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Friday, January 31, 2020 
 
Andrew Salas, Chairperson 
Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians-Kizh Nation 
P.O. Box 393 
Covina CA, 91723 
 
 
RE: AB-52 Consultation Request for the State Route (SR) 57/60 Confluence at Grand 
Avenue and Golf Course Project, City of Diamond Bar, Los Angeles County, 
California. 
 
Chairman Salas: 
 
The San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments (SGVCOG) is the Lead Agency for 
environmental review of the SR 57/60 Confluence at Grand Avenue and Golf Course 
Project (Project) located at 22751 Golden Springs Drive in the City of Diamond Bar, 
California. The Project is approximately 173 acres. The Project is bordered to the 
northwest by SR 57/60, to the southeast and east by Golden Springs Dr., and to the 
northeast by South Prospector Rd. Grand Ave. bifurcates the Golf Course. 
Specifically, The Project is in Sections 3, 9, 10, and 16 of Township 2 South, Range 
9 West, of the USGS San Dimas, Calif. 7.5-minute quadrangle map (Attachments 1-
3). This Project will comply with CEQA regulations. 
 
The SGVCOG and the Los Angeles County Department of Parks and Recreation and 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority propose to renovate the Diamond Bar Golf 
Course (Golf Course). Grand Avenue divides the existing Golf Course into two parts. 
There are currently six existing holes on the western part of the course and 12 holes 
on the eastern part of the course. An existing golf cart tunnel beneath Grand Avenue 
connects the two parts (i.e., west and east).  
 
Planned freeway improvements would permanently incorporate 9.4 acres of the Golf 
Course, reducing the Golf Course from 171.3 acres to 161.9 acres and require the 
demolition of an existing maintenance facility. The Final Environmental Impact 
Report (EIR)/Finding Of No Significant Impact (FONSI) for the SR-57/SR-60 
Confluence at Grand Avenue Project included mitigation measures to reconfigure the 
Golf Course so that it continues to function as an 18-hole golf course and the user 
experience is not diminished. 
 
The proposed Project would realign and reconfigure six holes in the western part of 
the course and three in the eastern part of the course. This includes reconstructing 
bunkers and tee and green complexes for all holes. Holes 1, 2, 3, 4, 8, and 9 would be 

            
           

               
 

          
                 

       



  
 
reconstructed in their entirety with new fairways, bunkers, and tee and green 
complexes. The proposed Project would increase the overall existing course yardage 
from 6,801 yards to 6,848 yards. The total course par would remain unchanged at 72. 
 
The following features of the Golf Course would be reconfigured: 

• Holes 1, 2, 3, 4, 8 and 9 will be reconstructed in their entirety with new 
fairways, bunkers, and tee and green complexes. 

• All remaining 18 tee complexes would be renovated. 
• All remaining 18 green complexes, including greenside sand bunkers, would 

be renovated or reconstructed. 
• All fairway sand bunkers would be renovated or reconstructed. 
• Approximately 2,600 linear feet of existing concrete gutters would be 

removed (excavation depth of six inches) and replaced with approximately 
7,676 linear feet of underground, low-flow drainage pipes across fairways and 
driving ranges (excavation depth of three feet and installation depth of two 
feet). 

• The existing wall-to-wall cart path system would be retained; however, the 
exiting concrete cart paths would be reconfigured and replaced. 

• The practice putting green would be reconstructed. 
• The existing Hole 9 green complex would be converted to a practice pitching 

green with sand bunkers. 
• The practice range tee would be located approximately 50 feet farther south to 

create a safer relationship between the practice range and Hole 2. 
• Approximately 1,400 linear feet of concrete channel surface drains that bisect 

various holes throughout the golf course would be replaced with a drainpipe 
and covered with soil and grass (excavation depth of two feet). 

• Protective netting and trees would be installed as required for safety and 
playability at the golf course. Existing netting adjacent to SR-57/SR-60 would 
be removed. Approximately 130-feet tall netting would be installed along the 
west side of the proposed Hole 8 (existing Hole 7) to prevent golf balls from 
reaching the freeway. Netting would also be installed along the proposed 
Holes 2 and 9 and along the practice range. 

• The existing maintenance facility, which is located adjacent to SR-57/60, 
would be demolished. A new maintenance facility would be constructed 
approximately 700 feet west of the existing maintenance facility. The new 
maintenance facility would be up to 40,000 square feet in overall size and 
would include a maintenance building of up to 9,000 square feet. Water, 
power, and sewer utilities would be installed to serve the new maintenance 
facility.  

• The Project would require the removal of between 150 to 200 trees, including 
approximately one oak tree. Indigenous oak trees with a diameter of 25 inches 
or more in circumference would be replaced at a 2:1 ratio in the same general 
area where the oak trees were removed. Replacement trees would be at least 
15-gallon size specimens, measuring at least one-inch in diameter, and be 
from seed sources collected in Los Angeles County or Ventura County. 

 
 
 
 

 



We are contacting you because the Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians-Kizh Nation 
requested to be notified and provided information, under the provisions of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Public Resources Code section 21080.3.1 
subdivisions [b], [d] and [e]), also known as AB 52, regarding projects with the 
jurisdiction and within the traditional territory of your Tribe. Please consider this letter 
and preliminary Project information as the formal notification of the proposed Project. 
The SGVCOG is requesting to consult with your Tribe in order to identify tribal cultural 
resources that may be impacted by the proposed Project.  
 
DUKE CRM has been retained to assist the SGVCOG with a cultural resource 
assessment. DUKE CRM conducted a preliminary records search at the South-Central 
Coastal Information Center (SCCIC) in April 2019 and an updated records search in 
January 2020. The results of the preliminary search indicate no cultural resources have 
been recorded within the Project; however, four prehistoric archaeological sites are 
located within one mile of the Project. Three of these sites, CA-LAN-852, -853, and -854 
are small lithic artifact scatters. Recorded in 1988, one site, CA-LAN-1414, is also a 
small artifact scatter recorded but it underwent Phase II testing and evaluation in 2003, 
during which most of the surface artifact scatter was not relocated. The Phase II 
excavation recovered a sparse subsurface scatter of lithic flakes and ground stone tool 
fragments. CA-LAN-1414 was found to not be a significant resource as it lacked 
integrity due to mixing of soils from cattle in the upper 40-50 cm of the soil profile. 
DUKE CRM conducted a combined intensive and reconnaissance pedestrian survey of 
the Project area in November 2019 and no cultural resources were observed.  
 
A Sacred Lands File search was requested from the Native American Heritage 
Commission in April 2019 which was positive for Sacred Lands. 

RESPONSES AND COMMENTS 
The SGVCOG would appreciate receiving any comments, issues and/or concerns 
relating to tribal cultural resources within the Project area. All information will be kept 
confidential. 
 
Please respond within 30 days, pursuant to PRC 21080.3.1(d) to consult on this Project. 
If you have any questions or concerns with the Project, please do not hesitant to contact 
the SGVCOG at the information provided below:  
 
Mark Christoffels, Director of Capital Projects / Chief EngineerSan Gabriel Valley 
Council of Governments 
1000 S. Fremont Avenue 
Unit 42; Building A-10N, Suite 10-210 
Alhambra, CA 91803 
Phone: (626) 457-1800 
mchristoffels@sgvcog.org  
Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

 
Sincerely,  
 
Mark Christoffels, Director of Capital Projects / Chief Engineer 
 
Attachments:   Project Maps 
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Map 2- Project Location
SR 57/SR 60 Confluence at Grand Ave. Project, C-0310
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Friday, January 31, 2020 
 
Anthony Morales, Chairperson 
Gabrieleno/Tongva San Gabriel Band of Mission Indians 
P.O. Box 693 
San Gabriel CA, 91778 
 
 
RE: AB-52 Consultation Request for the State Route (SR) 57/60 Confluence at Grand 
Avenue and Golf Course Project, City of Diamond Bar, Los Angeles County, 
California. 
 
Chairman Morales: 
 
The San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments (SGVCOG) is the Lead Agency for 
environmental review of the SR 57/60 Confluence at Grand Avenue and Golf Course 
Project (Project) located at 22751 Golden Springs Drive in the City of Diamond Bar, 
California. The Project is approximately 173 acres. The Project is bordered to the 
northwest by SR 57/60, to the southeast and east by Golden Springs Dr., and to the 
northeast by South Prospector Rd. Grand Ave. bifurcates the Golf Course. 
Specifically, The Project is in Sections 3, 9, 10, and 16 of Township 2 South, Range 
9 West, of the USGS San Dimas, Calif. 7.5-minute quadrangle map (Attachments 1-
3). This Project will comply with CEQA regulations. 
 
The SGVCOG and the Los Angeles County Department of Parks and Recreation and 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority propose to renovate the Diamond Bar Golf 
Course (Golf Course). Grand Avenue divides the existing Golf Course into two parts. 
There are currently six existing holes on the western part of the course and 12 holes 
on the eastern part of the course. An existing golf cart tunnel beneath Grand Avenue 
connects the two parts (i.e., west and east).  
 
Planned freeway improvements would permanently incorporate 9.4 acres of the Golf 
Course, reducing the Golf Course from 171.3 acres to 161.9 acres and require the 
demolition of an existing maintenance facility. The Final Environmental Impact 
Report (EIR)/Finding Of No Significant Impact (FONSI) for the SR-57/SR-60 
Confluence at Grand Avenue Project included mitigation measures to reconfigure the 
Golf Course so that it continues to function as an 18-hole golf course and the user 
experience is not diminished. 
 
The proposed Project would realign and reconfigure six holes in the western part of 
the course and three in the eastern part of the course. This includes reconstructing 
bunkers and tee and green complexes for all holes. Holes 1, 2, 3, 4, 8, and 9 would be 

            
           

               
 

          
                 



 would be reconstructed in their entirety with new fairways, bunkers, and tee and 
green complexes. The proposed Project would increase the overall existing course 
yardage from 6,801 yards to 6,848 yards. The total course par would remain 
unchanged at 72. 
 
The following features of the Golf Course would be reconfigured: 

• Holes 1, 2, 3, 4, 8 and 9 will be reconstructed in their entirety with new 
fairways, bunkers, and tee and green complexes. 

• All remaining 18 tee complexes would be renovated. 
• All remaining 18 green complexes, including greenside sand bunkers, would 

be renovated or reconstructed. 
• All fairway sand bunkers would be renovated or reconstructed. 
• Approximately 2,600 linear feet of existing concrete gutters would be 

removed (excavation depth of six inches) and replaced with approximately 
7,676 linear feet of underground, low-flow drainage pipes across fairways and 
driving ranges (excavation depth of three feet and installation depth of two 
feet). 

• The existing wall-to-wall cart path system would be retained; however, the 
exiting concrete cart paths would be reconfigured and replaced. 

• The practice putting green would be reconstructed. 
• The existing Hole 9 green complex would be converted to a practice pitching 

green with sand bunkers. 
• The practice range tee would be located approximately 50 feet farther south to 

create a safer relationship between the practice range and Hole 2. 
• Approximately 1,400 linear feet of concrete channel surface drains that bisect 

various holes throughout the golf course would be replaced with a drainpipe 
and covered with soil and grass (excavation depth of two feet). 

• Protective netting and trees would be installed as required for safety and 
playability at the golf course. Existing netting adjacent to SR-57/SR-60 would 
be removed. Approximately 130-feet tall netting would be installed along the 
west side of the proposed Hole 8 (existing Hole 7) to prevent golf balls from 
reaching the freeway. Netting would also be installed along the proposed 
Holes 2 and 9 and along the practice range. 

• The existing maintenance facility, which is located adjacent to SR-57/60, 
would be demolished. A new maintenance facility would be constructed 
approximately 700 feet west of the existing maintenance facility. The new 
maintenance facility would be up to 40,000 square feet in overall size and 
would include a maintenance building of up to 9,000 square feet. Water, 
power, and sewer utilities would be installed to serve the new maintenance 
facility.  

• The Project would require the removal of between 150 to 200 trees, including 
approximately one oak tree. Indigenous oak trees with a diameter of 25 inches 
or more in circumference would be replaced at a 2:1 ratio in the same general 
area where the oak trees were removed. Replacement trees would be at least 
15-gallon size specimens, measuring at least one-inch in diameter, and be 
from seed sources collected in Los Angeles County or Ventura County. 

 
 
 
 

 



We are contacting you because the Gabrieleno/Tongva San Gabriel Band of Mission 
Indians requested to be notified and provided information, under the provisions of the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Public Resources Code section 
21080.3.1 subdivisions [b], [d] and [e]), also known as AB 52, regarding projects with 
the jurisdiction and within the traditional territory of your Tribe. Please consider this 
letter and preliminary Project information as the formal notification of the proposed 
Project. The SGVCOG is requesting to consult with your Tribe in order to identify tribal 
cultural resources that may be impacted by the proposed Project.  
 
DUKE CRM has been retained to assist the SGVCOG with a cultural resource 
assessment. DUKE CRM conducted a preliminary records search at the South-Central 
Coastal Information Center (SCCIC) in April 2019 and an updated records search in 
January 2020. The results of the preliminary search indicate no cultural resources have 
been recorded within the Project; however, four prehistoric archaeological sites are 
located within one mile of the Project. Three of these sites, CA-LAN-852, -853, and -854 
are small lithic artifact scatters. Recorded in 1988, one site, CA-LAN-1414, is also a 
small artifact scatter recorded but it underwent Phase II testing and evaluation in 2003, 
during which most of the surface artifact scatter was not relocated. The Phase II 
excavation recovered a sparse subsurface scatter of lithic flakes and ground stone tool 
fragments. CA-LAN-1414 was found to not be a significant resource as it lacked 
integrity due to mixing of soils from cattle in the upper 40-50 cm of the soil profile. 
DUKE CRM conducted a combined intensive and reconnaissance pedestrian survey of 
the Project area in November 2019 and no cultural resources were observed.  
 
A Sacred Lands File search was requested from the Native American Heritage 
Commission in April 2019 which was positive for Sacred Lands. 

RESPONSES AND COMMENTS 
The SGVCOG would appreciate receiving any comments, issues and/or concerns 
relating to tribal cultural resources within the Project area. All information will be kept 
confidential. 
 
Please respond within 30 days, pursuant to PRC 21080.3.1(d) to consult on this Project. 
If you have any questions or concerns with the Project, please do not hesitant to contact 
the SGVCOG at the information provided below:  
 
Mark Christoffels, Director of Capital Projects / Chief EngineerSan Gabriel Valley 
Council of Governments 
1000 S. Fremont Avenue 
Unit 42; Building A-10N, Suite 10-210 
Alhambra, CA 91803 
Phone: (626) 457-1800 
mchristoffels@sgvcog.org  
Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

 
Sincerely,  
 
Mark Christoffels, Director of Capital Projects / Chief Engineer 
 
Attachments:   Project Maps 
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Nick Hearth

From: Megan Wilson
Sent: Monday, February 24, 2020 2:36 PM
To: admin@gabrielenoindians.org
Cc: Nick Hearth
Subject: AB-52 Consultation Request (Follow up) for the State Route (SR) 57/60 Confluence at 

Grand Avenue and Golf Course Project, City of Diamond Bar, Los Angeles County, 
California

Attachments: AB52 SR57_60 Renovation and Golf Course Project_SALAS_EMAIL.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Good afternoon, 
Please see the digital version of an AB52 request for consultation, regarding the State Route (SR) 57/60 Confluence at 
Grand Avenue and Golf Course Project. The attached letter was originally sent out via Certified Mail on January 31, 2020. 
You may respond to this email, or directly to the lead agency contact. Their information is provided below: 
 
Mark Christoffels, Director of Capital Projects / Chief EngineerSan Gabriel Valley Council of Governments 
1000 S. Fremont Avenue 
Unit 42; Building A-10N, Suite 10-210 
Alhambra, CA 91803 
Phone: (626) 457-1800 
mchristoffels@sgvcog.org 
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter, 
 
Megan Wilson, M.A., RPA 
Archaeologist/GIS Analyst  
meganwilson@dukecrm.com  
 
Duke Cultural resourCes ManageMent 

 
18 Technology Dr., Ste. 103 
Irvine, CA 92618 
949-356-6563 
www.dukecrm.com  
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Nick Hearth

From: Megan Wilson
Sent: Monday, February 24, 2020 2:38 PM
To: GTTribalcouncil@aol.com
Cc: Nick Hearth
Subject: AB-52 Consultation Request (Follow up) for the State Route (SR) 57/60 Confluence at 

Grand Avenue and Golf Course Project, City of Diamond Bar, Los Angeles County, 
California

Attachments: AB52 SR57_60 Renovation and Golf Course Project_MORALES_EMAIL.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Good afternoon, 
Please see the digital version of an AB52 request for consultation, regarding the State Route (SR) 57/60 Confluence at 
Grand Avenue and Golf Course Project. The attached letter was originally sent out via Certified Mail on January 31, 2020. 
You may respond to this email, or directly to the lead agency contact. Their information is provided below: 
 
Mark Christoffels, Director of Capital Projects / Chief EngineerSan Gabriel Valley Council of Governments 
1000 S. Fremont Avenue 
Unit 42; Building A-10N, Suite 10-210 
Alhambra, CA 91803 
Phone: (626) 457-1800 
mchristoffels@sgvcog.org 
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter, 
 
Megan Wilson, M.A., RPA 
Archaeologist/GIS Analyst  
meganwilson@dukecrm.com  
 
Duke Cultural resourCes ManageMent 

 
18 Technology Dr., Ste. 103 
Irvine, CA 92618 
949-356-6563 
www.dukecrm.com  
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Nick Hearth

From: Maria Levario <maria@gpaconsulting-us.com>
Sent: Thursday, May 7, 2020 9:03 AM
To: Nick Hearth; Curt Duke
Cc: George Gorman; Nicole Greenfield; Sylvia Vega
Subject: FW: Diamond Bar Golf Course - Tribal Consultation

Good morning Nick, 
 
Please see below for the response Mark Christoffels received from Andrew Salas yesterday.  In light of the fact that he 
indicates that he did not receive the letter and the COVID 19 Update – what do you recommend? It appears that they do 
want  consultation – should SGVCOG expect a formal letter request or is his email enough? 
 
Thanks, 
Maria 
 
MARIA LEVARIO 
Senior Associate Environmental Planner | maria@gpaconsulting-us.com | (310) 792-2690   
GPA CONSULTING | www.gpaconsulting-us.com 

 
 

From: Mark Christoffels <mchristoffels@sgvcog.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 7, 2020 8:07 AM 
To: Maria Levario <maria@gpaconsulting-us.com>; JD Ballas <JDBallas@wke-inc.com> 
Subject: FW: Diamond Bar Golf Course - Tribal Consultation 
 
FYI, I reminded him we sent the letter certified.  Assuming you have a receipt as proof he got it?  Nevertheless it appears 
they were given more time.  I asked him for a phone contact so Maria can follow up with a verbal conversation 
 

From: Andrew Salas [mailto:gabrielenoindians@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, May 6, 2020 10:21 PM 
To: Mark Christoffels <mchristoffels@sgvcog.org> 
Cc: Kara Grant <kara@grant-law.net>; Matt Teutimez.Kizh Gabrieleno <Matt.Teutimez@gmail.com> 
Subject: Re: Diamond Bar Golf Course - Tribal Consultation 
 
Hello Mr. Christoffels  
Thank you for your email . To be honest this is the first I’ve heard about this project from you the lead agency. Knowing 
that this area location is sensitive to tribal cultural resources I would of engaged in consulted with you.  However 
because i didn’t  receive  information from  you regarding the project I was unaware .    Also please understand because 
of COVID -19 there’s  been a great deal of delays regarding AB52 consultation.  As you can see the Governor has issued a 
executive order to extend tribal consultation timelines under AB52. Perhaps we can arrange a consultation between you 
the lead agency and our tribal government . Please let me know if you concur . Thank you for your time .  
 
 
Greetings Tribal Liaisons: 
  



2

Yesterday afternoon, in recognition of  the fact that many tribes are currently focused on dealing 
with the impacts of COVID-19, Governor Newsom issued the attached Executive Order to extend 
tribal consultation timelines under AB 52. 
  
The Executive Order suspends the timeframes within which a California Native American tribe must 
request consultation and the lead agency must begin the consultation process for a period of 60 
days, effective April 22, 2020, in consideration that tribal capacity to engage in or request 
consultation may be limited at this time. 
  
In addition, the order will allow certain posting, filing and notice requirements under the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) to be satisfied through electronic means to allow public access 
and involvement consistent with COVID-19 public health concerns. 
  
Please let me know if you have any follow up questions or concerns. Feel free to forward to relevant 
parties. 
  
Best, 

  

Christina E. Snider 

Tribal Advisor 

Office of Governor Gavin Newsom 

e: christina.snider@gov.ca.gov   

o: 916.319.9219 

 

Sent from my iPhone 
 

On May 6, 2020, at 4:09 PM, Mark Christoffels <mchristoffels@sgvcog.org> wrote: 

 
Since we have not received a response on the attached, this letter is to confirm that we have satisfied 
the tribal consultation requirement for the environmental clearance of the golf course modification 
project and that there are no tribal concerns with the proposed work. 
  
Mark Christoffels 
Chief Engineer 
San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments 
4900 Rivergrade Road 
Irwindale, CA 91706 
626-962-9292 
  
<AB52 SR57_60 Renovation and Golf Course Project_SALAS_EMAIL.PDF> 
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