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NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

State of California
The Natural Resources Agency
California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection

PROJECT TITLE Highway 36 West Fuels Reduction Project

PROJECT Within the ROW of the North and South sides of Highway 36 West. COUNTY  Tehama
LOCATION T27N R4W, Sec. 2, 3,4,5,6 T27N R5W, Sec. 1, 2, 3,4,5

LEAD AGENCY California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE)

CONTACT Dawn Pedersen - TGU

ADDRESS Forester |1 PHONE  (530) 528-5106

604 Antelope Blvd.
Red Bluff, CA 96080

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Highway 36 West is a major highway connecting rural homes to the town of Red Bluff. The goal of this project is to reduce fuels
immediately adjacent to the highway that increase risks of roadside starts. This project will reduce the risk of a damaging fire to
approximately 890 housing units and several thousands of acres of valuable rangeland. This project will use fire apparatus, hand
tools, chainsaws, and firing techniques to develop defensible fuel profiles for residents of Tehama County. The project area is
located northwest of Red Bluff primarily in the CALTRANS right of way (ROW), involving some private property as needed,
along both sides of Highway 36 W. from mile marker 38.3 to 28.8. The project area is located within the Very High Fire Hazard
Severity Zone, which identifies this area of high risk for large scale wildland fires.

Hand crews will manually reduce fuels using hand tools and chainsaws. Cut vegetation may be chipped and scattered, or lopped,
piled and burned. The treatment area will primarily be within the ROW ranging from 50’ to 75’. In the absence of a ROW, CAL
FIRE will seek permission to treat approximately 50 feet of private property from the highway edge. Treatment methods will
entail cutting brush, thinning and removing live trees (10” DBH. and under) and downed trees, decreasing unnatural levels of
ladder fuels and burning annual grass. Trees within the project area will have branches pruned up to 8’ above ground level
resulting in a minimum live crown cover of 50% in densely canopied areas. The total project area is 169 acres along 9 miles of
highway. This project may require maintenance which would consist of burning annual grass regrowth.

Project work will likely begin in the Spring of 2021, but could be started Summer 2020. This project is estimated to be completed
within 4-5 days likely using night time burns.

EXEMPTION STATUS

Categorical Exemption  Cjass 4 § 15304(i)- Minor
alterations to Land
Statutory Exemption (state code section):

Ministerial (§21080(b)(1); 15268)
Declared Emergency (§21080(b)(3); 15269(a))
Emergency Project (§21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c))

N I

REASONS PROJECT IS EXEMPT

This project fits under portions of Class 4 Section 15304 (¢) & (f) — Minor alterations to Land

Field review by CAL FIRE staff confirmed that no exceptions apply that would preclude the use of a notice of exemption for this
project. The Department has concluded that no significant environmental impact would occur to aesthetics, agriculture and
forestland or timberland, air quality, biological resources, cultural resources, energy, geology and soils, greenhouse gas emissions,
hazards and hazardous materials, hydrology and water quality, land use planning, mineral resources, noise, population and
housing, public services, recreation, transportation or traffic, utilities and service systems, or to wildfire. Documentation of the
environmental review completed by the Department is kept on file at CAL FIRE’s Tehama-Glenn Unit Headquarters.

DATE RECEIVED FOR FILING

Mattlow Keischoman 8/19/2020

Mathew Reischman, Asst. Deputy Director Date
California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection





