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Funding Recipient: City of Calexico 


Project Proponent: City of Calexico 


CEQA Lead Agency: City of Calexico 


Proposition: 68 and General Funds 
 


Agreement Number: 
4600014089 
 


Project Title: New River Improvement Project – Calexico Reach 


CEQA Documentation at: 
Project file path:  P:\Current Projects\IRWM_GrantProgram\GeneralFund\2020 City of 
Calexico\Deliverables\CEQA 


 


Routing: Title:  Signatures: Date 


Thang Nguyen Manager, Southern Region 
Office   


Mary Guerin CEQA Lead   


Michael Weil Project Manager    


 
Notes: 
  
CEQA Responsible Agency Review for the New River Improvement Project 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Note to Grant Manager:  
Upon return of signed FAPP2 Documents: 


1. Update FAB CEQA Tracker on DRA FAB Fiscal Reporting 
2. Save the signed FAPP2 documents in the project file. 
3. Inform the Grantee they can now submit an invoice that includes the applicable construction costs (see the grant 


agreement requirements). 


DocuSign Envelope ID: FAE2EDCB-BD94-4CD7-B08B-C5CDCEAD189D


7/18/2023


7/18/2023


7/18/2023







State of California   DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES California Natural Resources Agency 


NOTICE OF DETERMINATION 


TO:  Office of Planning and Research FROM: CA. Dept. of Water Resources 
P.O. Box 3044 
Sacramento, CA 958112-3044 
(If submitted; otherwise address to project file  ) 


SUBJECT: Filing of Notice of Determination in compliance Public Resources Code section 21108. 


PROJECT TITLE:   
LEAD AGENCY:                                                           
CONTACT PERSON:  


                               SCH#:  
PHONE NUMBER:   


PROJECT LOCATION:   
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 


FINDINGS: 
This is to advise that the California Department of Water Resources 
approved the project described above and awarded in the amount of $ , 
on ___________________________                       .  


The Department of Water Resources has made the following determinations regarding the project. 


1. The project   have significant effects on the environment. 
2. A   was prepared for this project by 


. 
3. Additional mitigation measures   made a condition of the issuance of the 


funding agreement. 
4. A Statement of Overriding Considerations   adopted for this project. 


The California Department of Water Resources is a “Responsible Agency” not a “Lead Agency for 
this project and the DFW fees for this project were paid on                                    . 


Signature: Date: 


DATE RECEIVED FOR FILING AND POSTING AT OPR: 


DFW Filing has been paid. (Attach Receipt) 


Approved by FAIR Committee for Interim Use 
DWR 9815 (New 10/20) Page 1 of 1 


770 Fairmont Ave., Suite 200
Los Angeles, CA 91203


New River Improvement Project - Calexico Reach


City of Calexico (City)


David Dale , City Manager


2020049056


(760) 768-2110


The intersection of 2nd St. and New River to east of the All American Canal


(1) Construction of a trash screen at the International Boundary with Mexico;  (2) Divert and encase the river 
from a  point downstream of the International Border to a point downstream of the eastern boundary of 
Calexico in order to bypass the populated southern area of the City; and, (3) A pump-back system to take 
treated wastewater from the existing City Wastewater Treatment Plant and discharge it into the New River 
channel at a point near the river diversion and encasement structure.      


Salton Sea Management Prog.
a Grant 28,000,000


4/27/2021


will not
 Mitigated Negative Declaration


the City of Calexico
were not


was not


06/23/2020


Thang Nguyen
Manager, Southern Regional Office
818-207-9487


✔


06/23/2023
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CEQA FINDINGS FOR A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION 
 


CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES 
CEQA RESPONSIBLE AGENCY FINDINGS 


NEW RIVER IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 
 


I. ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW PROCESS 


 The California Department of Water Resources (“Department”), as a Responsible Agency under the 
California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”), makes the following findings with regard to the application 
submitted to the Department by the City of Calexico (The City) for state funding for the costs of constructing 
the New River Improvement Project – Calexico Reach (Project).  The City, as the Lead Agency under CEQA, 
in April 2020 prepared and adopted an Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (“IS/MND”) for the Project 
and a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan (“MMRP”).  On June 23, 2020, The City filed a Notice of 
Determination (“NOD”).   


 In April 2020, The City prepared an IS/MND to address minor impacts and mitigation measures as a 
result of the Project.  On June 23, 2020, the City filed an NOD in compliance with Section 21152 of the Public 
Resources Code to fulfill its CEQA responsibilities. 


 The Project consists of three primary components: (1) construction of a trash screen at the International 
Boundary with Mexico; (2) divert and encase the river from a point downstream of the International Boundary 
to a point downstream of the easter boundary of Calexico in order to bypass the populated southern area of the 
City; and, (3) a pump-back system to take treated wastewater from the existing City of Calexico Wastewater 
Treatment Plant and discharge it into the New River channel at a point near the river diversion and encasement 
structure.  


 The Project is described at length in the IS/MND completed by The City. Construction of the Project has 
commenced. 


 The Department, as a Responsible Agency under CEQA, has reviewed and considered the 
documentation prepared by The City, the Lead Agency. The Department has carefully considered the 
environmental effects of the Project and has reached its own independent conclusion on whether and how to 
approve the provision of state funding for a portion of the costs of constructing the Project.   


 The Department’s role in the Project would be to provide funding to The City pursuant to a Funding 
Agreement for the Project construction costs. The Department has no police power authority over the Project, 
and it has no authority over the Project as a permitting or regulatory agency.   


 Based on its independent review of the Project, the Department makes the following findings. 


II. NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACTS 


 The City determined that there is no substantial evidence that the Project, as mitigated by the mitigation 
measures included in the IS/MND, would have a significant impact on the environment.  The City adopted an 
MMRP to ensure that the mitigation measures are implemented.   


 Based on the Department’s independent judgment and analysis, the Department concurs in the 
determination by The City that there is no substantial evidence that the Project, as mitigated by the mitigation 
measures adopted and incorporated into the Project by The City, would have a significant effect on the  
Environment. 
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III. NO STATEMENT OF OVERRIDING CONSIDERATIONS OR FINDINGS REGARDING 
ALTERNATIVES ARE REQUIRED  


 Because the Project, as mitigated, would not have a significant effect on the environment, CEQA does 
not require the Department to consider alternatives to the Project or adopt a statement of overriding 
considerations.   


VI. NO SUPPLEMENTAL OR SUBSEQUENT ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW IS REQUIRED 


 The Department finds that no supplemental or subsequent environmental review is required.  In 
particular, the Department finds that there are no substantial changes in the Project, no substantial changes in 
the circumstances surrounding the Project, and no new information of substantial importance, which gives rise 
to a new significant environmental impact or otherwise triggers the need for additional CEQA review under 
Section 15162 of the CEQA Guidelines.   


 The City in April 2020 prepared an IS/MND to address minor impacts and mitigation measures as a 
result of the project.  Based on the Department’s independent review, the Department concurs in the 
determination by The City. 


VII. ADOPTION OF FINDINGS BY THE DEPARTMENT 


 The Department hereby formally adopts the findings set forth herein. 


 


 
_________________________ 


        Thang Nguyen 
Manager, Southern Region Office  
Division of Regional Assistance 
Department of Water Resources 


 


___________________________________ 
Date 
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State Water Resources Control Board 


THE DIVISION OF FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 


Document Routing/ Sign-off Sheet 


Name Initial/Date 


Division Support MaryAnne Rosario 


Approver 1 Tricia Carter 


Approver 2 Alex Huang 


Approver 3 Kim Dinh 


Approver 4 Christopher Stevens 


Approver 5 Joe Karkoski 


Division Support MaryAnne Rosario 


NOTE: If Item is signed off with no edits, this will go forward as a final document. If you have 
any edits, please return to MaryAnne Rosario via email and indicate whether you would 
like to see the document again after edits are made. 


PLEASE NOTE DOCUMENT FILEPATH BELOW: Bcc List: 


Department of Water Resources D2218001 
New River Improvement Project - Calexico Reach 
CEQA ND/MND/EIR for Grant Projects 
State Water Resources Control Board Environmental Clearance 


N/A Ahmad Kashkoli 


 


 


7/25/2023


7/25/23


For T. Carter
7/25/23


7/26/2023


7/26/2023
7/28/2023












CEQA ND/MND/EIR for Grant Projects 
State Water Resources Control Board Environmental Clearance 


Agreement Number: 
Grantee: County: 
Lead Agency:  


Project Title:    


Project Location (attach map, if applicable): 
Purpose of the Project:    


Project Description:    


The Project includes (List major tasks):    


Type of CEQA/NEPA Document: IS/ND    IS/MND  EIR  EIR/EIS  EIR/EA  OTHER 


Environmental Documents Included: 
List of Permits: 


Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP): Yes   No  


Date CEQA document approved by Lead Agency (if applicable):    


Is the Project located in an area that contains traditional tribal lands?  Yes   No 


       If yes, was the appropriate California Native American tribe timely notified?  Yes  No 


Statement of Overriding Considerations: Yes   No   


 If Yes, list the impacts: 


       There will be no impacts to water quality:   
Date NOD filed with OPR:    


Date FONSI or ROD made by NEPA Agency (if applicable): 


Mitigation Requirements (if applicable): 


Findings: 
1. is the Lead Agency under CEQA for the Project. 


2. filed an NOD with the State Clearinghouse (No.  ) on .


3. State Water Board staff reviewed and considered the environmental documents listed above and
determined that the Project will not result in any significant adverse water quality impacts.


4. Are there additional findings?  Yes  No 


If Yes, list the findings:


State Water Board Concurrence: 


x 
Print: Date: 


CC: Project Manager: 
Grant Analyst: 


Tricia Carter
Taylor Stevens





		Agreement Number: D2218001

		Grantee: California Department of Water Resources (DWR)

		County: Imperial

		Lead Agency: City of Calexico

		Type of CEQANEPA Document ISND: Off

		ISMND: On

		EIR: Off

		EIREIS: Off

		EIREA: Off

		OTHER: Off

		Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program MMRP Yes: On

		No: Off

		Is the Project located in an area that contains traditional tribal lands Yes: Off

		No_2: On

		If yes was the appropriate California Native American tribe timely notified Yes: Off

		No_3: Off

		Statement of Overriding Considerations Yes: Off

		No_4: On

		There will be no impacts to water quality: On

		Are there additional findings Yes: Off

		No_5: On

		Project Title: New River Improvement Project - Calexico Reach

		Project Location: 2nd St. and New River to east of the All American Canal

		Purpose of the Project: Address public health threat posed by the New River by improving water quality.

		Project Description: See attached supplemental DWR CEQA Concurrence documentation.

		Major Task: Installation of trash screen & diversion structure, 72-in bypass pipe, pump-back system

		Environmental Documents Included: Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration

		List of Permits: See attached supplemental DWR CEQA Concurrence documentation.

		List of Impacts: 

		Mitigation Requirements: Please refer to MND

		Name of Agency: City of Calexico

		Agency: City of Calexico

		Number: 2020049056

		Print: Joe Karkoski

				2023-07-28T16:50:44-0700

		Joe Karkoski





		[LIST ANY ADDITIONAL FINDINGS]: 

		Date 2: 06/23/2020

		Date 3: 

		Date 1: 06/23/2020

		Date 4: 06/23/2020

		Date 5: 7/28/2023







