
SCH Notice of Completion & Environmental Document Transmittal 

City of Riverside – Sycamore Hills Distribution Center SCH # 2020079023 

Project Description: 

The Sycamore Hills Distribution Center Project proposes development of two warehouse buildings and 
associated improvements including parking, fire lanes, fencing and walls (including retaining walls), 
landscaping, and water quality treatment areas. The Project proposes subdividing the site into two 
numbered parcels (Parcels 1 and 2) and three lettered parcels (Parcels A, B, and C). 

Parcel 1 is proposed to be developed with Building A, a 400,000 square foot warehouse, and Parcel 2 with 
Building B, a 203,100 square foot warehouse, for a combined total of 603,100 square feet of warehouse. 
Both warehouse buildings are proposed for high cube transload short-term use, primarily for the short-
term storage and/or consolidation of manufactured goods (and to a lesser extent, raw materials), usually 
on pallet loads or larger handling products prior to their distribution to retail locations or other 
warehouses. A typical high cube warehouse has a high level of on-site automation and logistics 
management.  No refrigeration use is proposed. 

Parcels A and B contain the existing 11.6-acre Restricted Property that landlocks Parcel 1. The proposed 
Project includes modifications to the Restricted Property to create a driveway to connect Parcel 1/Building 
A to Alessandro Boulevard. The Project proposes to expand the Restricted Property by a net 0.63-acre, for 
a total acreage of 12.23 acres.  

A trailhead parking lot is proposed on Parcel C, totaling 1.18 acres, for access to the Sycamore Canyon 
Wilderness Park. Improvements include a parking lot, sidewalk, shade structure, bike rack, drinking 
fountain, fencing, and a Fire Department access gate. Parcel C will be dedicated to the City. 

The Project would require the following environmental review and entitlements: 

• Environmental Impact Report (EIR) (P20-0024); 

• Parcel Map (PM) No. 36734 (P20-0025) – to subdivide 48.64 gross acres into 5 parcels; 

• Minor Conditional Use Permit (MCUP) (P19-0626) – to allow for warehouses greater than 400,000 
square feet in size; 

• Variances (VR) (P20-0258) – to allow the installation of two combination retaining/ freestanding walls 
wherein the retaining portion exceeds the City of Riverside Municipal Code’s (RMC) maximum 
allowable height of 4 feet and to allow combination retaining/ freestanding walls wherein the overall 
height exceeds the RMC’s maximum allowable overall height of 10 feet. A variance is also required to 
allow 388 parking spaces, where 430 parking spaces are required by the RMC;  

• Grading Exception (GE) (P20-282) – to allow retaining walls that exceed 6 feet in vertical height 
allowed by the Grading Code; and 

• Design Review (DR) (P19-0627) – for the proposed site design and building elevations. 

 


