
 

 

 

Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board 
 

California Environmental Quality Act 
Notice of Exemption for  

Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality Certification 

To: Office of Planning and Research From: California Regional Water Quality Control Board 
 400 Tenth Street, Room 121 Central Valley Region, Redding Office 
 Sacramento, CA 95814 364 Knollcrest Drive, Suite 205 
  Redding, CA 96002 

Date: 14 August 2020 

Project Title:  UPRR Valley Subdivision Mile Post 310.34 Bridge Replacement 

Project Location - Specific: Section 8, T37N, R4W 
 Castella, CA 
 Latitude: 41.079729° and Longitude: -122.351478° 

Project Location - County: Shasta County 

Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project: 
The purpose of the project is to replace the existing 1-span, 163-foot-long through truss 
pinned open deck bridge. The existing bridge, constructed in 1929, has outlived its useful 
life and must be replaced for continued and improved passenger and freight rail service 
in the region. The bridge was damaged as the result of a derailment in 2017 and 
underwent emergency repairs and rehabilitation. For these reasons, bridge replacement 
is required for continued service on the Valley Subdivision. 

Name of Public Agencies Approving Project: 
Federal Agencies: The project requires authorization under U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, Sacramento District. Clean Water Act Section 404, Nationwide Permit  
No. 14, Linear Transportation. 

State Agency approval for Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality Certification: 
California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Central Valley Region, Redding Office. 
WDID No. 5A45CR00595. 
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Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: 
Steve Cheney 
Union Pacific Railroad 
1400 Douglas Street, STOP 0910 
Omaha, NE 68173 

Exempt Status: 
The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Central Valley Region has 
determined that the Project is categorically exempt from review under CEQA pursuant to 
California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Article 19, section 15275, Specified Mass 
Transit Projects, which includes the institution or increase of passenger or commuter 
service on rail lines or high-occupancy vehicle lanes already in use, including the 
modernization of existing stations and parking facilities. 

Reasons why Project is Exempt: 
This project is Categorically Exempt under CEQA section 15275 because it involves the 
replacement and reconstruction of passenger service rail lines already in use. The 
existing one-span bridge has outlived its useful life and will be replaced with a new one
span bridge. 

Federal Lead Agency Contact Person: Area Code/Telephone/Extension: 
Matthew Roberts, (530) 223-9538 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Redding 

State Lead Agency Contact Person: Area Code/Telephone/Extension: 
Lynn Coster, Senior Environmental Scientist (530) 224-2437 
Chief Storm Water and Water Quality Certification Unit 
Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board 
Redding Branch Office 

Signature: ~ (_~ 

Title: Senior Environmental Scientist 

cc: Steve Cheney, Union Pacific Railroad, Omaha, NE 
Doug Anderson, Arcadis, Highlands Ranch, CO 
Matthew Roberts, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Redding 
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