
 

 

David Stoldt, General Manager 
Monterey Peninsula Water Management District 
5 Harris Court, Building G 
Monterey, CA 92940 
 
Dear Mr. Stoldt: 
 
CLEAN/DRINKING WATER STATE REVOLVING FUND (SRF) PROGRAM INFORMATION 
FOR THE MONTEREY PENINSULA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT (DISTRICT); 
POTENTIAL ACQUISITION OF MONTEREY WATER SYSTEM AND DISTRICT BOUNDARY 
ADJUSTMENT (PROJECT); MONTEREY COUNTY; STATE CLEARINGHOUSE (SCH) NO. 
2020040069 
 
We have received a copy of the District’s draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) from the 
State Clearinghouse for the Project. The Project is related to components under consideration 
for SRF financing, and the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) is 
providing comments related to the to the environmental review and compliance requirements of 
the SRF Program. The Project is related to the following SRF financing applications: California-
American Water Company’s SRF application for the “CalAm Monterey Peninsula Water Supply 
Project” (SRF Project No. 7844-110), and Monterey One Water’s SRF application for the “Pure 
Water Monterey Groundwater Project Expansion” (SRF Project No. 8432-110). 
 
The following are specific comments on the EIR, pursuant to the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines, Section 15044:  
 
1. California-American Water Company has a completed Drinking Water SRF environmental 

review for SRF Project No. 7844-110, the CalAm Monterey Peninsula Water Supply Project. 
Please discuss how the Project would affect the following: 
• Effects to the planned enhancements of the "Aquifer Storage and Recovery Project" as 

described in the project description of the EIR; 
• Addressing the unavoidable biological impacts due to maintenance activities related to 

slant wells as described in the Oct. 18, 2018 Biological Opinion regarding the Monterey 
Peninsula Water Supply Project; and 

• Addressing growth inducement related to the removal of water supply limitation as 
described in the EIR. 
 

2. Monterey One Water (formerly Monterey Regional Water Pollution Control Agency) has 
applied to the Clean Water SRF Program for the Pure Water Monterey Groundwater Project 
Expansion, SRF Project No. 8432-110. The project relies on an EIR (SCH no. 2013051094) 
which the District adopted and approved minor changes on February 22, 2017, and filed a 
Notice of Determination on March 9, 2017. Please address the following: 
• What role will the District take for the Pure Water Monterey Groundwater Project 

Expansion? 
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• If the Pure Water Monterey Groundwater Project Expansion is implemented as an 
alternative to the new desalination plant, how would it affect the anticipated growth-
inducement and biological resources impacts? 

 
If you have any questions or concerns about the State Water Board SRF Program 
environmental review process or the information provided in this letter, please feel free to 
contact me at (916) 341-6983, or Cedric.Irving@waterboards.ca.gov, or contact Brian Cary at 
Brian.Cary@waterboards.ca.gov.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Cedric Irving 
Environmental Scientist 
Division of Financial Assistance 
 
Enclosures (1) 
 
1. Oct. 18, 2018 Biological Opinion 
 
cc:  State Clearinghouse 

(Re: SCH# 2020040069) 
P.O. Box 3044 
Sacramento, CA  95812-3044 

 
bcc:  Cedric Irving, Division of Financial Assistance 

Ahmad Kashkoli, Division of Financial Assistance 
 Brian Cary, Division of Financial Assistance 
 Bridget Binning, Division of Financial Assistance  
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IN REPLY REFER TO: 

08EVEN00-2017-F-0613 

United States Department of the Interior 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SER VICE 
Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office 

2493 Portola Road, Suite B 
Ventura, California 93003 

U.S. 
FISH & WILDU.PE 

SERVICE 

� 

October 18, 2018 

Dawn L. Hayes, Deputy Superintendent 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary 
99 Pacific Street, Building 455a 
Monterey, California 93 940 

Subject: Biological Opinion on California American Water Company's Monterey 
Peninsula Water Supply Project, Monterey County, California 

Dear Ms. Hayes: 

This document transmits the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's (Service) biological opinion based 
on our review of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's (NOAA) proposed 
issuance of a permit pursuant to the National Marine Sanctuaries Act for the California American 
Water Company's (Cal-Am) Monterey Peninsula Water Supply Project (Project) and its effects 
on the federally threatened Monterey spineflower (Chorizanthe pungens var. pungens), 
California tiger salamander (Ambystoma californiense), California red-legged frog (Rana· 
draytonii), and western snowy plover (Charadrius nivosus nivosus); the federally endangered 
Monterey gilia (Gilia tenuiflora ssp. arenaria), Yadon's piperia (Piperia yadonii), Menzies' 
wallflower (Erysimum menziesii), and Smith's blue butterfly; and designated critical habitats for 
the California red-legged frog and western snowy plover, in accordance with section 7 of the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (Act) (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.). We received your 
July 25, 2017, request for formal consultation on that same date. 

We have based this biological opinion on information that accompanied your July 25, 2017, 
request for consultation and other information from our files. These documents and others 
relating to the consultation are located at the Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office. 

Your July 25, 2017, request for consultation also included a request for our concurrence that the 
Project is not likely to adversely affect the federally endangered tidewater goby (Eucyclogobius 
newberryi) or its designated critical habitat. The only potential for effects to tidewater goby 
would occur at pipeline crossings of the Salinas River and Tembladero Slough. The Salinas 
River is a known occupied site for the species and the Tembladero Slough is potential habitat 
that has not been recently surveyed. Critical habitat for the tidewater goby has been designated at 
the Salinas River and nowhere else in the Project area. Cal-Am has proposed to attach the 
pipeline to an existing bridge over the Salinas River by working from a barge and/or from 
equipment positioned on the existing bridge, which we expect will result in minimal temporary 






















































































































































































