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Project Title:

Lead Agency:

Contact Name:

Email: Phone Number:

Project Location:

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
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	Project Title: Estrella River Farms LLC Minor Use Permit
	Lead Agency: County of San Luis Obispo
	Contact Name: Eric Hughes
	Email: ehughes@co.slo.ca.us
	Phone Number: 805.781.1591
	Project Location: Paso Robles, County of San Luis Obispo
	Project Description: A request by Estrella River Farms LLC for a Minor Use Permit (DRC2019-00189) to allow for the phased establishment of 3 acres of outdoor cannabis cultivation area within hoop structures on two parcels, totaling 79 acres. The project includes the use of an existing 2,170-square-foot structure for office and security monitoring uses. The project would result in approximately 130,680 square feet (3 acres) of site disturbance. Proposed earthwork would be limited to the installation of fencing and improvements to the existing driveway approach. The project would require the modification of the fencing standards set forth in LUO Section 22.40.050 to allow for the use of livestock fencing with no-climb mesh wiring and barbed wire to enclose four of the five cultivation areas. The project site is located within the Agriculture land use designation at 5165 Estrella River Road, approximately 1 mile northwest of the community of Whitley Gardens and 4 miles east of the city of Paso Robles in the El Pomar-Estrella subarea of the North County Planning Area. 
	Project's Effects:  The project includes the use of security lighting in a rural area and would have the potential to affect nighttime views of the area. Mitigation has been identified to require preparation and approval of a light pollution prevention plan prior to initiation of project activities. The project is located in an area that may support several special-status wildlife species; mitigation measures have therefore been identified to avoid, reduce, and compensate for potential impacts to these species and their habitats. The project would result in new water demand within an Area of Severe Decline within an LOS III groundwater basin; mitigation measures have been identified to require water use to be offset in accordance with local ordinance requirements prior to initiation of project activities. 
	Areas of Controversy: Local members of the public have raised concerns regarding security, aesthetics, water supply, and cumulative impacts on similar cannabis cultivation projects located in the project vicinity. No specific issues have been raised for the proposed project at this time. 
	List of Agencies: California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA)
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW)
San Luis Obispo County Air Pollution Control District (APCD)
Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB)


