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	Text Field: 2020059008
	Project Title: Aramis Solar Energy Generation and Storage Project
	Lead Agency: Alameda County Planning Department
	Contact Name: Andrew Young
	Email: Andrew. Young@acgov.org
	Phone Number: (510) 861-4557
	Project Location: unincorporated North Livermore, Alameda County
	Project Description: The project applicant has applied to the Alameda County Community Development Agency for a Conditional Use Permit to construct, operate, and maintain a solar photovoltaic (PV) and energy storage facility for at least 50 years and a Parcel Map Subdivision of one of the four project parcels proposed for development of the solar facility (APN 903-0006-001-02) to modify the eastern boundary of a legal parcel of the proposed solar facility and to create a distinct parcel that would not be part of the project. The solar facility would generate 100 megawatts of PV power on approximately 410 acres of privately-owned land in unincorporated Alameda County in the North Livermore area. The project would provide solar power to utility customers by interconnecting to the regional electrical grid at PG&E’s existing Cayetano 230 kV substation located adjacent to the project site. The solar facility would be comprised of the PV modules and associated energy collection system; project substation; battery energy storage system; and a generation intertie (gen-tie) line to connect to the existing PG&E Cayetano substation. An operations and maintenance building would be located adjacent to proposed project substation and would accommodate up to four permanent operations and maintenance staff.
	Project's Effects: As described in the Aesthetics, Air Quality, Biological Resources, Cultural and Tribal Cultural Resources, Geology, Soils, Mineral Resources, and Paleontological Resources, Hydrology and Water Quality, Noise, and Utilities and Service Systems sections of the Draft EIR, mitigation measures would be required to reduce potentially significant construction and operation related impacts for the proposed project. 

Mitigation includes: AES-1 Long-term Landscape Maintenance; AQ-1 Basic Construction Mitigation Measures; AQ-2 USEPA Tier 4 Final Emissions Standards; BIO-1 General Mitigation Measures; BIO-2 CTS and CRLF; BIO-3 Burrowing Owl; BIO-4 American Badger; BIO-5 San Joaquin Kit Fox; BIO-6 Special-Status Birds and other Nesting Migratory Birds and Raptors; BIO-7 Avian Effects During Operations of the Solar Facility; BIO-8 Jurisdictional Waters; CUL-1 HABS Documentation; CUL-2 Construction Personnel Training; CUL-3 Inadvertent Discovery of Cultural or Tribal Cultural Resource; CUL-4 Discovery of Human Remains; GEO-1 Site-Specific Geotechnical Investigation; GEO-2 Avoid and Minimize Impacts to Paleontological Resources; HYD-1 Stormwater Quality Protection; and NOI-1 Construction Hourly Limits.

The proposed project would result in significant and unavoidable impacts to Aesthetics and Land Use and Planning. No feasible mitigation measures have been identified to reduce those impacts to less-than-significant levels.
	Areas of Controversy: The County of Alameda issued a Notice of Preparation (NOP) for the Draft EIR on May 8, 2020 and held a virtual public scoping meeting on Thursday May 28, 2020 to receive agency and public comments. The scoping period for this Draft EIR started on May 8, 2020 and ended on June 8, 2020, during which time responsible agencies and interested members of the public were invited to submit comments as to the scope and content of the Draft EIR. The comments received focused primarily on aesthetics, agricultural resources, biological resources, groundwater resources, and traffic. 
	List of Agencies: San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB): A NPDES General Permit to Discharge Storm Water Associated with Construction Activity (Construction General Permit) would be required for construction of the proposed project. If jurisdictional waters cannot be avoided, then prior to the start of construction, the project applicant shall secure any required aquatic resources permits for impacts to jurisdictional waters of the State from the San Francisco Bay RWQCB.

California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW): If jurisdictional waters cannot be avoided, then prior to the start of construction, the project applicant shall secure any required aquatic resources permits for impacts to jurisdictional waters of the State from CDFW.

California Public Utilities Commission: If any of the project interconnection facilities (gen-tie line or substation) are required to be owned in part by PG&E, the CPUC would have jurisdiction over approval of those portions of the project and may rely on this EIR to fulfill its CEQA review obligations of any substation or interconnection facility improvements under its jurisdiction that are necessary to serve the project.



