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Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
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	Project Title: Souji Farms, Inc. Minor Use Permit
	Lead Agency: County of San Luis Obispo
	Contact Name: Eric Hughes
	Email: ehughes@co.slo.ca.us
	Phone Number: 805.781.1591
	Project Location: Near Village of Oak Shores, County of San Luis Obispo
	Project Description: A request by Souji Farms, Inc. for a Minor Use Permit (DRC2018-00094) to establish 1 acre (43,560 square feet) of outdoor cannabis cultivation canopy in hoop houses, 22,000 square feet of mixed-light (indoor) cannabis cultivation canopy, and ancillary cannabis processing. Site improvements would include a proposed 27,000-square-foot greenhouse for mixed-light cultivation and a 900-square-foot building for ancillary processing (i.e. drying, trimming, curing, and storage). The project would result in approximately 1.4 acres (62,441 square feet) of site disturbance on a 167-acre parcel, including the removal of four mature oak trees and approximately 1,533 cubic yards of cut and 1,533 cubic yards of fill, to be balanced on-site.  The project includes installation of a 6-foot-high fence to enclose the proposed project components, locking gates, and four approximately 8-foot-high downward-shielded motion sensor lights located near building entrances for security purposes. 
	Project's Effects: The project would utilize artificial light simulation within the proposed greenhouses that would have the potential to affect nighttime views in the area. A mitigation measure has been identified to require that each greenhouse be equipped with adequate blackout systems to reduce potential nighttime lighting impacts to less than significant. Based on the proposed quantity of earthwork and grading, the project has the potential to result in cumulatively considerable criteria air pollutant emissions for which the region is under non-attainment for. Mitigation measures have been identified to require implementation of standard construction emission and fugitive dust emission control measures to reduce potential impacts to less than significant. The project has the potential to impact special-status wildlife species and their habitats. Mitigation measures have been identified to avoid disturbance during typical nesting/breeding seasons, conduct pre-construction surveys, establish no-disturbance buffers, and other measures to avoid and reduce impacts to special-status wildlife. The project has the potential to result in the removal of and impacts to native locally-protected tree species; therefore, mitigation has been identified to require replacement plantings on-site and require a certified arborist to perform any necessary tree trimming. Mitigation measures have been identified to require marking the limits of allowable disturbance, protocol for spills, and re-seeding of disturbed areas following construction to reduce potential impacts to water quality of ephemeral surface waters on-site. Mitigation measures have been identified to require the offset of proposed water demand to reduce potential impacts on an LOS III groundwater basin. Mitigation measures have been identified to require ongoing vegetation management to reduce the potential for exacerbation of wildfire hazards. 
	Areas of Controversy: The San Luis Obispo County APCD recommended standard dust control measures be implemented during construction of the proposed project. No other specific concerns regarding the project have been received by agencies or the public to date. 
	List of Agencies: California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA)
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW)
San Luis Obispo County Air Pollution Control District (APCD)
Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB)


