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Lead agencies may include 15 hardcopies of this document when submitting electronic copies of Environmental Impact
Reports, Negative Declarations, Mitigated Negative Declarations, or Notices of Preparation to the State Clearinghouse
(SCH). The SCH also accepts other summaries, such as EIR Executive Summaries prepared pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section 15123. Please include one copy of the Notice of Completion Form (NOC) with your submission and attach the
summary to each electronic copy of the document.
SCH #:
Project Title:

Lower Norco Bluffs Toe Protection Project

Lead Agency: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Contact Name:
Email:

Jenna May

Jenna.C.May@usace.army.mil

Phone Number:

2134523698

Project Location: Norco; Riverside County
City

County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
The Proposed Action includes construction of an approximately 1.5-mile long embankment structure comprised of
launchable rock, rip rap, bedding material, and fill. The structure will extend from about 2.5 ft. below the riverbed to the
top of bank protection of the 100-year water surface elevation at a 2:1 angle. A permanent maintenance road and
drainage system is also incorporated into the design. Temporary components include a construction access road and
staging area and use of a borrow site located about 3 mi. west of the project site.
Location: City of Norco, Riverside County. The Proposed Action is located along an approximate 1.54-mile reach of the
Santa Ana River near the northwest boundary of the City of Norco, downstream of the Hammer Ave. Bridge.
Consequences: The Proposed Action will result in approximately 37.05 acres of permanent impacts and 39.22 acres of
temporary impacts.
Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
Potential effects include permanent impacts to approximately 28.07 acres of riparian habitat. Approximately 21.45 acres
of riparian habitat will be temporarily impacted. Permanent impacts will be mitigated off-site at a 5:1 ratio, and temporary
impacts will be mitigated on-site to a 1:1 ratio.
To reduce potential effects related to ground disturbance, grading activities would be kept at a minimum, and root
structures would be left intact to allow regrowth. To limit the effects of vegetation removal and ground-disturbing,
construction activities would be limited to the TCE and delineated by visible boundaries. Additionally, dust control
measures would be implemented to reduce excessive dust emissions. Additionally, erosion control measures, such as
berms and silt fences, would be implemented to prevent potential effects to existing topography and hydrological
regimes. Upon construction completion, the site would be restored to pre-project conditions and areas temporarily
disturbed would be revegetated with native species.
Least Bell’s vireo (vireo) are known to currently maintain ten territories within 200 ft of the project area, including the
borrow site. Of the ten known territories occurring within 200 ft. of the project area, two lie within the permanent
construction footprint and could be permanently displace. Mitigation to offset impacts to vireo a would also include off-site
restoration of riparian habitat and implementation of a cowbird removal program.
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continued
If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

N/A

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Orange County Public Works (Orange County Flood Control District)

