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SCH #:

2020059035

Project Title:

PG&E Pipeline Maintenance Project

Lead Agency: Humboldt Bay Harbor, Recreation and Conservation District
Contact Name:
Email:

Adam Wagschal

awagschal@humboldtbay.org

Project Location:

Eureka

Phone Number:

(707) 433-0801

Humboldt
City

County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
PG&E proposes to conduct pipeline maintenance at three separate locations (identified by PG&E as R-354, R-519, and
RT-102) along the eastern boundary of the City of Eureka, California within Humboldt County. The R-354 Project site is
located furthest north along Freshwater Slough approximately 0.5 miles upstream from its confluence with Eureka
Slough. The R-519 Project site crosses Ryan Slough, just north of the Myrtle Avenue Bridge. The RT-102 Project site is
located west of Mitchell Road along Ryan Creek within the McKay Community Forest. The Project will involve
maintenance of three pipeline areas by either permanently decommissioning and replacing previously retired pipelines
and/or reducing pipeline exposure due to erosion; thereby improving the operating condition and safety of the system in
each area. PG&E intends to decommission the previously retired 8-inch diameter Line 137B Freshwater Slough crossing
under the slough bed (R-354), replace and decommission the existing 4-inch diameter Line 137C (L-137C) Ryan Slough
crossing that is currently exposed in the slough bed (R-519), and to remediate the erosion issues resulting from water
flowing across an earth berm that runs along the west side of Ryan Creek (RT-102).
Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
Based on the environmental analysis conducted in the Mitigated Negative Declaration, Humboldt Bay Harbor District has
determined that the Project will have less than significant impacts in the following resource areas: Aesthetics, Agriculture
and Forest Resources, Air Quality, Energy, Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Land Use and Planning, Mineral Resources,
Population and Housing, Public Services, Recreation, Transportation, Tribal Curltural Resources, Utilities and Service
Systems, and Wildfire. Of the remaining resource areas, the most potentially significant is Biological Resources. As the
project sites occur within wetland areas in and near the coastal zone there are potentially significant effects to sensitive
habitat areas and special status species including plant and fish species. In order to mitigate these effects project
construction will take place during approved aquatic work windows (July 1 to October 15) and any plant species that are
permanently impacted by the project will be replaced on a 1:1 basis. An environmental training program will also be
designed and implemented to better educate Project contractors and employees and regular monitoring will take place to
help reduce potentially significant impacts. Other potentially significant impacts include exposure to and incidental spills
of hazardous materials due to work on the gas pipelines, disturbance of cultural resources from excavation activities, and
erosion from construction. All aspects of the Project will be closely monitored and be conducted in accordance with the
Mitigation, Monitoring and Reporting Program. Full implementation of the MMRP is expected to reduce all impacts to a
less than significant level.
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continued
If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

The Humboldt Bay Harbor, Recreation and Conservation District has been working closely with state agencies and local
tribes to ensure that all resource areas are reviewed and that adequate mitigation measures are in place to reduce any
impacts to less than significant. While no areas of controversy are known at this time, there is potential for controversy to
arise during the public comment period. The District is anticipating comments based on in stream work and potential
impacts to riparian areas.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
US Army Corps of Engineers
US Fish and Wildlife Service
National Marine Fisheries Service
California Coastal Commission
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
Regional Water Quality Control Board

