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“Provide a safe, sustainable, integrated and efficient transportation system  

to enhance California’s economy and livability” 

 

Construction Noise  
 
The project setting at the above post mile is rural. No residences located within 500 feet radius 
around post mile 1.0 (PM 1.0).  
    
During construction of the project, noise from construction activities may intermittently 
dominate the noise environment in the immediate area of construction.  Construction noise is 
regulated by Caltrans Standard Specifications Section 14-8.02 “Noise Control,” which states that 
noise will not exceed 86 dBA at 50 feet from the job site from 9:00 p.m. to 6 a.m. It also states to 
control and monitor noise resulting from work activities. 
 
Table 1 summarizes noise levels produced by construction equipment that is commonly used on 
roadway construction projects. Construction equipment is expected to generate noise levels 
ranging from 80 to 92 dBA at a distance of 50 feet, and noise produced by construction 
equipment would be reduced over distance at a rate of about 6 dB per doubling of distance.  

 
Table 1: Typical Construction Noise Levels 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                              Table based on EPA studies and measured data from various construction equipment and manufacturer’s data 
 
No adverse noise related to construction are anticipated because construction would be 
conducted in accordance with Caltrans Standard Specifications Section 14-8.02 and applicable 
local noise standards.  Construction noise would be short-term and intermittent.  As mentioned 
above no residences located near the construction site. However, implementing the following 
measures would minimize the temporary noise from construction: 
 

Noise Source  50-Foot Maximum Noise Level 
(Lmax) dBA2 3  

Air Compressor (portable)4  89 
Air Compressor (stationary)  89 
Auger, Drilled Shaft Rig  89 
Backhoe  90 
Bar Bender  85 
Compactor  85 
Concrete Mixer (small trailer)  68 
Concrete Mixer Truck  89 
Concrete Pump Trailer  84 
Concrete Vibrator  81 
Forklift  86 
Generator  87 
Jack Hammer  88 
Paver  92 
Pneumatic Tool  88 
Pump  80 
Roller  83 
Saw, Electric  80 
Tamper  88 
Tractor  90 
Other Equipment with Diesel  88 








