Avepug

T M

Station 78

Figure 2

Site Plan




1.3 Organization of Transportation Assessment

This TA is divided into five chapters, including this introduction, Chapter 1. Chapter 2 describes the
environmental setting and the existing and cumulative conditions of the transportation system in the
study area, including an inventory of the streets, highways, bicycle & pedestrian networks, and transit
service. The required CEQA analyses are summarized in Chapter 3, and includes a review of the City's
plans, programs, ordinances, and policies, a VMT analysis, a geometric design hazards evaluation, and a
freeway analysis. Chapter 4 includes the required non-CEQA transportation analyses, and contains a
pedestrian, bicycle, and transit access assessment, a Project access, safety and circulation evaluation,
Project construction analysis, and residential street cut-through analysis. Chapter 5 contains the TA
summary and conclusions.

Appendices to this TA include details of the technical analysis, as follows:

A. Appendix A includes a copy of the Memorandum of Understanding approved by LADOT that
confirms TA parameters and assumptions.

B. Appendix B includes responses to the TAG Project screening criteria and supporting analysis.
Appendix C provides a detailed review of the Project’s consistency with relevant plans, programs,
ordinances, and policies.

D. Appendix D provides additional detail regarding the geometric design hazards review.

E. Appendix E contains the Synchro queuing reports for the freeway analysis.
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2. Environmental Setting

2.1 Existing Conditions

The majority of the 17.2-acre Project Site is currently occupied by Weddington Golf & Tennis, a
recreational facility with a golf course and tennis courts. Existing on-site facilities include the 2,700 square-
foot clubhouse with a 10-seat café, a 799 square-foot tennis shack, 16 tennis courts, 25-stall driving range,
and a nine-hole par 27 golf course. The Project Site also includes 89 surface parking spaces. Vehicular
access to the existing parking areas on the Project Site is provided via one inbound and one outbound
driveway on Whitsett Avenue, one service driveway on Valley Spring Lane, and a second service driveway
at the Valleyheart Drive stub. Pedestrian access to the Project Site is at these same driveway locations.

Study Area

The Project Site is located in the Studio City community within the Sherman Oaks-Studio City-Toluca
Lake-Cahuenga Pass Community Plan area. Based on guidance from the TAG, the study area selected for
analysis includes a Ya-mile radius around the Project Site and extends to Laurel Canyon Boulevard to the
east, Moorpark Street to the north, Coldwater Canyon Avenue to the west, and Ventura Boulevard to the
south. The study area is in a suburban setting and is mostly surrounded by residential land uses. The LAFD
Station 78 is adjacent to the Project Site in the southeast corner of the block.

Existing Street System

Major streets serving the study area include Ventura Boulevard and Moorpark Street in the east-west
direction and Coldwater Canyon Avenue, Whitsett Avenue, and Laurel Canyon Boulevard in the north-
south direction. Regional access to the Project Site is provided by the US-101, with interchanges
approximately 1.2 miles to the northeast (Laurel Canyon Boulevard) and 1.3 miles to the northwest
(Coldwater Canyon Avenue). Local access to the Project Site is provided by several local streets and
avenues, including Whitsett Avenue, Moorpark Street and Ventura Boulevard. Per the City's Mobility
Element, Mobility Plan 20354, the following are the designation of the adjoining streets:

*  Whitsett Avenue (between Valley Spring and Valleyheart) — Avenue
¢ Valley Spring Lane (between Whitsett and Bellaire) — Local Street Standard
* Bellaire Avenue (between Valley Spring and Valleyheart) — Local Street Standard

* Valleyheart Drive — Local Street Standard. Valleyheart Drive is designated as a Local Street in
Mobility Plan 2035. However, between Whitsett Avenue and Bellaire Avenue, it does not exist and
is a paper street only. The existing paved portion of Valleyheart Drive, adjacent to the fire station,
is owned by the City of Los Angeles. The remaining portion of the Valleyheart Drive right-of-way

4 City of Los Angeles, Mobility Plan 2035, An Element of the General Plan, adopted September 7, 2016.
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to the west to Bellaire Avenue, which is not constructed as a street, is owned by Los Angeles
County.

The Mobility Plan 2035 (Los Angeles Department of Planning, General Plan Mobility Element), approved
by the Los Angeles City Council in August 2015 and amended in September 2016, categorizes streets into
typologies and sets general definitions for each designation. Each of the street designations are defined
as the following:

* Freeways — High-volume, high-speed roadways with limited access provided by interchanges that
carry regional traffic through and do not provide local access to adjacent land uses.

* Arterial Streets — Major streets that serve through traffic and provide access to major commercial
activity centers. Arterials are divided into two categories:

°  Boulevards represent the widest streets that typically provide regional access to major
destinations and include two categories:

* Boulevard | provides up to four travel lanes in each direction with a target operating
speed of 40 mph.

* Boulevard Il provides up to three travel lanes in each direction with a target operating
speed of 35 mph.

°  Avenues pass through both residential and commercial areas and include three categories:

= Avenue | provides up to two travel lanes in each direction with a target operating speed

of 35 mph.

= Avenue Il provides up to two travel lanes in each direction with a target operating speed
of 30 mph.

= Avenue lll provides up to two travel lanes in each direction with a target operating speed
of 25 mph.

* Collector Streets — Generally located in residential neighborhoods and provide access to and from
arterial streets for local traffic and are not intended for cut-through traffic. Collector Streets
provide one travel lane in each direction with a target operating speed of 25 mph.

* Local Streets — Intended to accommodate lower volumes of vehicle traffic and provide parking on
both sides of the street. Local Streets provide one travel lane in each direction with a target
operating speed of 15 to 20 mph. Local Streets can be:

°o  Continuous local streets that connect to other streets at both ends

o Non-Continuous local streets that lead to a dead-end

In addition, the Mobility Plan 2035 identifies corridors proposed to prioritize bicycle, pedestrian, transit,
and vehicle infrastructure improvements. Each of the networks are defined as the following:

—y
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* The Neighborhood-Enhanced Network (NEN) is a selection of streets that provide comfortable
and safe routes for localized travel of slower-moving modes such as walking, bicycling, or other
slow speed motorized means of travel.

* The Transit-Enhanced Network (TEN) is the network of arterial streets prioritized to improve
existing and future bus service for transit riders.

* The Bicycle-Enhanced Network (BEN) is a network of streets to receive treatments that prioritize
bicyclists. Tier 1 Protected Bicycle Lanes are bicycle facilities that are separated from vehicular
traffic. Tier 2 and Tier 3 Bicycle Lanes are facilities on roadways with striped separation. Tier 2
Bicycle Lanes are those more likely to be built by 2035.

* The Vehicle-Enhanced Network (VEN) identifies streets that prioritize vehicular movement and
offer safe, consistent travel speeds and reliable travel times.

* The Pedestrian-Enhanced Districts (PEDs) identify where pedestrian improvements on arterial
streets could be prioritized to provide better walking connections to and from the major
destinations within communities.

Described below are the primary freeway and roadways that provide regional and local access to the
study area.

Freeways

* US-101 runs in the east-west direction located north of the Project Site. In the vicinity of the
study area, US-101 provides five lanes in each direction. Access to the Project Site study area is
provided by interchanges at Coldwater Canyon Avenue and at Laurel Canyon Boulevard.

East — West Streets

* Ventura Boulevard is designated as a Boulevard Il and is located south of the Project Site.
Ventura Boulevard provides two through lanes in each direction with parking permitted on both
sides of the street. Ventura Boulevard is included in the High-Injury Network (HIN), the Bicycle
Enhanced Network (proposed Tier 3 Bicycle Lane), and TEN in the Mobility Plan 2035. Ventura
Boulevard is also part of the PED, except for the portion between Fairway Avenue and Laurelgrove
Avenue.

* Moorpark Street is designated as an Avenue Il and is located north of the Project Site. Moorpark
Street provides one through lane in each direction. A center left-turn lane is provided along
portions of Moorpark Street. One parking lane and one bicycle lane are provided in each
direction. Moorpark Street is part of the BEN in the Mobility Plan 2035, and the proposed Tier 2
Bicycle Lane has been constructed.

Valley Spring Lane is designated as a Local Street and is located adjacent to the Project Site to
the north. Valley Spring Lane provides one lane in each direction with parking allowed on both
sides and no parking allowed on the south side between 10 PM and 6 AM.
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North — South Streets

* Coldwater Canyon Avenue is designated as Avenue Il and is located west of the Project Site.
Coldwater Canyon Avenue provides two lanes in each direction with parking permitted on both
sides of the street, except in the segment between Ventura Boulevard and 100 feet south of
Woodbridge Street. The portion of Coldwater Canyon Avenue south of Woodbridge Street is
included in the Pedestrian Enhanced Networks in the Mobility Plan 2035. Coldwater Canyon
Avenue provides access to the existing Harvard-Westlake Upper School Campus (Upper School
Campus).

* Whitsett Avenue is designated as Avenue Il and is located adjacent to the Project Site to the
east. In the southbound direction, Whitsett Avenue provides two lanes and one parking lane. In
the northbound direction, Whitsett Avenue provides one lane between Ventura Boulevard and
Woodbridge Street and two lanes between Woodbridge Street and Moorpark Street. Parking is
provided in the northbound direction, though it is restricted during peak periods between
Ventura Boulevard and Woodbridge Street so that an additional travel lane may be provided,
increasing the number of travel lanes from one to two.

* Laurel Canyon Boulevard is designated as Avenue | and is located east of the study area. Laurel
Canyon Boulevard provides two lanes in each direction with parking permitted on both sides of
the street. Laurel Canyon Boulevard is included in the BEN (proposed Tier 2 Bicycle Lane). The
portion between Ventura Place and Ventura Boulevard is included in the HIN. The portion south
of the Valley Spring Lane is part of the PED in the Mobility Plan 2035.

Transit Lines®

The Project Site is not located within a Transit Priority Area or Transit Oriented Communities (TOC) area;
however, it is served by several local and regional bus lines. The Project Site is located approximately 2.5
miles from the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transit Authority (Metro) B (Red) Line Universal City
Station and approximately 2.3 miles from the North Hollywood Station, which also serves the Metro G
(Orange) Line. The Project Site is immediately adjacent to the Metro 167 Local Line and LADOT Downtown
Area Short Hop (DASH) Line Van Nuys/Studio City on Whitsett Avenue. Ventura Boulevard is served by
Metro Local Routes 167, 150 and 240, and Metro Rapid Route 750. See Figure 3 for a map of the
surrounding public transit lines. Table 2 below provides a description of the public transit routes
operating on the streets within the study area.

Figure 3 shows the various local bus routes, rapid bus routes, and bus rapid transit (BRT) lines providing
service in the vicinity of the study area. The Project is located southwest of the Metro North Hollywood
Station, which is served by the Metro B (Red) and G (Orange) Lines. Three local Metro (Route 150, 167,
and 240), one Metro Rapid (Route 750), and one DASH line (Van Nuys/Studio City) serve the area.

> This section describes transit services based on pre-COVID-19 conditions. Metro and LADOT have been making
service changes as part of their ongoing and evolving response to COVID-19.
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TABLE 2
HARVARD-WESTLAKE RIVER PARK PROJECT
EXISTING TRANSIT SERVICE

Weekday Headways

Transit Route Operator Service Type Service From Via
AM PM
167 Metro Local Studio City to Chatsworth Whitsett Avenue 40-50 mins. 40-50 mins.
150 Metro Local Studio City to Canoga Park Ventura Boulevard 20-45 mins. 20-45 mins.
240 Metro Local Studio City to Northridge Ventura Boulevard 20-30 mins. 20-30 mins.
750 Metro Rapid Studio City to Canoga Park Ventura Boulevard 20 mins. 20 mins.
Van. Nuys/Studio City . LADOT Shuttle Studio City to Van Nuys Whitsett Avenue 30 mins. 30 mins.
Clockwise/Counterclockwise
Orange Line Metro BRT North Hollywood to Chatsworth Chandler Boulevard 5 mins. 5 mins.
Red Line Metro Heavy Rail North Hollywood to Union Station Lankershim Boulevard 10 mins. 10 mins.

This table describes transit services based on pre-COVID-19 conditions. Metro and LADOT have been making service changes as part of their ongoing and evolving response to COVID-19.




The transit lines in the vicinity of the Project Site include:

=5

Metro Line 167 — Line 167 provides local service between Studio City and the Chatsworth
neighborhood in Los Angeles. This line runs east of the Project Site along Whitsett Avenue with
two stops near the Project Site. Line 167 has average headways of 40-50 minutes during the
weekday AM and PM peak periods. Line 167 has two stops in the southbound direction near the
Project Site. The northern stop is located at the intersection of Whitsett Avenue & Valley Spring
Lane, directly across the street from the Project. The southern stop is at located the intersection of
Ventura Boulevard & Whitsett Avenue, which includes a bus bench.

Metro Line 150 — Line 150 provides local service between Studio City and the Canoga Park
neighborhood in Los Angeles. This line runs south of the Project Site along Ventura Boulevard.
Line 150 has average headways of 20-45 minutes during the weekday AM and PM peak periods.
In the westbound direction, the closest stop to the Project Site — the Ventura/Whitsett stop -
includes a bus shelter, a bus bench and two trash bins. In the eastbound direction, the
Ventura/Whitsett stop includes a bus shelter, a bus bench, and a trash bin.

Metro Line 240 - Line 240 provides local service between Studio City and the Northridge
neighborhood in Los Angeles, and it shares the same route as Line 150 between Ventura
Boulevard/ Reseda Boulevard and Universal City/ Studio City Station. This line runs south of the
Project Site along Ventura Boulevard. Line 240 has average headways of 20-30 minutes during the
weekday AM and PM peak periods. Line 240 shares the same bus stops with Metro Line 150 in the
Project vicinity.

Metro Rapid 750 — Metro Rapid 750 provides express service through Studio City to the Canoga
Park neighborhood in Los Angeles. The line runs south of the Project Site along Ventura
Boulevard. Line 750 has average headways of 20 minutes during peak periods. It has one bus stop
in each direction at the intersection of Ventura Boulevard & Coldwater Canyon Avenue. The
eastbound stop includes two bus benches and two trash bins. The westbound stop includes a bus
bench and two trash bins.

LADOT DASH Van Nuys/Studio City — The Van Nuys/Studio City DASH provides circulator service
in neighborhoods of Van Nuys, Sherman Oaks, and Studio City in Los Angeles. There are several
stops near the Project Site on Whitsett Avenue. The Van Nuys/Studio City DASH has headways of
30 minutes during the weekday AM and PM peak periods. The northbound DASH has two stops.
The northern stop at the intersection of Whitsett Avenue & Valley Spring Lane does not include
any bus bench or shelter. The southern stop at the intersection of Whitsett Avenue & Valleyheart
Drive includes a bus bench and a trash bin. The southbound DASH includes an existing bus stop
at the intersection of Whitsett Avenue & Valley Spring Lane, which does not include bus benches
or bus shelter.
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Existing Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities

The Project’s southern frontages are across the river from the existing Los Angeles River Bicycle Path,
which is part of the BEN identified in the City's Mobility Plan 2035. The Project frontages are not along
streets that are part of the PED.

Bicycle Facilities

Figure 4 shows the existing and planned citywide designated bicycle facilities in the Project area. The
existing bicycle path segments along the Los Angeles River from Laurel Canyon Boulevard to Whitsett
Avenue and from Whitsett Avenue to Coldwater Canyon Avenue were completed and opened to the
public in 2004 and 2019, respectively. The segment of Moorpark Street between Coldwater Canyon
Avenue and Whitsett Avenue includes an existing bicycle lane in each direction.

Pedestrian Facilities

Sidewalks are present along the Whitsett Avenue frontage of the Project Site. Sidewalks are not present
along the east side of Bellaire Avenue and the south side of Valley Spring Lane adjacent to the Project
Site. The Zev Greenway, which is a segment of the Los Angeles River Trail, is located along the south side
of the Project Site.

High-Injury Network

The City of Los Angeles’ HIN spotlights streets with a high concentration of traffic collisions that result in
severe injuries and deaths, with an emphasis on those involving people walking and bicycling. The Project
frontages are not along streets that are part of the HIN.
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2.2 Cumulative Conditions

The Project Site is within a residential area in the Sherman Oaks-Studio City-Toluca Lake-Cahuenga Pass
Community Plan (Community Plan) area and the Los Angeles River Improvement Overlay District. The area
surrounding the Project Site is developed primarily with low-intensity residential with some commercial
development to the south along Ventura Boulevard. In the Mobility Plan 2035, there are no major planned
transportation improvements in the study area, except for the proposed bicycle path segment west of
Coldwater Canyon Avenue along the Los Angeles River (see Figure 4) per the BEN.

Planned Bicycle Facilities

The Mobility Plan 2035 identifies corridors proposed to receive improved bicycle, pedestrian, and vehicle
infrastructure improvements. Bicycle Paths are bicycle facilities outside of the roadway, such as the Los
Angeles River bicycle path. Tier 1 Protected Bicycle Lanes are bicycle facilities that are separated from
vehicular traffic. Tier 2 and Tier 3 Bicycle Lanes are facilities on roadways with striped separation. Tier 2
Bicycle Lanes are those which are more likely to be built by 2035. Figure 4 shows the following planned
bicycle improvements (along with existing bike facilities) in the study area per the Mobility Plan 2035:

* Planned bicycle paths in the study area include the Los Angeles River bicycle path segments west
of Coldwater Canyon Avenue. The bicycle path segments east of Coldwater Canyon Avenue have
been completed and opened to the public.

* There are no planned Tier 1 facilities in the study area.

¢ ATier 2 facility is planned on Laurel Canyon Boulevard in the study area.

* ATier 3 facility is planned on Ventura Boulevard in the study area.
Related Projects

Figure 5 is an area map showing the location of the Project and related land use development projects
under the cumulative conditions. Based on information provided by LADOT on October 27, 2020 and
other sources, there are five mixed-use projects, including health club, restaurant, retail, and residential
land uses, in a radius of half mile of the Project Site and a quarter mile beyond the outermost study
intersections. All of these projects are located on Ventura Boulevard. Table 3 shows the list of related
projects and their corresponding land uses.
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TABLE 3

RELATED PROJECTS

Trip Generation
No. Project Location Land Use Size AM PM
Daily IN ouT TOTAL IN ouT TOTAL
12833 Ventura Boulevard Addition of health club and
1 o 91.466 ksf 2,001 50 54 104 68 68 136
(Sportsman's Lodge) restaurants to existing hotel
Retail 10.747 ksf
2 12548 Ventura Bouevard Apartments 62 du 1,000 23 41 64 46 34 80
Other 1.925 ksf
3 12582 Ventura Boulevard Mixed Use 15.700 ksf 997 36 28 64 38 32 70
4 12544 Ventura Boulevard Mixed Use 12.782 ksf 570 20 14 34 20 20 40
12833 Ventura Boulevard Apartments 504 du
5 , 5,563 201 251 452 292 181 473
(Sportsman’s Lodge) Restaurant 30.000 ksf
Total 10,131 330 388 718 464 335 799
Notes:

ksf = one thousand square feet
du = dwelling units

Related projects list is based on information provided by LADOT on October 27, 2020 and other sources.
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3. CEQA Transportation Assessment

3.1 Plans, Programs, Ordinances and Policies Review

The purpose of this section is to determine whether the Project conflicts with a transportation-related City
plan, program, ordinance, or policy that was adopted to protect the environment. A project would not be
shown to result in an impact merely based on whether a project would not implement an adopted plan,
program, ordinance, or policy. Rather, it is the intention of this threshold test to ensure that proposed
development does not conflict with nor preclude the City from implementing adopted plans, programs,
ordinances, or policies.® Furthermore, under CEQA, a project is considered consistent with an applicable
plan if it is consistent with the overall intent of the plan and would not preclude the attainment of its
primary goals. A project does not need to be in perfect conformity with each and every policy. Finally, any
inconsistency with an applicable policy, plan, or regulation is only a significant impact under CEQA if the
policy, plan, or regulation were adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect
and if the inconsistency itself would result in a direct physical impact on the environment.

This evaluation was conducted by reviewing City documents such as the Los Angeles Mobility Plan 2035,
Sherman Oaks-Studio City-Toluca Lake-Cahuenga Pass Community Plan, Vision Zero Los Angeles, the
LADOT Manual of Policies and Procedures (MPP), Citywide Design Guidelines, Los Angeles River Design
Guidelines, and municipal code sections.

* City of Los Angeles Mobility Plan 20357 is the City’s document to guide the operations and
design of streets and other public rights of way. It lays out a vision for designing safer, more
vibrant streets, that are accessible to people — no matter how they travel. The Project’s proposed
land use and operations design features were reviewed and compared to existing and future
conditions resulting from the Project, including site access, high injury network identification,
pedestrian, bicycle and transit accessibility and loading. The Project is consistent with the
reviewed policies of the Mobility Plan 2035. See Appendix C, adapted from Table 2.1-2 of the
TAG, for a detailed review of consistency with relevant policies in Mobility Plan 2035.

e Sherman Oaks-Studio City-Toluca Lake-Cahuenga Pass Community Plan® is one of 35
Community Plans in the City of Los Angeles that establishes the policies and programs that
inform the framework for local land use, circulation, and service systems within the selected
community plan area. The Sherman Oaks-Studio City-Toluca Lake-Cahuenga Pass Community
Plan (Community Plan) highlights the Studio City Golf Course (also known as Weddington Golf &
Tennis, a component of the Project Site) as a Major Development Opportunity Site, with the

6 City of Los Angeles Department of Transportation, Transportation Assessment Guidelines, July 2020, page 2-2.

7 City of Los Angeles, Mobility Plan 2035, An Element of the General Plan, adopted September 7, 2016.

8 The Sherman Oaks-Studio City-Toluca Lake-Cahuenga Pass Community Plan was adopted in 1998 and amended in
2016 as part of the Mobility Plan 2035 Update. While an updated Community Plan is currently under development,
the plan from 2016 is currently in effect and forms the basis for this review of conflicts relating to the transportation
system.
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desire of developing on the site with a use that is compatible with the surrounding area, as a key
access site for the future development for the Los Angeles River, and with design features that
encourage waterfront access to the Los Angeles River. The Project’s land use and site plan design
coincide with the Community Plan’s intent to redevelop the site and improve connection to the
Los Angeles River. The Project is consistent with the transportation components of the
Community Plan. See Appendix C for a detailed review of consistency with relevant policies in the
Community Plan.

* Vision Zero Los Angeles® is a plan that strives to eliminate traffic-related deaths in Los Angeles
by 2025 through multiple strategies, such as modifying streets to better serve vulnerable road
users. The Project is not located along any Vision Zero HIN priority corridors. See Appendix C for
further determination support.

* LADOT Manual of Policies and Procedures'® contains the design standards to ensure the safe
and efficient use of City streets. MPP 321 provides the basic criteria for review of driveway
designs.

* The Citywide Design Guidelines'! includes sections relevant to development projects where
improvements are proposed within the public realm. Specifically, Guidelines one through three
provide building design strategies that support the pedestrian experience. The Guidelines provide
best practices in designing that apply in three spatial categories of site planning, building design
and public right of way. The Guidelines should be followed to ensure that the project design
supports pedestrian safety, access, and comfort as they access to and from the building and the
immediate public right of way. See Appendix C for more information.

* The Los Angeles River Design Guidelines'? highlights best practices for designing development
projects to increase awareness of, and access to the Los Angeles River and provides direction for
proceeding with the design of a project located within the River Improvement Overlay (RIO)
District.

The Project features, location, and design generally support multimodal transportation options and would
be consistent with policies, plans, and programs that support alternative transportation, including the
Mobility Plan 2035 and the Sherman Oaks-Studio City-Toluca Lake-Cahuenga Pass Community Plan. The
Project features are intended to minimize impacts to the public right-of-way and enhance the user
experience by integrating multimodal transportation options. The Project would encourage bicycle use to
and from the Project Site by providing long-term and short-term bicycle parking in proximity to the
existing bicycle path along the Los Angeles River. Although the Project frontages are not along any streets
part of the PED, the Project would encourage pedestrian activity by providing a three-quarter mile long
internal pedestrian path that would be open to the public to circumnavigate the perimeter of the Project
Site. The pedestrian path would run parallel to Bellaire Avenue and Valley Spring Lane, with three accesses
on Valley Spring Lane effectively serving as the pedestrian circulation along these streets where there is

° Viision Zero Los Angeles 2015-2025 Action Plan, Effective January 2017,

10" City of Los Angeles Department of Transportation, Manual of Policies and Procedures Section 321, February 2003.
" City of Los Angeles Department of City Planning, Citywide Design Guidelines, October 24, 2019.

12 City of Los Angeles Department of City Planning, Los Angeles River Design Guidelines, 2015.
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currently no sidewalk adjacent to the Project Site. The Project also proposes new pedestrian access
between the Project Site and the Zev Greenway, which is a segment of the Los Angeles River Trail located
along the south edge of the Project Site, as well as between the Zev Greenway and Coldwater Canyon
Avenue. In addition, the Project would support multi-modal travel by providing shuttle buses to transfer
students, employees, and visitors between the Upper School Campus and the Project Site and separating
the vehicular driveways from the entry of pedestrian/bicyclists/public transit riders to the Project. The
Project will provide passenger loading zones inside the Project Site accessed via the south driveway on
Valleyheart Drive. The Project design and features would not substantially increase hazards, conflicts, or
preclude City action to fulfill or implement projects associated with these networks and will contribute to
overall walkability through enhancements to the Project Site and streetscape.

Five related projects were identified in Chapter 2. None of them would share any adjacent street frontages
with the Project Site as they are all located along Ventura Boulevard. The Project would provide
infrastructure improvements on-site and off-site that would enhance mobility for pedestrians and
bicyclists in the future. Accordingly, no significant cumulative impacts are anticipated to which both the
Project and the related projects would contribute in regard to City transportation policies or standards
adopted to protect the environment and support multimodal transportation options.

Appendix C provides additional detail regarding the Project’s plans, programs, ordinances, and policies
conflict review conducted per the City’s TAG.
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3.2 Vehicle Miles Traveled Analysis

In accordance with LADOT TAG and CEQA guidance, proposed land use projects need to assess whether
they cause a substantial vehicle miles traveled impact. The following section summarizes an assessment of
VMT generated by the Project.

Impact Criteria

The City's VMT impact criteria for development projects are specified in the TAG. The VMT impact criteria
depend on a project’s land use.

The Project would be classified under two different uses.

First, the Project would be classified as an educational facility since it will be owned and operated by
Harvard-Westlake School, and will be utilized by their students, employees, and associated programs in
conjunction with their operation as a private high school. Per Section 2.2.4 of the July 2020 LADOT TAG, in
order to provide a conservative analysis, the TA will assume that the Project will attract people from a
broader area and not just from the immediate vicinity.

Second, the community use component of the Project would be classified as a community-serving
recreational facility. Per LADOT, community-serving recreational facilities are exempt from VMT analysis.

Since the community use component (publicly accessible park and recreational areas) of the Project is
exempt from VMT analysis, the VMT analysis focuses on the Harvard-Westlake athletic activities use, as an
educational facility. Per Section 2.2.4 of the TAG, the Project would result in a significant VMT impact if the
Project is expected to result in a net increase in daily VMT.

Therefore, the Project would be assessed on whether the school-related activities associated with the
Project would result in a net increase in daily VMT.

Impact Analysis

The total net daily VMT for all trips to and from the Project Site on an average day was estimated to
assess the VMT impact of the Project. The Project’s total daily VMT was calculated by multiplying the
estimated average number of daily trips by an average trip length for each group of users of the site. For
this Project, there are different populations that will make trips to and from the Project Site, including
Harvard-Westlake students, visiting teams, spectators, and employees. In addition, trips generated by
potential Harvard-Westlake Special Events (which are defined as events that are not related to regular
academic activities or athletic programs, practices, or competitions that are expected to draw more than
100 attendees, including conferences, admission events and sports team banquets) at the Project Site
were averaged across the academic year. Finally, the net total VMT takes credit for existing VMT
associated with the existing Weddington Golf & Tennis, as the VMT for these trips will be eliminated with
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the Project.’ As indicated earlier, the VMT associated with the community use of the Project is not
included in the analysis, as it is exempt per LADOT.

The description and the methodology for estimating the average trip lengths for each population is
described below. Further information regarding the methodology used to estimate daily trip generation
for each of the populations, and the resultant estimated daily trips, is provided in Chapter 4.2.

Harvard-Westlake (HW) Shuttles consists of the Harvard-Westlake students taking the shuttle between
the Upper School and the Project Site. The average trip length (1.5 miles) was estimated as the driving
distance between the Upper School Campus and the Project Site.

HW Private Vehicles consists of the Harvard-Westlake students driving their private vehicles from the
Upper School Campus to the Project Site. The average inbound trip length was estimated to be 1.5 miles,
as the driving distance between the Upper School and the Project Site. The outbound trips (students
driving home after an activity at the Project Site) are not estimated to generate a net increase in VMT as
there was no difference found between the average trip length to the Upper School Campus from which
the students would be driving home without the Project (12.9 miles) and the average trip length to the
Project Site from which the students would be driving home with the Project (12.9 miles). These distances
were estimated using a weighted average trip length based on a trip distribution by zip code to the Upper
School Campus and the trip length from each zip code to the Project Site. The trip distribution by zip code
was developed using zip code data provided by Harvard-Westlake School of the number of Harvard-
Westlake student households in each zip code. A map showing the trip distribution by zip code can be
found in Appendix A.

HW Other consists of the remaining visitors to the Project Site related to Harvard-Westlake athletic
activities, including Harvard-Westlake coaches, visiting team athletes and coaches, and spectators. The
average trip length was estimated as the average trip length to the Project Site (12.9 miles) similar to that
for the Harvard-Westlake student population.

Employees consist of staff at the Project Site holding roles in security, custodial, landscaping, kitchen,
team store, staff, and athletics administration. Based on information from Harvard-Westlake, it is
estimated that 49 employees will commute to and from the Project Site on a typical day. The average trip
length (13.3 miles) was estimated as a weighted average trip length based on a trip distribution by zip
code and the trip length from each zip code to the Project Site. The trip distribution by zip code was
developed using zip code data provided by Harvard-Westlake of the subset of the existing employees
that could work at the Project Site.

HW Special Events consists of the attendees at Harvard-Westlake Special Events that may occur on the
Project Site. The average trip length was estimated as the average trip length to the Project Site (12.9
miles), similar to that for the Harvard-Westlake student population. Conservatively, up to 27 events of up

3 Some existing components of Weddington Golf & Tennis, such as the café and putting green, will remain as part of
the Project. However, the trip generation associated with these components is included in the overall Project trip
generation. As such, the full existing use credit is taken for Weddington Golf & Tennis.
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to 500 attendees and three events of up to 2,000 attendees are anticipated per year, of which 15 would be
on weekdays and 15 on weekend days. Given the infrequency of the events, the annual event attendance
was averaged across academic year weekdays to estimate the daily average weekday attendance.

Weddington Golf & Tennis consists of the patrons of the existing golf and tennis facility. The average
trip length (5.9 miles) was estimated as a weighted average trip length based on a trip distribution by zip
code and the trip length from each zip code to the Project Site. The trip distribution by zip code was
developed using zip code data provided by Weddington Golf & Tennis of the number of tennis players in
each zip code based on a survey conducted over the course of a week in September 2019.

As shown in Table 4, the Project is projected to generate an estimated net decrease of 2,098 daily VMT.
Additional information regarding the trip generation assumptions can be found in Section 4.3.

Table 4: Net Total Daily VMT Estimate

A Daily Tri
ekl Bl Average One-Way Trip

Length (miles) LA L

Population Group Generation

Project

HW Shuttles 58 1.5 87

HW Private Vehicles' 43 (inbound) 1.5 (inbound) 65

HW Other 132 12.9 1,703

Employees 98 133 1,303

HW Special Events 602 12.9 774
Total Daily VMT 3,932

Existing Use Credit
Weddington Golf &

Tennis -1,022 59 -6,030
Existing VMT Credit -6,030
Net Total Daily VMT
Net Total Daily VMT -2,098

Note: Additional information regarding the methodology used to estimate trip generation for each of the populations, and the
resultant estimated trips, is provided in Chapter 4.2.

" Only the inbound trips are included in the VMT estimate for the HW private vehicles because the outbound trip lengths were found
to be the same as the existing outbound trip length for student vehicles leaving the Upper School to return home

2 Annual Special Event trips averaged across academic year weekdays.
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Summary

The analysis conducted demonstrates that the Project would result in less than significant impacts on VMT
since the Project would result in a decrease in VMT for the Project Site. Similarly, the Project would result
in less than significant impacts on VMT in cumulative conditions, and further analysis is not necessary.

25
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3.3 Geometric Design Feature Review

This section discusses impacts regarding the potential for an increase of hazards due to a geometric
design feature that generally relates to the design of access points to and from the Project Site and may
include safety, operational, or capacity impacts.

Pedestrian access to the pathway that circumnavigates the Project Site would be provided via three entry
gates along Valley Spring Lane. The primary pedestrian entry to the Project Site's interior and its athletic
amenities would be accessed via the sidewalk along the east side of the Project Site on Whitsett Avenue.
The pedestrian entry gates to be located along Valley Spring Lane currently do not have sidewalks along
the Project frontage. The Project’s three-quarter mile long pedestrian path would run parallel to Valley
Spring Lane and Bellaire Avenue, and will effectively serve as the pedestrian circulation along streets
where there is currently no sidewalk. This pedestrian path would also create a new connection to the Zev
Greenway.

Students, visitors, and employees arriving to the Project Site by bicycle would have the same access
opportunities as pedestrians and would be able to utilize on-site bicycle parking facilities. The Project'’s
access locations would be designed to City standards and would provide adequate sight distance,
sidewalks, crosswalks, and pedestrian movement controls that meet the City's requirements to protect
pedestrian safety. All roadways and driveways will intersect at right angles. Street trees and other potential
impediments to adequate driver and pedestrian visibility would be minimal. Pedestrian entrances
separated from vehicular driveways would provide access from the adjacent streets and transit stops.

There are two driveways proposed as part of the Project, one of which (north driveway) would be on
Whitsett Avenue, an arterial facility, several hundred feet south of Valley Spring Lane. The other driveway
(south driveway) would be an extension of Valleyheart Drive, which intersects with Whitsett Avenue just
south of the LAFD Station 78. Access to the subterranean parking structure would be provided via both
the north and south driveways. The south driveway would also lead to a turnaround area for passenger
loading and serve as access to the surface parking area. The south driveway will only allow entry into the
subterranean garage, and all exits from the garage will be via the north driveway. The north parking
structure driveway would be flat for at least 25 feet within the Project Site before it intersects with the
Whitsett Avenue sidewalk, per the site plan. To reduce conflicts and enhance safety, a triangular median
island will be provided on the north driveway configured to restrict turns into and out of the driveway to
right-turns only. No new driveways would be installed along Valley Spring Lane or Bellaire Avenue, and
the existing service driveway on Valley Spring Lane would be removed, thus eliminating an existing
potential conflict location.

The driveways would be wider than the recommended widths in the LADOT Manual of Policies and
Procedures, but the number of driveways would be reduced from four existing driveways to two Project
driveways, which would reduce potential driveway conflicts between vehicles and pedestrians. The
driveways would not require the removal or relocation of existing passenger transit stops and would be
designed and configured to avoid or minimize potential conflicts with transit services and pedestrian
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traffic. Pedestrians and bicycles would have separate entrances to the Project Site from vehicular
driveways. The Project driveways will not be located along a street that is part of the designated HIN. As a
result, the Project would not substantially increase hazards, conflicts, and would contribute to overall
walkability and bike-ability through enhancements to the Project Site. Appendix D contains more
detailed responses to the TAG evaluation questions that support this conclusion.

27
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3.4 Freeway Safety Analysis

In May 2020, LADOT provided interim guidance on freeway safety analysis for land use proposals that are
required to prepare a TA'. The freeway safety analysis evaluates a proposed project’s effects to cause or
lengthen a forecasted off-ramp queue onto the freeway mainline and create speed differentials between
vehicles exiting the freeway off-ramps and vehicles operating on the freeway mainline that could
constitute a potential safety impact under CEQA.

The interim guidance on freeway safety analysis requires analysis of freeway off-ramps where a proposed
project adds 25 or more trips in either the morning or afternoon peak hour to be studied for potential
queuing impacts. If the proposed project is not projected to add 25 or more peak hour trips at any
freeway off-ramps, then a freeway ramp analysis is not required. The Project is projected to add 25 or
more trips to the following freeway off-ramp:

* US-101 Southbound Off-ramp & Coldwater Canyon Avenue (3-4 PM peak hour)
Methodology

If a freeway ramp analysis is required, the interim guidance provides the following steps to determine if
the proposed project may constitute a potential safety impact under CEQA.

e For the identified freeway off-ramps, prepare a queuing study for the “Future with Project”
conditions for the proposed project build-out year. Evaluate the adequacy of the existing and
future storage lengths with the 95" percentile queue and 100% of the storage length on each
lane of the ramp from the stop line to the gore point. When an auxiliary lane is present, add 50%
of the length of the auxiliary lane to the ramp storage area.

o |f the proposed project traffic is expected to cause or add to a queue extending onto the freeway
mainline by less than two car lengths, the proposed project would cause a less-than-significant
safety impact. If the queue is already extending or projected to extend onto the freeway mainline,
and the addition of traffic generated by the proposed project would increase the overflow onto
the mainline lanes by less than two car lengths, the project would cause a less-than-significant
safety impact

e If a proposed project adds two or more car lengths to the ramp backup that extends to the
freeway mainline, then the location must be tested for safety issues which include a test for speed
differential between the off-ramp queue and the mainline of the freeway during the particular
peak hour. If the speed differential between the mainline lane speeds and the ramp traffic is
below 30 mph, the project would be considered to cause a less-than-significant safety impact. If
the speed differential is 30 mph or more, then there is a potential safety issue. The Caltrans
Performance Measurement System (PeMS) data should be used to identify freeway operating
speed(s) during the peak hour being analyzed. If reliable PeMS data are not available at the

4 Los Angeles Department of Transportation, LADOT Transportation Assessments — Interim Guidance for Freeway
Safety Analysis (May 2020).
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subject location, other sources of speed data including location-based services data from
available sources could be used.

e If the speed differential is 30 mph or more, which may result in a potential safety issue, the
guidance suggests a proposed project should consider the following preferred corrective
measures to offset a potential safety issue:

o Transportation demand management program(s) to reduce the project’s trip generation,

o Investments to active transportation infrastructure, or transit system amenities (or
expansion) to reduce the project’s trip generation, and/or

o Potential operational change(s) to the ramp terminal operations including, but not limited
to, lane reassignment, traffic signalization, signal phasing or timing modifications, etc.
This option requires coordination with Caltrans and LADOT to assess feasibility and for
approval of the proposed measure(s).

A physical change to the ramp itself (addition of auxiliary lane, ramp widening, etc.) may be considered.
However, this change would have to demonstrate substantial safety benefits, not be a VMT-inducing
improvement, and not result in other environmental issues. If the cost of the physical change to the ramp
is substantial, then a fair-share contribution to the improvement may be required if necessary
requirements are met, including, but not limited to, Caltrans defining the improvement cost, and opening
a Project File/Project Account to accept a financial contribution for the improvement.

Analysis

As noted, the Project is projected to add 25 or more trips to the US-101 Southbound Off-ramp to
Coldwater Canyon Avenue during the 3-4 PM peak hour. A queuing study for the “Future with Project”
conditions was conducted for the Project buildout year (2025) using trip generation and future traffic
volumes detailed in Chapter 4. Per the guidance, the adequacy of the existing and future storage lengths
was evaluated with the 95™ percentile queue where 100% of the storage length on each lane of the ramp
from the stop line to the gore point was used. Table 5 shows the queue lengths and analysis results for
the freeway off-ramp in the Future Base and Future plus Project scenarios.

Project traffic volumes and future background traffic volumes at the one analyzed off-ramp were
estimated using the methodologies described in Chapter 4 of this report.

US-101 Southbound Off-ramp & Coldwater Canyon Avenue

Analysis of the US-101 Southbound off-ramp to Coldwater Canyon Avenue was conducted using the
Synchro software and HCM 2016.

The queue length on the US-101 Southbound offramp to Coldwater Canyon Avenue is not projected to
exceed ramp capacity in the Future Base or Future plus Project scenarios during the 3-4 PM peak hour.
Although the Project is projected to add one car length (assuming an average queue storage length of 25
feet per car) to the queue in the 3-4 PM peak hour, the addition is not projected to exceed the ramp
storage in the 3-4 PM peak hour. Therefore, the Project is not projected to have a significant safety impact
for the US-101 Southbound off-ramp to Coldwater Canyon Avenue and no further analysis is required for
this off-ramp.
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TABLE 5

HARVARD-WESTLAKE RIVER PARK PROJECT
FREEWAY OFF-RAMP QUEUEING ANALYSIS

FUTURE BASE (2025) AND PLUS PROJECT SCENARIOS

Future Base Conditions

Future plus Project Conditions

RMax Ramp Capacity by Movement at Off-| Ramp 3.4 PM 95th 3.4 PM 95th Potential
. . - t - t
Ramp Cross Street amp Ramp Terminus Intersection Terminus . Queue . Queue Length Safety
Length Percentile Queue | Exceeds | Percentile Queue | Increase (car
(1) Control ) | he) b Issue? [c]
Lane Movement Length [a] Queue (ft) | Max (ft) Storage? Queue (ft) | Max (ft) engths) [b]
Left 270 177 177
US-10138 | Coldwater 800 | 3 |Lefy/Through/Right| 800 Signal 75 177 N 83 177 1 N
igna o o
Off-Ramp | Canyon Avenue € roughviig g
Right 270 58 78

[a] Ramp lengths determined based on scaled distances from on-line aerial photographs. Per LADOT guidance, max length is measured from the terminal intersection to the gore

point.

[b] Assumes an average storage length per car of 25 feet.

[c] If a proposed project adds two or more car lengths to a ramp queue that extends to the freway maineline, then the location must be tested for safety issues.




4. Non-CEQA Transportation
Assessment

The purpose of the non-CEQA transportation assessment required in LADOT's TAG is to promote orderly
development, evaluate and address transportation-system deficiencies, and promote public safety and the
general welfare by ensuring that development projects are properly related to their sites, surrounding
properties, and traffic circulation.

4.1 Pedestrian, Bicycle, and Transit Access

The pedestrian, bicycle, and transit facilities assessment is intended to determine a project’s potential
effects on pedestrian, bicycle, and transit facilities in the vicinity of the proposed project based on an
evaluation of physical or demand-based considerations that would affect the experience of people
utilizing the multimodal transportation network.

The pedestrian, bicycle, and transit facilities surrounding the Project site were assessed to determine
potential Project effects on pedestrian, bicycle, and transit facilities in the vicinity of the Project. Figure 6
provides a map of pedestrian destinations and an inventory of the pedestrian facilities (i.e., crosswalks and
curb ramps) within 1,320 feet of the edge of the Project Site. The Project Site itself will serve as an athletic
facility for Harvard-Westlake School and a community park attracting people from the nearby community.
Pedestrian destinations for Harvard-Westlake students and nearby residents includes commercial facilities,
restaurants, and places of worship along Ventura Boulevard, Whitsett Avenue, and Moorpark Street. Off-
site from the Project Site, the Project would also repave the segment of Valleyheart Drive south of LAFD
Station 78, improve portions of the Zev Greenway adjacent to the Project Site, and install ADA accessible
pedestrian ramps connecting the Project Site to the Zev Greenway and connecting the Zev Greenway to
Coldwater Canyon Avenue.

As shown in Figure 6, curb ramps, tactile warnings, and/or marked crosswalks are not provided at many
of the nearby intersections. Some crosswalk legs at signalized intersections do not have push buttons, but
this is appropriate as these intersections are pretimed to provide walk phases for every signal cycle. Table
6 also identifies locations with missing sidewalks, pedestrian push buttons, other pedestrian amenities
such as street trees, bus benches, or lighting, and typical sidewalk width ranges.

The following checklist from the TAG was reviewed to evaluate whether direct or indirect Project effects
would lead to removal, modification, or degradation of pedestrian, bicycle, or transit facilities:

* Removal or degradation of existing sidewalks, crosswalks, pedestrian refuge islands, and/or curb
extensions/bulbouts

°  No, the Project would not remove or degrade existing pedestrian facilities in the pedestrian
environment because the Project would retain the existing sidewalk widths adjacent to the
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Project Site on Whitsett Avenue. Sidewalks are not present on the east side of Bellaire Avenue
and on the south side of Valley Spring Lane adjacent to the Project Site. The Project would
construct a three-quarter mile long internal pedestrian path that would run parallel to Bellaire
Avenue and Valley Spring Lane, thus improving the pedestrian infrastructure along the
perimeter of the Project Site. The Project would improve pedestrian connection to the Zev
Greenway by constructing a new pedestrian ramp from Coldwater Canyon Avenue, as well as
a new pedestrian path from the Project Site.

Removal or degradation of existing bikeways and/or supporting facilities (e.g., bikeshare stations,
on-street bike racks/parking, bike corrals, etc.)

°  No, the Project would not remove or degrade the existing bikeways and/or supporting
facilities, including the existing bike path along the Los Angeles River. The Project will provide
72 short-term bike parking spaces and 28 long-term bike parking spaces to promote bicycle
connectivity between the Project Site, the Los Angeles River, and the surrounding
neighborhoods.

Removal or degradation of existing transit and/or local circulator facilities including stop, bench,
shelter, concrete pad, bus lane, or other amenities

°  No, the Project would not remove or degrade existing transit and/or local circulator facilities.
Removal of other existing transportation system elements supporting sustainable mobility
°  No, the Project does not propose to remove sustainable transportation elements.

Increase street crossing distance for pedestrians; increase in number of travel/turning lanes;
increase in turning radius or turning speeds

°  No, the Project does not propose any changes to the public right-of-way that would increase
street crossing distance for pedestrians, increase the number of travel lanes, or increase
turning speeds.

Removal, degradation, or narrowing of an existing sidewalk, path, crossing, or pedestrian access
way

°  No, the Project does not propose to remove, degrade, or narrow sidewalks or limit pedestrian
access paths. The Project would retain the existing sidewalk width adjacent to the Project Site
on Whitsett Avenue. Sidewalks are not present on the east side of Bellaire Avenue and on the
south side of Valley Spring Lane adjacent to the Project Site. The Project would construct a
three-quarter mile long internal pedestrian path that would run parallel to Bellaire Avenue
and Valley Spring Lane, thus improving the pedestrian infrastructure along the perimeter of
the Project Site. The Project would improve pedestrian connection to the Zev Greenway by
constructing a new pedestrian ramp from Coldwater Canyon Avenue, as well as a new
pedestrian path from the Project Site.
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Removal or narrowing of existing sidewalk-street buffering elements (e.g., curb extension,
parkway, planting strip, street trees, etc.)

°  No, the Project does not propose the removal or narrowing of existing sidewalk-street
buffering elements. The Project would retain the existing parkway along Whitsett Avenue.

Increase in pedestrian or vehicle volume, and thereby increase the need or attraction to cross a
street at unmarked pedestrian crossings or unsignalized or uncontrolled intersections where a
crossing is not available without significant rerouting.

° Yes, the Project would increase pedestrian and vehicle volume around the Project Site. While
most of the students, employees, and spectators arriving for the Harvard-Westlake athletic
activities would arrive via vehicle or shuttle and would enter the Project Site through the two
driveways, some may choose to walk onto the Project Site if they are walking from the
Harvard-Westlake Upper School, a nearby transit stop, or the surrounding neighborhood. In
addition, members of the community accessing the recreational facilities open to the public
may drive or walk to the Project Site. This activity would increase pedestrian activity as well as
vehicle activity. All crosswalks at the intersections surrounding the Project Site are unmarked
and uncontrolled. Given the relatively small number of pedestrians anticipated on any given
crosswalk, the crosswalks are not anticipated to meet crosswalk warrants.

Result in new pedestrian demand between project site entries/exits and major destinations or
transit stops expected to serve the development where there are missing pedestrian facilities (e.g.,
gaps in the sidewalk network) or substandard pedestrian facilities (e.g., narrow or uneven
sidewalks, no crosswalks at intersections or mid-block, no marked crossing, or push button
crossing rather than actuated, etc.).

° Yes, the Project will generate an increase in pedestrian volumes where there are missing
pedestrian facilities between the Project and nearby major destinations or transit stops, as
shown in Figure 6. There are currently no sidewalks along the north side of the Project
frontage on Valley Spring Lane. The Project is providing a parallel pedestrian path, which will
improve the pedestrian facilities in the area.

Increase transit demand at bus stops that lack marked crossings, with insufficient sidewalks, or are
in isolated, unshaded, or unlit areas.

° Yes, the Project may generate an increase in transit demand at the nearby bus stops at
Whitsett Avenue/Valley Spring Lane, Whitsett Avenue/Valleyheart Drive, and Whitsett
Avenue/Ventura Boulevard. The intersections of Whitsett Avenue & Valley Spring Lane and
Whitsett Avenue & Valleyheart Drive lack marked pedestrian crossings. However, it is
anticipated that most transit trips would be via the shuttles provided by Harvard-Westlake to
transport the students to and from the Upper School campus, and these shuttles will conduct
on-site pick-up/drop-offs at the turnaround at the end of Valleyheart Drive.
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The responses provided above reflect conditions upon Project completion. During construction there may
be temporary closures that result in temporary impacts. The Project frontages are not along streets that
are part of the High-Injury Network (HIN).
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TABLE 6
HARVARD-WESTLAKE RIVER PARK PROJECT

PEDESTRIAN AMENITIES SUMMARY

Street

Intersection

Missing Ped Button

Missing Ped Signals

Identified Amenities: Bus benches, shelters,
street trees, bike share, pedestrian lights

Whitsett Ave

Moorpark St
Woodbridge St
Valley Spring Ln
Valleyheart Dr (N)

Valleyheart Dr (S)

No

n/a (not signalized)
n/a (not signalized)
n/a (not signalized)

n/a (not signalized)

No

n/a (not signalized)
n/a (not signalized)
n/a (not signalized)

n/a (not signalized)

Street trees (adequate), pedestrian lights
(inadequate), bus benches/ shelters (adequate
in Whitsett/Moorpark SW and
Whitsett/Ventura NW), Bike Share Station
(inadequate)

Ventura Blvd EtoW No

Laurelgrove Ave EtoW No Street trees (adequate except Fariway),
pedestrian lights (adequate in Rhodes and

Rhodes Ave Yes Yes Coldwater Canyon), bus benches/ shelters

Ventura Blvd .

Fairway Ave SE to SW No (adequate in Laurelgove/Ventura NW/SW and
Coldwater Canyon/Ventura SE), Bike Share

Coldwater Canyon Ave [Eto W No

Station (inadequate)

Coldwater Canyon Ave

Valleyheart Dr (S)
Valleyheart Dr (N)
Woodbridge St
Bloomfield St

Moorpark St

n/a (not signalized)
n/a (not signalized)
n/a (not signalized)
n/a (not signalized)

All

n/a (not signalized)
n/a (not signalized)
n/a (not signalized)
n/a (not signalized)

No

Street trees (adequate), pedestrian lights
(adequate), bus benches/ shelters (adequate
in Coldwater Canyon/Moorpark NW/SE), Bike
Share Station (inadequate)

Woodbridge St

Bellaire Ave

Teesdale Ave

Beeman Ave

Babcock Ave

Wilkinson Ave

Rhodes Ave

n/a (not signalized)
n/a (not signalized)
n/a (not signalized)
n/a (not signalized)
n/a (not signalized)

n/a (not signalized)

n/a (not signalized)
n/a (not signalized)
n/a (not signalized)
n/a (not signalized)
n/a (not signalized)

n/a (not signalized)

Street trees (adequate), pedestrian lights
(inadequate), bus benches/ shelters
(inadequate), Bike Share Station (inadequate)

Valley Spring Ln

Bellaire Ave

Teesdale Ave

Beeman Ave

Babcock Ave

Wilkinson Ave

Rhodes Ave

n/a (not signalized)
n/a (not signalized)
n/a (not signalized)
n/a (not signalized)
n/a (not signalized)

n/a (not signalized)

n/a (not signalized)
n/a (not signalized)
n/a (not signalized)
n/a (not signalized)
n/a (not signalized)

n/a (not signalized)

Street trees (adequate), pedestrian lights
(inadequate), bus benches/ shelters
(inadequate), Bike Share Station (inadequate)




4.2 Project Access, Safety, and Circulation Evaluation

This section documents the peak hour intersection analysis conducted based on the screening criteria and
trip threshold for intersection analyses provided in the TAG.

Study Analysis Locations

Four signalized intersections and one unsignalized intersection were selected for analysis in consultation
with LADOT. The study locations were selected for analysis based on guidance from LADOT's TAG, which
indicates that intersections immediately adjacent to the site and in proximity to the site through which
100 or more project-generated trips would travel should be analyzed. The study intersections and street
segments are illustrated in Figure 7 and listed in Table 7A and Table 7B.

Level of Service Methodology
Intersection Level of Service — Highway Capacity Manual

Per the direction of LADOT, this analysis uses the Highway Capacity Manual, 6 Edition (HCM)
(Transportation Research Board, 2016) methodology to evaluate the operation of Project driveways and
nearby intersections. This was performed using the Synchro 10.0 software program. Synchro calculates
vehicle delay and level of service (LOS) based on procedures outlined in the HCM. This methodology was
used to determine the intersection delay in seconds and corresponding level of service (LOS) at the
signalized and unsignalized intersections. The calculation of delay represents the amount of delay
experienced by vehicles passing through the intersection. The unsignalized intersection was analyzed
using the 2-way stop method from the HCM 6% Edition. Delay was calculated based on the worst-case
approach (for the 2-way stop-controlled intersection), and used to assign the corresponding LOS, as
presented in Table 8. Access is considered constrained if the addition of Project related trips contributes
to unacceptable queueing at a Project driveway or nearby signalized intersections. The network was built
to match the existing roadway lane configurations, including storage bay and taper lengths.
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TABLE 7A

HARVARD-WESTLAKE RIVER PARK PROJECT

STUDY INTERSECTIONS

E/W Street Name

Year of Count

ID N/S Street Name

1 Whitsett Avenue Moorpark Street 2019
2 Whitsett Avenue' Valley Spring Lane 2019
3 Whitsett Avenue Ventura Boulevard 2019
4 Coldwater Canyon Avenue Moorpark Street 2017%
5 Coldwater Canyon Avenue Ventura Boulevard 2017

1. Unsignalized, two-way stop-controlled intersection.

2. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, historical counts were retrieved for Intersection 4 and 5.

TABLE 7B
HARVARD-WESTLAKE RIVER PARK PROJECT
STUDY SEGMENTS

ID Street Name Between Year of Count
1 Valley Spring Lane Babcock Avenue & Whitsett Avenue 2019

2 Valley Spring Lane Whitsett Avenue & Wilkinson Avenue Unavailable'
3 Woodbridge Avenue Babcock Avenue & Whitsett Avenue Unavailable'
4 Woodbrid(__qe Avenue Whitsett Avenue & Wilkinson Avenue Unavailable'

1. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, baseline counts were not available for segments 2-4.




TABLE 8

HARVARD-WESTLAKE RIVER PARK PROJECT
LOS THRESHOLDS FOR SIGNALIZED AND UNSIGNALIZED INTERSECTIONS

Level of Service

Signalized Intersection Average

Unsignalized Intersection Average

(LOS) Control Delay (sec/veh) Control Delay (sec/veh)
A <100 <10.0
B > 10.1 to 20.0 > 10.1to 15.0
C > 20.1to 35.0 > 15.1to0 25.0
D > 35.1to 55.0 > 25.1t0 35.0
E > 55.1t0 80.0 > 35.1t0 50.0
F > 80.0 > 50.0

Source: Highway Capacity Manual , 6" Edition Transportation Research Board, 2016.




Analysis Scenarios

The following four scenarios were analyzed:

* Baseline (2020) Conditions — Intersection turning movement counts were obtained for the study
area and LOS was calculated to determine baseline conditions.

* Opening Year (2025) No Project — Based on the City of Los Angeles travel demand model and at
the direction of LADOT, it was established that an ambient growth rate of 0.6% per year should be
applied to adjust the baseline year traffic volumes to reflect the effects of regional growth and
development. This adjustment was applied to the baseline year (2020) traffic volume data to
reflect the effect of ambient growth by the year 2025. Additionally, Opening Year traffic forecasts
include the effects of known specific projects, called related projects, expected to be implemented
in the vicinity of the Project Site prior to the buildout date of the Project.

* Opening Year (2025) Plus Project, Non-Event Scenario — The Project trip estimates for the Non-
Event Scenario were added to the Opening Year No Project forecasts. The Non-Event Scenario
represents the trips associated with a typical day of Harvard-Westlake athletic activities and
community use of the Project Site.

*  Opening Year (2025) Plus Project, Special Event Scenario — The Project trip estimates for the
Special Event Scenario were added to the Opening Year No Project forecasts. The Special Event
Scenario represents the trips associated with a Harvard-Westlake Special Event day, specifically a
conference day. Only the 5-6 PM peak hour was studied for the Special Event Scenario, as it is not
anticipated that the Special Events would generate trips during the 3-4 PM peak hour.

Year 2020 Baseline Traffic Volumes

Intersection turning movement counts were obtained for the study area and LOS was calculated to
determine Year 2020 baseline conditions. New weekday PM peak period turning movement counts were
collected in April 2019 at the three study intersections along Whitsett Avenue (Study Intersections 3, 4,
and 5). Turning movement counts were not collected at the two study intersections along Coldwater
Canyon Avenue (Study Intersections 1 and 2) at this time. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the shelter-
in-place orders from the Governor and County, along with a memo released by LADOT in April 2020,
turning movements counts could not be collected at these intersections in 2020 since they would not
reflect typical conditions. Therefore, historical LADOT counts from 2017 were used for the two
intersections along Coldwater Canyon Avenue, and an ambient growth factor of 0.6% per year was
applied to adjust the traffic volumes to reflect baseline year 2020.

The Year 2020 baseline weekday afternoon peak hour volumes at the study intersections are provided in
Appendix H, as well as the lane configurations of the study intersections. Count sheets for these
intersections are contained in Appendix F.
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Baseline Level of Service

The Year 2020 baseline traffic volumes in Appendix H were analyzed using the intersection capacity
analysis methodology described above to determine the baseline operating conditions at the study

intersections.

Table 9 summarizes the baseline weekday peak hour LOS for the study intersections. As indicated, four of
the five study intersections operate at LOS D or better during both peak hours under baseline conditions,
and the intersection of Coldwater Canyon Avenue & Ventura Boulevard operates at LOS E in the 3-4 PM
peak hour. Analysis sheets are provided in Appendix G.
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TABLE 9

HARVARD-WESTLAKE RIVER PARK PROJECT

YEAR 2020 BASELINE CONDITIONS INTERSECTION LEVELS OF SERVICE

Baseline (2020)

NO. Intersection Peak Hour
Delay (sec/veh) LOS
1 Whitsett Avenue & Moorpark Ave 3-4 PM 358 D
5-6 PM 335 C
2 Whitsett Avenue & Valley Spring Lane 3-4PM 21.0 ¢
5-6 PM 22.8 C
3 Whitsett Avenue & Ventura Boulevard 3-4 PM 30.9 ¢
5-6 PM 31.8 C
4 Coldwater Canyon Avenue & Moorpark Ave 3-4 PM 324 ¢
5-6 PM 389 D
3-4PM 61.9 E
5 Coldwater Canyon Avenue & Ventura Boulevard
5-6 PM 53.3 D
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Project Traffic

The development of peak hour vehicular traffic estimates for the Project involves the use of a three-step
process: trip generation, trip distribution, and traffic assignment.

Trip Generation

As discussed in Chapter 1, the Project consists of an athletic and recreational facility for Harvard-Westlake
School and for shared use with community members. The Project includes the development of two
athletic fields with bleacher seating and field lights, an 80,249-square-foot multi-purpose gymnasium, a
52-meter swimming pool with seating, and eight tennis courts with seating. The Project would also
include ancillary field buildings, a pool house, and small security kiosk. These facilities would also be
available for community use when not in use by the School. The existing on-site putting green and
clubhouse with café would be retained and rehabilitated and would be open to the community. The
Project would also provide approximately 5.4 acres of publicly accessible open space and landscaped
trails connecting to the adjacent Zev Yaroslavsky Los Angeles River Greenway (Zev Greenway) and on-site
landscaped areas, water features, and recreational amenities.

For this Project, there would be different populations that would make trips to and from the Project Site,
including Harvard-Westlake students, visiting teams, spectators, community members, and employees. In
addition, there would be trips generated by potential Harvard-Westlake Special Events at the Project Site.
The net total trip generation took credit for existing VMT associated with the existing Weddington Golf &
Tennis, as these trips would be eliminated with the Project.’

Adjustments were also made to account for trips generated by transportation network companies. Given
the relatively recent introduction of shared mobility transportation network companies (TNCs) such as Lyft
and Uber in the urban transportation network, minimal industry research has been conducted to measure
the mode split of TNC vehicles. Anecdotal evidence suggests, however, that usage has been steadily
growing in recent years. To account for TNC usage, it was assumed that TNCs would replace 10% of the
vehicle trips estimated to be generated by the Harvard-Westlake Athletic Use and the HW Special Events.

The description and the methodology for estimating the 90t percentile® trip generation for the 3-4 PM
and 5-6 PM peak hours for each population are described below. More information on the assumptions
used in the trip generation estimate can be found in Attachment 3A of the LADOT MOU, which can be
found in Appendix A.

HW Athletic Use consists of users and visitors to the Project Site related to Harvard-Westlake athletic
activities. This includes the Harvard-Westlake students traveling between the Upper School Campus to the

5 Some existing components of Weddington Golf & Tennis, such as the café and putting green, will remain as part of
the Project. However, the trip generation associated with these components is included in the overall Project trip
generation. As such, the full existing use credit is taken for the existing Weddington Golf & Tennis.

16 Instead of the maximum day trip scenario, Fehr & Peers selected the 90th percentile total trips for each peak hour,
as the 90th percentile would represent most days of the school year and exclude the exceptional days such as big
rivalry game days that only occur on a handful of days a year.
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Project Site (some taking the shuttle and some driving their private vehicles), Harvard-Westlake coaches,
visiting team athletes and coaches, and spectators. Harvard-Westlake provided a spreadsheet of Harvard-
Westlake Athletics data from the 2018-2019 school year, since this was the last complete school year
before COVID-19. This data includes the practice schedule for each level of each sport (e.g., Basketball
Varsity Girls), including the beginning and end date of the season, the days of week in which practices
were conducted, the duration of the practices, and the number of participants. There was also data on
home games for each sport, including the number of home games, the number of participants, the
number of coaches, and approximate number of spectators. This data was converted to an estimate of
inbound and outbound person trips for each day of the 2018-2019 school year, including peak hour trips.
The hourly person trips were converted to hourly vehicle trips by applying average vehicle occupancy
(AVO) factors specific to each population group (e.g., students, coaches, spectators). The final inbound
and outbound peak hour trips were determined by selecting an actual date that most closely matched the
90th percentile total trips for the peak hour. For the 3-4 PM peak hour, the date was Wednesday,
September 5, 2018. For the 5-6 PM peak hour, the date was Monday, March 4, 2019.

HW Special Events consists of the attendees at Harvard-Westlake events that may occur on the Project
Site. Conservatively, up to 27 events of up to 500 attendees and three events of up to 2,000 attendees are
anticipated per year, of which 15 would be on weekdays and 15 on weekend days. The analysis was
conducted for an event anticipated to generate the highest number of vehicle trips — an educational
summit expected to draw 500 attendees and average vehicle occupancy (AVO) of 1. The 2,000-attendee
events were not analyzed as the attendees for those events would be bussed into the Project Site in buses
with an AVO of 40, and thus the vehicle trip generation was found to be smaller than the 500-attendee
events with an AVO of 1.

Community Use consists of members of the public that visit the Project Site outside of Harvard-
Westlake-use hours, as well as those using the tennis courts during Harvard-Westlake use hours (the
tennis courts are the only facility open to the public during Harvard-Westlake-use hours). The trip
estimates for the community uses are based on rates in the ITE Trip Generation Manual, 10th Edition. The
peak hour trips are estimated based on the Tennis Courts land use (LU 490) because only the tennis
courts will be open to the public during the peak hour periods when Harvard-Westlake is using the other
facilities. The daily trips are estimated based on the Recreational Community Center land use (LU 495),
subtracting the portion of the daily trips that occur between 3-8 PM, when the site generally will not be
open to the public, based on the time-of-day distribution data in Appendix A of the Recreation chapter of
the manual.

Employees consist of staff at the Project Site holding roles in security, custodial, landscaping, kitchen,
team store, staff, and athletics administration. Based on information from Harvard-Westlake, it is
estimated that 49 employees will commute to and from the Project Site on a typical day. The peak hour
trip generation was estimated based on a preliminary shift schedule provided by Harvard-Westlake.

Weddington Golf & Tennis consists of the patrons of the existing golf and tennis facility. Counts were
collected at the site in February 2019 to estimate the peak hour trip generation for the use. Based on the
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counts, approximately 103 trips (55 inbound/48 outbound) during the 3-4 PM peak hour and 125 trips (54
inbound/71 outbound) during the 5-6 PM peak hour were estimated to no longer enter or leave the site
by vehicle. As such, these trips were subtracted from the Project’s overall trip generation as an existing use
credit.

As shown in Table 10, the Project is projected to generate an estimated net increase of 68 trips (75
inbound/-7 outbound) during the 3-4 PM peak hour and 89 trips (16 inbound/73 outbound) during the 5-
6 PM peak hour for the Non-Event Scenario. For the Special Event Scenario, the Project is projected to
generate an estimated net increase of 484 trips (18 inbound/466 outbound) during the 5-6 PM peak hour.

Trip Distribution

The geographic distribution of trips generated by the Project is dependent on characteristics of the street
system serving the Project Site; the level of accessibility of routes to and from the Project Site, locations of
employment, commercial centers, and residential areas from which the visitors to the Project would be
drawn.

The methodology for estimating the trip distribution for the 3-4 PM and 5-6 PM peak hours for each
population is described below.

HW Athletic Use consists of users and visitors to the Project Site related to Harvard-Westlake athletic
activities. This includes the Harvard-Westlake students traveling between the Upper School Campus to the
Project Site (some taking the shuttle and some driving their private vehicles), Harvard-Westlake coaches,
visiting team athletes and coaches, and spectators. The trip distribution for the Harvard-Westlake students
traveling home after practice or a game, as well as the Harvard-Westlake coaches, visiting team athletes
and coaches, and spectators, was estimated using zip code data provided by Harvard-Westlake School of
the number of Harvard-Westlake student households in each zip code.

HW Special Events consists of the attendees at Harvard-Westlake events that may occur on the Project
Site. The trip distribution was estimated to be similar to that for the Harvard-Westlake student population.

Community Use consist of members of the public that visit the Project Site outside of Harvard-Westlake-
use hours, as well as those using the tennis courts during Harvard-Westlake use hours (the tennis courts
are the only facility open to the public during Harvard-Westlake-use hours). The trip distribution was
estimated to be similar to that for the Weddington Golf & Tennis visitors, which was developed using zip
code data for tennis players by zip code.

Employees consist of staff at the Project Site holding roles in security, custodial, landscaping, kitchen,
team store, staff, and athletics administration. The trip distribution by zip code was developed using zip
code data provided by Harvard-Westlake of the subset of the existing employees that could work at the
Project Site.

Weddington Golf & Tennis consists of the patrons of the existing golf and tennis facility. The trip
distribution by zip code was developed using zip code data provided by Weddington Golf & Tennis of the

;.
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number of tennis players in each zip code based on a survey conducted over the course of a week in
September 2019.

Traffic Assignment

The traffic to be generated by the Project was assigned to the street network using the distribution
patterns described in Figure 8. Appendix H provides the assignment of the Project-generated peak hour
traffic volumes at the analyzed intersections during the PM peak hours. The assignment of traffic volumes
took into consideration the locations of the Project driveways.
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HARVARD-WESTLAKE RIVER PARK PROJECT

TABLE 10

TRIP GENERATION ESTIMATE

3 PM - 4 PM Peak Hour Trips

5 PM - 6 PM Peak Hour Trips

Non-Event Scenario

Special Event Scenario

Land Uses Inbound Outbound Total Inbound Outbound Total Inbound Outbound Total
HW Athletic Use' 108 19 127 48 107 155 0 0 0
HW Special Events 0 0 0 0 0 0 50 500 550
Community Use® 17 17 34 17 17 34 17 17 34
Employees 5 5 10 5 20 25 5 20 25
Subtotal 130 41 171 70 144 214 72 537 609
Existing Use Adjustment * -55 -48 -103 -54 -71 -125 -54 -71 -125
Net New Trips 75 -7 68 16 73 89 18 466 484

1. The new trips associated with HW Athletics is shown in Appendix H.

2. The new trips associated with HW Special Events is shown in Appendix H.
3. The trip estimates for the community uses are based on rates in the ITE Trip Generation Manual, 10th Edition. The peak hour trips are estimated based on the Tennis Courts land use (LU 490)
because only the tennis courts will be open to the public during the peak hour periods when Harvard-Westlake is using the other facilities. The daily trips are estimated based on the Recreational
Community Center land use (LU 495), subtracting the portion of the daily trips that occur between 3-8 PM, when the site will not be open to the public, based on the time-of-day distribution data in

Appendix A of the Recreation chapter of the manual.

4. The existing use at the site is Weddington Golf and Tennis. The trips were counted at the site on Tuesday, February 12, 2019.
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Opening Year Traffic Volumes

To evaluate the potential impacts of the Project on Opening Year (2025) conditions, it was necessary to
develop estimates of future traffic conditions in the area both without and with Project traffic. First,
estimates of traffic growth were developed for the study area to forecast future conditions without the
Project. These forecasts included traffic increases as a result of both regional ambient traffic growth and
traffic generated by specific developments in the vicinity of the Project (related projects).

These projected traffic volumes, identified herein as the Opening Year No Project conditions, represent
the future conditions without the Project. The traffic generated by the Project was then estimated and
assigned to the surrounding street system. Project traffic was added to the Opening Year No Project
conditions to form Opening Year Plus Project traffic conditions, which were analyzed to determine the
incremental traffic impacts attributable to the Project itself.

The assumptions and analysis methodology used to develop each of the future year scenarios discussed
above are described in more detail in the following sections.

Background or Ambient Growth

Based on the City of Los Angeles travel demand model and at the direction of LADOT, it was established
that an ambient growth factor of 0.6% per year should be applied to adjust the baseline year traffic
volumes to reflect the effects of regional growth and development. This adjustment was applied to the
baseline year (2020) traffic volume data to reflect the effect of ambient growth by the year 2025.

Related Project Traffic Generation and Assignment

Opening Year traffic forecasts include the effects of known specific projects, called related projects,
expected to be implemented in the vicinity of the Project Site prior to the buildout date of the Project. The
list of related projects was prepared based on data from LADOT and verified by City Planning. A total of 5
related projects were identified in the study area; these projects were listed in Table 3 and their locations
were illustrated in Figure 5 in Chapter 2.

Trip Generation

For related projects provided by LADOT, the trip generation was used as provided. For related projects
provided by other sources, trip generation was estimated using the ITE Trip Generation Manual, 10t
Edition. Table 3 presents the resulting trip generation estimates for these related projects. These
projections are conservative in that they do not in every case account for either the existing uses to be
removed or the possible use of non-motorized travel modes (transit, walking, etc.). Mitigation measures
associated with the related projects are also not in every case accounted for in the analysis.

Trip Distribution

The geographic distribution of the traffic generated by the related projects is dependent on several
factors. These factors include the type and density of the proposed land uses, the geographic distribution
of population from which employees and potential patrons of proposed commercial developments may
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be drawn, the locations of employment and commercial centers to which residents of residential projects
may be drawn, and the location of the projects in relation to the surrounding street system.

Traffic Assignment

Using the estimated trip generation and trip distribution patterns described above, traffic generated by
the related projects was assigned to the street network.

Transportation Infrastructure Projects

In addition to the ambient growth and related development projects in the area, programmed
improvements to local streets were considered for this analysis. As a mitigation measure for one of the
related projects, two intersections in the study area are planned for lane configuration changes by year
2025 per confirmation by LADOT staff. The north side of Ventura Boulevard east of Coldwater Canyon
Avenue is proposed to be restriped to provide an exclusive westbound right-turn-only lane. Ventura
Boulevard east of Whitsett Avenue will be restriped to install an exclusive westbound right-turn-only lane.
The Opening Year (2025) No Project and Plus Project conditions lane geometry reflects the lane
geometries with these projects.

Opening Year No Project Traffic Volumes

Opening Year (2025) No Project weekday PM peak hour traffic volumes and lane geometries for the
analyzed intersections are provided in Appendix H. The Opening Year (2025) No Project traffic conditions
represent an estimate of future conditions without the proposed Project inclusive of the ambient
background growth and related projects traffic.

Opening Year Plus Project Traffic Projections

The Project traffic volumes were added to the Opening Year (2025) No Project traffic projections, resulting
in Opening Year (2025) Plus Project PM peak hour traffic volumes. As provided in Appendix H, the
Opening Year (2025) Plus Project scenario represents future traffic conditions with the completion of the
Project.
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Opening Year Operational Analysis

The Opening Year (2025) No Project and Plus Project peak hour traffic volumes were analyzed to
determine the projected LOS and maximum queue lengths for the turn pockets and through movements
for each of the analyzed intersections. Project access is considered constrained if the project’s traffic
would contribute to unacceptable queuing on an Avenue or Boulevard (as designated in the Mobility Plan
2035) at project driveway(s) or would cause or substantially extend queuing at nearby signalized
intersections.

The project would be considered to contribute to unacceptable or extended queuing if the turn pocket
capacity is exceeded after the addition of the project's traffic and:

1. The projected peak hour intersection LOS is D and the turn lane queue increases by greater than
75 feet on any approach with the directional approach LOS at E or F, or

2. The projected peak hour intersection LOS is E or F and the turn lane queue increases by greater
than 50 feet on any approach with the directional approach LOS at E or F.

Source: Eddie Guerrero, Los Angeles Department of Transportation, 1/13/2021.

Table 11 summarizes the Opening Year (2025) No Project and Plus Project LOS for the study
intersections, along with the 95th percentile queue lengths and approach LOS for the vehicular
movements at study intersections.

Four of the five study intersections are projected to operate at LOS D or better during the PM peak hours
under Opening Year No Project. The following signalized intersection is projected to operate at LOS E or F
during the PM peak hours under Opening Year No Project conditions:

5. Coldwater Canyon Avenue & Ventura Boulevard

o LOSF in the 3-4 PM peak hour
LOS E in the 5-6 PM peak hour

Three of the five study intersections are projected to operate at LOS D or better during the PM peak hours
under Opening Year Plus Project conditions for the Non-Event Scenario. The following intersections are
projected to operate at LOS E or F during the PM peak hours under Opening Year Plus Project conditions
for the Non-Event Scenario:

4. Coldwater Canyon Avenue & Moorpark Street
o LOS Ein the 5-6 PM peak hour
5. Coldwater Canyon Avenue & Ventura Boulevard

o LOS Fin the 3-4 PM peak hour
LOS E in the 5-6 PM peak hour
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Two of the five study intersections are projected to operate at LOS D or better during the PM peak hours
under Opening Year Plus Project conditions for the Special Event Scenario. The following intersections are

projected to operate at LOS E or F during the PM peak hours under Opening Year Plus Project conditions
for the Special Event Scenario:

3. Whitsett Avenue & Ventura Boulevard
o LOS Ein the 5-6 PM peak hour

4. Coldwater Canyon Avenue & Moorpark Street
o LOS Fin the 5-6 PM peak hour

5. Coldwater Canyon Avenue & Ventura Boulevard
o LOSEinthe 5-6 PM peak hour

As shown in Table 11, per the City's criteria, no instances were found of the Project projected to cause or
substantially contribute to unacceptable queuing at nearby signalized intersections.

Detailed intersection LOS worksheets for the study intersections are presented in Appendix G.
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TABLE 11A
HARVARD-WESTLAKE RIVER PARK PROJECT
STUDY INTERSECTION LEVEL OF SERVICE AND QUEUES - NON-EVENT SCENARIO

Opening Year (2025) Plus Project -
pening Year ( ) Plus Projec 95th Percentile

Opening Year (2025) No Project

Special Event Scenario Project Contributes to
. Opening Year (2025) Unacceptable
Study Intersection |“t(:'::e:tl\i;l’/“5|:(6)5 Directional LOS Intersection LOS (3- Directional LOS Movement' S::::g: Openl:lnogPY" Z?;c(tZOZS) !’Ilus Project - : Queu':n g
o) 4 PM/5-6 PM) Special Event Scenario
3-4 PM 5-6 PM 3-4PM 5-6 PM 3-4 PM 5-6 PM
E D E D EBL 150 125 100 125 125 - -
E D E D EBT 2,525 700 625 675 600 - -
C C C C EBR 50 75 50 75 50 - -
F F F F WBL 100 150 150 150 125 - -
C C C C WBT 950 425 425 425 425 - -
Whitsett Ave & B B B B WBR 50 50 75 50 75 - -
1 D/D D/D
Moorpark St C C C C NBL 75 125 175 125 150 - -
C C C C NBT 1,250 275 350 275 350 - -
C C C C NBR 0 0 0 0 0 - -
C D C D SBL 75 100 150 100 150 - -
B B B B SBT 225 200 200 200 200 - -
B B B B SBR 0 0 0 0 0 - -
F F F F EBL 100 25 25 25 25 - -
F F F F EBT 100 25 25 25 25 - -
B B B B EBR 50 25 25 25 25 - -
F F F F WBL 100 25 25 25 25 - -
F F F F WBT 100 25 25 25 25 - -
Whitsett Ave & Valley B C B C WBR 50 25 25 25 25 - -
2 o C/D C/D
Spring Ln A A A A NBL 1000 25 25 25 25 - -
A A A A NBT 1000 - - - - - -
- - - - NBR 1000 - - - - - -
B B B B SBL 600 25 25 25 25 - -
A A A A SBT 600 - - - - - -
- - - - SBR 50 - - - - - -
F F F F EBL 100 200 225 250 225 - -
C C C C EBT 2,650 400 425 400 400 - -
C C C C EBR 50 100 100 100 100 - -
D D D D WBL 150 75 50 75 50 - -
D D D F WBT 1,025 550 625 550 625 - -
Whitsett Ave & Ventura B B B B WBR 50 175 200 200 200 - -
3 D/D D/D
Blvd D D D D NBL 25 125 125 125 125 - -
A A A A NBT 175 200 200 200 225 - -
D D D D NBR 0 0 0 0 0 - -
D D D D SBL 350 125 125 150 150 - -
C B C C SBT 350 125 125 125 125 - -
B B B B SBR 50 125 125 125 200 - -
D D D D EBL 125 125 100 125 100 - -
C C C C EBT 925 475 475 475 500 - -
B B B B EBR 100 25 50 25 50 - -
D D D E WBL 150 100 100 100 100 - -
C C C C WBT 2,525 500 475 475 475 - -
Coldwater Canyon Ave & C C C C WBR 100 75 75 75 75 - -
4 D/D D/E
Moorpark St D D D E NBL 75 150 150 150 175 - -
C C D F NBT 1,850 525 525 550 600 - -
D C D F NBR 0 0 0 0 0 - -
F F F F SBL 75 175 250 200 250 - -
D D D D SBT 275 425 425 425 475 - -
D D D D SBR 0 0 0 0 0 - -
F F F F EBL 150 475 375 475 375 - -
F F F F EBT 700 575 575 575 575 - -
A A A A EBR 50 75 75 75 75 - -
E F E F WBL 200 100 125 125 125 - -
D D D F WBT 2,650 425 425 425 425 - -
Coldwater Canyon Ave & C C C D WBR 100 100 75 100 125 - -
> Ventura Blvd F/E E F F/E E E NBL 100 375 400 375 375 - -
C C C C NBT 375 325 375 350 400 - -
C C C C NBR 325 150 125 150 125 - -
F F F F SBL 350 250 250 250 250 - -
D D D D SBT 1,850 325 325 325 325 - -
D D D D SBR 0 0 0 0 0 - -
1. EBL= Eastbound left, EBT = Eastbound through, EBR = Eastbound right, WBL = Westbound left, WBT = Westbound through, WBR = Westbound right, NBL = Northbound left, NBT = Northbound through, NBR = Northbound right, SBL =
Southbound left, SBT = Southbound through, SBR = Southbound right.
2. Unacceptable queuing defined by the TAG as turning queues that extend out of the storage bay or a through queue that blocks a side street or alley along an Avenue or Boulevard at a signalized intersection.
3. Study intersection #2 is an unsignalized intersection.




TABLE 11B
HARVARD-WESTLAKE RIVER PARK PROJECT
INTERSECTION LEVEL OF SERVICE AND QUEUES - SPECIAL EVENT SCENARIO

Opening Year (2025)

Opening Yea.r (2025) Plus Project - 95th Percentile Queue RIES
No Project Special Event Scenario Storage Contributes to
S = Intersection Directional Intersection Directional Movement' Length  Opening Year (2025) S Yei:‘r (2025)  Unacceptable
X Plus Project - Queuing?®
LOS (5-6 LOS LOS (5-6 LOS No Project el e (el
PM) 5-6 PM PM) 5-6 PM 5-6 PM 5-6 PM 5-6 PM
D E EBL 150 100 125 -
D D EBT 2,525 625 525 -
C C EBR 50 50 50 -
F F WBL 100 150 150 -
C C WBT 950 425 425 -
) B B WBR 50 75 75 -
1 Whitsett Ave & Moorpark St D D
c D NBL 75 175 200 -
c C NBT 1,250 350 350 -
c C NBR 0 0 0 -
D D SBL 75 150 150 -
B B SBT 225 200 200 -
B B SBR 0 0 0 -
F F EBL 100 25 25 -
F F EBT 100 25 25 -
B B EBR 50 25 25 -
F F WBL 100 25 25 -
F F WBT 100 25 25 -
2 Whitsett Ave & Valley Spring Ln’ D - D < R >9 2 2 -
A A NBL 1000 25 25 -
A A NBT 1000 - - -
- - NBR 1000 - - -
B B SBL 600 25 25 -
A A SBT 600 - - -
- - SBR 50 - - -
F F EBL 100 225 225 -
C D EBT 2,650 425 400 -
C C EBR 50 100 100 -
D D WBL 150 50 50 -
D F WBT 1,025 625 625 -
) B B WBR 50 200 200 -
3 Whitsett Ave & Ventura Blvd D E
D E NBL 25 125 125 -
A A NBT 175 200 225 -
D D NBR 0 0 0 -
D D SBL 350 125 175 -
B B SBT 350 125 125 -
B C SBR 50 125 450 -
D D EBL 125 100 100 -
c C EBT 925 475 500 -
B B EBR 100 50 50 -
D E WBL 150 100 100 -
C C WBT 2,525 475 475 -
C C WBR 100 75 75 -
4 Coldwater Canyon Ave & Moorpark St D 5 F £ NBL e 50 500 -
C F NBT 1,850 525 775 -
C F NBR 0 0 0 -
F F SBL 75 250 275 -
D D SBT 275 425 475 -
D D SBR 0 0 0 -
F F EBL 150 375 375 -
F F EBT 700 575 575 -
A A EBR 50 75 75 -
F F WBL 200 125 125 -
D F WBT 2,650 425 450 -
c D WBR 100 75 275 -
5 Coldwater Canyon Ave & Ventura Blvd E E
F E NBL 100 400 375 -
C C NBT 375 375 400 -
C C NBR 325 125 125 -
F F SBL 350 250 250 -
D D SBT 1,850 325 325 -
D D SBR 0 0 0 -
1. EBL= Eastbound left, EBT = Eastbound through, EBR = Eastbound right, WBL = Westbound left, WBT = Westbound through, WBR = Westbound right, NBL = Northbound left, NBT = Northbound through, NBR =
Northbound right, SBL = Southbound left, SBT = Southbound through, SBR = Southbound right.
2. Unacceptable queuing defined by the TAG as turning queues that extend out of the storage bay or a through queue that blocks a side street or alley along an Avenue or Boulevard at a signalized intersection.
3. Study intersection #2 is an unsignalized intersection.




4.3 Site Access Evaluation

This section evaluates the site access of the Project driveways, including projected levels of service (LOS)
and queuing.

Project Driveways

Vehicular access would be provided to the Project Site via two driveways, one directly along Whitsett
Avenue and one as an extension of Valleyheart Drive. Both driveways would provide inbound access to
the subterranean parking structure with 503 parking spaces. Egress from the parking structure would be
via the northern driveway directly to Whitsett Avenue. Both inbound and outbound access at the north
driveway would be limited to right-turns only via a triangular island on the driveway. Access for passenger
loading would be provided via the south driveway, which would lead to a turnaround designed to
accommodate buses, shuttles, and automobiles, as well as to a surface lot with 29 parking stalls.

A level of service analysis was conducted to evaluate the ability of each driveway access to accommodate
the anticipated traffic levels at the driveway access points. The driveways will be unsignalized and stop-
controlled and were analyzed as part of the Synchro using the Two-way Stop methodology from HCM 6%
Edition. The HCM methodology determines the average vehicle delay for the stop-controlled approach to
find the corresponding LOS based on the definitions presented earlier in Table 8. Driveway analysis LOS
worksheets are included in Appendix I. Table 12A and Table 12B show the results of the LOS analysis for
the north driveway and the Whitsett Avenue & Valleyheart Drive intersection.

Project Driveway LOS Analysis

The LOS for unsignalized intersections is reported for the stop-controlled approach, which in this case is
the eastbound approach for the vehicles exiting the driveways and the northbound left-turn movement at
Whitsett Avenue & Valleyheart Drive turning in toward the south driveway.

As shown in Table 12A, both the north driveway and the intersection of Whitsett Avenue & Valleyheart
Drive are projected to operate at LOS D or better during the 3-4 PM peak hour and the 5-6 PM peak hour
for the Non-Event Scenario under Opening Year Plus Project conditions. The northbound left-turn
movement at Whitsett Avenue & Valleyheart Drive is projected to operate at LOS A for both peak hours in
the Non-Event and Special Event Scenarios.

During 5-6 PM peak hour Special Event Scenario, which is the worst-case highest trip generating event
anticipated at the Project Site, both are projected to experience higher delays, with LOS E at the north
driveway and LOS F at Whitsett Avenue & Valleyheart Drive.

Project Driveway Queuing Analysis

As shown in Table 12B, the eastbound movements at both the north driveway and the Whitsett Avenue
& Valleyheart Drive intersection are projected to have queues of 25 feet or shorter during the 3-4 PM
peak hour and the 5-6 PM peak hour for the Non-Event Scenario under Opening Year (2025) Plus Project
conditions. Thus, none of these movements experience unacceptable queueing under these conditions.
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During the 5-6 PM peak hour Special Events Scenario, which is the worst-case highest trip generating
event anticipated at the Project Site, the eastbound queueing at the north driveway and at Whitsett
Avenue & Valleyheart Drive are projected to be 275 feet and 150 feet, respectively. These queues will
extend onto the Project Site and will not affect the surrounding street network.

Los Angeles Fire Department Fire Station 78

The LAFD Station 78 is located on the north side of Valleyheart Drive, which serves as access for the
Project’s south driveway. A site visit was conducted at the fire station in March 2021 and LAFD personnel
described their operations. The main driveway used for the departure of the larger fire trucks is located on
Whitsett Avenue, north of Valleyheart Drive. There are two other driveways on the north side of
Valleyheart Drive. Of these two driveways, the eastern driveway is used for the departure of the smaller
apparatus and the western driveway is used for the return of the larger fire trucks. As such, it is essential
to minimize effects on access for LAFD vehicles between Valleyheart Drive and Whitsett Avenue and to
minimize the eastbound queues at Whitsett Avenue when emergency vehicles need to access Valleyheart
Drive. Also, the larger trucks when entering the driveway need to swing wide and use most of the
Valleyheart Drive roadway.
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TABLE 12A
HARVARD-WESTLAKE RIVER PARK PROJECT
PROJECT ACCESS DRIVEWAYS LEVELS OF SERVICE

Opening Year (2025) Plus Project - Delay and LOS
Dri 5-6 PM Peak H 5-6 PM Peak H 36 PM Peak Hour -
riveway Unsignalized Driveway Movement' 3-4 PM Peak Hour ) N our: ) e o . Special Event Scenario
No. Non-Event Scenario Special Event Scenario . . . 2
With Corrective Action
Delay (sec/veh) LOS Delay (sec/veh) LOS Delay (sec/veh) LOS Delay (sec/veh) LOS
1 Whitsett Avenue & North Driveway |EBR 11.2 D 12.6 B 41.6 E 41.6 E
. . INBL 0.9 A 0.7 A 0.5 A 0.5 A
2 Whitsett A & Valleyheart D
st Avenue & vareyneart Brive 1eg | g 207 C 255 D 389.9 ; 14.8 B

1. EBR = Eastbound Right, NBL = Northbound Left, EBLTR = Eastbound Left/Through/Right
2. The Correction Action would be to prohibit left-turns out of Valleyheart Drive onto Whitsett Avenue on Special Event Days and force all exiting vehicles to turn right onto Whitsett Avenue.

TABLE 12B
HARVARD-WESTLAKE RIVER PARK PROJECT
PROJECT ACCESS DRIVEWAYS QUEUES

Opening Year (2025) Plus Project - Estimated 95th Percentile Queue (ft)
Special Event
Dri Special Event Scenario
riveway Unsignalized Driveway Movement' Available Non-Event Scenario pecta Yen . .
No. Scenario With Corrective
Storage (ft) . 2
Action

3-4 PM 5-6 PM 5-6 PM 5-6 PM
1 Whitsett Avenue & North Driveway |EBR NAP! 25 25 275 275
. . |NBL 350 25 25 25 25
2 Whitsett Avenue & Valleyheart Drive EB LTR NAK 75 75 150 25

1. EBR = Eastbound Right, NBL = Northbound Left, EBLTR = Eastbound Left/Through/Right
2. The Correction Action would be to prohibit left-turns out of Valleyheart Drive onto Whitsett Avenue on Special Event Days and force all exiting vehicles to turn right

onto Whitsett Avenue.
3. The available storage for the eastbound approach at the Whitsett Avenue & North Driveway extends into the subterranean garage.

4. The available storage for the eastbound approach at the Whitsett Avenue & South Driveway extends to the turnaround.




Passenger Loading Evaluation

The purpose of this section is to determine whether passenger loading demand can be accommodated
within the proposed on-site turnaround off of Valleyheart Drive, and whether it may create unintended
pedestrian, bicycle, or vehicle conflicts.

Access for passenger loading would be provided via one, two-way driveway from the Valleyheart Drive
stub located south of Los Angeles Fire Department Station 78 (south driveway), which would lead to a
turnaround designed to accommodate buses, shuttles, and automobiles, as well as to a surface lot with 29
parking stalls. The passenger loading demand would include shuttle buses and TNCs. The turnaround is
proposed to have a central island with a 28 feet radius, and a two-way driveway of 30 feet in width. The
available storage capacity would be approximately 425 feet, which is the equivalent of 17 vehicles
assuming an average vehicle storage length of 25 feet. Conservatively assuming that each shuttle or TNC
vehicle stays in the turnaround for three minutes each (TNC stays are likely shorter than three minutes),
the storage capacity for a 15-minute period would be 85 vehicles.

On Non-Event days, the Project would provide three shuttle buses to transport students, coaches, and
visitors between the Project Site and the Harvard-Westlake Upper School campus with an anticipated
service of every 5 to 10 minutes. For the Non-Event scenario, the Project is estimated to generate seven
TNC trips during the 3-4 PM peak hour and seven TNC trips during the 5-6 PM peak hour. Conservatively
assuming that all seven TNC vehicles arrive and depart within a 15-minute period, there would be three
shuttles and seven TNC vehicles, or 10 vehicles total, in the turnaround in a 15-minute period, which is
less than the storage capacity of 85 vehicles. Therefore, the passenger loading demand would be
accommodated with this on-site passenger loading facility.

On Special Event days, which is the worst-case highest trip generating event anticipated at the Project
Site, the Project is estimated to generate 50 TNC trips during the 5-6 PM peak hour. In this scenario, there
would be no shuttle buses, as this event would not occur simultaneously with Harvard-Westlake athletic
activities.!”” Conservatively assuming that all 50 TNC vehicles arrive and depart within a 15-minute period,
there would be 50 vehicles total in the turnaround in a 15-minute period, which is less than the storage
capacity of 85 vehicles. Therefore, the passenger loading demand would be accommodated with this on-
site passenger loading facility.

The Project is proposing to separate the vehicular driveways from the entry of pedestrian/bicyclists/public
transit riders. Pedestrian access to the Project Site would be provided via the primary pedestrian entry on
Whitsett Avenue. The primary pedestrian entry would be connected to the passenger loading zone by
pedestrian paths on site. Students, visitors, and employees arriving to the Project Site by bicycle would
have the same access opportunities as pedestrians and would be able to utilize on-site bicycle parking

7 There are other Special Event days that may occur simultaneously with Harvard-Westlake athletic activities.
However, the total trip generation for combining those Special Events and the Harvard-Westlake athletic activities
was estimated to be less than this scenario, which assumes an Educational Summit with 500 attendees not occurring
simultaneously with Harvard-Westlake athletic activities.
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facilities. Therefore, the Project’'s multimodal amenities and location of driveways would minimize
vehicle/vehicle, vehicle/bicycle, or vehicle/pedestrian conflicts.

Potential Corrective Actions

After identifying the Project related access constraint at the south driveway on Whitsett Avenue during
the Special Event Scenario, the following corrective action was identified to minimize the access
constraints:

* On Special Event Days, prohibit left turns out of the south driveway and force all exiting vehicles
to turn right onto Whitsett Avenue. This can be employed using traffic control officers (TCOs) as
part of an event management plan to be developed with LADOT. This change would improve the
projected LOS at the southern driveway from LOS F to LOS B, and would reduce the projected
queue length from 150 feet to 25 feet, as shown in Table 12A and Table 12B.

* To minimize effects on access for LAFD vehicles on Valleyheart Drive, implement a warning light
that would hold back vehicles exiting the Project turnaround onto Valleyheart Drive when an
emergency vehicle is approaching Valleyheart Drive from Whitsett Avenue or exiting from one of
the two LAFD driveways on Valleyheart Drive. This warning light would be activated by a button
pressed by LAFD staff in the emergency vehicles.
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4.4 Project Construction

This section assesses whether the construction of the project would interfere with pedestrian, bicycle,
transit, or vehicle circulation and accessibility, considering three categories of construction impacts per
the LADOT TAG: (1) temporary transportation constraints, (2) temporary loss of access, and (3) temporary
loss of bus stops or rerouting of bus lines.

Construction of the Project would commence with demolition of the existing golf and tennis facilities
(other than the existing café and putting green which will remain). This phase would be followed by site
preparation and grading/excavation. Building foundations would then be laid, followed by building/facility
construction, architectural coatings, paving/concrete installation, and landscape installation. Project
construction is anticipated to be completed in 2025. It is estimated that approximately 250,000 cubic
yards of export would be hauled from the Project Site.

Anticipated Construction Activity

Project construction is expected to take a total of approximately 30 months to complete. The construction
is anticipated to involve six key phases:

e Phase 1: Demolition — 2 months
e Phase 2: Site Preparation — 2 months
e Phase 3: Grading/Excavation — 7 months
e Phase 4: Building/Facility Construction — 17 months
e Phase 5: Architectural Coatings — 12 months
e Phase 6: Paving — 1 month
Construction Trucks
Haul Trucks

Hauling activity is expected to occur during Phases 1, 2, and 3. During Phase 1, up to 150 haul truck trips
per day are anticipated on peak haul days. During Phase 2, up to 102 haul truck export trips are
anticipated on peak haul days. Phases 1 and 2 would occur concurrently in the first month of Project
construction, and thus a combined 252 maximum daily haul truck trips would be generated during this
time. During Phase 3, up to 300 haul truck export trips are anticipated on peak haul days.

Hauling hours are anticipated to begin at 8:00 AM and continue to 4:00 PM. The inbound haul route
would come from the US-101, head southbound on Coldwater Canyon Avenue, eastbound on Moorpark
Street, and southbound on Whitsett Avenue to access the Project Site. The outbound haul route would
leave the Project Site and head southbound on Whitsett Avenue, westbound on Ventura Boulevard, and
northbound on Coldwater Canyon Avenue to reach US-101. The staging area is expected to be located on
the Project Site.
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Equipment and Delivery Trucks

In addition to haul trucks, the Project is expected to generate equipment and delivery trucks during
construction. One example would be for concrete delivery, which would be required for the parking
garage and the buildings on-site. Other deliveries could include plumbing supplies, electrical fixtures, and
items used in furnishing the buildings. These materials would be delivered to the Project Site and stored
on-site. These deliveries are expected to occur in variously sized vehicles including small delivery trucks to
cement mixer trucks and 18-wheel trucks. Additionally, construction equipment would have to be
delivered to the Project Site. This equipment could include cranes, bulldozers, excavators, and other large
items of machinery. Most of the heavy equipment is expected to be transported to the Project Site on
large trucks such as 18-wheelers or other similar vehicles.

The following construction activities are expected to involve the following number of equipment/delivery
truck trips per day on peak activity days:

e Utilities/Trenching — 6 truck trips

e Foundation/Columns/Decks — 200 truck trips

e Building Construction — 40 truck trips

e Architectural Finishes — 40 truck trips

e Asphalt Paving — 10 truck trips

e Landscape - 80 truck trips

e Pool/Canopy/Building — 70 truck trips
Construction Employees

The number of construction workers would vary throughout the construction period with Phase 5
generating the highest number of employees. The following construction activities are expected to involve
up to the following number of workers on site per day on peak activity days:

e Demolition — 40 workers
e Initial Site Preparation — 40 workers
e Grading/Excavating — 35 workers

e Utilities/Trenching — 35 workers

Foundation/Columns/Decks — 100 workers

Building Construction — 100 workers

Architectural Finishes — 140 workers
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e Asphalt

Paving — 30 workers

e Landscape — 100 workers

e Pool/Canopy/Building — 100 workers

Construction Worker Parking

During all phases of construction, employees are expected to park on the Project Site.

Construction Period Evaluation Criteria

The LADOT TAG provides three categories to be considered in regard to in-street construction effects:

temporary traffic constraints, temporary loss of access, and temporary loss of bus stops or rerouting of

bus lines. The evaluation criteria to be considered in each of these categories are as follows:

e Temporary Traffic Constraints:

o

o

The length of time of temporary street closures or closures of two more traffic lanes;

The classification of the street (major arterial, state highway, substandard hillside local or
collector, etc.) affected;

The existing congestion levels on the affected street segments and intersections;

The operational constraints of substandard hillside streets needing to access construction
sites;

Whether the affected street directly leads to a freeway on- or off-ramp or other state
highway;

Potential safety issues involved with street or lane closures;

The presence of emergency services (fire, hospital, etc.) located nearby that regularly use
the affected street.

e Temporary Loss of Access:

The length of time of any loss of pedestrian or bicycle circulation past a construction area;

The length of time of any loss of vehicular, bicycle, or pedestrian access to a parcel
fronting the construction area;

The length of time any loss or impedance of access by emergency vehicles or area
residents to hillside properties;

The length of time of any loss of ADA pedestrian access to a transit station, stop, or
facility;
The availability of nearbyvehicular or pedestrian access within 2 mile of the lost access;

The type of land uses affected, and related safety, convenience, and/or economic issues.

e Temporary Loss of Bus Stops or Rerouting of Bus Lines:
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o The length of time that an existing bus stop would be unavailable or that existing service
would be interrupted;

o The availability of a nearby location (within % mile) to which the bus stop or route can be
temporarily relocated;

o The existence of other bus stops or routes with similar routes/destinations within a V4
mile radius of the affected stops or routes;

o  Whether the interruption would occur on a weekday, weekend or holiday, and whether
the existing bus route typically provides service that/those day(s).

Los Angeles Municipal Code (LAMC) Section 41.40 provides that construction activities are limited to the
hours from 7:00 AM to 9:00 PM on weekdays and from 8:00 AM to 6:00 PM on Saturdays and holidays. No
construction is permitted on Sundays.

Construction Analysis

The assessment of the Project against the evaluation factors described above is presented in Table 13
and discussed below.

Temporary Traffic Constraints

Long-term closures to travel lanes are not anticipated to occur during construction of the Project. There
would be travel lane closures on Project frontages during construction for intermittent periods of time to
connect utilities such as water, storm drain, and electrical. Although there is a City of Los Angeles fire
station (Station 78) located within the immediate vicinity of the affected streets, access would not be
restricted to this facility.

Closures of the sidewalks are anticipated to accommodate Project construction along the Project frontage
for intermittent periods of time to connect utilities such as water, storm drain, and electrical. Trench plates
would be set each day to maintain sidewalk access during off hours.

Temporary Loss of Access

The existing land uses near the vicinity of the Project Site will remain open throughout construction.
Pedestrian and vehicular access to properties located nearby to the Project Site will be open and
unobstructed for the duration of construction. No loss of ADA pedestrian access to a transit stop, station,
or facilities is anticipated. On-street parking on the Project frontages will be temporarily restricted during
the construction period.

Temporary Loss of Bus Stops or Rerouting of Bus Lines

Bus stops are not located along the Project frontages on Whitsett Avenue, Valley Spring Lane or Bellaire
Avenue. A bus stop is located on the north side of Valley Spring Lane at the intersection of Whitsett
Avenue and Valley Spring Lane, and a bus stop is present on the east side of Whitsett Avenue
immediately south of Valleyheart Drive, but construction will not affect these bus stops as they are not
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HW River Park Project Draft Transportation Assessment
April 2021

located on the Project frontage. Temporary travel lane closures along Whitsett are anticipated but would
not require relocation of bus stops or rerouting of bus lines.

—y
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TABLE 13

HARVARD-WESTLAKE RIVER PARK PROJECT
CONSTRUCTION EVALUATION

Evaluation Criteria

|Assessment

Temporary Traffic Constraints:
» The length of time of temporary street closures or
closures of two or more traffic lanes;

 The classification of the street (major arterial, state
highway, substandard hillside local or collector, etc)

affected:
 The existing congestion levels on the affected street

segments and intersections;

» The operational constraints of substandard hillside

streets needina to access construction sites;
» Whether the affected street directly leads to a freeway

on- or off-ramp or other state highwav;
 Potential safety issues involved with street or lane

closures;

» The presence of emergency services (fire, hospital, etc.)
located nearby that regularly use the affected street.

Temporary Loss of Access:
 The length of time of any loss of pedestrian or bicycle

circulation past a construction area;
 The length of time of any loss of vehicular, bicycle, or

pedestrian access to a parcel fronting the construction

area;
 The length of time of any loss of ADA pedestrian

access to a transit station, stop, or facility;
* The availability of nearby vehicular or pedestrian

access within 4 mile of the lost access;
 The length of time any loss or impedance of access by

emergency vehicles or area residents to hillside

properties;
 The type of land uses affected, and related safety,

convenience, and/or economic issues.
Temporary Loss of Bus Stops or Rerouting of Bus Lines:

» The length of time that an existing bus stop would be
unavailable or that existing service would be interrupted;

 The availability of a nearby location (within %2 mile) to
which the bus stop or route can be temporarily relocated;

 The existence of other bus stops or routes with similar
routes/ destinations within a “amile radius of the affected

stons or routes:
» Whether the interruption would occur on a weekday,

weekend or holiday, and whether the existing bus route
tvnicallv nrovides carvice that/thace dav(c)

» Long-term closures to travel lanes are not anticipated to occur
during construction. Portions of Whitsett Avenue will be temporarily

closed for short-term durations to connect utilities
» Whitsett Avenue is classified as an Avenue Il and Valley Spring Lane

is classified as a local street.

 The intersection of Whitsett Avenue & Valley Spring Lane operates
at LOS C during both peak hours under Year 2020 baseline conditions
and is projected to operate at LOS C and D in the 3-4 PM and 5-6
PM peak hours (for both Non-Event and Event Scenarios),
respectively, under Future plus Project conditions.

» The construction site is not located in a hillside area.

» None of the affected streets directly lead to a freeway on- or off-

ramp or other state highwavs.
» Worksite traffic control plans would be prepared for any temporary

lane closures in accordance with applicable City and MUTCD

auidelines.
» There is one emergency service (LA Fire Station 78) located

immediately south of the Project Site on Valleyheart Drive and access

wotild not he restricted to this facilitv

* Portions of the sidewalk on Whitsett Avenue will be temporarily
closed for short-term durations to connect utilities. Trench plates
would be set each day to maintain sidewalk access during off hours.
Sidewalks along Valley Spring Lane will remain open. There is no
anticipated loss of ADA pedestrian access to a transit station, stop or
facility. The only potential loss of temporary access would be to the
Project Site itself.

 The bus stops along both sides of Whitsett Avenue at Valley Spring
Lane and the bus stop on the east side of Whitsett Avenue
immediately south of Valleyheart Drive would not be affected by the
Project construction.




4.5 Residential Street Cut-Through Analysis

This section presents the results of an analysis conducted regarding the potential for Project impacts on
local residential streets in neighborhoods near the Project. Residential streets were assessed for “excessive
burdens” using criteria established by the City of Los Angeles. The analysis was conducted on four local
residential street segments near the Project Site, which were selected in conjunction with the City of Los
Angeles as it was determined to have a greater likelihood of experiencing neighborhood cut-through
traffic from the Project.

Counts for one of the segments, Valley Spring Lane west of Whitsett Avenue, were collected in 2019 and

is thus available for this analysis. 24-hour machine counts were conducted on the analyzed street segment
of Valley Spring Lane, west of Whitsett Avenue, in February 2019. The 2019 volumes were grown by 0.6%
per year to reflect and analyze 2020 baseline conditions, which is the baseline year of the Project
consistent with the date of the notice of preparation of the environmental impact report. Future daily
traffic volumes were projected in a manner similar to the peak hour analysis of the study intersections,
including both ambient growth at 0.6% per year as well as anticipated traffic from related projects that
could be constructed by 2025. The net new Project trips were assigned to the street network based on the
Project trip distribution patterns in Figure 8 and were added to the Opening Year No Project projection to
obtain Opening Year Plus Project projections. Credit was applied for existing trips on this segment
associated with the Weddington Golf & Tennis site.

Three additional residential street segments were originally identified for residential street cut-through
analysis (Valley Spring Lane east of Whitsett Avenue, Woodbridge Avenue west of Whitsett Avenue, and
Woodbridge Avenue east of Whitsett Avenue) but, due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the shelter-in-
place orders by the Governor and the County, the manual collection of street segment counts was not
feasible at the time of this study. This is also in line with the guidance issued by LADOT in April 2020
regarding the foregoing of manual traffic count collection during the pandemic. Due to the unavailability
of counts for these segments, the analysis was conducted using the most restrictive evaluation criteria of
120 or more project-related increase in average daily traffic (ADT), as shown below.

Neighborhood Street Evaluation Criteria

Under the City of Los Angeles guidelines, a local residential street would be considered excessively
burdened if the new trips generated by the Project result in increases in ADT volumes as follows:

Pro;ecte(c::iﬁaDlT AVI\;;;\ Project Project-Related Increase in ADT
1to 999 120 or more
1,000 to 1,999 12% or more of final ADT
2,000 to 2,999 10% or more of final ADT
3,000 or more 8% or more of final ADT

Daily traffic volumes for the baseline conditions and projected Opening Year 2025 conditions are
summarized in Table 14.

;.
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Opening Year Plus Project Analysis

According to the results in Table 14, the Project is not projected to create an excessive burden on any of
the street segments in neither the Non-Event Scenario nor the Special Event Scenario. The projected
increase in weekday two-way daily volume as a result of the Project is below the impact threshold of 120
trips according to the City of Los Angeles’ criteria for residential street segments.

—y
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TABLE 14
HARVARD-WESTLAKE RIVER PARK PROJECT
NEIGHBORHOOD STREET IMPACT ANALYSIS - OPENING YEAR PLUS PROJECT ANALYSIS

Weekday Two-Way With Project - Non-Event Scenario With Project - Special Event Scenario
. Opening . Opening ) . . ] Opening . . .
Street Segment Baseline Project Project %  Evaluation Excessively [Project Project %  Evaluation Excessively
Year (2025) (_ . Year (2025) 1 ) Year (2025) 1
(2020) . Trips . Increase Criteria Burdened? |Trips . Increase Criteria Burdened?
No Project Plus Project Plus Project
Valley Spring Lane ) .
. 910 935 15 953 1.60% 120 Trips NO 23 961 2.40% 120 Trips NO
Between Babcock Ave and Whitsett Ave
Valley Spring Lane . .
i . ) 10 120 Trips NO 10 120 Trips NO
Between Whitsett Ave and Wilkinson Ave
Woodbridge Street ) )
] ) 25 120 Trips NO 49 120 Trips NO
Between Babcock Ave and Whitsett Ave
Woodbridge Street ) .
10 120 Trips NO 10 120 Trips NO

Between Whitsett Ave and Wilkinson Ave?

1. Uses City of Los Angeles evaluation criteria for residential street segments.

2. Baseline counts were not available at these locations due to COVID-19. Therefore, the most restrictive evaluation criteria (threshold of adding 120 project trips to the segment) was used for these locations.




5. Summary and Conclusions

The study was undertaken to analyze the potential traffic impacts of the Harvard-Westlake River Park

Project in the Studio City area of the City of Los Angeles. The following summarizes the results of this

analysis:

—y

The Project as analyzed in this study involves the following land uses:

°  An athletic and recreational facility for Harvard-Westlake School and for shared use with
community members.

This Project proposes two vehicle access driveways, as summarized below:

°  The northern driveway would be directly on Whitsett Avenue. This driveway would provide
access to the subterranean parking structure with 503 parking spaces. This driveway is
proposed as right-in/right-out only.

°  The southern driveway would be an extension of the Valleyheart Drive stub located off of
Whitsett Avenue, south of LAFD Station 78. This driveway would also provide access to the
subterranean parking structure, though it will only allow entry into the parking structure and
will restrict exiting from the parking structure., This driveway would also provide access for
passenger loading using a turnaround designed to accommodate buses, shuttles, and TNCs,
as well as to a surface parking lot with 29 parking stalls.

The Project features, location, and design would be consistent with all of the reviewed City plans,
programs, ordinances, and policies that support alternative transportation and have been
adopted to protect the environment.

Based on the Project land use and location, the Project would have a less than significant VMT
impact.

The Project is not projected to substantially increase hazards, conflicts, or preclude City action to
fulfill or implement projects associated with surrounding transportation networks and will
contribute to overall walkability through enhancements to the Project Site and streetscape.
Therefore, the Project would have a less than significant impact.

Per LADOT's interim Guidance, a freeway safety analysis was conducted for the two US 101 off-
ramps: The US 101 southbound off-ramp at Coldwater Canyon Avenue, and the US 101
northbound off-ramp at Coldwater Canyon Avenue. The Project is projected to have a less than
significant freeway safety impact.

The Project is not expected to have a direct or indirect effect that would lead to removal,
modification, or degradation of pedestrian, bicycle, or transit facilities.

The Project is expected to generate an increase in pedestrian volumes in the vicinity, which
currently lacks tactile warnings at intersection curb ramps. It is recommended that tactile warnings
and marked crosswalks be installed along at the intersections of Whitsett Avenue & Valley Spring
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Lane, Whitsett Avenue & Valleyheart Drive, Babcock Avenue & Valley Spring Lane, Beeman
Avenue & Valley Spring Lane, and Teesdale Avenue & Valley Spring Lane as part of the Project
improvements.

The site circulation and access assessment included analysis of five intersections, of which four
intersections operate under signal control and one intersection is stop-controlled. The HCM
methodology was used for signalized and unsignalized intersections.

On Non-Event days, the Project is projected to generate an estimated net increase of 68 vehicle
trips (75 inbound/-7 outbound) during the 3-4 PM peak hour and 89 vehicle trips (16 inbound/73
outbound) during the 5-6 PM peak hour.

On Special Event days, assuming the largest trip-generating event, the Project is projected to
generate an estimated net increase of 484 vehicle trips (18 inbound/466 outbound) during the 5-
6 PM peak hour.

Per the City's criteria, no instances were found of the Project causing or substantially contributing
to unacceptable queuing at nearby signalized intersections.

On Non-Event days, both the north driveway and the intersection of Whitsett Avenue &
Valleyheart Drive are projected to operate at LOS D or better during the 3-4 PM peak hour and
the 5-6 PM peak hour Opening Year Plus Project conditions. All movements are projected to have
a queue of 25 feet or less, and thus, none of these movements would experience unacceptable
queueing under these conditions.

On Special Event days, the eastbound movements at the southern Project driveway are projected
to experience unacceptable queueing under Opening Year (2025) Plus Project conditions. The LOS
for this driveway is projected to be LOS F. By applying the corrective action of prohibiting left
turns out of the south driveway on event days as part of an event traffic management plan, the
LOS would improve to LOS B and the queue would reduce to an acceptable length.

In order to minimize effects on access for LAFD between Val