
CEQA # 12958 

State of California 
Department of Parks and Recreation 

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

TO: Office of Planning and Research 
1400 Tenth Street 

FROM: Department of Parks and Recreation 
7806 Folsom-Auburn Road 

Sacramento, CA 95814 Folsom, CA 95630 

PROJECT TITLE: Tree of Heaven and Black Locust Control at Peninsula 

LOCATION: Folsom Lake State Recreation Area COUNTY: El Dorado 

DESCRIPTION OF THE NATURE AND PURPOSE ·oF PROJECT: Remove and treat 
expanding populations of tree of heaven (Ailanthus altissima) and black locust trees at the 
Peninsula sub-unit within Folsom Lake State Recreation Area to control expansion of these 
invasive species which are outcompeting native vegetation and adding to the fuel load . Small 
tree of heaven, waist high or shorter, will be treated with a foliar application of herbicide (active 
ingredient Aminopyralid and or Triclopyr). Larger plants will be treated using a cut stump 
method of treatment which involves cutting the tree at or just above ground level with a 
chainsaw and immediately applying herbicide onto the cut stem. Herbicide applications will only 
be made to the target species (tree of heaven and a small number of black locust trees). Tree 
removal work will take place outside of nesting season in fall/winter when the cut stump 
treatment method is most effective. Foliar applications will be made in late spring or summer 
when foliage is fully emerged and before the transition into dormancy. It is anticipated that 
follow-up treatments may be necessary in subsequent years to exhaust the seedbank. Cut 
material will be piled in nearby areas and either left to decompose in place or burned when 
conditions are safe to do so during the rainy season (late fall -winter) by Cal Fire crews. A 
scratch line would be scraped , down to mineral soil , around each pile prior to burning pile to. 
help make burning piles safer. 

PUBLIC AGENCY APPROVING THE PROJECT: California Department of Parks and 
Recreation 

NAME OF DIVISION OR DISTRICT CARRYING OUT THE PROJECT: Gold Fields District 

EXEMPT STATUS: 
~ Categorical Exemption Class: 4 Section: 15304 

REASONS WHY PROJECT IS EXEMPT: The project consists of minor public alterations in the 
condition of land, water and/or vegetation which do not involve the removal of healthy, mature, 
scenic trees except for forestry or agricultural purposes and is included as "Resource 
management projects" in the Department of Parks and Recreation's list of exempt activities, in 
accordance with CCR § 15300.4. 

CONTACT: Jim Micheaels, Gold Fields District 
PHONE: (916) 988-0205 

EMAIL: jim.micheaels@parks.ca.gov 
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