Appendix C

Notice of Completion & Environmental Document Transmittal

Mail to: State Clearinghouse, P.O. Box 3044, Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 (916) 445-0613
For Hand Delivery/Street Address: 1400 Tenth Street, Sacramento, CA 95814

scH# 2020080321

Project Title: Stockton Diamond Grade Separation Project

Lead Agency: San Joaquin Regional Rail Commission
Mailing Address: 949 East Channel Street
City; Stockton

Contact Person: Kevin Sheridan
Phone: 209-944-6224

Zip: 95202 County: San Joaquin

Project Location: County: San Joaquin City/Nearest Community: Stockton
Cross Streets: Scotts/Aurora

Zip Code: 95205

Longitude/Latitude (degrees, minutes and seconds): 37 °56 48 N/ 121 °16 ' 33 "V Total Acres: ~100

Assessor's Parcel No.: multiple
Within 2 Miles:  State Hwy #: SR 4, 1-5, SR 99

Section: Twp.: Range: Base:
Waterways: Mormon Slough, San Joaquin River

Airports: Railways: UP, BNSF SChOOIS: Various (refer to project description attached)

Document Type:
CEQA: [] NoP [W] Draft EIR NEPA: [] NoI Other: [] Joint Document

] Early Cons [] Supplement/Subsequent EIR (] EA ] Final Document

] Neg Dec (Prior SCH No.) ] Draft EIS ] Other:

[] MitNeg Dec  Other: ] FONSI
Local Action Type:
[] General Plan Update [1 Specific Plan [] Rezone [] Annexation
[] General Plan Amendment [ ] Master Plan [] Prezone [] Redevelopment
[1 General Plan Element [] Planned Unit Development  [] Use Permit [] Coastal Permit

] Community Plan [] Site Plan [] Land Division (Subdivision, etc.) [M Other: Transportation Project
Development Type:

[] Residential: Units Acres

] Office: Sq.ft. Acres Employees Transportation: Type Grade Separation

] Commercial:Sq.ft. Acres Employees ] Mining: Mineral

] Industrial: ~ Sq.ft. Acres Employees ] Power: Type MW

[] Educational: [] Waste Treatment: Type MGD

[] Recreational: ] Hazardous Waste: Type

[] Water Facilities: Type MGD [] Other:

Project Issues Discussed in Document:

[m] Aesthetic/Visual [ Fiscal

] Agricultural Land (W] Flood Plain/Flooding
[ Air Quality [W] Forest Land/Fire Hazard
[ Archeological/Historical (W] Geologic/Seismic

[ Biological Resources [W] Minerals

[m] Recreation/Parks

(W] Schools/Universities
(W] Septic Systems (W] Water Supply/Groundwater
(W] Sewer Capacity (W] Wetland/Riparian

(W] Soil Erosion/Compaction/Grading [M] Growth Inducement

(W] Vegetation
(W] Water Quality

[] Coastal Zone

(W] Drainage/Absorption

[W] Economic/Jobs

(W] Noise (W] Solid Waste
(W] Population/Housing Balance [M] Toxic/Hazardous
(W] Public Services/Facilities  [M] Traffic/Circulation

(] Land Use
[W] Cumulative Effects
[W] Other; Energy , GHG

Present Land Use/Zoning/General Plan Designation:
Industrial (General and Limited)

Project Description: (please use a separate page if necessary)

The San Joaquin Regional Rail Commission (SJRRC) proposes to construct a grade separation of two principal railroad lines at the Stockton Diamond in Stockton, California. This
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) was prepared in conformance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). SJRRC, as the project sponsor, is the CEQA lead agency.

The Stockton Diamond Grade Separation Project (Project) is a critical passenger and freight mobility project. The current Altamont Corridor Express (ACE) and Amtrak San Joaquins
passenger rail services are constrained by the Stockton Diamond Interlock at-grade crossing, which can reduce reliability and on-time performance for both passenger and freight rail.
The grade separation would help improve the operational performance for SJRRC and the San Joaquin Joint Powers Authority (SJJPA) as they provide service between the Central
Valley, Sacramento, and the San Francisco Bay Area.

Please refer to attached project description for additional details.
Note: The State Clearinghouse will assign identification numbers for all new projects. If a SCH number already exists for a project (e.g. Notice of Preparation or

previous draft document) please fill in.
Revised 2010



Reviewing Agencies Checklist

Lead Agencies may recommend State Clearinghouse distribution by marking agencies below with and "X".
If you have already sent your document to the agency please denote that with an "S".

X Air Resources Board X____ Office of Historic Preservation

____ Boating & Waterways, Department of ______ Office of Public School Construction
California Emergency Management Agency ___ Parks & Recreation, Department of

X California Highway Patrol __ Pesticide Regulation, Department of

X Caltrans District # 10 X____ Public Utilities Commission

_____ Caltrans Division of Aeronautics X Regional WQCB#5
Caltrans Planning ___ Resources Agency

X Central Valley Flood Protection Board ___ Resources Recycling and Recovery, Department of

____ Coachella Valley Mtns. Conservancy ______ S.F. Bay Conservation & Development Comm.

____ Coastal Commission __ San Gabriel & Lower L.A. Rivers & Mtns. Conservancy

______ Colorado River Board ______SanJoaquin River Conservancy

___ Conservation, Department of ______ Santa Monica Mtns. Conservancy
Corrections, Department of X State Lands Commission

X Delta Protection Commission _____ SWRCB: Clean Water Grants

__ Education, Department of X SWRCB: Water Quality
Energy Commission ______ SWRCB: Water Rights

X Fish & Game Region# 2 _____ Tahoe Regional Planning Agency

___ Food & Agriculture, Department of X Toxic Substances Control, Department of

___ Forestry and Fire Protection, Department of X Water Resources, Department of

__ General Services, Department of

___ Health Services, Department of X Other: California Transportation Commission
Housing & Community Development Other:

X Native American Heritage Commission

Local Public Review Period (to be filled in by lead agency)

Starting Date March 15, 2021 Ending Date April 28, 2021

Lead Agency (Complete if applicable):

Consulting Firm: HDR Engineering, Inc Applicant: San Joaquin Regional Rail Commission

Address: 100 Pringle Avenue, Suite 400 Address: 949 East Channel Street

City/State/Zip: Walnut Creek, CA 94597 City/State/Zip: Stockton, CA 95202

Contact: Cathy LaFata Phone: 209-944-6224

Phone: 510-368-9517

Signature of Lead Agency Representative: =g D a6 oo Date: 3/12/2021

Authority cited: Section 21083, Public Resources Code. Reference: Section 21161, Public Resources Code.
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Stockton Diamond Grade Separation Project Description:

The San Joaquin Regional Rail Commission (SJRRC) proposes to construct a grade separation of two
principal railroad lines at the Stockton Diamond in Stockton, California. This Environmental Impact
Report (EIR) was prepared in conformance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). SJIRRC,
as the project sponsor, is the CEQA lead agency.

The Stockton Diamond Grade Separation Project (Project) is a critical passenger and freight mobility
project. The current Altamont Corridor Express (ACE) and Amtrak San Joaquins passenger rail services
are constrained by the Stockton Diamond Interlock at-grade crossing, which can reduce reliability and
on-time performance for both passenger and freight rail. The grade separation would help improve the
operational performance for SJRRC and the San Joaquin Joint Powers Authority (SJJPA) as they provide
service between the Central Valley, Sacramento, and the San Francisco Bay Area. Figure shows the
general regional project location. Figure 2 shows the Project Area.

Currently, the BNSF Railway (BNSF) Stockton Subdivision and the Union Pacific Railroad (UP) Fresno
Subdivision consist of two main tracks each, and they intersect each other at a level, at-grade crossing
known as the Stockton Diamond. This rail intersection, located just south of Downtown Stockton near
South Aurora Street and East Scotts Avenue, is the busiest at-grade railway junction in California. The at-
grade crossing experiences substantial congestion and delays service for people and freight throughout
the Central Valley—and for freight on the broader national network. The current, at-grade configuration
of the tracks results in critical delays to passenger and freight trains in the area, including those serving
the Port of Stockton. Train congestion also causes vehicle delays at roadway-rail crossings and creates
potential motor vehicle, rail, bicycle, and pedestrian conflicts.

The proposed Project would construct a grade separation of the BNSF and UP rail lines to reduce rail
congestion and allow passenger and freight rail traffic to flow uninterrupted through the crossing. The
reduction in rail congestion would reduce delays for passenger and freight rail providers and improve
freight mobility, which may lead to lower costs for freight shipping and reduce travel times for motor
vehicle, bicyclist, and pedestrian traffic. The reduction in train congestion and motor vehicle wait times
at these roadway-rail grade crossings would reduce locomotive and automobile idling and air emissions.

The proposed Project’s public benefits would extend to motorists, pedestrians, rail passengers, freight
shippers, and residents throughout the region. Additional benefits would include reduced fuel
consumption, lower freight rail transportation costs, and improved travel times and reliability.

Passenger and commuter rail reliability is essential for those residing and working in the region,
especially those in rural communities who need improved access to essential services and economic
centers. The proposed Project is aligned with San Joaquin County’s goals to enhance existing rail
infrastructure and to improve the rail network efficiency and capacity—including safe, reliable
transportation choices—while also improving the local economy through economic growth, job
retention, and job creation.

The nearest school to the Project site is Jane Frederick Continuation High School, which is approximately
0.04 miles to the northeast of the Project construction limits. Other educational facilities in the hazards
and hazardous materials RSA, all located east of Stanislaus Street, include: TEAM Charter School and
Academy, Creative Child Care at TEAM Charter, and Gleason Park Head Start.



Figure 1: Regional Location
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Figure 2: Project Area
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