
 

 
 

Date: ​12/19/19 
Re: ​Plan of Public Service/Fire Consultation 

 
 
Plan of Public Service 
 
Better Place Forests plans to utilize an on-site well for water and on-site septic for sewage. For electricity, 
we intend to connect to the power line transecting the site. We will reach out to PG&E to confirm that this is 
a possibility in the coming months. If utility provided electricity is not an option we could alternatively utilize 
a propane tank and on-site generator for electricity.  
 
Fire Consultation 
 
On July 16, 2019, Better Place Forest’s consulting civil engineer Keith Palmer had a phone call with 
Mariposa County Fire Department Battalion Chief John Morgan during which he determined a width of 12 
feet would be sufficient for our proposed driveway in regards to fire access requirements. Keith also 
consulted with Darrin McCully of CAL FIRE who agreed with John’s determination. ​ ​See the attached phone 
record with John (Attachment A), attached phone record with Darrin (Attachment B),  and email 
correspondence (Attachment C).  
 
During the same phone call, John advised Keith to generate a minimum water tank storage requirement 
based on the ​California Wildland-Urban Interface Code​. Applying this section of the code,  Keith determined 
that the minimum water storage for this project is 3,279 gallons and a 5,000 gallon tank is proposed. See the 
attached phone record with John (Attachment A) and attached annotated County code document 
(Attachment D). 
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1646 N. California Blvd., Suite 400 | Walnut Creek, CA | 94596 | 925.940.2200 

 PHONE RECORD 
 
Date: 7/16/2019 BKF Job Number: 20190975 
Call To: John Morgan Copy To:  
Call By: Keith Palmer 

 
 

Subject: BPF-Mariposa, Dexter Rd   

 
SUMMARY:  
Use California Fire Code for access in Chapter 5 
Section 4290 of public resource code 
Fire access: 
 20’ wide which is two 10’ lanes. 
 16% max grade, 10% max grade if over 5000’ elevation 
 Driveways are 12’ wide 
 Need a traffic statement to determine requirements 
 Commercial use requires 20’ width but they may give flexibility if the use is small.   

We need to provide a traffic summary to determine width requirements. 
 Also see Mariposa County road standards published in 90’s or 2000’s 
Water supply: 
 Per NFPA 1142 with a 2500 gallon minimum per Cal Fire. 
 Tank shall be per NFPA 20 – lighting, ladders, etc may be required. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Scott Roycroft
Attachment A



 

1646 N. California Blvd., Suite 400 | Walnut Creek, CA | 94596 | 925.940.2200 

 PHONE RECORD 
 
Date: 12/09/2019 BKF Job Number: 20190975 
Call To: Darrin McCully Copy To:  
Call By: Keith Palmer 

 
 

Subject: Fire requirements for driveway width  

 
SUMMARY:  
 

Darrin reviewed the site plan and said he would defer to John’s determination on the reduced driveway width so 
we should proceed with the plans showing 12’ width with turnouts. 

 
 
 
 

Scott Roycroft
Attachment B
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Keith Palmer

From: Scott Roycroft <scott@betterplaceforests.com>
Sent: Monday, December 09, 2019 3:34 PM
To: Keith Palmer
Cc: Eric Swanson; Liam McNally; Morgan, John@CALFIRE; McCully, Darrin@CALFIRE; Lauren 

Ewald
Subject: Re: Better Place Forests at

Thanks Darrin, John, and Keith. We will include a note of this in our upcoming CUP application.  
 
On Mon, Dec 9, 2019 at 3:27 PM Keith Palmer <kpalmer@bkf.com> wrote: 

Scott, 

  

Darrin said he would defer to John’s determination on the reduced driveway width so we should proceed with the 
plans showing 12’ width with turnouts. 

  

KEITH PALMER, PE 

Project Engineer 

BKF ENGINEERS      Delivering Inspired Infrastructure 

1646 N. California Blvd., Suite 400, Walnut Creek, CA 94596 

d 925.940.2232     kpalmer@bkf.com     BKF.com 

 

  

From: Scott Roycroft [mailto:scott@betterplaceforests.com]  
Sent: Monday, December 09, 2019 2:58 PM 
To: Keith Palmer <kpalmer@bkf.com> 
Cc: Eric Swanson <eswanson@bkf.com>; Liam McNally <liam@betterplaceforests.com> 
Subject: Re: Better Place Forests at 

  

Keith - Have you gotten the chance to call Darrin yet? Please update us when you do.  

  

On Wed, Dec 4, 2019 at 2:09 PM Keith Palmer <kpalmer@bkf.com> wrote: 

Scott Roycroft
Attachment C
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No response yet.  I think Darrin’s phone number is 209-966-3622.  Do you want me to call? 

  

KEITH PALMER, PE 

Project Engineer 

BKF ENGINEERS      Delivering Inspired Infrastructure 

1646 N. California Blvd., Suite 400, Walnut Creek, CA 94596 

d 925.940.2232     kpalmer@bkf.com     BKF.com 

 

  

From: Scott Roycroft [mailto:scott@betterplaceforests.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, December 04, 2019 1:08 PM 
To: Keith Palmer <kpalmer@bkf.com> 
Cc: Liam McNally <liam@betterplaceforests.com> 
Subject: Re: Better Place Forests at 

  

Any response from Darrin? If not, either you or I should reach out over the phone.  

  

On Mon, Dec 2, 2019 at 10:33 AM Keith Palmer <kpalmer@bkf.com> wrote: 

Darrin, 

  

Can you take a few minutes to review the access for this commercial project.  We are requesting a narrower access 
road as outlined in the first email in this string.  You should be able to download the conceptual site plan from the 
link in that email. 

  

KEITH PALMER, PE 

Project Engineer 

BKF ENGINEERS      Delivering Inspired Infrastructure 

1646 N. California Blvd., Suite 400, Walnut Creek, CA 94596 

d 925.940.2232     kpalmer@bkf.com     BKF.com 
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From: Morgan, John@CALFIRE [mailto:John.Morgan@fire.ca.gov]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 19, 2019 4:42 PM 
To: Keith Palmer <kpalmer@bkf.com> 
Cc: 'Scott Roycroft' <scott@betterplaceforests.com>; Eric Swanson <eswanson@bkf.com>; 'Gia DeBartolo' 
<gia@betterplaceforests.com>; 'Mark Forster' <mark@betterplaceforests.com>; 'Lauren Ewald' 
<lewald@fletcherstudio.com>; McCully, Darrin@CALFIRE <Darrin.McCully@fire.ca.gov> 
Subject: Re: Better Place Forests at 

  

Keith, 

Thank you for the reminder. I've included Darrin McCully with CAL FIRE to assist with this being that he 
would typically be the one to write the CAL FIRE comments. From a County Fire perspective, I have 
reviewed the site plan and would recommend approval.  

  

John Morgan 

CAL FIRE  

Battalion Chief 

Mariposa County Fire Department 

Madera-Mariposa-Merced 

4802 Hwy 140 

Mariposa, CA 95338 

(209)966-4330 Office 

(209)347-6242 Cell 

john.morgan@fire.ca.gov 

From: Keith Palmer <kpalmer@bkf.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, November 19, 2019 3:58 PM 
To: Morgan, John@CALFIRE <John.Morgan@fire.ca.gov> 
Cc: 'Scott Roycroft' <scott@betterplaceforests.com>; Eric Swanson <eswanson@bkf.com>; 'Gia DeBartolo' 
<gia@betterplaceforests.com>; 'Mark Forster' <mark@betterplaceforests.com>; 'Lauren Ewald' 
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<lewald@fletcherstudio.com> 
Subject: RE: Better Place Forests at  

  

Warning: this message is from an external user and should be treated with caution. 

John, 

  

Have you had a chance to review the site plan in regards to the email below? 

  

KEITH PALMER, PE 

Project Engineer 

BKF ENGINEERS      Delivering Inspired Infrastructure 

1646 N. California Blvd., Suite 400, Walnut Creek, CA 94596 

d 925.940.2232     kpalmer@bkf.com     BKF.com 

 

  

From: Keith Palmer  
Sent: Tuesday, November 12, 2019 10:52 AM 
To: 'john.morgan@fire.ca.gov' <john.morgan@fire.ca.gov> 
Cc: Scott Roycroft <scott@betterplaceforests.com>; Eric Swanson <eswanson@bkf.com>; 'Gia DeBartolo' 
<gia@betterplaceforests.com>; 'Mark Forster' <mark@betterplaceforests.com>; 'Lauren Ewald' 
<lewald@fletcherstudio.com> 
Subject: Better Place Forests at  

  

  

  

Citrix Attachments Expires May 10, 2020 

2019-07-24_Mariposa_site_plan.pdf 5.4 MB 
 

Download Attachments  
 

Keith Palmer uses Citrix Files to share documents securely.  
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John, 

We spoke in July about design requirements for an upcoming construction project.  There was one question 
you were not prepared to answer which is driveway width.  You said that the requirement for commercial 
access is 20’ but that a reduced width may be approved due to the limited development and use of the site but 
that you would need to review a traffic statement.  We have prepared the following description of site 
visitation and use for this purpose.  Also see the attached preliminary site plan. 

We are proposing a 1500 sf visitor center for a business that will sell the right to scatter cremated remains 
next to trees on the site.  Existing operations at other properties operated by Better Place Forests rarely see 
more than 10 visitors a day.  Occasionally a large crowd comes for a spreading ceremony where 20 people 
are on site at one time for a few hours.  The desire is for this site is to be capable of accommodating 
occasional groups up to 30 people and an average of 15 to 30 person visits spread out over the day.  The 
average group size would probably remain about 2 people for 2 hours each.  At least half of the time is spent 
outdoors, away from the visitor center. Visitation of the site typically involves gathering at the visitor center 
and a hike around the property.  Mobility quads are used to transport visitors with limited mobility on the 
trails so cars will not be parked outside designated spaces. 

Better Place Forests has relayed that they have counted vehicle occupancy for their existing sites and found 2 people 
per car is the average vehicle occupancy for tree selection and return visits.  They do not have data for ceremonies but 
believe that assuming 3 people per car is about right.  Ceremonies are larger events which would commonly include 
extended family and friends.  Typically peak event visitation would include 2 staff vehicles and 10 visitor 
vehicles.  Disabled visitors are common so there will likely be 2 ADA compliant spaces instead of one at the visitor 
center and some additional parking near some of the most appealing points of interest.  This site will be over parked 
for the expected 12 used spaces in order to provide an improved visitor experience.  This should also avoid parking 
within the fire access.  Visitation of all of the Better Place Forest sites is by appointment only.  Appointments are used 
to improve visitor experience by limiting the number of vehicles at any one time and insure sufficient staff are available 
to help each group. 

The visitor center is not intended to seat 30 people but would serve as a gathering point for groups entering 
or leaving the site.  Design of the buildings have typically included a one person office, two bathrooms, a 
closet, a meeting room with seating for 6 to 8 people and a sheltered but open to the outdoors gathering 
area.  One or more larger outdoor gathering areas will be located adjacent to the building.   

We would like to upgrade the existing dirt/gravel road to 12’ wide gravel surface with turnouts and a 
turnaround.  Can you tell us if 12’ width is going to be acceptable based on this project description? 

  

KEITH PALMER, PE 

Project Engineer 

BKF ENGINEERS      Delivering Inspired Infrastructure 

1646 N. California Blvd., Suite 400, Walnut Creek, CA 94596 

d 925.940.2232     kpalmer@bkf.com     BKF.com 
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Confidentiality Notice: This email (including any attachment) is intended only for the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information 
that is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are not authorized to intercept, read, 
print, retain, copy, forward, or disseminate this communication. If you have received this communication in error, please reply to the sender or call 650-482-
6300, and then please delete this message from your inbox as well as any copies. Thank you, BKF Engineers 2019 

  

**Happy Holidays! Please note that all of our BKF offices will be closed Nov 28,29 and Dec 25 thru 
Jan 1 2020.  
We are open Jan 2nd.  

 
 

  

--  

SCOTT ROYCROFT 

Better Place Forests 
+1 415 308 2339 

betterplaceforests.com 

 
 

  

--  

SCOTT ROYCROFT 

Better Place Forests 
+1 415 308 2339 

betterplaceforests.com 

 
 
 
--  
SCOTT ROYCROFT 
Better Place Forests 
+1 415 308 2339 
betterplaceforests.com 



Fire water supply for Better Place Forests.
Apply Section B103.3 of the California Fire Code which allows use of NFPA 1142 in rural
and suburban areas without adequate water supply systems.

California Fire Code Section B103.3:

Scott Roycroft
Attachment D



NFPA 1142 Standard on water supplies for suburban and rural fire fighting 2001 edition



While this project is for the disposal of
human remains and includes gatherings of
people, the structure does not include fire or
embalming liquids and is generally for
smaller numbers of people than a church for
a very limited period of time and therefore
falls more closeley in the Office Occupancy
Hazard Classification.  The Classification
number of 7 will be used.

WOOD FRAME



STRUCTURE VOLUME = 1020SF x 10' HEIGHT = 10,200 CF

7
X 1.5 X 1.5 = 3,279 GALLONS

STRUCTURE > 100 SF
SEPARATION < 50' 
THEREFORE EXPOSURE HAZARD

=

10200

MINIMUM WATER SUPPLY = 2000 GALLONS

TABLE H.1.4(b).

MINIMUM NFPA WATER SUPPLY = 3,000 GALLONS
MINIMUM MARIPOSA WATER SUPPLY = 2,500 GAL

THE MINIMUM WATER STORAGE FOR THIS
PROJECT IS 3,279 GALLONS.  A 5,000 GALLON
TANK IS PROPOSED.




