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Section 15123. Please include one copy of the Notice of Completion Form (NOC) with your submission and attach the
summary to each electronic copy of the document.

SCH # 2020039054

Project Title: Agromin-Limoneira Commercial Organics Processing Operation, Case No. PL17-0154

Lead Agency: County of Ventura, Resource Management Agency, Planning Division

Contact Name: John Oquendo

I john.oquendo@ventura.org (805) 654-3588

Emai Phone Number:

Edwards Ranch Road 0.71 miles south of Telegraph Road, Santa Paula, Ventura County
City County

Project Location:

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).

The Applicant requests a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) and NCZO Text Amendment to permit the expansion of an
existing 15-acre agricultural organics processing facility to a new 70-acre commercial organics processing operation that
would process food and green material delivered to the site and package for sale mulch, compost, and wood chip
materials. The proposed Project would utilize a combination of open windrows, Covered Aerated Static Piles (CASPs),
and Anaerobic Digestion (AD) systems to process organic materials into saleable compost and mulch products. The
NCZO Text Amendment proposes to amend Section 8107-36.4.1(a), Standards Relating to Organics Processing
Operations (Includes Biosolids, Composting, Vermicomposting, and Chipping and Grinding).

The expansion of the existing 15-acre agricultural organics processing operation to the proposed commercial organics
processing facility would result in the removal of 55 acres of existing citrus orchard. The project would result in the direct,
permanent loss of approximately 34.26 acres of Prime Farmland to an agricultural accessory use. Use of 22 acres of the
Project site for landscaping, retention basins, and native soil areas (including compost piles) would remove these areas
from agricultural production but would not necessarily result in permanent conversion of agricultural land.Additionally,
three propane-powered windmills would be removed as part of the orchard removal.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.

Agricultural Resources - Soils

- Significant and unavoidable impacts from the direct, permanent loss of 34.26 acres of Prime Farmland, despite
Mitigation Measure AG-1, which establishes an agricultural conservation easement for the protection of off-site
agricultural land.

- Less than significant impacts from inconsistency with the Ventura County General Plan with Mitigation Measure AG-1
and Mitigation Measure AG-2, which requires compliance with Ventura County Agricultural Commissioner’s Office
recommendations.

Transportation and Circulation - VMT

- Significant and unavoidable impacts resulting from a net increase in VMT resulting in inconsistency with the no net
increase in VMT threshold of Ventura County General Plan Implementation Program CTM-P, despite Mitigation Measure
T-1, which requires implementation of VMT-reducing measures.
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continued

If applicable, describe any of the project's areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Ventura County Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCo) staff identified the following concerns with the Project:

* Project consistency with LAFCo Handbook Section 1.4.3.1.e related to General Plan consistency for both the Ventura
County General Plan and City of Santa Paula General Plan

« Project consistency with LAFCo Handbook Policies related to approval of Out of Agency Service Agreements (OASAS)
which generally pertain to consistency with general plans

* Project consistency with Save Openspace and Agricultural Resources (SOAR) Ordinance goals which relate to the
preservation of agricultural lands

« Water service is proposed to be provided from the City of Santa Paula, and because the project is located outside
Santa Paula’s jurisdictional boundaries, Government Code Section 56133(a) requires that the City of Santa Paula obtain
approval from LAFCo before the City of Santa Paula can provide a new or extended service to the Project site via an
OASA.

* The Project site is located outside of the City of Santa Paula’s City Urban Restriction Boundary (CURB) which, under
the City’s own SOAR Ordinance, would further restrict urban services from being extended to the Project site

« Project consistency with other policy documents like the Ventura County Greenbelt Agreement and the Guidelines for
Orderly Development.

Other comments received on the NOP either issued standard requirements or otherwise did not identify any areas of
known controversy or issues to be resolved and are therefore not summarized here.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board

California Department of Fish and Wildlife

California Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery (CalRecycle)

County of Ventura Resource Management Agency - Environmental Health Division
Ventura Local Agency Formation Commission

Ventura County Air Pollution Control District

United States Fish and Wildlife Service
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