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The State Water Board has prepared draft General Waste Discharge Requirements for Winery Process Water (General 
Order) available statewide to regulate the discharges the land application of winery process water with a potential 
threat to water quality. The General Order will cover discharges of winery process water to land starting at 10,000 
gallons per year and can cover larger discharges (e.g., 100,000,000 gallons per year). The General Order includes 
minimum treatment levels, monitoring, and management practices based on the number of gallons of winery process 
water discharged per year. The General Order also requires compliance with regional water quality control board water 
quality control plans (Basin Plans), applicable statewide water quality plans or policies, mitigation measures required by 
this General Order, and future site-specific CEQA evaluations. The General Order will be used by the regional water 
quality control boards to streamline permitting of wineries discharging process water to land and increase water quality 
protection from these discharges statewide.

New or expanding wineries conducting excavation may impact Tribal Cultural Resources if not mitigated. New or 
expanding wineries with General Order coverage are required to comply with the General Order mitigation measures and 
project-specific California Environmental Quality Act requirements for winery activities which may disturb ground leading 
to inadvertent discoveries of Tribal Cultural Resources. A winery conducting excavation work is required to a) notify the 
Native American Heritage Commission and affected tribes upon an inadvertent discovery of a Tribal Cultural Resource, 
b) comply with Health and Safety Codes section 7050.5 and Public Resource Code section 5097.98 in the discovery of
human remains, c) implement general mitigation measures to avoid impacts to Tribal Cultural Resources during
excavation (e.g. fence of sensitive areas, worker training), and d) compliance with related provisions in the California
Environmental Quality Act. Tribal Cultural Resource is defined in Public Resources Code section 21074 as either a site,
feature, place, cultural landscape that is geographically defined in terms of the size and scope of the landscape, sacred
place, or object with cultural value to a California Native American tribe.
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Wine making is a large component of the California economy, however, wine making also generates process water with 
the potential to degrade groundwater quality depending on winery-specific activities, size, and treatment processes. The 
primary winery process water constituents of concern for groundwater quality are nitrogen, salinity, and biochemical 
oxygen demand (BOD). The General Order will apply statewide and includes requirements to ensure winery operations 
will not adversely impact water quality.

This General Order has been developed to streamline statewide permitting of winery process water discharges to land, 
to achieve statewide consistency, and to allow regional water quality control boards to focus their resources on 
compliance instead of individual or regional order development. The General Order provides protection of groundwater 
quality while considering the compliance impact to industry by providing wineries flexibility in selecting compliance 
methods that best fit their site-specific situation and tiers the compliance requirements to the winery size and associated 
threat to water quality.

There are an estimated 3,600 bonded wineries in California and an estimated 2,100 of these will be subject to the 
General Order. Currently, there are only about 540 wineries or 15 percent currently permitted by the Water Boards. Staff 
estimates that many of the unpermitted wineries will have an upfront cost to update treatment systems and commence 
monitoring to comply with the General Order.
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