
 

 

Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board 
August 12, 2020  

File: Environmental Doc Review 
                    Inyo County 

  

Steve Karamitros, Senior Planner  
Inyo County Planning Department 
168 North Edwards Street 
Post Office Drawer L 
Independence, CA 93526 
inyoplanning@inyocounty.us  

 

Comments on the Updated Draft Initial Study and Mitigated Negative 
Declaration for Tentative Parcel Map 422/ Olancha Lake RV, Inyo County 
Planning Department, Inyo County, State Clearinghouse Number 
2020039074 

Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board (Water Board) staff reviewed the 
Updated Draft Initial Study and Negative Declaration (Draft IS/MND) for the Olancha 
Lake Recreational Vehicle Park (Project). The Updated Draft IS/MND, prepared by 
the Inyo County Planning Department (County), was submitted in compliance with 
provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) soliciting input on the 
potential impacts on the environment and ways to avoid or mitigate those significant 
impacts. This is an Update to the Draft IS/MND submitted to the State Clearinghouse 
on March 30, 2020. Water Board staff provided comments on the March 30, 2020 
IS/MND on April 24, 2020 (enclosed). This letter provides additional Water Board 
staff on the Updated Draft IS/MND.  
The Water Board, acting as a CEQA responsible agency, provides these comments 
related to our statutory responsibilities pursuant to CEQA Guidelines, California Code 
of Regulations (CCR), Title 14, section 15096. 
Based on our review of the Updated Draft IS/MND, we recommend (1) the Project 
description be revised to provide further detail of the existing and new septic systems 
and (2) substantiation be provided that the Project will not violate water quality 
standards 

Project Description Update 
The developer proposes to combine seven parcels, not six as originally stated, 
covering approximately 80 acres, to develop a commercial tent and recreational 
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vehicle (RV) campground. The Project will consist of 30 tent camping sites (not 10 
as originally stated), 95 RV camping sites (not 40 as originally stated), and 5 cabins, 
instead of 4 as originally stated.  Most other aspects of the project are as originally 
stated.  

Water Board Authority  
As stated in our April 21, 2020, letter, all waters of the State are protected under 
California law.  The Water Quality Control Plan for the Lahontan Region (Basin Plan) 
sets forth water quality standards for surface water and groundwater of the Region, 
which include designated beneficial uses as well as narrative and numerical objectives 
which must be maintained or attained to protect those uses.  The Basin Plan can be 
accessed via the Water Board’s web site at 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/lahontan/water_issues/programs/basin_plan/references.
shtml. 
Updated Comments on the IS/MND 

The following comments are included to supplement comments included in the  
April 24, 2020 Water Boards comments letter.  
 
1. The Updated Draft IS/MND still provides little explanation to substantiate the 

findings that the Project will have no impact on the environment, particularly on 
hydrology. The Updated Draft IS/MND mentions the installation of a new septic 
system in Section IX – Hydrology and Water Quality. 

 
• As stated in our April 24, 2020, letter, the Updated Draft IS/MND should 

provide further detail of the existing and new septic systems (estimated 
flow, design flow, septic tank sizes, septage disposal plans, etc.) to identify 
and evaluate the Project’s impacts to hydrology and water quality 
resources.  
 

• Section IX.f states that the applicant is working with Inyo County’s 
Environmental Health Department on determining the design flow and 
septic tank sizes of the Project. Depending on the size and flow of the 
septic systems the Project may be regulated under the County’s Local 
Agency Management Program for onsite wastewater treatment systems or 
by the Water Board.  

 
2. The Draft IS/MND states that the Project will not violate any water quality 

standards. The Updated Draft IS/MND states that the applicant will work with the 
Water Board to determine the appropriate beneficial uses in Chapter 2 and water 
quality objectives in Chapter 3 of the Basin Plan. The Updated Draft IS/MND 
cannot state that the project will not violate any water quality standards, until those 
standards are identified. 

 
• For groundwater in the Project area, Beneficial Uses are defined as 
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Municipal (MUN), agricultural (AGR), Industrial (IND), Freshwater 
Replenishment (FRSH), and maintenance of Wildlife Habitat (WILD). 
 
Water Quality Objectives to protect those uses include standards for 
bacteria, coliform, chemical constituents, radioactivity, taste, and odor. 
 

• For surface water in the Project area, Beneficial Uses are defined as 
MUN, AGR, Groundwater Recharge (GWR), Water Contact Recreation 
(REC-1), Noncontact Water Recreation (REC-2), Commercial and 
Sportfishing (COMM), Cold Freshwater Habitat (COLD), WILD, and the 
Spawning, Reproduction, and Development (SPWN) of aquatic habitats. 
 
Water Quality Objectives to protect those uses include standards for 
ammonia, coliform bacteria, biostimulatory substances, chemical constituents, 
total residual chlorine, color, dissolved oxygen, floating materials, oil and 
grease, pH, radioactivity, sediment, settleable materials, suspended 
materials, taste and odor, temperature, toxicity, and turbidity. 

 
• The Updated Draft IS/MND should describe how Project discharges will alter 

or affect both groundwater and surface water. 
 
Permitting Requirements 

Several activities associated with the proposed Project have potential to impact waters 
of the State and, therefore, may require permits issued by the State Water Resources 
Control Board (State Water Board) or the Lahontan Regional Water Board. Comments 
on the Permitting Requirements are included as part of the enclosed April 24, 2020, 
Water Board CEQA comments letter.  
Please be advised of the permits that may be required for the proposed Project, as 
outlined above.  Should Project implementation result in activities that trigger these 
permitting actions, the Project proponent must consult with Water Board staff.  
Information regarding these permits, including application forms, can be downloaded 
from our web site at http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/lahontan/.  

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Project.  If you have any questions 
regarding this letter, please contact me sergio.alonso@waterboards.ca.gov   
(760) 243-7324 or Jehiel Cass P.E., Senior Engineering Geologist 
jehiel.cass@waterboards.ca.gov (760) 241-2434.  
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Please send all future correspondence regarding this Project to the Water Board’s email 
address at lahontan@waterboards.ca.gov and be sure to include the State 
Clearinghouse No. (2020039074) and Project name (Tentative Parcel Map 422/Olancha 
Lake RV) in the subject line.  
 
 
 
Sergio Alonso 
Water Resource Control Engineer 
 
Enclosure: April 24, 2020 CEQA Comments Letter 
 
cc: State Clearinghouse (state.clearinghouse@opr.ca.gov) (SCH 2020039074) 
 California Dept. of Fish and Wildlife (AskRegion6@wildlife.ca.gov)  
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