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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
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	Project Title: Palo Alto Flood Basin Tide Gate Structure Replacement Project
	Lead Agency: Santa Clara Valley Water District
	Contact Name: Alex Hunt
	Email: ahunt@valleywater.org
	Phone Number: (408) 630-3007
	Project Location: Palo Alto, Santa Clara County
	Project Description: Santa Clara Valley Water District (Valley Water) is proposing to replace the existing Palo Alto Flood Basin tide gate structure in order to maintain flood protection in the communities surrounding the flood basin and along the U.S. Highway 101 corridor. The Project would involve construction of a new 132-foot-wide tide gate structure slightly inboard (upstream) and southeast of the existing 113-foot-wide deteriorating tide gate structure, removal of the existing tide gate structure and levee, and construction of a new levee that ties into the new tide gate structure. Construction of the Project would occur in two phases with separate dewatering systems to allow continued operation of a tide gate throughout construction. Specific project elements include up to 2.3 miles of levee trail resurfacing (for access); installation of two sheet pile dewatering systems; construction of the new tide gate structure on a concrete foundation supported by drilled piles; demolition and removal of the existing tide gate structure and levee; and construction of a new levee connecting to the new tide gate structure.   Construction would span up to 5 years but would be limited to September 1 through January 31 annually to avoid and minimize impacts on biological resources. 
	Project's Effects: • Special-Status Species. Special-status plants, fish, and wildlife could be impacted during construction, resulting in direct mortality, injury, or disturbance. Implementation of Mitigation Measures (MM-) BIO-1 through MM-BIO-8 would reduce these impacts to a less than significant level.  These measures would require pre-construction surveys for special-status species, steps to avoid impacts if species are identified, biological monitoring, a worker environmental awareness training program, environmentally sensitive area fencing, raptor perching deterrents on temporary fencing, and a development and implementation of a fish exclusion and relocation plan. 
• Jurisdictional Wetlands. The Project would result in permanent impacts to approximately 0.09 acre of estuarine intertidal emergent wetlands (salt marsh) from the excavation of the existing levee.  MM-BIO-9 would reduce this impact to a less than significant level by requiring compensation to offset any permanent impacts to jurisdictional wetlands by implementing on-site or off-site preservation, creation, and/or restoration of aquatic resources, or through the purchase of mitigation credits from an agency-approved mitigation bank.
	Areas of Controversy: 1. Impacts on special-status species
2. Temporary closure of a portion of the Adobe Creek Loop Trail/Bay Trail
	List of Agencies: 1. California Department of Fish and Wildlife
2. San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board
3. San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission
4. City of Palo Alto


