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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
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	Project Title: City of Chico Vegetative Fuels Management Plan 
	Lead Agency: City of Chico
	Contact Name: Linda Herman - Park & Natural Resources Manager
	Email: linda.herman@chicoca.gov
	Phone Number: 530-896-7241
	Project Location: City-owned properties in Chico, Butte County (
	Project Description: The City of Chico Vegetative Fuels Management Plan (VFMP) outlines a framework for managing fuel loads and vegetation on City-owned properties to reduce the likelihood of a catastrophic wildfire. Implementation of the VFMP would involve thinning, pruning, grazing, prescribed burning, removal, herbicide use, and other modification of trees and vegetation within the VFMP area to reduce the likelihood of a wildfire occurring and to minimize/slow the spread of a wildfire should one occur. Vegetation management techniques to be employed at a specific site will be identified by the City during annual workplan development, which would identify specific treatment types, area or properties to be treated, implementation timing, and other monitoring and tracking needs. To minimize or mitigate impacts to resources in City parklands and greenways, the VFMP identifies Standard Project Requirements (SPRs) to be implemented during vegetation management activities and sets standards for desired conditions in different vegetation types.  The VFMP also identifies and describes in detail several priority projects at specific locations as examples of the kinds of vegetation management activities the City may implement in the future.
	Project's Effects: Biological Resources - Project activities could have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat modifications, or through cumulative impacts, on a plant species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special-status species in local or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife or the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  Mitigations include avoidance, obtaining and compliance with all regulatory permits, and purchase of compensatory credits, if necessary.Hydrological Resources - Project activities could cause hydrological adverse impacts or impacts to water quality through bank instability if they remove all the vegetation in a given streambank area, e.g. for Arundo donax removal projects.  To mitigate these impacts if the Little Chico Creek Arundo Eradication Project (key project # 6) is implemented, the City shall plant or cause to be planted native willow and other native vegetation along portions of Little Chico Creek where Arundo was formerly the dominant vegetation. Native plants should be planted directly into the arundo root ball at densities and protocols established as best practices for creeks similar to Little Chico Creek in the region and in compliance with regulatory permits.
	Areas of Controversy: Potential areas of concerns:  biological, and hydrological/water quality.
	List of Agencies: California Department of Fish & WildlifeCentral Valley Flood Protection BoardRegional Water Quality Control Board


