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SCH #:
Project Title:

SVP South Loop Reconfigure Project

Lead Agency: City of Santa Clara, Silicon Valley Power
Contact Name:
Email:

Jeevan Valath

JValath@SantaClaraCA.gov

Phone Number:

408-615-6609

Project Location: City of Santa Clara, Santa Clara County
City

County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
SVP is proposing to construct approximately 3.5 miles of new 60 kilovolt (kV) overhead transmission line within the
northeastern area of the City of Santa Clara. SVP’s primary objective of the SVP South Loop Reconfigure Project
(proposed project) is to shift the electrical load demand that is currently being seen on the South Loop Circuit to the East
Loop Circuit. The new power line would begin at the Kifer Substation, located near the corner of Central Expressway and
Lafayette Streets, and would continue to the De La Cruz Substation, which is located on Mathew Street. The
transmission line would also be routed to several other existing substations located along or near the transmission line
corridor, including Fiberglass, Walsh, and Mathew Substations. The majority of the new 60 kV transmission line would be
constructed along the following city streets: Lafayette Street, Mathew Street, Martin Avenue and De La Cruz Boulevard.
Approximately 3 miles of the proposed route would be located in areas where existing power lines do not currently exist.
The remaining segments of the Proposed Project would be along routes that have existing distribution power lines and/or
telecommunication lines. Construction is estimated to take approximately 6 months and be completed by the end of 2020
Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
Potential impacts to air quality, biological resources, cultural resources, geologic resources, hazards and hazardous
materials, hydrology, transportation, and tribal cultural resources would be less than significant with implementation of:
MM AQ-1 (Implement Basic Construction Air Quality Mitigation);
MM BIO-1 (Biological Monitoring), MM BIO-2 (Worker Environmental Awareness Training), MM BIO-3 (Pre-construction
Nesting Bird Surveys), MM BIO-4 (Tree Protection Plan), MM BIO-5 (Tree Replacement Plan);
MM CR-1 (Worker Training and Management of Unanticipated Discoveries of Historical Resources, Unique
Archaeological Resources),
MM CR-2 (Treatment of Human Remains);
MM G-1 (Conduct Geotechnical Investigations for Liquefaction);
MM G-2 (Worker Training and Management of Unanticipated Discoveries of Paleontological Resources);
MM HM-1 (Hazardous Substance Control and Emergency Response)
MM HYD-1 (SWPPP or Erosion Control Plan Development and Implementation);
MM T-1 (Construction Traffic Control Plan)
MM TCR-1 (Management of Unanticipated Tribal Cultural Resources).
Mandatory Findings of Significance - The Proposed Project's impacts would not be cumulatively considerable and
cumulative impacts would be less than significant with the implementation of the aforementioned mitigation measures.
Revised September 2011

continued
If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

At the project scoping meeting (2 attendees) and in scoping letters (2 received), the following concerns were raised:
- Concerns about the proximity of the proposed Project route to a specific property and how the project could impact new
development. Also concerned about negative impacts related to health and safety, Electromagnetic Fields (EMF), noise,
aesthetics (visibility and lighting), traffic, property values, preclusion of development options, and the natural
environment.
- Given the proximity of the project to the San Jose International Airport, the City of San Jose Airport Department
requested that the CEQA document address potential compliance with federal airspace safety regulations governing
height of structures.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
None

