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Attachment 1: Project Description 

The City of Fremont proposes to permanently close an approximately 0.8-mile stretch of middle 
Morrison Canyon Road to private motor vehicles. The affected area currently is subject to a 
temporary road closure, which has been in place since November 2018.  

Prior to the temporary closure, the City observed sharp increases in automobile traffic on 
Morrison Canyon Road since 2016, and traffic data indicated a substantial number of evening 
weekday commuters were using Morrison Canyon Road as a means to reach I-680 Northbound 
via Vargas Road. This increase in the number of automobile trips on a roadway that lacks the 
capacity and width necessary to accommodate it has contributed to a considerable increase in 
two-way vehicle conflicts. Many sections lack the required width for two cars to pass by each 
other, often requiring one vehicle to reverse to make space, a potentially challenging traffic 
maneuver. Given the topography and curvature of the roadway, this has been a significant 
safety concern for drivers, pedestrians, and bicyclists.  

Following a review of the alternatives and community feedback, as well as a City Council 
recommendation to pursue closing the middle section of Morrison Canyon Road in the interest 
of public safety, the City approved a temporary closure of Morrison Canyon Road on October 
16, 2018; the closure became effective on November 17, 2018. The temporary closure, which 
includes barricades and signage, indicating the roadway access restrictions, limits access to 
private motor vehicles but also allows continued access for emergency vehicles, emergency 
access for local residents within the rural hillside area, and non-vehicular uses (pedestrian and 
bicycle). The temporary closure is achieved through the use of flexible plastic barricades with a 
hinged base that can be mounted by most motor vehicles and navigated by pedestrians and 
bicyclists. 
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