2020060005

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION
TGO: Office of Planning and Research ~ FROM: LA County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro)
P.0. Box 3044, Room 113 One Gateway Plaza
Sacraments, (& 95812-3044 Las Angeles, LA 90812-2592

[ County Clerk
County of Los Angeles
12400 Ymperial Highway
Norwalk, CA 90650

Project Title: Brighton to Roxford Double-Track Project

Project Location (Specific): The project is located along the Antelope Valley Metrolink Line {AVL) between
MP 13.2 in Burbank and MP 23.72 in Los Angeles within Los Angeles County.

Project Location {City): Burbank, Los Angeles, and San Fernando Project Location (County): Los Angeles

Project Description: LA Metro, in conjunction with the Seuthern California Regional Rail Authority, has
initiated the Brighton to Roxford Double-Track Project (proposed project) in the cities of Burbank, Los
Angeles, and San Fernando and the communities of Sun Valley and Pacoima in Los Angeles County, California,
on the LA Metro-owned Valley Subdivision, between MP 13.2 and MP 23.72. The approximate project length
is 10.5 miles with an approximately 1.2-mile existing double-track section that is not included in the project
alignment from Control Point {CP) McGinley {MP 15.6) east of Penrose Street {MP 15.68) in Sun Valley to CP
Sheldon (MP 17.0} west of Sheldon Street (MP 17.05) near Wicks Street. The proposed project would involve
the douhle-tracking of approximately 9 miles of railroad track and velated infrastructure, and asseciated
safety improvements. The existing railway is part of the Valley Subdivision, upon which Metrelink operates
its AVL commuter rail service, a 76.6-mile rail corridor between Los Angeles and Lancaster; the line is also
used by Union Pacific Railroad to carry freight. The AVL was identified as needing infrastructure
improvements to add operational flexibility for eventual improved regiconal rail and mobility service and
added capacity. In addition to double-tracking the mostly single-track line, the proposed project would
exnhance safety for the corridor communities and commuters on the AVL with safely-related improvements to
readways and sidewalks crossing the tracks, additional station platforms, construction of bridges, and new or
extended drainage structure modifications.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: Los Angeles County Metroplitan Transportation Autharity
Name of Person or Agency Carrying Qut Project: Dan Mahgerefteh, P.E.
Exempt Status: (check one)

{1 Miinisterial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 158268);

(] Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b){3); 1526% (2));

[] Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));

] Caregorical Exemption State type and section number:

B4 statutory Exemptions State Code number: CEQA Guidelines Article 18 Section 15275(a)
Reasons why project is exempt: The proposed project qualifies for a statutory exemption from CEQA, as the
project fits into the context of the exemption fanguage and no other significant effects on the environment
would result due te unusual circumstances, Statutory exemptions from CEQA are granted by the legislature. A

statutory exemption from CEQA is provided under Section 21080 (b){10] of the California Public Resources
Code (PRC) (also found in State CEQA Guidelines, Article 18. Statutory Exemptions, Section 15275(h},



Specified Mass Transit Projects)}. This statutory exemption applies to mass transit projects that involve the
institution or increase of passenger or commuter service on rail lines already in use. This project praposes
infrastructure impravements to add operational flexibility for eventual improved regional rail and mability
service, which will support increased capacity.

Lead Agency Contact Person: Dan Mahgerefteh, P.E.  Area Code/Telephone/Extension: (213} 278-9485
If filed by applicant:

1. Aitack certified document of exemption filing.
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project? [] Yes [JNo

[X] signed by f.ead Agency
(] signed by Applicant
Date received for filing at OPR:
Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Mublic Resources Code. Governor's Office of Planning & Research

Relerence: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code.
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