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summary to each electronic copy of the document.
SCH #:
Project Title:

Big Chico Creek Ecological Reserve Prescribed Fire Program Unit 7

Lead Agency: Department of Forestry and Fire Protection
Contact Name:
Email:

Tim Keesey

tim@bcrcd.org

Phone Number:

(530) 260-0934

Project Location: Chico, Butte
City

County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
The project is a 322-acre fuels reduction and ecological enhancement effort situated on Musty Buck Ridge within the
3,950-acre Big Chico Creek Ecological Reserve (BCCER). The 322-acre BCCER prescribed fire project would complete
the western portion of a landscape-scale defensible zone in the path of historic fire spread in the Big Chico Creek
Watershed. The project would reduce fuels using mechanical cutting, crushing brush with a machine such as a small
tracked Bobcat, uprooting brush by pulling, pile burning, and broadcast burning. Auxiliary project operations would
include maintenance and improving (including isolated widening) the natural surface (dirt or bedrock) of the private 4WD
roads which access the steep, remote area, and rehabilitation of excessively disturbed areas (e.g., machine tracks) after
machine operations are concluded. Project activities will likely commence Fall 2020 and be complete by December 2028.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
Mitigation is required to reduce potentially significant impacts related to Air Quality and Biological Resources. The
proposed treatments are not expected to adversely affect air quality standards, regional haze, and wilderness air quality
related values, because of laws, rules, regulations and mitigation measures that would be implemented. Prescribed
burning is regulated by the BCAQMD in compliance with the state smoke management plan, Title 17. Fire managers are
required to meet all air district standards and therefore the prescribed burning operations are presumed to conform to the
Clean Air Act. Best Management Practices will be applied for protecting wildlife and wildlife habitat. These will include
notification and consultation with CDFW if sensitive species are identified during project operations and application of
agreed-upon protection; snag retention; wildlife tree retention; prohibition of burning and fireline construction near
watercourses; and prohibition of refueling of equipment near watercourses. Populations of sensitive botanical resources
will be flagged prior to project implementation, and no pile-burning or grading will be allowed on top of known
populations. Prevention of the spread of invasive species with equipment will be prevented by use of contract clauses
that require the activities of contractors are conducted to prevent and control the introduction, establishment, and spread
of aquatic and terrestrial invasive species. Contractors will not be allowed to stage equipment, materials, or crews in
areas infested with invasive plant species where there is a risk of spread to areas of low infestation.
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continued
If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

There are no known areas of controversy associated with the project, which have been raised by agencies or the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
Responsible Agencies:
Butte County Air Quality Management District
Trustee Agencies:
Department of Fish and Wildlife

