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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
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	Project Title: Blanchard/Old Creek Ranch PTP Minor Use Permit
	Lead Agency: County of San Luis Obispo
	Contact Name: Eric Hughes
	Email: ehughes@co.slo.ca.us
	Phone Number: 805.781.1591
	Project Location: Cayucos, County of San Luis Obispo
	Project Description: A request by Terez-Maria Blanchard of Old Creek Ranch PTP for a Minor Use Permit (DRC2018-00081) to allow for the establishment of 3 acres of outdoor cannabis cultivation and ancillary transport of cannabis products grown on-site on two parcels totaling 410 acres. The project would result in site disturbance of approximately 2.03 acres including minimal surface clearing and grubbing associated with installation of security fencing and manual preparation of the cultivation sites. The project includes a request to modify the screening and fencing standards (LUO 22.40.050.D.6) to allow for the installation of electrified deer fencing. The project site is located within the Agriculture land use designation at 12520 Santa Rita Road, approximately 4 miles northeast of the community of Cayucos in the Adelaida sub area of the North County Planning Area.
	Project's Effects: Mitigation has been identified to require removal of fencing upon cessation of cannabis cultivation activities to reduce impacts associated with conversion of Farmland designated by the FMMP to less than significant. The project includes site disturbance and vegetation grubbing within an area with potentially suitable habitat for Cambria morning glory. Mitigation has been identified to require seasonally timed surveys to confirm presence or absence of this species, and transplant any individuals that are found within the area. The project area and/or immediately surrounding areas support suitable habitat for nesting birds protected by the MTBA and special-status amphibians including Western pond turtle and California red-legged frog (CRLF). Mitigation has been identified to require retention of a qualified biologist, pre-construction surveys, worker awareness training, clear delineation of work areas, capture and relocation measures, and coordination with relevant agencies when necessary to reduce potential impacts to less than significant. Mitigation has been identified to require ground-disturbing activities to occur outside of the rainy season if feasible, implementation of Best Management Practices for surface water protection and erosion control, and equipment maintenance and refueling standards to reduce impacts to riparian habitats and on-site ephemeral drainages to less than significant. The project would result in impacts to native oak trees on-site, which are locally designated resource. Mitigation has been identified to require replacement of impacted trees and protection of trees to be unimpacted. Mitigation has been identified to require review of project grading, drainage and erosion control plans by a qualified geologist to reduce impacts associated with ground stability, soil erosion, and landslides to less than significant. 
	Areas of Controversy: Local members of the public have raised concerns regarding security, aesthetics, water supply, and cumulative impacts on similar cannabis cultivation projects located within the broader project vicinity. No specific issues have been raised for the proposed project at this time. 
	List of Agencies: California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA)
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW)
Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB)


