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Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
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	Text Field: 
	Project Title: Wastewater Treatment and Effluent Percolation System Upgrade
	Lead Agency: City of Fortuna
	Contact Name: Liz Shorey, Deputy Director of Community Development
	Email: lshorey@ci.fortuna.ca.us
	Phone Number: (707)725-1408
	Project Location: City of Fortuna, Humboldt County
	Project Description: Development of a treated effluent subsurface percolation field on the western side of the Eel River, and supporting infrastructure upgrade of the City’s existing developed WWTP site. The new percolation facility is located approximately 2,800 feet from the water’s edge during low flow conditions. This site is more than 15 times further from the river than the existing percolation ponds and thus has much greater hydrologic separation from the Eel River. Under the proposed project, treated effluent would be pumped from the existing treatment plant under the Eel River through a new, directionally-drilled pipeline. A new pump station and piping modifications at the treatment plant would be required, along with a network of subsurface percolation pipes at the percolation site. The City’s Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) is regulated under the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (NCRWQCB) Order No. R1-2017-0005. The City obtained funding through the Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF) for planning of the project. The objective of the project is to address compliance issues related to the disposal of treated effluent and construct a new disposal system to replace the historic May 15th through September 30th use of the existing percolation ponds at the City’s plant and avoid the potential connection to the Eel River during the discharge prohibition period.
	Project's Effects: Air quality construction emissions mitigated re dust control measures. Biological resources & impacts to special plant and animal species mitigated with surveys for plant, amphibian, and bat species; impacts to wetlands mitigated with avoidance and/or rehab/replacement permits. Cultural resources construction-related impacts mitigated with pre-construction training, monitoring, and consultation with professionals if any artifacts are found. Hydrology/Water Quality mitigation: implement best management practices to protect water quality; development of a horizontal directional drilling hydorfracture contingency plan. 
	Areas of Controversy: No areas of controversy.
	List of Agencies: Humboldt County 
North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board
State Water Resources Control Board
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
Coastal Commission
State Lands Commission


