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Section 15123. Please include one copy of the Notice of Completion Form (NOC) with your submission and attach the
summary to each electronic copy of the document.
SCH #:

2020040061

Project Title:

Morrison Canyon Road Traffic Safety Project

Lead Agency: City of Fremont
Contact Name:
Email:

Bill Roth

broth@fremont.gov

Phone Number:

(510) 494-4450

Project Location: City of Fremont, Alameda County
City

County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
The City is proposing to permanently close to private automobile use the above noted 0.8 miles of Morrison Canyon
Road, from the Proposed Western/Bottom Closure to the Proposed Eastern/Top Closure (in other words, from the
intersection of the Road and Ridge Terrace to where the Road intersects Vargas Road. The proposed project would
permanently enact the temporary closure conditions described above, which are active as of October 16, 2018. However,
the proposed project will be analyzed against an assumed baseline of roadway conditions prior to the October 16, 2018
temporary closure. The closure would be implemented through a series of flexible delineators or bollards, the same or
similar to the barriers currently utilized. One or more additional advanced warning signs and flashing beacons would be
added along the Road. Since the barriers are mountable, emergency movement/access would not be hindered. In
addition, the Road would remain open to pedestrian and bicycle uses because the barriers would be passable by
pedestrians and bicyclists.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
The project would have a significant and unavoidable impact on land use by physically dividing an established
community. The barriers that would be installed would prevent non-emergency personal vehicle movement through
"middle" Morrison Canyon Road. While the proposed project would not change or hinder any of the alternative routes
between upper Morrison Canyon Road and central Fremont (such as Vargas Road, Mission Boulevard, etc.), nor would it
prevent movement through the closed portion of the road via pedestrian and bicycle modes, it would involve installation
of vehicular barriers.
The City recognizes the importance some upper Morrison Canyon residents attach to Morrison Canyon Road as a
potential means of driving from their homes to central Fremont. By eliminating the potential use of the road for that
purpose, the project arguably could be considered as physically dividing upper Morrison Canyon from the central
Fremont community.
There is no feasible mitigation strategy that would reduce this impact. Therefore, there are no mitigation measures
included in the Draft EIR.
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continued
If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

The release of the NOP in October 2019 initiated the formal CEQA scoping process, during which the public and
government agencies were able to comment on the issues and provide input on the scope of the EIR. During (and after)
the public comment period, 46 letters were received regarding environmental concerns specific to the proposed project
or the scope and contents of the EIR. Comments regarding environmental concerns were made in the following topic
areas:
•General transportation and circulation
•Enforcement of the road closure
•Vehicle, bicycle, and pedestrian safety
•Illegal dumping
•Wildfire
•Emergency access
•Local resident access
•Accessibility to Vargas Plateau Regional Park
•Aesthetics
•General park and recreation issues.
A summary of all NOP comments received and the location in the EIR where the relevant topic is addressed is included
in Table ES-1, Scoping, starting on page ES-2 of the EIR.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
The nature of the project does not require any other permit from any other City board or outside public agency.
Nonetheless, the City will continue to engage with the following interested agencies throughout the environmental review
process. These agencies are identified in the NOC as reviewing agencies:
•Caltrans District 4
•Native American Heritage Commission
•State Water Resources Control Board (Water Quality)
•California Department of Water Resources
•East Bay Regional Parks District
•Alameda County

