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SCH # 2020090442

Project Title: Portsmouth Square Improvement Project

Lead Agency: San Francisco Planning Department

Contact Name: M€gan Calpin

megan.calpin@sfgov.org 628.652.7508

Email: Phone Number:

San Francisco San Francisco
City County

Project Location:

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).

The project sponsor, the San Francisco Recreation and Park Department, proposes to: renovate the existing park at
Portsmouth Square with a new children’s playground, exercise equipment, shade structures, seating areas, wayfinding,
signage, sidewalks, landscaping, terraces, ramps, and a new 8,300-square-foot clubhouse; demolish and remove the
pedestrian bridge spanning Kearny Street that connects Portsmouth Square to 750 Kearny Street, a 27-story hotel
building (currently managed as a Hilton Hotel), which includes the Chinese Culture Center on the third floor;
re-waterproof the roof of the Portsmouth Square Garage located underneath the park and portions of the adjacent streets
and sidewalks and seismically upgrade portions of the parking garage; and replace curb cuts and a portion of the streets
and sidewalks adjacent to Portsmouth Square for utility connections at the following intersections: Kearny and
Washington streets, Washington Street and Walter U. Lum Place, Walter U. Lum Place and Clay Street, and Clay and
Kearny streets.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.

The Draft EIR identifies a significant and unavoidable impact with respect to historic architectural resources because the
proposed project would demolish the existing pedestrian bridge spanning Kearny Street. The removal of the bridge
would result in the loss of the historically significant physical connection between Chinatown and the Chinese Culture
Center and the hotel at 750 Kearny Street provided by the pedestrian bridge. The project would also result in a
significant and unavoidable impact through demolition of this architecturally significant Brutalist pedestrian bridge
structure that was designed by two master architects and represents a rare property type in San Francisco.

Even with implementation of Mitigation Measures M-CR-1a through M-CR-1d, impacts on historic resources would be
significant and unavoidable with mitigation. These mitigation measures include:

- Mitigation Measure M-CR-1a: Public Interpretive Program Including Oral History

- Mitigation Measure M-CR-1b: Plan for Removal, Relocation, Storage, and Reinstallation of All Plaques and Monuments
- Mitigation Measure M-CR-1c: Documentation of Historical Resources

- Mitigation Measure M-CR-1d: Salvage Plan

\With implementation of Mitigation Measure M-CR-2: Archeological and Native American Monitoring, impacts on
archeological resources, including human remains, would be less than significant with mitigation.

Revised September 2011



continued

If applicable, describe any of the project's areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Open space

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

San Francisco Planning Commission

San Francisco Department of Building Inspection
San Francisco Public Works

San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency
San Francisco Public Utilities Commission

San Francisco Department of Public Health

San Francisco Arts Commission

San Francisco Recreation and Parks Commission

There are no other responsible or trustee agencies for the proposed project.
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Even with implementation of Mitigation Measures M-CR-1a through M-CR-1d, impacts on historic resources would be significant and unavoidable with mitigation. These mitigation measures include: 

- Mitigation Measure M-CR-1a: Public Interpretive Program Including Oral History
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With implementation of Mitigation Measure M-CR-2: Archeological and Native American Monitoring, impacts on archeological resources, including human remains, would be less than significant with mitigation.

 

With implementation of Mitigation Measure M-TCR-1: Tribal Cultural Resources Preservation Plan and Interpretive Program, impacts on tribal cultural resources would be less than significant with mitigation. 

 

With implementation of Mitigation Measure M-NO-1: Construction Noise Control, noise impacts would be less than significant with mitigation.
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