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Notice of Exemption Appendix E

To: Office of Planning and Research From: (Public Agency): C@lifornia Department of Food and Agriculture

P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 Office of Environmental Farming and Innovation (OEFI)
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044

1220 N Street, Sacramento, CA 95814
County Clerk
County of: Al (Address)

Project Title: Healthy Soils Program Incentive Projects

Project Applicant: California Department of Food and Agriculture - Office of Environmental Farming and Innovation

Project Location - Specific:

Healthy Soils Program Incentive Projects are located across the State of California.

Project Location - City: _Statewide Project Location - County: _Statewide
Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project:

The Healthy Soils Incentive projects are competitive grant funded projects administered by the California
Department of Food and Agriculture that provide financial assistance for on-farm implementation of conservation
management that improve soil health, sequester carbon and reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: California Department of Food and Agriculture

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: California Department of Food and Agriculture

Exempt Status: (check one):
O Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);
O Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));
OO0 Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));
Categorical Exemption. State type and section number:
O Statutory Exemptions. State code number:

Class 1 Categorical Exemption, Existing Facilities; Cal. Code Regs. Title 14, §15301

Reasons why project is exempt:

The D of Food and Ag has that the Healthy Soils Incentive Projects are Class 1 Categorical Exemption projects.

Section 15301 of the California Code of Regulations defines a Class 1 categorical exemption as “the operation, repair, maintenance, permitting, leasing, licensing, or minor alteration of existing public o private structures, facilities, mechanical equipment, or
topographical features, involving negligible or no expansion of use beyond that existing at the time of the lead agency's determination.” In the case of the Healthy Soils Incentive Projects there will be no expansion of use, as farming activities have been
established practices at the project locations. A majority of the healthy soils practices incentivized through the Healthy Soils Incentive Projects are also incentivized through funding by the USDA's Natural Resource Conservation Service on California farms
over the past 3 decades. These practices do not result in physical changes to the environment, damage to scenic resources, historic resources or create significant environmental or cumulative impacts, due to being implemented on existing farms.

This is to certify that the final document, and , and the record of project approval are available to the public at the following location:

Department of Food and Agriculture
Office of Environmental Farming and Innovation (OEFI)

Lead Agency i
Contact Person: Amrith Gunasekara Area Code/Telephone/Extension: _(916) 654-0433

If filed by applicant:
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project? EYes [ No

Signature: - Date: May 29,2020 Tjye- Manager, OEFI

@ Signed by Lead Agency O Signed by Applicant

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. Date Received for filing at OPR:
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code.
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