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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The project proponent proposing to develop a Residential Care Facility for the Elderly
(RCFE) on a 3.16-acre parcel in San Bernardino County, California (Township 2 South,
Range 8 West, Section 8) (Figures 1, 2, and 3). The site has been heavily disturbed by
past human activities; consequently, there is limited native vegetation. The dominant
vegetation consisted of erodium (Erodium texanum), schismus (schismus barbatus) and
brome grass (Brome sp.) with Russian thistle (Salsola dorii) and bunchgrass (Phleum sp.)
also present. The site is bordered by single family dwellings to the north, east, and south
beyond which are more residential developments. The site is also bordered on the
southwest by Serenity Trail. No sensitive species or sensitive habitats (e.g., wetlands,
riparian areas, etc.) were observed during the biological surveys conducted on August
28, 2019. No mitigation measures are required; furthermore, the site does not support

any biological resources which would prevent commercial development of the property.

Various sensitive wildlife species have been documented in the surrounding region
within a radius of approximately 10-miles of the site according to the California Natural
Diversity Data Base (2019). There are twelve State or federal listed (i.e., threatened or
endangered) wildlife species that have been documented in the region including
Swainson’s hawk (Buteo swainsoni), San Bernardino kangaroo rat (Dipodomys merriami
parvus), coastal California gnatcatcher (Polioptila californica californica), tri-colored

blackbird (Agelaius tricolor), California black rail (Laterallus jamaicensis coturniculus),

least Bell’s vireo (Vireo bellii pusillus), Santa Ana sucker (Catostomus santaanae),
western yellow-billed cuckoo (Coccyzus americanus occidentalis), southwestern willow
flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), Stephen’s kangaroo rat (Dipodomys stephensi),
steelhead (Oncorhynchus mykiss irideus [population 10]), and Delhi Sands flower-loving
fly (Rhaphiomidas terminatus abdominalis). One listed insect, the crotch bumble bee

(Bombus crotchii), has also been documented in the area.



There are four State or federal listed plant species in the region including Santa Ana
woollystar (Eriastrum densifolium ssp. sanctorum), Brauton’s milk-vetch (A4stragalus
brauntonii), Nevin’s barberry (Berberis nevinii), and slender-horned spineflower
(Dodecahema leptoceras). Several other special status plant and animal species (i.e.,
“Species of Special Concern,” etc.) occur in the region and these are provided in Table 1

(Appendix A).

All of the State and federal listed species, as well as the other special status species, have
relatively specific habitat requirements (e.g., riparian habitat, coastal sage scrub, aquatic
areas, wetlands, vernal pools, native vegetation, etc.). As mentioned above, the site has
been significantly disturbed by past activities and as such, does not support suitable
habitat for any of the listed or special status species. However, the burrowing owl
(Athene cunicularia), which is a California Species of Special Concern, does occasionally
occur in highly disturbed areas; although, no owls were seen during the August 2019

surveys nor were any suitable burrows detected.



1.0 PROJECT AND PROPERTY DESCRIPTION

The property is located northeast of Serenity Trail just northeast of the intersection of
Chino Avenue and Serenity Trail in an unincorporated part of San Bernardino County
(Township 2 south, Range 8 West, Section 8) (Figures 1 and Figure 2). The site is
approximately 3.16-acres in size and has been disturbed by past human activities (Figure
4). The site is surrounded by existing residential dwellings. Biological surveys were
conducted on the property, as well as the Caltrans right-of-way southwest and west of the
site. Surveys were conducted on August 28, 2019, during which data on the existing
biological conditions were recorded, and the results of the survey are presented in this
report. The site and surrounding areas were also evaluated for the potential presence of
sensitive species that are known to occur in the general region. Currently, the site
supports limited native vegetation consisting of low lying erodium, schismus, and brome
grass (Figure 3). See Section 4.0 for a more detailed discussion of the biological

resources.

The proponent is proposing to develop a Residential Care Facility for the Elderly (RCFE)
on the 3.16-acre parcel. The property is located at an elevation of approximately 800 feet
(MSL) (approximate) and is bordered on the north and east by single-family dwellings.
Roadways border the site to the southwest. The USGS Ontario, CA Quadrangle does not
show any blueline channels on the site, and no streams, desert washes or other water
features were observed during the August 28, 2019 field investigatioﬁs. No wildlife
corridors bisect the property and no sensitive wildlife species were observed during the
biological surveys. The site does not support native plant communities which are
associated with any special status species. Weather conditions during the August 2019
field investigations consisted of winds of 0 to 5 mph from the south, temperatures in the

mid 80°s (°F) with clear skies.
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Figure 2
USGS Quadrangle Map
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2.0 LITERATURE & RECORD REVIEW - SPECIAL STATUS SPECIES

As part of the environmental process, California Department of Fish and Wildlife
(CDFW) and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) data sources were reviewed to
determine if any listed and/or sensitive species have been documented in the area
surrounding the site. The Federal Endangered Species Act provides protection for
species of fish, wildlife, and plants that are listed by the US Government as threatened or
endangered in the U.S., and the Act outlines procedures for Federal agencies to follow
when evaluating projects which may jeopardize any listed species. In addition, the
California Endangered Species Act (CESA) provides protection to those species which
are deemed to be threatened with a significant decline or extinction within California and
the CESA provides CDFW with the responsibility of evaluating projects which may

affect sensitive species.

Based on a general literature review, a search of USFWS and CDFW data bases, and a
search of the California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB), it was determined that
there are twelve State or federal listed wildlife species and four listed plants that have
been documented in the immediate surrounding region within approximately ten miles of
the site (CNDDB, 2019). These listed species include Swainson’s hawk, San Bernardino
kangaroo rat, coastal California gnatcatcher, tri-colored blackbird, California black rail,
least Bell’s vireo, Santa Ana sucker, western yellow-billed, cuckoo, southwestern
flycatcher, Stephen’s kangaroo rat, steelhead, Delhi Sands flower loving fly, Santa Ana

woolystar, Brauton’s milk-vetch, Nevin’s barberry, and slender-horned spineflower

(CNDDB, 2019, Table 1, Appendix A).

Following the data review, general biological surveys were performed on the site and in
the Caltrans right-of-way on August 28, 2019. The biological resources on the site and in
the surrounding areas were investigated by Randall C. Arnold, Jr. from about 0900 to
1130 hours. As part of the surveys, the project site and the right-of-way to the southwest
of the site were evaluated for the presence of habitats which could potentially support

populations of sensitive species.



3.0 METHODOLOGIES
General Vegetation and Wildlife

General biological surveys were conducted on August 28, 2019 during which Randall C.
Arnold, Jr. (Principal biologist) from RCA Associates, Inc. walked meandering transects
(transects of opportunity) throughout the site from about 0900 to 1130 hours). During
the surveys, data was collected on the plant species present on the site and in the
immediate surrounding area and the wildlife species observed were also documented.
Those plants which could not be identified in the field were collected and taken back to

the lab for identification.

Birds which use the site and adjacent areas, were identified by visual observations and
sound; whereas, mammals were identified by scats, tracks, burrows, or direct
observations. All plants and animals detected during the field investigations were
recorded and are provided in compendium Tables 2 & 3 (Appendix A). The site was also
evaluated for the presence of any sensitive habitats (e.g., wetlands, streams, etc.) and any

native habitats which could potentially support sensitive species.

Special Status Species

The site is relatively small (3.16-acres) and supports minimal vegetation due to past
human activities. It was determined that protocol surveys were unnecessary for any of
the special status species known to occur in the region (See Table 1, Appendix A) given
the existing level of past disturbance and the absence of any native plant communities.
However, the site was surveyed for the presence of burrowing owls and suitable owl

burrows given the fact that this species does occasionally occur in disturbed habitats.



4,0 GENERAL BIOLOGICAL SURVEY RESULTS

The site supports a ruderal plant community due to past human disturbances. The
dominant plants included erodium (Erodium texanum), schismus (Shismus barbatus),

brome grasses (Bromus sp.), Russian thistle (Salsola tragus), and buckwheat (Eriogonum

sp.). A few ornamental shrubs and trees also occur along portions of the northern
property line. Vegetation in the areas adjacent to the site also consisted of mesquite trees
(Prosopis sp.), erodium, schismus, and brome grass (Brome sp.) (Figure 4) (Appendix A,
Tables 2). Figure 4 is an aerial view of the site which depicts the existing conditions on

the site and in the surrounding area.

Ravens (Corvus corax), California ground squirrel (Spermophilus beecheyi), mourning
dove (Zenaida macroura), and song sparrows (Melospiza melodia) were the only wildlife
species observed on the site during the August 2019 surveys. Raptors such as red-tailed
hawks have been previously observed in the area; however, no raptor nests were observed
in any of the trees along the eastern boundary of the site. Other common species which
have been observed in the general area during other recent surveys performed by RCA
Associates, Inc. include side-blotched lizards (Uta stansburiana), western kingbird
(Tryannus verticalis), and black phoebe (Sayornis nigricans) (Appendix A, Table 3). No
distinct wildlife corridors were identified on the site or in the immediate surrounding

area, and no breeding activities were observed among any of the wildlife observed.
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5.0 IMPACTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

1 General Biological Resources

The site does not support any native plant communities due to past human activities on
the property. As noted above, the site is surrounded by existing single-family dwellings
to the north and east with Serenity Trail to the southwest. The site also shows signs of
past ground clearing activities which has resulted in ruderal vegetation throughout the
site. There are also signs that the property may have been used for hay production. No
sensitive habitats or wildlife corridors exist on the site. Based on the findings of the
August 2019 surveys the proposed project and its associated cumulative impacts to the
general biological resources are not expected to be significant. Development of the site
will result in removal of 3.16-acres of ruderal vegetation which will have a minimal
impact on wildlife which currently utilize the site. The wildlife species which inhabit the
site are limited in number and the mobile species will disperse through the area; although

less mobile species will experience some mortality.

5.2 Special Status Species

No special status species were observed during the general biological surveys conducted
on August 28, 2019, nor is the site expected to support any listed or other special status
species now or in the future. As noted above, the site has been significantly disturbed by
past human activities and does not support any habitats which are associated with any of
the species listed in Table 1 (Appendix A). However, one species (i.e., burrowing owl)
sometimes inhabits disturbed areas if suitable burrows are present. No owls, owl sign
(castings, whitewash, etc.) or suitable burrows were observed during the field

investigations.
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6.0 MITIGATION MEASURES

Approval of the proposed project is not expected to have an adverse effect on any special
status species based on the results of the August 2019 field investigations. The site is
bordered on the north and east by houses, and on the southwest by Serenity Trail and
supports ruderal vegetation. The site shows signs of significant past disturbance and does
not support any habitat suitable for any special status species; therefore, the site is not
expected to support any populations of those special status species known to occur in the
surrounding region (Table 1, Appendix A). No mitigation measures are recommended at
this time; however, if any special status species are identified in the future during
development activities, CDFW and USFWS should be notified. CDFW and USFWS are

the only agencies which can grant authorization for the “take” of any sensitive species.
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Appendix A

CNDDB Sensitive Species List (Table 1)
&
Flora and Fauna Tables 1 & 2
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Table 2 - Plants observed on the site and in the immediate surrounding area.

Common Name

Scientific Name

Location

Erodium Erodium texanum On-site & off-site
Brome grasses Bromus sp. ¥
Schismus Schismus barbatus s
Russian thistle Salsola tragus t
Mesquite Prosopis sp. Adjacent to site
Sunflower Helianthus sp. On-site
Buckwheat Eriogonum sp. -
Russian thistle Salsola tragus *

Table 3 - Wildlife observed on the site and those species expected to occur in

surrounding area.

Common Name

Scientific Name

Location

Common raven

Corvus corax

On-site and in the ZOI.

Song sparrow

Melospiza melodia

California ground squirrel

Spermophilus beecheyi

Red-tailed Hawk

Buteo jamecensis

Mourning dove

Zenaida macroura

Black phoebe

Sayornis nigricans

Observed in surrounding area.

Western Kingbird

Tyrannus verticalis

s

Side-blotched lizard

Uta stansburiana

i

701 = Zone of Influence (surrounding area)

Note: The above Tables are not comprehensive lists of every plant or animal species which may occur in the area, but
are a list of those common species which were identified on the site during the one-day survey, or which are relatively

common in the region.




Appendix B

Certification



CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that the statements furnished above and in the attached exhibits, present
the data and information required for this biological evaluation, and that the facts,
statements, and information presented are true and correct to the best of my knowledge
and belief. Fieldwork conducted for this assessment was performed by me or under my
direct supervision. [ certify that I have not signed a non-disclosure or consultant
confidentiality agreement with the project applicant or applicant’s representative and that
I have no financial interest in the project.

Date: C(*/O g 20( 9 Signed: Qa,m/&/@( /%"M

Report Author

Field Work Performed By: Randall Arnold
Principal Biologist




