
NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

TO: 0 Office of Planning and Research 
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 

FROM: San Francisco Bay Area Rapid Transit District 
Maintenance & Engineering Department 

[.8J Alameda County Clerk-Recorder's Otlice 
1106 Madison Street 
Oakland, CA 94607 

300 Lakeside Drive 
Oakland, CA 94607 

Project Title: Measure RR Program Traction Power System Improvements Project 

Project Location (Specific): South of Bay Fair BART Station near Elgin Street 
(APN 540-062-006) 

ENDORSED 
FILED 

AlAMEDJ\ COUNTY 

MAY I 4 2020 

MELISSA WIU<, County Clerk 
By - --- 1,,,,,"i,i"~ _ Deputy 

Project Location (City}: San Leandro Project Location (County): Alam,eda 

Project Description: The San Francisco Bay Area Rapid Transit District (BART) is an electricity-powered 
commuter transit line. Electrification is provided by "traction power" substations located along the transit line right­
of-way. BART proposes improvements to one of its existing traction power substations, Bay Fair Traction Power 
Substation, referred herein as "ABF". ABF is !ocatcd south of the Bay Fair BART Station (15242 Hcsperian Blvd, 
San Leandro, CA 94578) near the station entrance at Elgin Street, east of the BART tracks. The project will require 
facility upgrades, procurement and installation of replacement equipment for the exisLing traction power substation 
which currently supplies power for BART operations. Please see Attachment A for additional infonnation. 

This Notice of Exemption from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) was prepared based on the 
content contained in BAR T's Traction Power Facilities Replacements Conceptual Engineering Report (35% level of 
design) dated September 11, 2018; the Draft Geotechnica\ Report prepared by Earth Mechanics, lnc. and Parsons 
Corporation dated February 1, 2019; the TPF Transformer PCB Level Report prepared by BART dated February 15, 
20 l 9; and the engineering drawings contained in BART's Traction Power Fe.cilities Replacement 50% level of 
design submittal package dated February 26, 2019 and 95% level of design submittal package dated November 1, 
2019. 

Specific engineering drawings reviewed include: 
• Existing Site aml Demolition Plan (C301-ABF), dated: 09/11/2018 (35%), 02/26/2019 (50%), l 1/01/2019 

(95%) 
• Construction Staging Plan (C302-ABF), dated: 09/11/2018 (35%), 02/26/2019 (50%), 11/01/2019 (95%) 
• Site Plan (C303-ABF), dated: 09/11/2018 (35%), 02/26/2019 (50¾), 11/01/2019 (95%) 
• Grading and Drainage Detail Plan (C322-ABF), dated: 02/26/2019 (50%) 
• Maintenance of Traffic Plans (C341-ABF), dated: 02/26/2019 (50%) 
• Right of Way Plan (W301-ABF), dated: 09/11/2018 (35%}, 02/26/2019 (50%), 11/01/2019 (95%) 
• Utility Plan (U30l-ABF), dated: 09/11/2018 (35%), 02/26/2019 (50%) 

Name of Public Agency App.-ovin~ Project: San Francisco Bay Area Rapid Transit District 

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Steve Sims, Traction Power Project Manager, San Francisco 
Bay Area Rapid Transit District 

2020060460



Exempt Status: (check one) 

0 Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b )(1 ); 158268); 

0 Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269 (a)); 

D Emergency Project (Seo. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c)); 

0 Categorical Exemption State type and section number: 

!El Statutory Exemptions State Code number: CEQA Guidelines Article 18, Section 15275(a) 

Reasons why project is e:xempt: The proposed replacement of the traction power substation equipment qualifies for 
a statutory exemption from CEQA, as the projects fits into the context of the exemption language and no other 
i.ignlticant effects on the environmc:nt will cesult due to unu5u11l circum!ltanocs. Stotutory exemptions from CEQA 
ore granted by legislature. A statutory exemption fom CE(.!A: is prnviclcd under Section 21080(b)(l0) of the 
California Public Resources Code (also found in the CEQA Guidelines Article 18 Section 15275(a)). This statutory 
exemption applies to mass transit projects that involve the institution or increase of passenger or commuter service 
on rail lini,s already in use. This project proposes removing aging train control equipment and upgrading to a new 
system, which will 11upport increased capacity and higher service frequencies. Please see Attachment A for 
additional infonnalion. 

Lead Agency Contact Person: Steve Sims 

If filed by applicant: 

Arca Codeff elephone/Extension: (510) 464-641 7 

l. Attach certified document of exemption filing. J_ 
2. Has a Norise of Exemp · on been filed by the pub lie agency approving the project? D Yes ~ No 

--$.~~~;;;=:=-_ __ Date11\z?l21>21_) Titl~Q?(}~'\- \k\~v 
Signed by Lead Agency 

0 Signed by Applicant 
Date received for filing at OPR: ______ _ 

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 211 I 0, Public Resources Code. 
Reference: Sections 21 lOR, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resowcc& Code. 
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SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA RAPID TRANSIT DISTRICT 
MEASURE RR PROGRAM: TRACTION POWER SYSTEM 

IMPROVEMENTS 
ABF - BAY FAIR TRACTION POWER SUBSTATION 

CEQA STATUTORY EXEMPTION 

ATTACHMENT A 

FEBRUARY 2020 



San Francisco Bay Area Rapid Transit District 
Measure RR: Traction Power System Improvements 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

PROJECT SUMMARY 

1. Project Title: 
Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART) Measure RR Program Traction Power System Improvements 

Project 
ABF - Bay Fair Traction Power Substation 

2. Lead Agency Name and Addre11s: 
San Francisco Bay Area Rapid Transit District 
Maintenance & Engim:t:ring Dt::parirm::nt 
300 La.keside Drive 
Oakland, CA 94607 

3. Contact Penon and Phone Number: 
Steve Sims 
Traction Power Project Manager 
(510) 464-6417 

INTRODUCTION 

This Notice ofExcmption from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) was prepared based on 
the content contained in BART's Traction Power Facilities Replacements Conceptual Engineering Report 
(35% level of design) dated September 11, 2018; the Draft Geotechnical Report prepared by Earth 
Mechanics, Inc. and Parsons Corporation dated February I, 2019; the TPF Transformer PCB Level 
Report prepared by BART dated February 15, 2019; and the engineering drawings contained in BART's 
Traction Power Facilities Replacement 50% level of design submittal package dated February 26, 2019 
and 95% level of design submittal package dated November 1, 2019. 

Specific engineering drawings reviewed include: 

• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

Existing Site and Demolition Plan (C301-ABF), dated: 09/11/2018 (35%), 02/26/2019 (50%), 
ll/01/2019 (95%) 
Construction Staging Plan (C302-ABF), dated: 09/11/2018 (35%), 02/26/2019 (50%), 11/01/2019 
(95%) 
Site Plan (C303-ABF), dated: 09/11/2018 (35%), 02/26/2019(50%),11/01/2019 (95%) 
Grading and Drainage Detail Plan (C322-ABF), dated: 02/26/2019 (50%) 
Maintenance ofTraftic Plans (C341-ABF), dated: 02/26/2019 (50%) 
Right of Way Plan (W301-ABF), dated: 09/11/2018 (35%), 02/26/2019 (50%), 11/01/2019 (95%) 
Utility Plan (U301-ABF), dated: 09/11/2018 (35%), 02/26/2019 (50%) 

PROJECT LOCATION 

The project site is currently occupied by the existing I.Taction power substation, which is located at-grade 
on the south end of the Bay Fair BART Station (15242 Hespcrian Blvd, San Leandro, CA 94578) (see 
Figures 1 and 2). The project site is located in APN 540-062-006 near Elgin Street. 

A systemwide map of BART stations and routes is provided in Figure 3 for reference to the regional 
passenger rail system. 



San Francisco Bay Area Rapid Transit District 
Measure RR: Traction Power System Improvem ents 

EXISTING CONDITIONS ON THE PROJECT SITE 

ABF is an existing at-grade, outdoor substation and sectionalizing station1 that supplies electrical power 
for BART trains. The traction power substation is located east of the Bay Fair BART Station tracks and 
south of the station parking lot. The project site and the facilities it contains are owned, operated, and 
maintained by BART. 

The City of San Leandro's Zoning Map designates the project site as "Public and Semipublic District". 
This zoning designation conditionally pennits electrical substations. Because the project will be replacing 
an existing conditionally permitted use within BART owned, operated, and maintained right-of-way, 
there will be no conflicts with the City of San Leandra's land use plans, policies, or regulations. 

Surrounding land uses around the project site include single-family residential uses to the east, west, and 
south, and the Bay Fair Station and parking lots to the north. 

1 Sectionalizing stations, the 34 .5 kV switchgear divides the 34.5 kV subtr-dnsmission system between two adjacent high-voltage 
subsla.liuns, and connects the two divided i.yslcnu1 during outage of either high-voltage ~ubstation. 

2 



San Francisco Bay Area Rapid Transit District 
Mee.sure RR: Traction Power System Improvements 
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ABF - Tracrion Power Substation 
Regional Location 

Figure 1. Regional Location 











Notice of Exemption Appendix E 

To: Office of Planning and Research 
P .0. Box 3044, Room 113 
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 

From: (Public Agency): BAY AREA RAPID TRANSIT 
300 LAKESIDE DRIVE 

OAKLAND, CA 94607 
County Clerk 
County of: SACRAMENTO (Address) 

Project Title: MEASURE RR PROGRAM TRACTION POWER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

Project Applicant: STEVE SIMS, PROJECT MANAGER, SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA RAPID TRANSIT 

Project Location - Specific: 
SOUTH OF BAY FAIR BART STATION NEAR ELGIN STREET (APN 540-062-006) 

Project Location - City: SAN LEANDRO Project Location - County: 
Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project: 
The San Frandaco Bay Araa Rapid Transl! Dl&lricl (BART) Is an electrlcily-powered commuter transil lino. Elactrificalion is provided by "traction power'" subslations 
- along Ille llanalt line right-of-way.BART proposes Improvements to one of Its existing traction power substalions, Bay Fair Traction P~ Subslalion, referred 
t,...., a "MJ/i". ABF I& located aoulh of lhe Bay Fair BART Slalion (15242 Hesperlan Blvd, San Leandro, CA 94578) near Iha slalion entrance al Elgin Streel, east of lhe 
BART lrKl<s. The pn,jec;I will raquire tacmly upgrades, p,ocuremenl and installalion ot replacement equipment tor lhe existing traction power substalion Which currently 
ll,ppilel-lar BART opo,ation1. 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA RAPID TRANSIT 

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: STEVE SIMS, PROJECT MANAGER 

Exempt Status: (check one): 
D Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268); 
D Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a)); 
D Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c)); 
D Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: _______________ _ 
I] Statutory Exemptions. State code number: CEOA Guidelines Article 18, Section 15275(a) 

Reasons why project is exempt: 
The proposed replacement ol the !faction power substation equipment qualifies for a statutory exemption from CEQA, as lhe projects fits into the 
context ol the exemption language and no other significant effects on the environment will result due to unusual circumstances. Statulory exemptions 
lromCEQA 
required by legislature. A stalutory exemption from CEQA is provided under Section 21080(b )(t 0) of the California Public Resources Code (also found 
in the CEQA Guidelines Article 18 Section 15275(a). This statutory exemption applies to mass transit projects that involve the institution or increase of 
passenger or commuter service on rail lines already in use. This project proposes removing aging train control equipment and upgrading to a new 
system, which will support increased capacity and higher service frequencies. 
Lead Agency 
Contact Person: BART, STEVE SIMS Area Code/Telephone/Extension: 510·464•6417 

If filed by applicant: 
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding. 
2. Has a Noti e of xemption been filed by the public agency approving the project? Yes No 

Signature: _LI,~~;;::====---- Date: (., / c,' { 2 c,, Lo Title: PROJECT MANAGER 

Signed by Lead Agency Signed by Applicant 

Authority cited : Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. 
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code. 

Date Received for filing at OPR: ___ __ _ 

Revised 2011 
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